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OBLLA XAPAKTEPIICTVIKA

CeBeposanagHusm paloH e yacm om padioHa om HuBo 1 ,Ce-
BepHa u H020usmouHa BbAcapus”.

PadioHom BkalouBa mepumopuume Ha obaacmume BuguH,
Monmana, Bpaua, MaeBeH, AoBey u pasnoaokeHume 8 max 51
0BLWUHU.

CeBeposanagHuam patioH 06xBawa 3anagHama yacm Ha [y-
HaBckama paBHuHa, 3akaloueHa Mexkgy Cmapa naaHuHa u peka
[lyHaB. Tol 2paHuyu ¢ Penybauka PynvroHus u ¢ Penybauka Cop-
6us. Peredom Ha patioHa e nAaHUHCku no loXkHama 2paHuua u
paBHUHeH go XoAmucm B ceBepHama u cpegHama yacm. Mo-
wima Ha patioHa e 19 070 km? uau 17% om mepumopusma Ha
cmpaxama.

BpoAam Ha HaceneHuemo B CeBepo3anageH pailoH, Cb2AacHO No-
CAegHOMO npebposBaHe, u3BopuueHo npes 2011 2., Bb3Au3a Ha
847138 g., a 2bcmomama Ha HaceAeHuemo e 44,42 g/km?. Tesu
cmoiHocmu ca Had-Huckume cpeg Bcuuku palioHu 8 cmpata-
ma. TepumopuAma Ha pailoHa e cAabo HaceneHa, B onpegeneHu
yacmu o6e3ntogeHa, ¢ 060C0BEHU, HO He2oAeMU YpBaHU3UpaHU
ueHmpoBe.

Temozpadckama cmpykmypa U MeHgeHuuUme om NocAeg-
Hume 20guHu B C3P ca noguyepmaHo He2amuBHU. 3acune-
Hama mugpauua HaBobH OmM 2paHuuume Ha padoHa, kakmo u
BroweHuAam koeuuueHm Ha pakgaemocm ca npuyuHUMme 3a
ompuuameaHus ecmecmBeH npupacm. lMpuHocbm Ha patioHa
B8 ukoHomuueckomo pa3Bumue Ha cmpaHama e cpaBHUMEAHO
Hucbk. Cb3gageHuam BBl Ha 2rnaBa om HaceagHuemo npes
2010 2. Bb3Ausa Ha 60,4% om cpegHua 3a cmpaHama u 26%
om cpegHus 3a EC-27. EgBa 2,5% om npekume yyrkgecmparHu
UHBecmuuuu B8 cmpaxama ca 8 C3P, kamo me ca peaausupaHu
npegumHo 8 obaacmume lMaeBeH u Bpaua.

lMpomuwaeHocmma B padloHa e npegcmaBeHa OCHOBHO om
npou3BogcmBo Ha xpaHumMeAHU npogykmu, mekcmua, kayuyk,
NAaCMMACU U gpyau HemMemaAHu u3geaus. PalioHbm ce OmAu-
4aBa ¢ Bucok nomeHuuaA 3a pa3Bumue Ha cenckomo cmonan-
cmeBo.

[o6pe pa3Buma B8 C3P e eHepauliHama uHGpacmpykmypa. B
patioHa ce Hamupa ,AELl Kosnogyld“ (obaacm Bpaua) - eguH-
cmBeHama amoMHa ueHmpaaa 8 bbAz2apus U Had-20AaM Npo-
u3Bogumen Ha enekmpoeHepaua 8 cmpaHama.

C3P uma 3abeneXkumeneH kyamypeH nomeHuuaa. Tyk ce Hamu-
pam “benozpaguuwkume ckaau®, kpenocmma “baba Buga“, lo-
»kenckuam, TposHckuam, Cegemme npecmona u Kaucypckuam
MaHacmup, newepume CbeBa gynka, Mazypama u /egeHuka,
[leBemawkama newepa, KpywyHckume Bogonagu, apxumek-
mypeH pe3epBam Bapowia, MeBeHckama naHopama u gp.

Mpe3 mepumopuama Ha CeBepo3anageH palioH npemuHaBa e8-
ponelicku mpacnopmeH kopugop N4, a no ceBepHama 2paHu-
Ua Ha pailoHa npeMuHaBa peka [lyHaB — mpaHcnopmet kopugop
N27.BogHusm mpaHcnopm no peka [yHaB Ha mepumopusma
Ha C3P ce obcaykBa om npucmanuwama Bugur, Aom u Ops-
x080.

GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS

The North West region is a part of the level 1 region Northern
and South-East Bulgaria.

The region includes the territories of the regions of Vidin, Mon-
tana, Vratza, Pleven, Lovech and the 51 municipalities situated
in them.

The North West Region includes the Western part of the Danu-
bian Plain, locked between the Balkan Mountains and the Dan-
ube River. It borders Republic of Romania and Republic of Ser-
bia. The landscape is mountainous on the South border of the
region and flat to hilly in the Northern and middle part. The area
of the region is 19 070 km? or 17% of the territory of the country.

The population of the North West Region according to the lat-
est national census conducted in 2011 is 847 138 people and
the density is 44,42 people/km?. These figures are the lowest
among all the regions in the country. The territory of the region
is under-populated, in some parts depopulated, with clearly ex-
pressed, but not big urbanized centers.

The demographic structure and the tendencies in the last years
in NWR are pointedly negative. The increased migration outside
of the borders of the region, as well as the poor birth rate are the
reasons for the negative population growth.

The contribution of the region in the economic growth of the
country is comparatively low. GDP per capita generated in the
region in 2010 amounts to 60,4% of the average for the country
and 26% of the average for EU-27. Only 2,5% of the foreign
direct investments in the country are in NWR, primarily in the
regions of Pleven and Vratza.

The industry in the region is presented mainly by the production
of food, textile, rubber, plastics and other non-metal products.
The region is characterized with great potential for the develop-
ment of the agriculture.

The energetic infrastructure is well developed in the NWR. In the
region is located the NPP Kozloduy (in the region of Vratza) — the
only nuclear power plant in Bulgaria and the largest producer of
electricity in the country.

The NWR has a remarkable cultural potential. Here are the Belo-
gradchik rocks and the Baba Vida fortress, the monasteries of
Glozhen, Troyan, Seven thrones and Klisura, the caves Saeva
Dupka, Magura, Ledenika and Devetashka, the Krushuna falls,
architectural reserve Varosha, the Pleven Panorama, etc.

The European transport corridor 4 passes through the territory
of the NWR and along the northern border of the region passes
the Danube River —transport corridor 7. The waterway transport
on the Danube River on the territory of NWR is serviced by the
ports of Vidin, Lom and Oriahovo.

NWR can be determined as one of the regions with favorable
indicators in terms of the air quality. The share of the protected
areas under NATURA 2000 occupies 31.3% of the territory of
the region. They cover a large part of the National park ,Central
Balkan®.

C3P moke ga ce onpegeau kamo eguH om palioHume ¢ 6Aa20-
NpusMHU nokasameAu no OMHOWeHUe Ha kayecmBomo Ha am-
Moc(epHua Bob3gyx. [lexom Ha 3awumeHume 30HU no HATYPA
2000 3aema 31,3% om mepumopusAma Ha patioHa. B max nona-
ga 20AAMa Yacm om HauuoHaAHusA napk ,LleHmpaneH baakan®.

Kamo paidloH ¢ HamaaaBawo HaceneHue C3P uma HamaneH
nomeHuuaA 3a ukoHomudecku pacmexk kamo nocaeguua om
HamanfBawama pabomHa cuaa. TakuBa peauoHu ca u3npaBeHu
npeg mpygHocmu, cBbp3aHu ¢ (UHAHCUPAHEMO Ha OCHOBHU
nyoAuYHU ycAyeu, kamo 3gpaBeonasBaHe U COuuarHu 2puku,
KUAULLHA U mpaHcnopmHa uHdpacmpykmypa, kakmo u UKT
uHdpacmpykmypa, koemo Bogu go HapacmBaHe Ha COuUaAHa-
ma NoAApu3auuA U begHocmma.

MepudepHomo pasnonokeHue Ha CeBeposanagHus palioH no
OMHOWEHUE Ha gbpkaBHume 2paHuuu Ha cmpaHama e Bb3-
MOXHOCM 3a pa3Bumue Ha MHO2006pa3Hu Bpb3ku ¢ mpaH-
C2paHuYeH U mpaHCHAUUOHaAeH xapakmep.

BakHo cpaBHumeAHo npegumemBo, koemo npumexkaBa CeBe-
po3anagHuA padoH, e 6au3ocmma go 3anagHume u ceBepHume
nasapu, a maka CbWwo go MpaHCNOpmMHU nbmuwia. lMpegum-
cmBama Ha mpaHcnOpmHama gocmbnHOCM Ha palioa ce
yBeauyaBam 3HayumeAHo ¢ nyckaHemo B ekcnaoamauua Ha
Bmopusa mocm Ha p. [yHaB.

MOTEHLNAAI 3A PASBUTIE

MomeHuuaaume 3a pa3Bumue Ha CeBepo3anageH paioH, omuye-
meHu 8 HauuoHaaHama cmpameaus 3a PesuoHaAHo pasBumue
Ha Penybauka Boazapus (2012-2022 2.) ca B caegHUme chepu:

* Pa3Bumue Ha mpaHcnopmHama uHdpacmpykmypa — mogep-
Hu3upaHe Ha uHGpacmpykmypama Ha Kopugop N4, usepakga-
He Ha mMocm npu OpAxoBo-bekem; nogobpsABaHe Ha Cbuiecm-
ByBawume npucmaHuLa u GepubomHu komnaekcu B8 BuguH,
Nom, OpaxoBo, ComoBum u Hukonoa; pa3Bumue Ha Myamumo-
gaAHU MPaHCNOPMHU cucmemu U koMBuHupaHu npeBosu; moa-
HOUEHHO u3noA3BaHe Ha BogHus pecypc Ha peka [lyHaB, kakmo
U Ha He(HUA MPaHCNOPMEH U eHep2ueH NOmeHuuaA; pekoH-
cmpykuus U MogepHu3auua Ha BmopokaacHu u mpemokaacHu
nbmua U nbmuwia om o6LuHckama nomua Mpexka;

* MogobpaBaHe Ha YoBewkume pecypcu ype3 uxBecmuuuu 8
YoBewku kanumana; coxpaHsaBaHe Ha gemozpadckusa nomeHuuaa
C 2pwka kom MAagume xopa;

 Co3gaBaHe Ha Bucuwie y4ebHO 3aBegeHue U/UAU Cneuuaau-
3UpaHo NPOECUOHAAHO y4ebHO 3aBegeHue B ceBepo3anagHus
kpad — 8 2p. BuguH uau B8 2p. MoHmaHa, ype3 koemo ga ce
3agopkam MAaagu xopa B palioHa u ga ce ocuzypaBa maxHama
npodecuoHaAHa peaau3auus;

* MogobpABaHe Ha mypucmuyeckomo npegaazaHe U pasBumue
Ha pa3Hoo6pasHu mypucmuyecku npogykmu u ycayau. 3noas-
BaHe Ha yHUkaAHUME gageHocmu U pecypcu Ha patioHa, MuHe-
paaHume Bogu, BuHapcmBomo U gp. pekpeauuoHHU pecypcu 3a
pa3BuBaHe Ha kyamypeH, ekonozuyeH, ceacku, AOBeH U/uAu cna
Mmypu3bM U gp.;

* HamanABaHe pucka om 3amopcsaBaHe Ha okoaHama cpega U
nogobpABaHe Ha ekoaozuyHama uHdpacmpykmypa, onasBaHe
Ha BUOAO2UYHOMO Pa3HO0Bpa3UE;

* [logobpABaHe Ha 6u3HeC cpegama - MogepHU3UpaHe U pasBu-
mue Ha busHec uHdpacmpykmypama, Cb3gaBaHe Ha knocmepu,
6u3Hec MpeXu U UHgYCMPUAAHU/BU3HEC 30HU;

* PaswupnABaHe Ha mpaHcapaHuU4Homo, MeXgypeauoHaAHo U

As a region with decreasing population, the NWR has a reduced
potential for economic growth as a consequence of the declin-
ing workforce. Such regions face difficulties linked to financing
of fundamental public services as health and social care, hous-
ing and transport infrastructure, as well as ICT infrastructure,
which leads to an increase of the social polarization and poverty.

The peripheral location of the North West region with respect to
the country borders is an opportunity for development of vari-
ous relations of cross-border and transnational character.

An important comparative advantage, which the North West Re-
gion has, is the closeness to the Western and Northern markets,
as well as to the transport routes. The advantages of the trans-
port accessibility of the region increase notably with the entering
into exploitation of the second bridge on the Danube River.

DEVELOPMENT POTENTIAL

The potentials of development of the North West Region report-
ed in the National Strategy for Regional Development of the Re-
public of Bulgaria (2012-2022) are in the following areas:

« Development of the transport infrastructure — modernization
of the infrastructure of Corridor N4, building a bridge at Oria-
hovo — Beket; improvement of the existing ports and ferryboat
complexes in Vidin, Lom, Oriahovo, Somovit and Nikopol;
development of multimodal transport systems and combined
transport; full usage of the water resource of the Danube River,
as well as its transport and energy potential; reconstruction and
modernization of the second class and third class roads and
municipal roads;

 Improvement of human resources through investments in hu-
man capital; preserving the demographic potential with care
to the youth;

« Establishing - a university and/or a specialized vocation-
al school in the North West Region — in the town of Vidin or
Montana in order to keep the young people in the region and to
ensure their professional development;

« Improvement of the tourism offering and the development of
various tourist products and services. Usage of the unique char-
acteristics and resources of the region, mineral waters, winery
and other recreational resources for development of cultural,
environmental, rural, hunting and/or spa tourism, etc.;
 Reduction of the risk of environmental pollution and improve-
ment of the ecological infrastructure, preservation of biodiver-
sity;

« Improvement of the business environment — modernization
and development of the business infrastructure, creation of
clusters, business networks and industrial/business areas.;

« Extension of cross border, interregional and transnational co-
operation, usage of the potential for convergence in the devel-
opment of the urban area of Vidin and Kalafat, integration of the
regional economy to the European market.

VISION

The North West Region overcomes the significant social and
economic gap and the serious structural and demographical
problems through appropriate investments in linking infrastruc-
ture and strengthening the growth potential, which create oppor-
tunities for catching up on a national and European level.
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MPaHCHAUUOHAAHO CompygHUYeCMB0o, U3noA3BaHe Ha NOMeH-
yuana 3a cobawkaBaHe B8 pasBumuemo Ha ypOaHU3AUUOHHUA
apean Ha Bugun u Kanapam, uHmezpupaHe Ha peauoHaHama
ukoHomuka kom eBponedickusa nasap.

BU3NA

CeBeposanageH palloH NpeogoAdBa CbUWecmBeHOMO Ccouuan-
Ho-UKOHOMUYecko u3ocmaBaHe U CepuosHume cmpykmypHu
u gemozpadcku npobAeMu ype3 nogxogawu uHBecmuuuu 8
cBop3Bawa uHdpacmpykmypa u ykpenBaHe Ha nomeHuuaAa 3a
pacmeX, cb3gaBawiu npegnocmatku 3a go2oHBawo pa3Bumue
B8 HauuoHaneH u eBponelicku Mawad.

LLEAU 11 NPWOPWUTETIA 3A PASBUTINE

lMpuopumem ,Mogkpena 3a noBuwiaBaHe Ha konkypeHmocno-
cobHoCMMa Ha MaAkuA U CpegHUs busHec U nogobpsaBaHe Ha
cpegama 3a npaBeHe Ha busHec”

Cneg 2009 2. pa3Bumuemo Ha C3P e CuAHO NOBAUAHO OM He-
2amuBHume Bv3geticmBua Ha ukoHomuueckama kpusa, kamo
padloHbm peaAusupa Had-Bucok ukoHomuuecku cnag cnpamo
ocmaHaaume patioHu om HuBo 2 8 cmpaHama.

CeBeposanageH palloH ombeAd3Ba goA2OmpaiHa meHgeHuus
32 Cb3gaBaHe Ha Hall-Hucbk 6pymeH BbmpelueH npogykm cpeg
padioHume om HuBo 2. Mpe3 2010 2. BBI, cbagageH 8 padoHa,
€ 5057 MAH. AB. (7,2% om HauuoHaaHuA BbBIT), a BBIT Ha yoBek
om HaceaeHuemo Bb3Ausa Ha 5 652 AB. (60,4% om cpegHus
pasmep 3a cmpatamay.

B 2paHuuume Ha CeBeposanageH palioH ce dopmupam 2
nogpationa — nopBuAm, 06xBawaw, mpume obracmu BuguH,
MoHmaHa u Bpaua ¢ MH020 Hucku memnoBe Ha ukoHomuyecko
pa3Bumue u Bmopusm, BkalouBaw, obaacmume MaeBeH u No-
Bey, ukoHomMuueckume pesyamamu Ha koumo ca no-8ucoku u
cmpykmypume Ha obaacmHume ukoHomuku ca no-epekmuBHu
U UHoBamuBHu.

OmHocumeaHusam gaa Ha C3P 8 BAC Ha cmpaHama npe3 no-
cAegHUme HAkoAko 20guHU HenpekbCHamo HamaaaBa, kamo u
npe3 2010 2. e Had-HuCcbk B cpaBHeHue ¢ ocmaHaaume patoHu
0m HuBo 2 — 7,2%. Hali-20ndM npuHoc B peauoHaaHama bpym-
Ha gobaBeHa cmodHoCM uMa cekmopbm Ha ycAyaume - 55%
npe3 2010 2. MpuHocbm Ha uHgycmpuAma e B 2paHuuume Ha
31-33%, Ha ceackomo cmonascmBo — 11-15%.

OBJECTIVES AND PRIORITIES FOR DEVELOPMENT

Priority ,Support for increasing the competitiveness of small
and medium businesses and improvement of the environment
for doing business®

After 2009 the development of the NWR is highly affected by the
negative impact of the economic crisis as the region recorded
the highest economic drop compared to the other NUTS 2 level
regions in the country.

The North West Region notes a lasting trend in creating the
lowest GDP among the NUTS 2 level regions. In 2010 the GDP
generated in the region is 5 057 million leva (7,2% of the nation-
al GDP), and the GDP per capita amounts to5 652 Iv. (60,4% of
the average amount for the country).

Within the borders of the North West Region two sub-regions
are formed — the first includes the three regions of Vidin, Mon-
tana and Vratza with very low rates of economic growth and
the second includes the regions of Pleven and Lovech, whose
economic results are higher and the structures of the regional
economies are more effective and innovative.

The relative share of NWR in the country’s Gross Value Added
in the past few years is continuously decreasing and in 2010 it
was the lowest compared to the other NUTS 2 level regions -
7.2%. The largest contribution to the regional Gross Value Added
had the service sector - 55% in 2010. The contribution of the
industry is in the range of 31-33%, and of the agriculture - 11-
15%.

Industry is the main sector in NWR’s economy. The production
of electricity, food, beverages and tobacco (26 % of the pro-
cessing industry) are of structural importance, the production of
textile, clothes and shoes, as well as the production of rubber,
plastics and other non-metal products. The region has a great
potential for development of agriculture, a substantial volume
of agricultural production is produced in the regions of Pleven
and Vratza.

The light industry is leading in the economy of the region of
Pleven with main enterprises ,Misia 96“ for production of cloth-
ing and ,Yana“ for production of knitwear. The heavy industry
is presented by ,Alucom” — producer of aluminum castings,
JTractor — producer of parts for combines and tractors. Other
significant enterprises on the territory of the region are the ce-
ment plant ,Pleven cement”, glass plant ,Rubin” and the brewery
LPlevensko pivo*,

BBl Ha rnasa ot
HaceNeHUeTo — NB.

NYU c HaTpynBaHe MpuxoAmn oT HOLWYBKKN —
— XWUN. eBpo XWN. NB.

leva

Cesepo3sanageH paitoH/ North-West
Region

Bugun/ Vidin

Bpaua/ Vratsa

JNoseu/ Lovetch

MoHnTaHa/ Montana

Mnesen/ Pleven

GDP per capita in

M3moyHUK: HauyuoHaneH cmamucmudecku uHcmumym, Espocmam /Source: National Statistical Institute, Eurostat

Cumulative (FDI) in
thousands of euro

539 099.1

172 668.2
25384.1

Revenues from overnight
stays in thousands of leva

lMpomuwaeHocmma e ocHoBeH cekmop B ukoHomukama Ha
C3P. Cmpykmypoonpegeaawo e npou3BogcmBomo Ha enek-
MpOeHep2Us, XpaHUmeAHu npogykmu, Hanumku u miomloHe-
Bu usgeaus (26% om npepabomBawama NPOMULIAEHOCM),
npou3BogcmBomo Ha mekcmun, 0baekao u 06yBku, kakmo u
npou3BogcmBomo Ha kayuyk, nAacmmacu u gpyau Hememan-
HU u3geaus. Padionbm ce omauyaBa u ¢ Bucok nomeHuuaa 3a
pasBumue Ha cenckomo cmonaHecmBo, kamo No-3HavuMeAHus
obem ceackocmonaHcka npogykuua ce npousBexkga B obaa-
cmume MaeBeH u Bpaua.

B ukoHomukama Ha obaacm [aeBeH Bogewa e Aekama npo-
MULLIAGHOCM € OCHOBHU npegnpuamus ,Mu3ua 96, 3a npous-
BogcmBo Ha koHdekuua u ,AHa, 3a npousBogecmBo Ha mpuko-
maxX. Texkkama npomMuwAeHocm e npegcmaBeHa om ,Aaykom,,
—npou3Bogumen Ha anyMuHueBu omauBku, , Tpakmop,, — npous-
Bogumea Ha yacmu 3a kombalHu u mpakmopu. [pyau no-3Ha-
YUMEAHU NPegNpUAMUA Ha MepumMopuAMa Ha 0bAacmma ca uu-
MeHmoB 3aBog ,MAeBeH uumeHm,, cmokaapcku 3aBog ,Py6uH,
u nuBoBapHa ,MeBexcko nuBo,.

B obracm Bpaua ce Hamupa uuveHmoBuam 3aBog ,Xoacum, 8
¢. beau usBop. ,Xemyc M,, Me3gpa e cneuuaausupato 8 gobus
Ha BapoBuk. Tekkama npomuwiAeHocm € npegcmaBeHa om
,Memu3u,, PomaH — npousBogcmBo Ha cmomaHeHu Bwkema
u menoBe, ,Lienmpomem,,, Bpaua — npousBogcmBo Ha arymu-
HueBU U cmomaHeHu omAuBku, ,M-Kaen,, Bpaua — npousBog-
c¢mBo Ha ckanHoobpabomBawu MawuHu, ,PM3 Bpamuama,
— npousBogcmBo Ha pesepBHU Yacmu 3a xumuyeckama, dap-
MaueBmuyHama, MemaAypauyHama U XpaHumeAHama npo-
MutiaeHocm, ,Codu, — npou3BogemBo Ha cnupadHu cucmemu
3a aBmomobuau, ,3MM Bpaua, u gpyau. ,Bpamuua,, Bpaua e
€gHO Om Hail-eoneMume namykomekCmuAHU npegnpusmus
8 cmpanama. LWuBawku usgeaus npousBexga ,Bpaua Cmua,,
mekecmua 3a goma u xomeaa — ,AuBua M,,. MpousBogcmBomo
Ha MebeAHU u3geAus e npegcmaBeHo om laaakcu MMaasa. ,CaHu-
mekc,, Me3gpa npousBekga gomakuncka xapmus,,beaxa,, Bpa-
ua — be3ankoxonHu Hanumku, ,/\egeHuka,, (koAmo moxke 0mHOBO
ga 3anouHe ga npousBexkga 6upa om 2014 2.), Me3gpa — bupa,
,30p08 97, — MAGUHU Npogykmu.

Mpegnpuamua om mexkama npoMuwAeHocm 8 obaacm AoBey
ca ,Cnapku Eamoc, — npou3BogcmBo Ha poyHU enekmpouH-
cmpymeHmu, ,0cbMm, — Npou3BogcmBo Ha 0omAUBKU om YyayH,
,Hos, — npousBogcmBo Ha neuku u 6olirepu Ha MBbLPYO 20puUBo
u kamuHu. B 3xamHa NMae2a ce Hamupa eguH 0m 20AeMUme uu-
MeHmoBu 3aBogu B cmpaxama. B 2p. AoBey pabomu 3aBogom
3a aBmomobuau ,/Aumekc Momopc,,.

CuAHo pasBuma e mebeaHama NPOMUWIAEHOCM ¢ OCHOBHU
npegcmaBumenu ,EmMoc ,u ,BeAza, — npou3BogcmBo Ha meka
Meben, ,Hukpom TpbbHa meben, — npousBogcmBo Ha opuc Me-
6eAu U Me6eAU 3a XomeAu U pecmopaimu, ,beacvia (opHuybp,
—npou3BogcmBo Ha MebeAu om MacuB. fopkomepc, e cneuua-
AusupaHo B8 npepabomka Ha gopBecuHa u peMoHmM Ha 2opcka
mexHuka. EgHU om Hali-20neMume  pabomogameAu Om XpaHu-
meAHo-BkycoBama npomuwAeHocm ca ,BuHaa, — npou3Bog-
¢mBo Ha BuHa u cnupmHu Hanumku u ,Mecokom6uHam AoBed,,.

EgHu om Bogewume npegnpusmusa 8 obaacm MoHmaHa ca:
,Mon6am, — npou3BogcmBo Ha akymyaamopu u ,Kpoc, — npo-
usBogcmBo Ha Benocunegu. ,MoHOAUM, € CneuuaAusupaHo
8 gobuB u npepabomka Ha ecmecmBeHu kameHHU 6A0koBe,

In the region of Vratza is located the cement plant ,Holsim* in
the village of Beli izvor. ,Hemus M* in Mezdra is specialized in
extraction of limestone. The heavy industry is represented by
,Metizi“ in Roman — production of steel ropes and wires, ,Tzen-
tromet* in Vratza- production of rock-polishing machines, ,RMZ
Vratzata“ — production of spare parts for the chemical, pharma-
ceutical, metallurgical and food industries, ,Sofi“ — production
of brake systems for cars, ,ZMM Vratza“. ,Vratitza“ in Vratza is
one of the largest cotton-textile enterprises in the country. ,Vrat-
za Style” produces clothing products, ,Livia M* — textile for the
home and hotels. The production of furniture is presented by
Galaxy Plaza. ,Sanitex” in Mezdra produces domestic paper,
,Beana“ in Vratza — non-alcoholic beverages, ,Ledenika“ in
Mezdra - beer, ,Zorov 97 — diary products.

Enterprises of the heavy industry in the region of Lovech are
Sparky Eltos“ — production of hand electric tools, ,0sam” — pro-
duction of cast iron, ,Noya“ — production of stoves and solid
fuel boilers and fireplaces. In Zlatna Panega is located one of
the large cement plants in the country. The car production plant
LLitex Motors* is operating in Lovech.

The furniture producing industry is well developed with main
representatives ,Emos* and ,Velga“ — production of soft furni-
ture, ,Nikrom Trubna mebel” — production of office furniture and
furniture for hotels and restaurants, ,,Belsma furniture” — produc-
tion of solid wood furniture. ,Gorkomers” is specialized in wood
processing and forestry equipment repair. Large employers in
the food industry are ,Vinal“ — production of wine and liquor and
meat factory ,Mesokombinat Lovech”.

A leading enterprise in the region of Montana is ,Monbat* — bat-
tery production and ,Cross* — bicycle production. ,Monolit* is
specialized in extraction and processing of natural stone blocks,
,Berg Montana Fitings* — in fitting production. Metal products
and constructions are produced at ,Mir“ and ,Balkan®. The en-
terprise ,Silpa“ in Lom is a major producer of parts for cars
JFiat, Ford“, ,Lada“, ,Skoda“, ,Volkswagen“. The firm ,May" is
operating in the cloths-making industry.

Bigger employers in the region of Vidin are ,Knauf — production
of gypsum boards, ,Kula Ring“ in the town of Kula — production
of rubber products, ,Gips"“ in the village of Koshava — main sup-
plier of raw materials in the cement industry and in the produc-
tion of aerate concrete products. The food industry is presented
by the winery ,Magura“ and the diary producer LB Bulgaricum®.

Preservation of the existing viable local small and medium
business

As at 31.12.2011 in the NWR 7.6% of the enterprises from the
non-financial sector of the country are functioning. Compared
to the small number of large enterprises, the micro-companies
and SMEs are prevailing. Netincome from sales of the enterpris-
es per capita for 2010 in NWR are 39% of the average for the
country, which supports the conclusion for the economic back-
wardness of the region. It is envisaged to implement measures
for improvement of the sustainability of enterprises as a prereg-
uisite for ensuring the basic level of employment and income of
the local population. Initiatives and projects will be supported for
modernization and technological renovation of the enterprises,
introduction of quality standards, increasing productivity and ef-
ficiency of work and improvement of the access to new markets
and to ICT. Important for the region is the preservation of jobs in
the functioning SMEs.
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,bepe MoHmata (Qumutau, — 8 npou3BogcmBo Ha GumuHau.
Memaau u3geaus u koHcmpykuuu ce npousBexgam 6 ,Mup,,
u bankan,. Mpegnpuamuemo ,Cuana, 8 Aom e npou3Bogumen
Ha gematiau 3a aBmomobuau ,Quam,, ,Dopg,, ,\aga,, ,LLkoga,,
,DonkcBazeH,. B wuBawkama npomMutuAgHOCM pabomu Gupma
,Ma,, MoHmata.

EgHu om no-2onemume pabomogameAu 8 obracm BuguH ca
KHayd, — npousBogcmBo Ha 2uncodasepHu naockocmu, ,Kyaa
Punz,, 2p. Kyna—npousBogemBo Ha kayuykoBu usgeaus, ,func,8
¢. KowaBa — ocHoBeH gocmaBuyuk Ha cypoBuHu 8 uumeHmoBus
BpaHw u npu npou3BogcmBomo Ha 2a306emMOHHU U3geAus. Xpa-
HUmMeAHo-BkycoBama npomuwAeHocm e npegcmateqa om Bu-
Hapcka usoa ,Mazypa, u ,Ea bu Byaeapukym, — npousBogcmBo
Ha MAEYHU npogykmu.

3ana3BaHe Ha cbuwiecmByBawusa kusHecnocobeH mecmeH
Manvk U CpegeH busHec

Kom 31.12.2011 2. 8 C3P dyHkuuoHupam 7,6% om npegnpus-
muAma om HeduHaHcoBuA cekmop 8 cmpaHama. Mpeobaaga-
Bam mukpodupmume u MCI coomHeceHu kom Mankus 6pol
Ha 20AeMume npegnpuamus. HemHume npuxogu om npogax-
6U Ha npegnpuAmuAMA Ha eguH »umea 3a 2010 2. 8 C3P ca
39% om cpegHume 3a cmpaqama, koemo nogkpena u3Boga 3a
ukoHomuyeckomo usocmaBaHe Ha patioHa. MpegBukga ce npu-
AagaHemo Ha Mepku 3a nogobpsaBaHe Ha ycmolyuBocmma Ha
npegnpuamuama kamo npegnocmaBka 3a ocuaypaBaHe Ha 6a-
3080mMo HUBO Ha 32emMOCM U gOX0gU Ha MECMHOMO HACEAEHUE.
LLle ce nogkpensam uHuuuamuBu u npoekmu 3a MogepHU3auus
U MEXHOAO2UYHO 00HOBAEHUE HA npegnpusmuama, BoBexkgaHe
Ha cmaxgapmu 3a kayecmBo, noBuwaBaHe Ha npousBogumen-
Hocmma u epekmuBHocmma Ha paboma u nogobpABaHe Ha
gocmona go HoBu nasapu u go VIKT. BaxkHo 3a palioHa e 3anas-
BaHemo Ha pabomHume Mecma Bb8 dyHkuuoHupawume MCI1.

HacopuaBane Ha npegnpuemayecmBomo u cmapmupasemo
u pa3Bumuemo Ha ukoHomuyecku gediHocmu 8 HoBu MCI u
pa3Bumue Ha knocmepu

lAaHupa ce BuBeXkgaHe Ha CMUMYAU U yAeCHABaHe Ha npo-
uegypume 3a cb3gaBaHe Ha HOBu Mukpo- u Maaku dupmu 8
patioHa. LLle ce nognomaza npougca Ha nasapHa uHhpopmauus
U mbpaoBcku koHmakmu ¢ MecmHU U vy)kgecmpaHHu Gpupmu,
kakmo u npuaazaHemo Ha mepku 3a noBuwaBate Ha kanauume-
ma Ha 6ba2apckume npegnpuemadqu B pationa. KoonepupaHemo
MeXgy MecmHUme npegnpusmus ype3 pasBumue Ha Kabc-
mepupaHemo we goBege go npuBaudaHe Ha cmpameauyecku
uHBecmumopu.

MpuBauyaxe Ha mecmHu u yykgecmpasHu unBecmuuuu 6
npepabomBawama npomuwiaeHocm U gpyau edekmuBHu
cmonatcku geaHocmu

CeBeposanagHusm palloH He usenekga npuBrekamened 3a
uykgu uHBecmumopu u npe3 2011 2. e Ha nocaegHo MAcmo B8
cmpaHama ¢ npuBaeyeHu npeku yy)kgecmpanHu uHBecmuuuu
- camo 2,5% om o6uwusa 06em Ha M4, Cmpykmypama Ha uH-
Becmuuuume B palloHa € OMHOCUMEAHO NOCMOAHHA - 14-15%
- mopBuyeH cekmop, 45-50% - uHgycmpus, 40% - yeayeu. MpaBu
BneyamaeHue HamaneHUAM gaA Ha UHBecmuuuume B ompacba
mop2oBus npe3 2010 2. (13%) u yBeauueHuAM gsa 3a mesu 8
ceackomo cmonadcmBo (17%).

Promotion of the entrepreneurship and start up and develop-
ment of economic activities in new SMEs and cluster devel-
opment

It is planned to introduce incentives and to facilitate the proce-
dures for establishing new micro- and small companies in the
region. The process of market information and commercial con-
tacts with local and foreign firms will be supported, as well as
the implementation of measures to increase the capacity of the
Bulgarian entrepreneurs in the region. The cooperation between
the local enterprises through development of clustering will lead
to attracting strategic investors.

Attracting local and foreign investments in the processing in-
dustry and other effective economic activities

The North West Region does not appear attractive to the foreign
investors and in 2011 is at the last place in the country with
respect to attracted foreign direct investments — only 2.5% of
the total FDI. The structure of the investments in the region is
relatively constant — 14-15% primary sector, 45-50% - industry,
40% - services. It is notable that the share of investments in the
commercial sector in 2010 has reduced (13%) and the one in
the agriculture has increased (17%).

The distribution of FDI is unbalanced — the share is the highest
in the regions of Pleven and Vratza and the lowest in the regions
of Montana and Vidin — respectively 4.7% and 6.1% of the total
investments in the region. An important comparative advan-
tage, which the North West Region has and can valorize, is the
proximity to the Western and Northern markets, as well as the
existence of roads and railways included in the TEN-T network
in Europe. The advantages of the transport accessibility of the
region are increased significantly with the entering into exploita-
tion of the second bridge over the Danube river.

In order to attract more foreign investors in the region, it is
planned to improve the business conditions and to implement
the regional investment marketing. The construction of indus-
trial zones and logistic centers and parks to serve as places for
accelerated development of the local enterprises will be encour-
aged. There are conditions for that in the regional towns of Vidin,
Vratza, Montana, as well as in Cherven Briag, Dolna Mitropolia
and Levski.

Priority ,,Promoting innovation and resource effectiveness”

The R&D costs in the North West Region are extremely low
— 1.6% of the total expenditures in the R&D performed in the
country in 2010 (6609 thousand Iv.). The share of R&D expen-
diture of the GDP of the region accounts for only 0.13%. One of
the reasons for the backwardness of the NWR in the field of R &
D and innovation is the low representation of the research cen-
ters and a qualitative shift towards applied research and transfer
of innovation and technologies form the other organizations in
the country.

The existing scientific organizations are mainly in the sector of
agriculture — the Institute of Mountain Stock-Breeding and Ag-
riculture in Troyan, the Maize Research Institute in Knezha, the
Institute of Vine and Wine in Pleven, the Institute of Forage Crops
in Pleven, Institute of Apiculture in Lovech, etc. In intra-regional
plan the region of Pleven emerged with the highest potential for
research and development.

PasnpegereHuemo Ha YU e HepaBHOMEPHO - gexbm um €
Hail-Bucok 8 obaacmume TMaeBeH U Bpaua u Hali-Hucok B 06-
Aacm MoHmaHa u Bugux — cbomBemHo 4,7% u 6,1% om Bcuy-
ku uHBecmuuuu B padioHa. BakHo cpaBHumeaHo npegumcmeo,
koemo npumexaBa u Moxke ga Banopu3supa CeBeposanageH pa-
{oH, e 6AU30CMMa go 3anagHume u ceBepHume nasapu, a maka
CbWO HaAuYUemMO Ha nomuwa u »n AuHuu, BkatoueHu B8 TEN-T
Mpekama Ha EBpona. MpegumcmBama Ha mpaHcnopmHama
gocmbnHoCM Ha palioHa ce yBeaudaBam 3HaqumenHo ¢ nycka-
Hemo B ekcnaoamauus Ha Bmopus Mocm Ha p. [yHas.

C uen npuBauvaHe Ha noBeye uykgecmpaHHU UHBecmumopu
B palioHa ce nAaHupa nogobpsBaHe Ha ycaoBusma 3a Ou3HeC
U NpUAA2aHe Ha pe2uoHareH UHBecmuuuoHeH mapkemute. LLe
Ce HacbpyaBa uszpakgaHemo Ha UHgyCMpUaAHU 30HU U Ao2UC-
muyHu ugHmpoBe u napkoBe, koumo ga cAykam kamo mecma
3a yckopeHo pasBumue Ha MecmHume npegnpuamus. YcaoBus
3a makuBa uma 8 obracmHume 2pagoBe BuguH, Bpaua, MoH-
maHa, kakmo u 8 YepBeH 6pae, [loaHa Mumponoausa u AeBcku.

Mpuopumem ,HacbpyaBane Ha uHoBauuume u
pecypcHama edpekmuBHocm*

Pasxogume 3a Hay4HO-u3cAegoBamencka u pa3BolHa getiHocm
B8 CeBeposanageH paioH ca uskalouumeaHo Hucku — 1,6% om
Bcuyku pasxogu 8 HIPL, usBvpwenu 8 cmpadama npe3 2010
2. (6609 xuA. A8.) [enom Ha pasxogume 3a HVIPL om BBI1 Ha
patioHa Bv3ausa egBa Ha 0,13%. EgHa om npuyuHume 3a us-
ocmaBaxe Ha C3P 8 obaacmma Ha HWPL u uHoBauuume e
cAabomo npegecmaBumeacmBo Ha u3cAegoBamencku UeHMPO-
Be, kakmo u kauecmBeH npexog koM npuAokHU uscregBaHus u
mpaHcdep Ha UHOBauUU U MEeXHOAO2UU OM OCMaHaAume op2a-
Hu3auuu 8 cmpaxama.

CobliecmByBawume HayyHU Op2aHU3auuu ca 0CHOBHO B cea-
ckomo cmonaHcmBo — /iiemumymbm no nAaHUHCKo 3eMege-
Aue U kuBomHoBvbgemBo, — TposaH, ,/Hcmumymom 3a uapeBu-
uama, 8 Knexa, ,/IHcmumymom no r03apcmBo u BuHapcmBo,,
B MaeBeH, ,MiHcmumymbm no dypaxku, — MAeBeH, Hcmumy-
mbm no nyeaapcmBo, — AoBey u gp. BoB BompewHopeauoHa-
AEH nAaH 0bracm MaeBeH ce ouepmaBa ¢ Hadl-Bucok nomeHuuaA
3a Hay4Ho-u3cregoBamencka gediHocm.

There is a plan for implementation of support measures for the
activities of the existing scientific organizations in the NWR and
to establishnew ones, also to strengthen the links between the
regional business, universities and research centers.

Priority ,,Activating the specific potential of the
regional economy*

Development of agriculture and forestry in sustainable man-
agement of natural resources

The North West Region has a great potential for development
of agriculture — the highest share of agricultural and farmland
per person compared to the other regions, a high percentage of
irrigated land and good bonus score on the land. With highest
contribution to agricultural production in NWR is the region of
Pleven (26%), followed by the region of Vratsa (23%). The re-
gion is a major producer of cereals (20% of the total production
in the country), corn (26%), sunflower (21%), oilseeds (19%),
grapes (14%). In the livestock breeding NWR produces 20.6%
of the production of cattle, 17% - birds, 22% - milk, 19% - eggs.
Development of the agriculture in the region has all the typical
problems of the development of the sector in the country, extra
complicated by rural depopulation, the high age of the employed
people, the high share of uncultivated land, lack of sufficient
investments, land fragmentation, the inability to implement
modern technologies, as well as thelow purchase prices and
the existence of many intermediaries between producers and
consumers.

The main objective will be aimed at improving the competitive-
ness of the agricultural production, while ensuring sustainable
and efficient use of the resources in the sector. Measures
and activities related to modernization and technological ren-
ovation of farms, construction and modernization of irrigation
infrastructure, reconstruction of facilities to protect against the
harmful effects of water, maintenance and conservation of for-
est resources and forestry development, etc. will be supported.
Projects to associate producers and cooperate theparticipants
in the supply chain of agricultural products and food will be
stimulated.

CTpyKTypa Ha MKOHOMMKaTa B CeBepo3anageH paiioH

Economic structure in North-West region

W CeKTOp Ha ycnyruTe,
Services sector

W CeKTOp Ha UHAYCTPUATA,
Production sector

CeKTOp Ha CenckoTo
cTonaHcTso, Agriculture
sector

M3moyHuk BBIT: MIHcmumym 3a nasapHa ukoHomuka, 2009 2./ Source GDP: Institute for market economy
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MAaHupa ce peaausauus Ha Mepku 3a nognomazae Ha ged-
HOCMMa Ha ColuecmByBauwume HayyHu op2aqusauuu 8 C3P u
uszpakgaHe Ha HoBu, a cowlo maka u ykpenBaxe Ha Bpouakume
MeXgy pe2uoHaAHuA busHec, yHuBepcumemume U u3caegoBa-
meackume ueHmpoBe.

Mpuopumem ,AkmuBu3upaie Ha cneyuduyHus nomeHuuan
Ha pe2uoHanHama ukoHomuka“

Pa3zBumue Ha ceackomo u 2opckomo cmonaicmBo npu
ycmoilyuBo ynpaBaeHue Ha npupogHume pecypcu

CeBeposanageH padoH ce omauvaBa ¢ Bucok nomeHuuaa 3a
pasBumue Ha cenckomo cmonaiemBo - Had-Bucok gan Ha Yo-
Bek Ha 3emegecka u 0bpabomBaema 3emaA cpeg OcmaHaaume
patioHu, Bucok npougHM NoAUBHU NAOLLU U gobpa 6oHUMemHa
ouerka Ha 3emAma. C Had-Bucok npuHoc B npou3BogcmBo-
mo Ha cenckocmonaHcka npogykuua 8 C3P e obaacm [MAeBeH
(26%), caegBaqa om obaacm Bpaua (23%). PatioHbm e ocHo-
BeH npousBogumen Ha 3bpHeHu kyamypu (20% om kpadxama
npogykuus 8 cmpaHama), uapeBuua (26%), cAoH402reg (21%),
macnogaiHu cemena (19%), eposge (14%). B »uBomHoBobg-
cmBomo C3P npousBexkga 20,6% om kpalHama npogykuus om
egbp pozam gobumbk, 17% - nmuuy, 22% - MAako, 19% - Adua.

Pa3Bumuemo Ha ceackomo cmonaHcmBo B8 palioHa uma Bcuy-
ku xapakmepHu npobAemu Ha pa3Bumuemo Ha ompacbAa 8
cmpaHama, gonbAHUMEAHO YCAOKHEHU om 0be3alogaBaHemo
Ha cenama, Bucokama Bv3pacm Ha 3aemume, Bucokuam gaa
nycmeewu 3emMu, Auncama Ha gocmanTb4Ho uHBecmuuuy, pas-
gpobeHocmma Ha 3emAama, HeBo3MmKHOCMMa 32 npuAazatHe
Ha MOgepHU mexHoAo2uU, kakmo u Huckume uskynHu ueHu u
HaAUYUEMO Ha MHO20 nocpegHuUUU MexXgy npou3Bogumenu u
nompedumenu.

OcHoBHama ueA we 6bge HacoueHa koM nogobpABaHe koHky-
peHmocnocobHocmma Ha 3emegeackomo npou3BogecmBo npu
2apaHmupade Ha yemodyuBo u epekmuBHO u3noa3BaHe Ha pe-
cypcume B ompacoaa. Le ce nogkpenam mepku u getiHocmu,
cBbp3aHu C MOgepHU3auus U MEXHOAORUYHO 06HOBABaHe Ha
cmonaHcmBa, uszpakgaHe U MOgepHU3UPaHe Ha XUgPOMEAUO-
pamuBHa uHdpacmpykmypa, pekoHcmpykuua Ha CoopkeHus-
ma 3a npegnasBaHe om BpegHomo Bv3geticmBue Ha Bogume,
noggopkaxe U CoxpaHaBaHe Ha 2opckume pecypcu u pasBumue
Ha 2opckomo cmonaHcmBo u gp. LLle 6bgam cmumyAupaHu
npoekmu 3a cgpykaBaqe Ha npousBogumeau u koonepupaHe
Ha yyacmHuuume BbB Bepuzama 3a npegaazaqe Ha 3eMegencku
npogykmu u XpaHu.

Pa3Bumue Ha ycmoiyuBu ¢opmMu Ha mypusbm

C3P uma 3abeneXkumeneH kyamypeH nomeHuuaa, komo moxe
ga ce u3noa3Ba 3a pasBumue Ha ycmolyuBu Gopmu Ha mypu-
3bM. [pe3 mepumopuAma Ha patioHa npeMuHaBa eBponelickus
kyamypen kopugop ,JyHaBcku kyamypeH mapwpym‘. Peau-
cmpupaHu ca 3 883 6p. HegBwkumu kyAmypHU UeHHOCMU, a
navemHuuume ¢ kameaopus ,0m HAUUOHAAHO 3HaYeHUE" Ha
mepumopuAma Ha pailoHa ca 198 6p. Tyk ce Hamupam beno-
2paguuwkume ckaau, kpenocmma baba Buga, MhoxkeHckusm,
Cegemme npecmona, Kaucypckusm u TposHckuam masacmup,
newepume CoeBa gynka, Mazypama u AegeHuka, [leBemauwka-
ma newepa, KpywyHckume Bogonagu, apxumekmypeH pesep-
Bam Bapouwa u gp.

Development of sustainable forms of tourism

NWR has a remarkable cultural potential, which can be used to
develop sustainable forms of tourism. Through the territory of
the region passes the European cultural corridor ,Danube cultur-
al route”. There are 3883 immovable cultural property registered
and monuments categorized as ,o0f national importance* on the
territory of the region are 198. Here are situated the Belograd-
chik rocks, the Baba Vida fortress, the monasteries Glozhenski,
Seven Thrones, Klisurski and Troyan, the caves Saeva dupka,
Magura, Ledenika, Devetashka cave, the Krushuna waterfalls,
the Varosha architectural reserve and etc.

Despite that, the region is still unattractive for significant invest-
ments in tourism. The sector has supplementary value in the
economic structure of the region and a small contribution to
the growth of GDP and GVA. There is a notable discrepancy
between the various tourism potentials and capabilities and
the practically undeveloped touristic product that focuses on
the individual cultural and natural sites. Many of the potential
tourist attractions are not designed in a way to exploit their po-
tential and the associated tourism infrastructure is incomplete,
outdated, worn or missing. NWR ranks last among the NUTS 2
level regions in the country in construction of tourist facilities,
recreation areas, the number of tourists and revenue from sales
of tourist services. The potential of Varshetz municipality with its
mineral springs is not used either. As at 31.12. 2012 the tour-
ist base in NWR covers only 2.9% of the total number of beds
in accommodation facilities in the country, and the generated
income from tourism on basis of accommodation is minimal
- 2.1% of the total income generated in the country, including
foreigners - 0.5%. Leading by more than 1/3 of the income from
accommodation has the region of Lovech.

Itis envisaged to implement measures and activities for the use
of the specific natural, cultural and historical potential of the re-
gion, which will lead to the diversification of the regional econo-
my and stimulation of the regional economic growth. The inter-
ventions will focus on protection and restoration of the cultural
and natural heritage of the region and development of natural,
cultural and historical attractions related to the local potential
for the development of different types of tourism (cultural, reli-
gious, spa, eco and adventure, rural, and sport&health tourism).
linitiatives will be supported to create regional tourist products
and to advertise and market those products; to develop cultural
and creative industries; to develop local traditions, customs and
cultural events that have periodic character.

Priority ,Improvement of the access to education and social
infrastructure and prevention of the risks of social exclusion”

In NWR there is a serious problem in terms of population age
structure and reproduction of the working age population. Ac-
cording to the latest census in 01.02.2011 the population of
the region is 847138 people or 11.5% of the population of the
country and the density of the population - 44.42 people/ km? is
significantly lower than the average for Bulgaria - 65.7 people/
km?. These are the lowest figures among the NUTS 2 level re-
gions. In the period between the two censuses 2001-2011 the
population of NWR has decreased by 190 231 people or 18.3%.
This is the highest absolute and relative decline in population of
all the regions in the country. The low density in some regions
and municipalities is an indicator of problems in use of the ter-

Bobnpeku moBa, patioHbm Bce owe ocmaBa HenpuBaekame-
AeH 32 3Hayumu unBecmuuuu 8 mypusama. OmpacoAobm uma
gonbABawo 3HayeHue B cmpykmypama Ha ukoHomukama Ha
palioHa u ManbK NpUHOC 3a nocmu2aHe Ha pacmeX Ha BBIT u
B[C. HabalogaBa ce noguepmaHo HecbomBemcmBue meXgy
pa3HoobpasHume mypucmuyecku nomeHuuaau u Bvo3moXHoc-
mu u npakmuyecku HepasBumua mypucmudecku npogykm,
kolimo akueHmupa Ha omgeaHu kyamypHu U npupogHU 0bekmu.
MHoz20 om nomeHuuaaHume mypucmuyecku ampakuuu He ca
paspabomeHu No HayuH, kodmo ga onoAsomBopsaBa mexHus
nomeHuuaa, a cBbpaaHama ¢ max npuaeXkawa mypucmuvecka
UH(Gpacmpykmypa e He3aBbplueHa, 0cmapsaAa, U3HOCEHA UAU
AuncBawia. C3P ce HapeXga Ha nocAegHo MACMO cpeg pado-
Hume om HUBO 2 B cmpaHama Nno u32pageHocm Ha mypucmu-
yeckama 6a3a, Mecmama 3a omgux, 6poA Ha mypucmume u
npuxogume om npogaxo6u Ha mypucmuyecku ycayeu. Momex-
Uuaxbm Ha o6wuHa Bopuweu ¢ HelHUMe MUHepaAHU u3Bopu
CblLO He ce u3noA3Ba. Kom 31.12.2012 2. uszpageHama 6asa
Ha mypu3ma B8 C3P o6xBawa camo 2,9% om o6wus 6pod Ha
Ae2Aama B mecmama 3a HacmatABaHe B cmpaHama, a peaau-
3UpaHume Npuxogu om mypu3bM Ha 6a3a u3BbpLeHu HoulyBku
ca MUHUMaAHU — 2,1% om obwume peaausupaHu 8 cmpaHama
npuxogu, 8 m.4. om yykgeHuu — 0,5%. Bogewo mAacmo ¢ Hag
1/3 om npuxogume om HowlyBku 8 palioHa 3aema obaacm N\o-
Beu.

MpegBukga ce npurazaHe Ha Mepku u geliHocmu 3a ycBoABaHe
Ha CneuuguyHUA NpUPOgeH, KyAmype u ucmopuyecku nomeH-
UuaA Ha paliona, koemo om cBos cmpaHa we goBege go gu-
BepcuduuupaHe Ha peauoHarHama ukoHoMuka u cmuMyAupaHe
Ha peauoHaAHus ukoHomuyecku pacmexk. MiHmepBeHuuume we
ce Hacouam kom ona3BaHe u pecmaBpauus Ha kyamypHomo
U NpupogHO HacaegcmBo B paiioHa u pa3Bumue Ha NPUPOgHU,
KyamypHu u ucmopuyecku ampakuuu, cBbp3aHu ¢ MecmHuA
NOMeEHUUAA 32 pasBumue Ha pasaudHU BugoBe mypusom (kya-
MYypeH, peAuzuo3e, cna, eko u npukatoueHcku, ceacku, cnopm-
HO-03gpaBumenaeH mypusbm). LLie ce cmumyaupam uHuuuamu-
Bu 32 cb3gaBaHe Ha pe2uoHaAHU mypucmuyecku npogykmu u
maxHama pekaama u mapkemuse; 3a pas3Bumue Ha kyamypHu
u mBopyecku uHgycmpuu; 3a pa3Bumue Ha MecmHume mpagu-
uuu, obuyau u kyamypHu cobumus, koumo umam nepuoguyeH
xapakmep u gp.

Mpuopumem ,Mogo6psABaHe Ha gocmbna go 06pa3oBaHue u
couuanna undpacmpykmypa u npegomBpamaBane Ha pucko-
Beme 3a couuanHo uskaloyBane“

B C3P e Hauue cepuo3eH NpobAeM no OMHOLEHUE Ha Bb3pac-
moBama cmpykmypa Ha HaceaeHuemo u BvanpousBogecmBomo
Ha MpygocnocobHOmMOo HaceaeHue. Cnopeg NOCAEGHOMO npe-
6ponBaHe Ha HaceaeHuemo kom 01.02.2011 2. HaceAeHUEMO Ha
patioHa e 847 138 g. uau 11,5% om HaceaeHUemO Ha cmpaHama,
azbcmomama my e - 44,42 g/km? U e 3HauUMeAHO no-Hucka
om cpegHama 3a bbazapus - 65,7 g/km?. ToBa ca Hail-Huckume
cmodHocmu cpeg palioHume om HuBo 2. B nepuoga meXgy
gBeme npebpoABaHua 2001-2011 2. HaceaeHuemo Ha C3P e
Hamaano cbe 190 231 g. uau ¢ 18,3%. ToBa e Hali-20AdMOMO
26CONOMHO U OMHOCUMEAHO HaMaAABaHe Ha HaceAeHUemo om
Bcuuku patioHu B cmpaHama. Huckama my 2ocmoma 8 Hakou
obracmu U 06WUHU € uHgukamop 3a npobAeMu B u3noa3Ba-
HEMO Ha HAaAUYHUME mepumopuaAHu pecypcu 8 max. Peguua
06uuHu 8 paiioHa ca ¢ 2bcmoma nog 15 g./kv?

ritorial resources available. Several municipalities in the region
have population density of less than 15 people/km2 .

As at 31.12.2012 the birth rate in the region is 8,4%o and is
lower than the average for the country (9,5%o). According to
this indicator NWR could be compared only with the North-Cen-
tral Region (8,5%o) and is in a disadvantaged position com-
pared to the other four NUTS 2 level regions. The situation is
similar with the death rate. With an average for the country of
15%o, for the NWR the death rate is 19,9%o and is a few points
higher than the other regions. In the worst situation with natural
reproduction of the population is the region of Vidin (23,2%o).

The aging process is most clearly expressed in NWR compared
to the other NUTS 2 level regions, where the population aged 65
and older is 23.2% in 2011. The region is with the highest age
dependency ratio of the population — 55.4% with an average
for the country of 46.5%. The demographic replacement rate
is also lowest in the NWR — 58 and with the worst rates in the
region of Vidin — 51.

Improvement of the access to education and improving the
education level of the population

NWR has a relatively low share of highly educated population
- 14.8%. 45.9% of the population in the region has secondary
education, 25.7% - primary. The region has the lowest share of
university students among the six NUTS 2 level regions — only
0.6%. There are universities in the townof Pleven — the Medical
University and the Pedagogical college Pleven (branch of the Ve-
liko Tarnovo University ,St.st. Cyril and Methodius*); in Lovech —
the Technical college, which is a basic unit in the structure of the
Technical University of Gabrovo; in Vratsa — the Pedagogical col-
lege (branch Vratsa of the Veliko Tarnovo University ,St.st. Cyril
and Methodius®) and branch of the Medical University of Sofia.
There are no universities in the regions of Vidin and Montana.

The network of secondary vocational schools is relatively well
established. The number of the students in the region in 2011 is
56 843 and the number of schools — 295.

The further planned measures and activities are aimed towards
modernizing of the system of education and achievement of bet-
ter flexibility to the rapidly changing needs of the needs of the
labor marked in the region.

Initiatives will be promoted aiming at increasing the interaction
between the educational institutions and the business and the
inclusion of employers and labor market institutions in the cur-
riculum development, which will improve the quality of educa-
tion.

In order to gain competencies in accordance with the labor mar-
ket requirements the implementation of systems for anticipating
the needs of the labor market for workforce, the development of
programs for early career orientation, the optimization of the net-
work of vocational and specialized schools in order to improve
their attractiveness according to the needs of the labor market,
providing opportunities for vocational training and training for
acquiring key competences of employed and unemployed
persons, including on-the-job training, retraining and lifelong
learning will be promoted. Special efforts will be made for the
disadvantaged groups.
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Kom 31.12.2012 2. koeduuueHmbm Ha pakgaemocm B palioHa
e 8,4% u e no-Hucbk om cpegHus 3a cmpadama (9,5 %). Mo
mo3u nokasamea C3P e cbusamepum eguHcmBeHo coc CLIP
(8,5%) u € 8 no-HebAA2ONPUAMHO NOAOXKEHUE OM OCMaHaAume
yemupu padioHa om HuBo 2. AHanO2UYHA € cumyauuama u no
OMHOWeHUe Ha koeduuueHma Ha cvbpmHocm. [Mpu cpegHa
cmodHocm 3a cmpadama 15%, 3a C3P cmodHocmma Ha koe-
(uuuerma Bv3ausa Ha 19,9% u e ¢ Hakoako nyHkma no-Bucoka
0m ocmaHaaume padoHu. B Hali-HebAazonpuamHa cumyauus
¢ ecmecmBeHomo Bo3npou3BogcmBo Ha HaceAeHuemo e 06-
Aacm BuguH (23,2%).

lpougcbm Ha 3acmapABaHe e Hai-CuAHO nposBeH B8 C3P 8
CpaBHeHue ¢ ocmaHaaume padioHu om HUBO 2, Kbgemo Hacene-
HUemo Ha 65 u noBeye 20guHu e 23,2% npe3 2011 2. PalloHom
€ U C Had-Bucok koeduuueHm Ha Bb3pacmoBa 3aBucumocm Ha
HaceneHuemo - 55,4% npu cpegHo 3a cmpaHama 46,5%. Koe-
(huuueHmobm Ha gemozpadcko 3amMecmBaHe Colo e Hal-Hucok
B8 CeBeposanageH palioH — 58 u ¢ Hali-HebAa2oNpUAMHU cmMol-
Hocmu B obAacm BuguH - 51.

MogobpaBaHe Ha gocmbna go 06pa3oBanue u noBuwaBaxe Ha
06pa3oBamenHomo paBHuLE Ha HaceAeHUEmo

C3P e ¢ omHocumeAHo Hucok gaa Ha Bucokoobpa3oBaHo Hace-
AeHue — 14,8%. Coc cpegHo 0bpasoBatue e 45,9% om Hacene-
Huemo B palioHa, a 25,7% - ¢ 0CHOBHO. PalioHbm € ¢ Had-HUCbk
gAA cmygeHmu cpeg wecmme padoxa om HuBo 2 - egBa 0,6%.
Bucwu yuebHu 3aBegeHus uma 8 2p. MaeBeH — MeguuuHcku
yHuBepcumem u Megazoauyecku koneX (duauan Ha Beauko-
mopHoBckusa yHuBepcumem ,,C8. CB. Kupua u Memogud®); 8 2p.
N\oBey - TexHuueckua konex, kolimo e 0cHOBHO 3BeH0 B cmpyk-
mypama Ha TexHuuecku yHuBepcumem — labpoBo; 2p. Bpaua
— [Negazoauyecku koaex (puauan Bpaua Ha BeaukombpHoBeku
yHuBepcumem ,CB. CB. Kupua u Memogud®) u ¢uAuaa Ha Me-
guuuHcku yHuBepcumem Codus. Bucwu 3aBegeHus auncBam 8
obracmume Bugun u MoHmana.

Mpexkama om cpegHuU NPOGECUOHAAHU YYuAULA € CpaBHUMeA-
HO gobpe u3epageHa. bposm Ha yueHuuume B8 paidoHa npe3
2011 2. e 56 843, a 6poAM Ha yyuAuwama — 295.

MAarupaHume Gbgewu Mepku U geliHoCMU Ca Haco4eHu kom
ocvBpemeHABaHe Ha cucmemama Ha 00pa30BaHuemo u
nocmu2aHe Ha No-20AAMa 2bBkaBocm cnpAmo 6bp30 NPOMEHs-
Wwume ce nompebHOCMU Ha na3apa Ha mpyga B paidoHa.

Key area of intervention will be the creation of conditions to re-
tain the highly educated population in the region and the reduc-
tion of early school leavers.

Construction of educational infrastructure and training
infrastructure

In order to provide opportunities for advanced training, activities
for the reconstruction/rehabilitation of infrastructure at all levels
of education and training systems, construction, equipment and
implementation of energy efficiency measures will be support-
ed.

It is envisaged to establish a branch of the University of Rousse
,Angel Kanchev* in the town of Montana and to study the oppor-
tunities for establishing a university in the town of Vidin, which
will help to keep the young people in the region.

Investment in health and social infrastructure, which con-
tributes to the regional development, reducing inequalities in
health status, and transition from institutional to communi-
ty-services at local level

The NWR has a relatively well established hospital network —
twenty four general hospitals including the Hospital - Military
Medical Academy in the town of Pleven, six specialized gen-
eral hospitals, one center for mental health, one center for skin
and venereal disease, one complex cancer center, two state
psychiatric hospitals, one specialized rehabilitation hospital,
three hospitals for further and continuous treatment, five cen-
ters for emergency medical assistance and thirty-two branches
for emergency medical help. The number of hospital beds is 5
441 with 613,48 beds per every 100 000 people, which corre-
sponds to the average for the country — 611/1 000 000 people.
The territorial location of the different types of hospitals is con-
sistent with contingents of population served. The hospitals in
the regional centers — Vidin, Montana, Vratsa, Lovech and Plev-
en are with regional functions and the others — with municipal.

The region has a well developed network of institutions provid-
ing social services. Here are 18.7% of the social institutions
in the country. The trend of reduction in both the number and
capacity of facilities for social services in NWR is a result of
the change in the model of the providing of these services. It
is expressed in the deinstitutionalization of the system and the
provision of social services in the usual environment for people
with disabilities, in risk, etc. In the recent years day centers have
been built for people with various disabilities, shelter homes, etc.
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LLle ce cmumyAupam uHUUUamuBu, Haco4eHu koM 3acuaBaHe Ha
B3aumogedicmBuemo meXgy 06pa3oBameAHume UHCMUMYUUU
U 6u3Heca U BkalouBaHemo Ha pabomogameAu U UHCMUMY-
uuu om mpygoBua nasap B8 paspabomBaHemo Ha yyebHUme
npozpamu, koemo we nogobpu kayecmBomo Ha noay4eHomo
06pa3oBaHue.

C uen npugobuBaHe Ha komnemeHmHocmu 8 cbomBemcmBue ¢
nasapa Ha mpyga Wi ce HacbpyaBa BHegpABaHemo Ha cucme-
MU 32 NPO2HO3UPaHe Ha NOMPEdHOCMUME Ha Nasapa Ha mpyga
0m pabomHa cuAa, pa3pabomBaHemo Ha npozpamu 3a PaHHO
NpoeCUOHAAHO OpUEHMUPAHE, ONMUMU3UPaHEMO Ha MpeXa-
ma om NpPOGECUOHAAHU U CNEUUAAUSUPaHU YYUAUWA C UEA No-
BuwaBaxe Ha maxHama ampakmuBHocm B8 cbomBemcmBue ¢
Hykgume Ha nasapa Ha mpyga, ocuzypaBaHe Ha Bv3moxkHoCcmMUu
32 NPO(ECUOHAAHO 0Dy4eHue U 0byueHue 3a npugobuBaqe Ha
katouoBu komnemeHmMHoCMU Ha 3aemu U 6e3pabomHu Auua, 8
m.y. U 06yyeHUA Ha pabomHomo mAcmo, npekBaAudukauua u
yueHe npe3 ueaus XkuBom. CneuuanHu ycuaua we 6bgam noao-
HkeHu 3a 2pynume B8 HepaBHOCMOLHO NOAGXKEHUE.

KalouoBa obaacm Ha UHmMepBeHUUU We 6bge Cb3gaBaHemo Ha
ycAoBua 3a 3agbpkaHe Ha BucokoobpazoBaHomo HaceeHue 8
pailoHa u HamaasBaHemo Ha npekgeBpeMeHHo Hanyckawume
YUUAULLE.

132pakgane Ha obpasoBamenHa uHpacmpykmypa u Ha UH-
¢pacmpykmypa 3a 0by4eHue

C oeneg ocuzypABaHe Ha Bb3MokHOCMU 32 MOGEPHO 00yYeHUe
we ce nogkpenam gedHocmu 3a pekoHcmpykuus/peMoHm Ha
uHdpacmpykmypama BbB8 Bcuuku HuBa Ha obpasoBameaHama
U 0byyumeaHama cucmema, cmpoumeacmBo, 0bopygBaHe u
BHegpABaHe Ha Mepku 3a eHepauliHa edpekmuBHocm.

MpegBwkga ce cb3gaBaHe HA duAuan Ha Pycexckus yHuBep-
cumem ,AHzen KoHueB" 8 2p. MoHmaHa u npoyyBaHe Ha Bb3-
MokHocmume 3a paskpuBaqe Ha Bucuwie yuebHo 3aBegeHue 8
2p. BuguH, upes koumo ga ce 3agbpkam mMaagu xopa 8 palioHa.

IlhBecmupane B 3gpaBHa u couuanHa undpacmpykmypa,
koAmo gonpuHacs 3a pezuohanHomo pa3Bumue, noHwkaBaxe
Ha HepaBHonocmaBeHocmma no OMHOWeEHUE Ha 3gpaBHus
cmamyc u npemuHaBase om cAyk6u Ha UHCMUMYUUOHAAHO
paBHuwe koM caykou Ha mecmHo paBHuwe

C3P uma cpaBHUmMeAHo gobpa u3zpageHocm Ha GOAHUYHA Mpe-
»ka — gBagecem u Yemupu MHO20NPOGUAHU BOAHUUU 3a akmuB-
HO AeyeHue, Bka. MBAA — BMA, 2p. lAeBeH, wecm cneuuaAusu-
paHu 60AHUUY 32 akmUBHO AeYeHUE, EJUH UEHMbP 32 NCUXUYHO
3gpaBe, eguH ueHMubp 3a koxkHo-BeHepuuecku 3aboaaBaHus,
eguH komnaekceH OHKoAO2UYEH UgHMbP, gBe gbpkaBHU ncu-
XUampuyHU GOAHUUU, egHa CheuuaAu3upaHa boAHuua 3a pexa-
BuAumauuA, mpu GoAHUUU 32 goAekyBaHe U nNpogorKUMEeAHO
AeYEHUE, NEM UEHMbPA 32 CnelHa MeguuuHcka nomou, u mpu-
gecem u gBa duauana 3a cnewHa meguuuHcka nomow, bpoam
Ha 6oAHUYHUME AeeAa e 5 441, kamo Ha 100 000 gywu ce
nagam 613,48 Aeaaa, koemo cbomBemcmBa Ha cpegHomo 3a
cmpaHama — 611/1 000 000 gywu HaceaeHue. TepumopuaAHo-
MO pa3noAoXkeHUe Ha pasAudHUME BugoBe 6OAHUYHU 3aBegeHus
€ Cbobpa3eHo ¢ koHmuxaeHmume om 06caykBaHo HacereHue.

PatioHom € ¢ gobpe pa3Buma mpeXka om uHcmumyuuu 3a npe-
gocmaBsaHe Ha couuaAHu ycayeu. Tyk ce Hamupam 18,7% om

As at 31.12.2011 in the NWR there are seven theaters (dra-
ma and puppet) with 13 stages and 3 264 seats, which are
located in the regional centers and registered 126 000 visits.
The number of movie theaters in the region is only 2 and this is
the only NUTS 2 level region, in which not all regional centers
have movie theaters. The museums are 21 with the most in the
regions of Lovech and Montana (6) and the largest number of
exhibits and employed staff have the museums in Pleven. In
comparative terms it can be concluded that NWR has the lowest
number of cultural institutions, compared with other regions of
NUTS 2 level.

To increase the attractiveness of the living environment in the
region it is planned to implement targeted measures for the de-
velopment of the health, social, cultural and sporting services.
Envisaged are activities for repair, rehabilitation or construction
of buildings, facilities, improvement of energy efficiency, pur-
chase of equipment, access for all citizens to different services
and improvement of the effectiveness of the provided services.

Prevention of risks, leading to social exclusion and
isolation

The average income per person in the household in NWR in
2011 amounts to 3 551 Iv, which is lower than the national av-
erage. Below the poverty line is 30.6% of the population of the
region (whereas the national average is 21%). A significant part
of the population of the region has the attitude that it lives in
material deprivation - 46.3% at 45.7% - average for the country.
In 2010 over half of the population in the NWR (51, 3%), or
462.7 thousand people are in need of special care to overcome
poverty, social inequality and exclusion from active labor.

Low income affects the standard of living and reduces the at-
tractiveness of the region as a place to work and live, regardless
of the presence of a number of preconditions, which serve as
advantages. The most sustainable approach in this regard is to
create the necessary environment for work, education, social
and health care as a fundamental prerequisite for the realization
of subsequent employment. Support will be granted to various
measures relating to the integration of groups with special needs
and the Roma, the active participation of the vulnerable groups
on the labor market, provision of accessible environment —
physical, institutional, informational, etc.

Priority ,Increasing employment and development of the
labor market”

NWR has the lowest employment rate of people aged 20-64
as at 21.12.2012., compared to other NUTS 2 level regions of
the country - 58%. The average for EU-27 rate is 68.5% while
for Bulgaria — 63%. In the various regions the employment rate
(population aged 15-64) ranges from 52.2% in Vidin to 55.5%
in Pleven. The unemployment rate of people aged 15-64 in the
region in 2012 was 12.4%, same as the country average level.
The highest unemployment rate is in the region of Vidin - 17.5%,
and the lowest - in the region of Vratsa - 9.4%. To overcome the
existing gaps between the demand and supply of labor force
there are intervention planned, aiming at prevention of the ex-
clusion from the labor market. Activities will be promoted, which
are aimed at the acquisition of key competencies (training) of
employed and unemployed people to meet the new require-
ments for knowledge and skills of the workforce with priority
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couuarHume 3aBegeHus 8 cmpadama. TeHgeHuusma Ha Hama-
AABaHe kakmo Ha 6pos, maka u Ha kanauumema Ha obekmu-
me 3a couuanHu ycayeu 8 C3P, e pesyamam om npomadama 8
MOogeAa Ha npegocmaBsHe Ha me3au ycayeu. Tod ce uspasaBa 8
geuHcMumMyuuaAu3auus Ha cucmemMama u npegocmataHe Ha
COUUAAHUME ycAyeu B obuyaliHama cpega Ha Auuama c yBpex-
gaHus, 8 puck u gp. Mpes nocAegHUME 20guHU Ce npemMuHata
kom paskpuBaHe Ha gHeBHU goMoBe 3a Auua ¢ pasauyHU BugoBe
yBpeXkgaHus, 3awumeru uAuwa u m.H.

Kom 31.12.2011 2. 8 C3P uma 7 meamopa (gpamMamuyHu u
gpamamuyHo-KykaeHu), ¢ 13 cueHu u 3 264 mecma, koumo ca
AokaausupaHu 8 obaacmHume ueHmpoBe u peaucmpupaHu 126
XUA. nocewleHus. bpoam Ha kuHama 8 paiioHa e camo 2 u moBa
© eguHcMBeHUA palioH om HuBo 2, B kodmo He Beuyku obAacm-
HU ugHmpoBe umam kuHa. My3seume ca 21, kamo Hal-2oaam
6pod uma 8 obracmume AoBey u Monmana (6), a Hali-2oAdm
6pot ekcnoHamu u 3aem nepcoHa umam My3seume B8 MaeBeH. B
cpaBHumeneH naaH Moxke ga ce HanpaBu usBogom, ye C3P e ¢
Hal-maako kyamypHu uHcmumyuuu 8 cpaBHeHUe ¢ ocmaHaAu-
me palioHu om HUBo 2.

3a noBuwaBaHe Ha npuBrekameaHocmma 3a XkuBeeHe B patioHa
Ce NAGHUpa peaau3auusma Ha uereHacoyeHu Mepku 3a pasBu-
muemo Ha 3gpaBHume, CouuaaHume, KyAmypHUme u cnopmHu-
me ycayau. MpegBkgam ce gelHOCMU N0 pemMoHM, Bb3CMaHo-
BABaHe UAU u32pakgaHe Ha czpagu, NOMeLEHUs, NogobpABaHe
Ha eHepaudHama edekmuBHocm, 3akynyBae Ha 00opygBare,
ocu2ypABaHe gocmbn Ha Bcuuku 2pakgaHu go pasaudHUME
BugoBe ycayau, kakmo u nogobpsaBaHe Ha edekmuBHocmma Ha
npegaazaHume ycayau.

MpegomBpamsaBaue Ha puckoBe, Bogewu koM couuanHo us-
knlouBaHe u usonauus

CpegHuam goxog Ha Auug om gomakuscmBomo 8 C3P npe3
2011 2. Bo3au3a Ha 3 551 AB. u e no-HuCbk om cpegHuA 3a
cmpaHama. NMog AuHuAma Ha begHocm e 30,6% om HaceaeHue-
mo Ha patioHa (npu 21% cpegHo 3a cmpaHama). Egua 3Hauu-
MEeAHa Yacm Om HaCeAeHUEMO Ha palioHa uma Haeaacama, Ye
kuBee npu MamepuaaHu AuweHus — 46,3% npu 45,7% - cpegHo
3a cmpadama. Mpe3 2010 2. Hag noAoBuHama om HaceAeHUemo
8 C3P (51,3%), uau 462,7 XuA. Auua, ce Hykgasm om cneuuan-
HU 2pwku 3a NpeogoAdBae Ha begHoCMMa, COUUAAHOMO He-
paBeHcmBo u uskalouBaHemo om akmuBHa mpygoBa getiHocm.

Huckume goxogu gaBam ompaeHue Bbpxy cmaxgapma Ha
»kuBom Ha HaceAeHuemo U HamaraBam npuBaekameaHocmma
Ha palioHa kamo macmo 3a mpyg u XuBeexe, He3aBucumo om
HaAu4uemo Ha peguua npegnocmatku, koumo u2pasm poadma
Ha npeguMcmBa. Hati-ycmodyuBuam nogxog 8 masu Bpu3ka e
ga ce Cb3gage Heobxogumama cpega 3a mpyg, 06pasoBaHue,
COUUAAHU U 3gpaBHu 2puku, kamo ocHoBHa npegnocmatka 3a
peaAusupaHemo Ha nocAegBauia 3aemocm. Mogkpena we noay-
Yam pasAuyHU Mepku, CBbp3aHu ¢ UHMe2pauuA Ha 2pynume CoC
CneuuaAHu Hykgu u Ha pomume, akmuBHO yyacmue Ha yAa3Bu-
MUME 2pynu Ha nasapa Ha mpyga, ocuaypABaHe Ha gocmMonHa
cpega - usuyecka, UHCmUMYUUOHaAHa, UHhOPMAUUOHHA U gp.

[puopumem ,MoBuwiaBaHe Ha 3aemocmma u pasBumue Ha
nasapa Ha mpyga“

C3P e ¢ Hall-Hucbk koeduuueHm Ha 3aemocm Ha HaceAeHuemo
Ha Bo3pacm 20-64 2. kom 31.12.2012 2., cpaBHeH ¢ gpyaume

given to young people, development of programs for training and
retraining according to the needs of the labor market, improving
agent services for employment and assistance with job search,
support for self-employed and starting up entrepreneurs
through vocational training and education. Targeted measures
will apply to the group of inactive marginalized populations and
groups with low education and skills and without qualifications.

Priority ,,Strengthening institutional capacity at regional and
local level to improve the processes of governance

Access to quality public services

The implementation of measures and projects is planned to en-
sure better effectiveness of the public services to the citizens
and the business. This includes investments in IT infrastruc-
ture and in improving the qualifications of the employees in
the regional and municipal administrations in order to facilitate
high-quality and fast service provision to the citizens and effec-
tive implementation of e-governance.

Improvement of the management of processes and
activities

Attention will be given to improving the internal connections in
the local administrations and their relationship with the central
government, as well as enhancing of the capacity of local au-
thorities to implement the principle of partnership and promo-
tion of intermunicipal cooperation. For achievement of a higher
absorption of the funding from operational programs and other
programs financed by the EU it is planned to conduct training of
human resources in the administration.

Priority ,,Development of transport infrastructure®

Improvement of the existing and building of new
road infrastructure

As of 31.12.2012, the total length of the national road network
in NWR is 3,391 km, which includes 7 km motorways, 387 km
Ist category roads, 766 km lind category roads and 2,231 km
Illrd category roads. The density of high-category roads in the
region is 0.02 km/ sq. km. and is the lowest among the regions
of NUTS 2 level and lower than the national average (0.03 km
/ sq km), which indicates that currently the transport services
in NWR are on a lower level than the other regions. Best served
by first class roads are the regions of Lovech and Pleven. The
density of roads of regional significance in the region is 0.160
km / sq km and is above the country average (0.145 km / sq
km). Determining role in the transport services in the region and
for the provision of access to the towns and villages has the
regional road network — roads of second and third category.

Through the territory of NWR passes the European Transport
Corridor N2 4, and along its northern boundary Danube river
- Transport Corridor N2 7. Transport corridor N2 4 is not well
completed and does not have good technical parameters on
the territory of the region. Most important for the integration of
the region into the national and European road networks are the
roads with European categorization: class | road E-79 in the di-
rection of the cross-European corridor N 4 Vidin-Montana-Vrat-
sa-Sofia-Kulata, class | road E-72 Sofia-Yablanitsa-Sevlievo-Ve-
liko Tarnovo-Targovishte-Shumen-Varna and class | road E-83
Sofia-Pleven-Byala-Rousse.

patioHu om HUBo 2 8 cmpaHama — 58%. CpegHo 3a EC-27 mo3u
koeduuueHm e 68,5%, a 3a boazapua - 63%. B omgeaHume
obaacmu koeduuueHmMobm Ha 3aemocm (Ha HacereHUemo Ha
Bo3pacm 15-64 2.) Bapupa om 52,2% 3a BuguH go 55,5% 3a
IAeBeH. PaBHuwemo Ha 6e3pabomuua Ha HaceAeHUEMO Ha
Bo3pacm 15-64 2. B8 patioHa npes 2012 2. e 12,4%, koakomo
€ U cpegHomo 3a cmpaHama HuBo. Hat-Bucoka e 6e3pabo-
muuama 8 obaacm Bugu — 17,5%, a Hal-Hucka — 8 obaacm
Bpaua — 9,4%. 3a npeogoAdBaHe Ha CbliecmByBawume He-
cbomBemcmBus MeXkgy mMbpceHemo U npegaazaHemo Ha
pabomHa cuaa Ce NAaHUPam UHMEPBEHUUU, HACOYeHU KoM
npeBeHuuA Ha omnagaHemo om nasapa Ha mpyga. LLle ce cmu-
MyAUpam geHOCMU, HacoueHU KoM npugobuBaHe Ha kalouoBu
komnemeHmHocmu (06y4eHus) Ha 3aemu U 6e3pabomHu Auua 8
0meoBop Ha HoBume u3uckBaHuA kKoM 3HaHUAMA U ymeHuAma
Ha pabomHama cuaa ¢ npuopumem koM Auuama 8 maagexkka
Bo3pacm, paspabomBaHe Ha npozpamu 3a kBaauukauua u
npekBaaudukauua cbobpasHo Hy)kgume Ha nasapa Ha mpyga,
nogobpABaHe Ha nocpegHuyeckume ycAyau 3a 3aemocm U no-
MO, NpU MbPCEHeMO Ha paboma, nogkpena 3a cavoHaemu
AUUA U HaYUHaeWwu npegnpuemayu 4pe3 npodecuoHanHa kBa-
Augukauus u obyyeHue. LieneHacoueHu mepku we ce npuaazam
koM 2pynama Ha HeakmuBHuUme Auua om MapauHaAusupaHume
2pynu 0m HaceAeHUemO U om 2pynume ¢ Hucko 0bpa3oBatue u
6e3 kBanudukauus.

Mpuopumem ,VkpenBaHe Ha UHCMUMyUUOHaAHUA kanauu-
mem Ha 06AacmHO U MecmHo HuBo 3a nogodbpABaHe Ha npo-
uecume Ha ynpaBaeHue”

Tlocmun go kayecmBeHu obwecmBeHu yeay2u

MhaHupa ce peanusauusma Ha mepku u npoekmu 3a ocuayps-
BaHe Ha no-Bucoka edekmuBHocm Ha nyGAUYHUME YCAYy2U 3a
2pakgaHume u 6usHeca. ToBa BkalouBa uHBecmuuuu 8 UT uH-
(hpacmpykmypa u 8 noBuwaBare Ha kBaaudpukauuama Ha pa-
6omewume B 06AaCMHUMeE U 0buuHCkume agMuHucmpauuu
C UeA kauecmBeHo u yrecHeHo 06CcAykBaHe Ha epakgaHume u
eekmuBHo npuAazaHe Ha eAekmpoHHO ynpaBaeHue.

MogobpsABaHe ynpaBreHuemo Ha npouecume u
gedHocmume

LLle ce pabomu 3a nogobpABaHe Ha BompewHume Bpbaku B8
MecmHUmMe agMuHUCMpauuu U Bpbakama um ¢ UeHmpaAHama
agMuHucmpauus, kakmo u 3a noBuwaBaxe Ha kanauumema Ha
MecmHume BAacmu 3a NPUAA2aHe Ha NPUHUUNA Ha NapMHbLOP-
cmBo U cmuMyAupaHe Ha MeXkgyobLuuHckomo cbmpygHUYecm-
B80. 3a nocmuzane Ha no-Bucoka ycBosemocm Ha cpegcmBama
N0 onepamuBHUMe Npo2pamu U gpyau Npo2pamu, GuHaHCUpaHu
om EC, ce naaHupa ocbuiecmBaABaHemo Ha 0byyeHUsA Ha yo-
Bewkume pecypcu B agMuHucmpauuama.

Mpuopumem ,Pa3Bumue Ha mpaxHcnopmHama
ungpacmpykmypa“

Mogo6pAaBane Ha cowecmByBawama u uszpakgaHe Ha HoBa
nomua uHdpacmpykmypa

Kom 31.12.2012 2. obwama gomkuHa Ha penybaukaHckama
nbmHa mpexXa 8 C3P e 3 391 km, koemo BkalouBa 7 km aBmo-
Mazucmpanu, 387 km nomuwia | kaac, 766 km nomuwia Il knac
u 2 231 km nomuwia Ill kaac. 'ecmomama Ha nomuwama om

In the section of the border with Republic of Serbia on the
territory of NWR function 2 of 5 in total border checkpoints -
Bregovo (Bregovo-Negotin) and Vrashka chuka (Kula-Zaychar).
Research was made and in high degree of readiness is the third
border checkpoint — Salash — Novo Korito.

The main objective will be to improve transport access within
the NWR to the main transport routes through modernization
of the existing one and construction of new road infrastruc-
ture, which would significantly reduce travel time. There will
be a construction of high-speed road Vidin-Sofia, rehabilitation
and reconstruction of the road network class Il and Class |II,
rehabilitation and reconstruction of the municipal road network
and street network in the settlements. It is planned to develop
the transport infrastructure in another important for the region
transport direction - in the direction west-east.

Construction of railway infrastructure

The railway network is second of significance and importance
for providing access and transport services to the population
in the area. The total length of the built and functioning railway
lines within the NWR is 642 km, constituting 15.7% of the rail
network in the country. The density of the existing railway net-
work is 33.7 kilometers / 1,000 square km and is lower than
the national average - 36.7 km / 1,000 sq km. After the entry
into operation of Danube Bridge 2, the load of the railway net-
work will increase. Gondition of the railway network currently
does not correspond to the traffic capacity of Danube Bridge
2, and therefore there is a project to build a high-speed railway
Vidin-Sofia. It is essential to make every effort to implement as
much of this project. This allows connecting the northern re-
gions of Europe with the Middle East in the shortest way. The
main railway lines, serving the territory of North West Region
are Il major railway line Sofia-Mezdra-Gorna Oryahovitsa-Varna,
included in the European Agreement on Main International Rail-
ways (AGC) and VII main railway line Vidin-Mezdra - Sofia-Ku-
lata, included in the European Agreement on the most important
lines of international combined transport and related facilities
(AGTC). Important role in the development of the region have
the secondary railways Brusartsi-Lom, Boychinovtsi-Berkovit-
sa, Yasen-Cherkvitsa, Levski-Svishtov and Levski-Troyan. It is
important to promote and to make the rail transport in the region
more attractive, which will lead to the reduction of the pollution
from road transport.

Improving the infrastructure along the Danube River and the
cross-border corridors and intermodal terminals

The north border of the North West Region goes along the Dan-
ube River - the only navigable river in the country. The waterway
of the Danube River is one of the trans-European transport cor-
ridors - N2 7. The belonging of the NWR to the Danube coast
is a factor to overcome the negatives of its peripheral location
especially after the opening of the Danube Bridge Il (Vidin-Cala-
fat). Water transport on the Danube River within the NWR is
serviced by the ports of Vidin, Lom and Oriahovo, but does not
have that significant impact on the economy of the region as it
is able to offer. The port of Lom is the second largest port on
the Danube River in Bulgaria and the established infrastructure
provides the shortest direct land connection Lom - Thessaloniki.
The port of Vidin operates four port terminals. Both ports fall
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Bucok kaac 8 patioHa e 0,02 km/kB.km u e Hal-Hucka meXgy
padioHume om HUBO 2 U no-Hucka om cpegHama 3a cmpaHa-
ma (0,03 km/kB.km), koemo onpegens, ye koM Hacmoawus
MOMEHM mpaHcnopmHomo 06¢AyBate Ha C3P e Ha no-Hucko
HUBO cnpAMO 0cMaHaaume padioHu. Hati-gobpe 06cAykeHU om
nbpBokAacHu nbmuwa ca obaacmume AoBey u MaeBeH. Mocmo-
mama Ha Mbmuwama ¢ pe2uoHaAHO 3HaueHue B paiioHa e 0,160
km/kB.km u e Hag cpegHama 3a cmpaHama (0,145 kvi/kB.km).
OnpegeAdwua poAd 3a mpaHcnopmHomo 06cAyBaHe B8 pato-
Ha U 3a ocuzypaBaHemo Ha gocmbn go HaceaeHume mecma 8
obAacmume UMa pezuoHaAHama mbmHa mMpexka - Momutiama
Bmopu u mpemu kaac.

Mpe3 mepumopuama Ha C3P npemuHaBa eBponeticku mpaHc-
nopmeH kopugop N4, a no ceBepHama My 2paHuua peka [y-
HaB — mpaHcnopmeH kopugop N27. TpaHcnopmeH kopugop
N4 HAma gobpa uszpageHocm U mexHuyecku napavempu 8
mepumopuAma Ha paloHa. Hali-20AAMO0 3HaueHue 3a UHme-
2pupaHemo Ha patioHa B HauuoHaaHama u eBponeticka NomHa
Mpeka umam nbmuwama ¢ eBponelicka kamezopusauus:
nopBokaaceH nbm E-79 no HanpaBaeHuemo Ha TpaHceBponed-
ckus kopugop N4 Buguh-MonmaHa-Bpaua-Codua-Kynama“,
nbpBokaaced mbm E-72 ,Codus-AbraHuua-CeBaueBo-Beauko
TopHoB0-TopaoBulue-LLymeH-BapHa“ u nbpBokaaced nom E-83
,Codusa-TreBeH-bsana-Pyce".

B yuyacmuoka om epaHuuama ¢ Penybauka Cbpbus Ha mepumo-
pusma Ha C3P ca paskpumu 2 om o6wo 5 KK — bpe2oBo
(bpe2oBo-HezomuH) u Bpbuwka uyka (Kyna-3aduap). C u3Bop-
WeHU npoyyBaHuA u Bucoka cmeneH Ha 20moBHOCM 3a pas-
kpuBare e u mpemu npexog — KMM Caraw-HoBo kopumo (8
NPOUEC Ha u3zpaXgaHe).

OcHoBHa uen we 6bge nogobpABaHemO Ha MPAaHCNOpPMHUA
gocmbn B8 pamkume Ha C3P go 2naBHume mpaHcnopmHu
HanpaBAeHUA Ype3 MOgepHU3auus Ha coliecmByBawama u
uszpakgaHemo Ha HoBa nomHa uHGpacmpykmypa, koemo we
Nn03B0AU 3HAYUMEAHO HamaaaBaHe Ha Bpememo 3a npugBux-
BaHe. MMpegBwkgam ce uszpakgaHemo Ha ckopocmeH nbm
Bugur-Codus, pexabuaumauus u pekoHcmpykuus Ha penyoau-
kaHckama nmbmHa mpexka Il u lll knac, pexabuaumauus u pekoH-
cmpykuua Ha 06WwuHckama nomHa MpeXa U yauyHama mpexka 8
HaceaeHume Mecma. [MaaHupa ce u pa3Bumue Ha mpaHcnopm-
Hama uHGpacmpykmypa no gpy2omo BaxkHo 3a palloHa mpaHc-
NopmHo HanpaBAeHue - 8 nocoka 3anag-u3mok.

132pakgane Ha kenesonmomHa uHppacmpykmypa

JKenezonomHama Mpexka e Bmopa no 3HaueHue u BaxkHocm 3a
0cuzypABaHe Ha mpaHcnopmeH gocmbn u 06¢AykBaHe Ha Hace-
AeHuemo 8 patioHa. 0buiama goAkuHa Ha u3zpageHume U GyHk-
UUOHUpaWU X.n. AUHUU Ha mepumopusama Ha C3P e 642 kwm,
koumo cocmaBaaBam 15,7% om .n. Mpexkama Ha cmpasama.
[ocmomama Ha u3zpageHama ».n. mpeka e 33,7km/ 1000
kB.km u e no-Hucka om cpegHama cmodHocm 3a cmpaHama —
36,7 ki 1000 kB.km. [lyHaB mocm 2 Beve e B8 ekcnaoamauus,
U ce 04akBa HamoBapeHocmma Ha kn Mpexama ga ce yBeauyu.
CbemosHuemo Ha ».n. mpexkama 8 MomeHma He CoomBem-
cmBa Ha nponyckameArHama Bvb3moxkHocm Ha [yHaB mocm
2, nopagu koemo e cb3gageH ugeeH npoekm 3a uszpakgaHe
Ha BucokockopocmHa ».n. AuHus Bugun-Codusa. Om ocobena
BakHocm € ga ce noAokam MaKCUMaAHU YCUAUS 3a U3MbAHE-
HUe Ha Bb3MOXHO Hal-20AdMa Yacm om mo3u npoekm. Tasu

within the priority areas of infrastructure in the Bulgarian territo-
ry for the development of international combined transport. On
the territory of NWR operate also several smaller ports of local
importance - Oriahovo, Somovit and Nikopol. On the river border
with Romania there are 3 border checkpoints: Vidin-Calafat, Ori-
ahovo-Beket and Nikopol-Turnu Magurele, served by ferryboats.
These border checkpoints are internal for the EU and facilitate
the activities of cross-border cooperation between regions and
municipalities in both countries. Despite the very limited activity
of the river transport at the moment, the port infrastructure has
a high working capacity and good potential for service. There
will be rehabilitation, reconstruction and modernization of ports,
strengthening and further development of protection facilities
against the high waters of the Danube River, establishment of
river informational system in the Bulgarian part of the river.

Priority ,,Development of the technical infrastructure®

The energy infrastructure in NWR is well developed. On its ter-
ritory is located Kozloduy NPP - the only nuclear power plant in
Bulgaria and the largest producer of electricity in the country. Its
annual share in the national electricity production is 34%.

NWR has a limited contribution to meeting national targets for
using renewable energy sources and energy efficiency in the im-
plementation of the EU strategy Europe 2020. The generated in
the NWR electricity from renewable energy sources in 2010 was
4.6% of the figure for the country (5,787,814 thousand kWh),
which ranks the region fourth compared to the other NUTS 2
level regions. Dominant share in electricity production from RES
in NWR have the Hydropower Plants. Under development is the
utilization of other types of renewable energy sources. A small
part of the NWR along the ridge of Stara Planina is within the
area of medium-sized wind energy production. Part of the ter-
ritory of the region on its western and southern boundaries is
within the area where there are natural conditions for the use
of solar energy. Real assessment of the use of solar energy is
that is mainly for own needs, as the potential is not big enough.

The main measures envisaged are associated with the devel-
opment of efficient energy infrastructure and use of facilities for
the production of energy from renewable energy sources. For
a full usage of the advantages of the direct use of natural gas
there will be acceleration of the development of gas distribu-
tion networks and household gasification — construction of a
pipeline and connecting the region of Vidin with the national gas
transfer network.

Although in the recent years there has been growth with signif-
icant rates of the indicators of access to and use of the Internet
in NWR, compared with the average for the EU-27 level, the re-
gion is far behind in terms of connectivity and use of technology
by the business and users, as well as in terms of usability. At
31/12/2012 38% of the households in NWR have Internet ac-
cess and the region ranks last among regions on NUTS 2 level
in the country (for Bulgaria this share is 51% and for the EU-27
- 73%). Provision of broadband services is economically more
profitable to develop in densely populated areas. Therefore, a
significant part of the territory region remains without informa-
tion infrastructure and the population - with no chance to take
advantage of distance opportunities for learning, information
and electronic services.

AUHUA no3BoAABa cBbpaBaHe Ha ceBepHume palioHu Ha EBpona
¢ 6auskus u cpegHuA usamok no Had-kpamkus mom. OcHoBHUME
»keAe30MbmHU AUHUU, 06cAyKBauu mepumopuama Ha CeBepo-
3anagHus patioH ca Il 2aaBHa ».n. aunus ,Coua-Me3gpa-fopHa
OpnAxoBuua-BapHa“, Bkalouexa 8 EBponelickomo cnopasymeHue
3a 2AaBHUMe MexkgyHapogHu X.n. AuHuu (AGC) u VI 2naBHa x.n.
AuHUA ,BuguH-Mesgpa-Codusa-Kyrama®, BkaloueHa 8 EBponed-
ckomo cnopasymeHue 3a Had-8akHume AUHUU 3a MeXXgyHapog-
Hu kombuHUpaHu npeBo3u u cBopaaHume ¢ max obekmu (AGTC).
BakHa poaa 3a pasBumuemo Ha palioHa uvam u Bmopocme-
neHHume n AuHuu ,bpycapuu-Aom®, ,boiyuHoBuu-bepkoBuua“,
JAcen-YepkBuua“, ,A\eBcku-CBuwoB” u ,AeBeku-TposaH", BakHo
€ ga ce cmumyAupa u HanpaBu no-ampakmuBeH »eAre3onbmHus
mpaxcnopm 8 palioHa, koemo we goBege go 02paHuyaBaqe Ha
3aMopcABaHUAMa om aBmoMOBUAHUA MpaHenopm.

MogobpsaBaue Ha uHdpacmpykmypama no p. [yHaB u mpa-
c2paHuyHume kopugopu u uHmepMoganHU mepMuHanu

CeBepHama epaHuua Ha CeBeposanagHus palioH cbBnaga ¢ peka
[lyHaB - equHcmBeHama naaBamenaxa peka y Hac. BogHuam nom
Ha peka [lyHaB e egus om TpaHceBponedckume mpascnopmHu
kopugopu - No7. MpuHagaekHocmma Ha C3P kom [lyHaBckomo
kpatibpexXue e dakmop 3a npeogordBaHe Ha HezamuBume Ha
nepudepHomo My noAoXkeHUEe 0c0beHO ¢ omkpuBaHemo Ha [y-
HaB mocm 2 (Bugun-Kanaam). BogHuam mpaxcnopm no peka
[TlyHaB Ha mepumopusma Ha C3P ce o6caykBa om npucma-
Huwama Buguh, Aom u OpaxoBo, HO HAMA OHOBA 3HAYUMEAHO
BAuaHue 32 ukoHomukama Ha patioHa, kakBomo e 8 cbcmosHue
ga npegnoXu. lMpucmaHuwe Aom e Bmopomo no 20AeMuHa
gyHaBcko npucmaHuwie 8 BbAzapus, kamo u3zpageHama UH-
(hpacmpykmypa ocueypsBa Hai-kocama gupekmHa Cyxo3em-
Ha Bposka Aom — CoayH. Mpucmaruwe Bugux ekcnaoamupa
Yemupu NPUCMAHUWHU mepMuHaAa. 11 gBeme npucmanuwa
nonagam 8 npuopumemHume uHGpacmpykmypHu HanpaBaeHus
Ha 6bazapcka mepumopus 3a pa3Bumuemo Ha MeXgyHapogHU

It is planned to establish infrastructure to provide wireless
access in public places and guaranteed provision of Internet
services to the public sector, including improved access for
people with disabilities. Besides overcoming the so-called ,dig-
ital exclusion” of certain parts of the region, measures will be
supported for the population to acquire the necessary computer
skills.

Priority ,,Protection of the environment and biodiversity*

Development of environmental infrastructure - water supply,
drinking water and waste water treatment plants and waste
depots

The relative share of the population with water supply in NWR as
at 31.12.2011 is 99.4%, with an average 99.2% for the country.
In the region of Pleven 100% of the population has public water
supply. A significant part of the population in the region is on
a limited water supply regime - 15.7% with an average for the
country of 3%. Much of the water supply system is obsolete
and outdated, which leads to a high percentage of water losses
-57.9% in 2011.

There is a delay in the construction of sewage networks in the
region. As at 31.12.2011 only 57.6% of the population of NWR
is covered by sewerage networks (with a national average of
74%) and 32.9% of it is served by waste water treatment plants
(with a national average 55.7%). These are the lowest figures
compared to other NUTS 2 level regions. The region of Vidin
has the lowest percentage of the population connected to public
sewerage system. Moreover, the population of the region is not
connected to waste water treatment plant.

The scope of the measures to be taken includes the construc-
tion of new and reconstruction of existing water supply sys-
tems, improvement of the technical condition of the water sup-
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kombuHupaxu npeBo3u. Ha mepumopusma Ha C3P dyHkuuo-
Hupam u HAkoako no-maaku npucmanuwa ¢ AokaneH xapakmep
— OpaxoBo, ComoBum u Hukonoa. Mo peyHama 2paHuua ¢ Py-
MbHUA Ca pasnoAokeHu 3 2paHuyHU npexoga: BuguH-Kanagam,
OpnAxoBo-bekem u Hukonoa-TypHy Mbeypene, 0bcaykBanu om
(hepubomHu Bpbaku. Teau npexogu ca ¢ xapakmepucmukume Ha
BompewHu 3a EC u yaecHABam geliHOCMUME N0 mpaHcepaHuy-
HOMO CbMpygHUYECMBO HAa Pe2UOHUME U 0BLUHUME MeXgy
gBeme gopkaBu. HesaBucumo om CUAHO O2paHuyeHama ged-
HOCM Ha PeYHuUA mpaHcnopm 8 MOMEHMA, NpucMaHuWHama
uHdpacmpykmypa e ¢ Bucok pabomeH kanauumem u gobbp
nomeHuuaa 3a obcAykBaHe. MpegBukga ce pexabuAumauus,
pekoHCmpykuua U MOgepHU3auua Ha npucmaxuwia, ykpenBaxe
U gouszpakgaHe Ha 3auwUmHU CoopbkeHua cpewly Bucokume
Bogu Ha p. [lyHaB, cb3gaBaHe Ha peyHa UHGOPMAUUOHHA CUC-
meMa B bbazapckama yacm Ha pekama.

Mpuopumem ,,Pa3Bumue Ha mexHuyeckama
undpacmpykmypa“

EnepauiHama uHdpacmpykmypa 8 C3P e gobpe pasBuma. Ha
mepumopusma My e usgpagena ,AELL Kosnogyd* - eguHcmBeHa-
ma amoMHa ueHmpana B8 BoAzapus u Hali-20AaM Npou3Bogumen
Ha enekmpoeHepaua 8 cmpadama. fogulwHuAm G gAaA 8 Hauuo-
HaanHomMo npou3BogemBo Ha enekmpoeHepaus e 34%.

C3P uma 02paHuyeH NpuHOC B nocmu2aHe Ha HaUuUOHaAHUME
UeAU 3a U3noa3BaHe Ha Bb306HOBAEMU eHEp2UTHU U3MOUHUUU
U eHepeauliHa epekmuBHOCM B U3NbAHEHUE HA cmpameauAma
Ha EC ,EBpona 2020". Mpou3BegeHama B8 C3P e. eHepaus om
BEI npe3 2010 2. e 4,6% om cmolHocmma 3a cmpaHama (5
787 814 xun. kBmu), koemo Hapexkga palloHa Ha 4emBbpmo
MACMO CNPAMO 0CMaHaAuMme patioHu om HUBo 2. [JomMuHupaly
gan B npousBogecmBomo Ha enekmpuuecka eHepeua om BEV
8 C3P umam BogHoerekmpuyeckume ueHmpaau. B npougec Ha
pasBumue e onoA3omBopaBaHemo Ha gpyeume BugoBe BEI.
Manka yacm om mepumopuama Ha C3P no 6uromo Ha Cmapa
NAGHUHA nonaga B 30Hama Ha cpegHomauiabHama BempoeHep-
2emuka. Yacm om mepumopuama Ha paiioHa no HezoBama 3a-
nagHa u loxkHa epaHuua nonaga 8 30Ha, kegemo cowecmByBam
NPUPOgHU YcAoBUA 32 U3NOA3BaHE HA CAbHYeBama eHepaus.
PeanHama ouenka 3a u3noA3BaHemo Ha CAbHuYeBama eHepeus
€ no-ckopo 3a cobecmBeHu HyXgu, Mol kamo nomeHuuanom He
€ gOCManTb4HO 20AAM.

OcHoBHume mepku, koumo ce npegBukgam, ca cBbp3aHu ¢
pa3Bumue Ha epekmuBHa eHepauliHa uHppacmpykmypa u us-
noA3BaHe Ha CvbopbkeHua 3a npou3BogcmBo Ha eHepauA om
Bv300H0BAEMU eHepaudHU U3MOYHUUY. C UeA Hali-NbAHO U3-
noA3BaHe Ha npegumcmBama Ha gupekmHama ynompeba Ha
NpuUpogHUA 2a3 ce npegBukga yckopaBaHe Ha uszpakgaHemo
Ha 2a3opasnpegeaumenHu MpexXu u 2asudukauusma Ha goma-
kuHcmBama - usgpakgaHe Ha 2azonpoBog u cBbp3BaHe Ha 06-
Aacm BuguH ¢ HauuOHaAHama 2a3onpexocHa Mpexka.

Bobnpeku ye npes nocAegHUME 20gUHU Ce omyuma Hapacmea-
He CbC 3HaYumeAHU memnoBe Ha nokasameAume 3a gocrmon
U noa3BaHe Ha ViHmepHem Ha C3P, cpaBHeH coC cpegHomo 3a
EC-27 HuBo, paliovbm u3ocmaBa 3Ha4umenHo, kakmo no om-
HOLLIEHUE Ha CBbp3aHOCM U NPUAGKEHUE HA MEXHOAOUUME OM
busHeca u nompe6umeAume, maka u N0 OMHOWEHUE Ha NOA3-
Baemocmma. Kom 31.12.2012 2. 38% om gomakuscmBama 8
C3P umam gocmbn go uHmepHem, kamo palioHbm ce Hapekga

ply systems, construction of treatment plants for drinking water
to improve water supply and drinking water quality, as well as
construction of sewerage systems and waste water treatment
plants in settlements over 2000 PE.

The relative share of the population, served by organized waste
collection systems in NRW reaches 99.4% as at 31.12.2011.
It is envisaged to introduce a more effective system of waste
management in a limited number of regional depots, to intro-
duce modern technologies for separate waste collection, com-
posting of the biodegradable waste, recycling and environmental
disposal.

Prevention of natural risks and climate security

NWR can be identified as one of the regions with favorable indi-
cators in terms of air quality. Pollution in the region is mainly by
sulfur dioxide and fine dust, whose origin can be explained by
combustion and production processes. As at 31.12.2011 the
levels of controlled key indicators for air quality, with the excep-
tion of the fine dust indicator are below the established stan-
dards for the protection of human health. There are no reports
of excess indicators of sulfur dioxide, nitrogen dioxide, carbon
monoxide and ozone.

The largest share of the soils in NWR (57.56%) have moderate
to severe erodibility at a national average of 52.47%. The most
widespread process of water erosion in NWR is established in
the municipalities of the region of Lovech and in the municipality
of Chuprene in the region of Vidin.

The medium-term prognosis until 2020 for EU regions places
NWR among the most vulnerable areas of Europe facing chal-
lenges of globalization, demographic, climate and environmental
changes. The highest are indexes of vulnerability to demograph-
ic problems and globalization. The risks of climate changes are
related to the possible activation of water and wind erosion,
floods, drought and possible strengthening of landslide process-
es, which are typical for the region.

To increase the climate security of the region there are mea-
sures and activities planned for flood prevention and anti-abra-
sion and erosion, including the strengthening of landslides and
the coastline of the Danube River and building and construction
of drainage facilities and infrastructure. In order to prevent, it
is envisaged to establish early warning systems for emerging
risks from floods, fires, landslides, etc., development of plans
for risk management and ensuring technical protection reme-
dies. Of particular concern is the maintenance and conservation
of forest resources.

Protection and restoration of natural heritage, biodiversity,
soil conservation and promotion of ecosystem services, in-
cluding NATURA 2000 and green infrastructure

The territorial structure of NWR includes 70.6% agricultural ter-
ritories, 21.2% forests and 5.2% - urban areas. The proportion
of protected areas in NWR is 6% of the territory of the region
and the share of protected areas under NATURA 2000 - 31.3%.
Naturally protected territories, including those under Natura
2000, are located mostly in the mountainous forest areas. The
region covers a large part of the national park Central Balkan
with the natural reserves of Tsarichina, Boatin, Steneto, Severen

Ha NOCAEgHO MACMO cpeg palioHume om HuBo 2 8 cmpaHama
(3a Boazapua mosu gan e 51%, a 3a EC-27 — 73%). Mpegocma-
BAHemo Ha wupokoreHMOBU ycayau om ukoHoMudecka 2negHa
movuka e no-peHmabuAHo ga ce pa3BuBa B 2bCmo HacereHUMe
padioHu. [Mopagu masu npuyuHa, 3Ha4yumeAaHa yacm om me-
pumopuAma Ha pailoHa ocmaBa 6e3 UHhopMauloHHa UH(pa-
cmpykmypa, a HaceAreHUemo — 6e3 WaHc ga ce Bo3noa3Ba om
gUCMAaHUUOHHUME Bb3MOXHOCMU 3a 06y4eHuUe, UHhOPMAUUA U
enekmpoHHU yCAyau.

lAaHupa ce uzpakgaHemo Ha uHppacmpykmypa 3a ocuayps-
BaHe Ha 6eakuyeH gocmbn Ha 0becmBeHU Mecma U 2apaH-
MUupaHomo npegaazaHe Ha ViHmepHem ycayeu 3a obuiecmBe-
HuA cekmop, BKAOYUMEAHO U Ha YAECHEH gocmbn 3a xopama
¢ yBpekgaHus. OcBeH npeogoAdBaHe Ha M.Hap. ,gueumanHa
U30AAUUA" HA ONPegeAeHU Yacmu om palioHa, we ce nogkpensm
u mepku 3a npugobuBaHe Ha Heobxogumume komnlomopHU
YMEHUSA OM HaCEAEHUEemo.

Mpuopumem ,,Ona3BaHe Ha okonHama cpega u
6uopasHoobpasuemo”

Pa3Bumue Ha ekono2uynama uxippacmpykmypa — BuK, npe-
yucmBameAHu cmaHuuu 3a numedHu u omnagHu Bogu u gena
3a omnagouu

OmHocumeAHUAM gan Ha BogocHabgeHomo HaceneHue B8 C3P
kom 31.12.2011 2. e 99,4%, npu cpegHa cmodHOCM 3a CmpaHa-
ma 99,2%. B obaacm MaeBex 100% om HaceaeHuemo e 06xBa-
Hamo om o6wecmBeHo BogocHabgABaHe. 3HauumeAHa yacm om
HaceneHuemo B palioHa e ¢ pexkum Ha BogonogaBare - 15,7% npu
CcpegHo 3a cmpaHama 3%. foaavia yacm om BogocHabgumenta-
ma MpeXka e ocmapsaa U aviopmusupara, koemo Bogu go Bucok
OMHOCUMeAEH gsaA Ha 3a2ybume Ha Boga - 57,9% npe3 2011 2.

Hanuue e usocmaBaHe B usepakgaHemo Ha kaHaAu3auUOHHU
MpexXu 8 patioHa. Kom 31.12.2011 2. camo 57,6% om Hacene-
Huemo Ha C3P e 06xBaHamo om kaHaAu3auuoHHU MpeXu (npu
CcpegHo 3a cmpaxama 74%), kamo 32,9% om He20 e 06CcAyKeHo
¢ MNCOB (npu cpegHo 3a cmpaHama 55,7%). ToBa ca Had-Hucku-
me cmodHocmu B cpaBHeHue ¢ ocmaaaume paloHu om HuBo 2.
06aacm BuguH e ¢ Hali-HUCbK NpoueHM Ha HaceAeHuemo, cBbp-
3aH0 ¢ obwecmBeHa kaHanusauua. Cowo maka HacereHuemo
Ha obracmma He e cBbp3aHo ¢ npeyucmBameAHa cmaHuus 3a
omnagHu Bogu.

(06xBambm Ha Mepkume, koumo wie Gbgam npegnpuemu, Bkaloy-
B8a usepaXkgaHe Ha HoBU U pekoHcmpykuus Ha cbuecmByBawu-
me BogocHabgumenHu Mpexku, NnogobpsBaHe mexHuyeckomo
cbcmosHue Ha BogonpoBogHume cucmemu, uszpakgaHe Ha
npeyucmBameAHu cmauuu 3a numedHu Bogu 3a nogobpsABaHe
Ha BogocHabgaBatemo u kauecmBama Ha numelHume Bogu,
kakmo u uszpakgaHe Ha kaHaAu3aUUOHHU CUCMEMU U Ha npe-
yucmBameAHU cmaHuuU 3a omnagb4Hu Bogu B HaceneHu Mecma
Hag 2000 e.X.

OmHocumeAHUAM gsaA Ha 0BCAYYKEHOMO OM CUCMEMU 32 Op2a-
HU3UPaHO CbbupaHe Ha omnagbuume HaceAeHue 8 C3P gocmuza
99,4% kom 31.12.2011 2. MpegBuxkga ce BbBexkgare Ha no-edek-
muBHa cucmema 3a ynpaBAeHue Ha omnagbuume B oepaHuyeH
©6pol pezuoHaAHu gena, BHegpABaHe Ha CbBpPEMEHHU MEXHOAO2UU
3a pa3gento cobupade, komnocmupaHe Ha GuopasepagumMume
omnagouu, peuukaupaHe U ekoaozuuHo 06e3BpexkgaHe.

Djendem and others. There are investments planned to promote
the protection and restoration of the biodiversity and ecosystem
services, as well as the development of management plans for
protected territories and protected areas.

Priority ,,Improving the model of urban and rural
development”

Improving the quality of urban and agglomeration
environment

The towns in NWR are 45. With a population of over 20 thou-
sand people are seven of them and 40.1% of the population
lives there. The medium-sized towns (with population of 30 to
100 thousand people), which are the centers of regions are: Vi-
din - 48,071 people, Montana - 43,781 people, Vratsa - 60,692
people and 36,600 in Lovech. The largest town is Pleven with
population of 107 thousand people. From the 36 towns iden-
tified, for which Integrated plans for urban regeneration and
development (IPURD) are drafted, 6 are located in the NWR:
Pleven, Lovech, Vratsa, Montana, Vidin and Lom. The draft-
ing of the 6 IPURD will aim to achieve a synergy effect of the
implemented individual sectoral policies for the implementation
of projects and programs (mainly with investment character).
The activities will include measures to: rehabilitation of the pro-
duction areas, improving the living environment, development
of public spaces, improving the access to public services (ed-
ucation, health), including for people with disabilities, energy
efficiency measures, energy production from renewable energy
sources in urban environment, integrated public transport and
introduction of modern forms of management, gasification and
more. The National Concept for Spatial Development of Republic
of Bulgaria (2013-2025) proposes as basic centers in NWR to
be included also the towns of Belogradchik, Troyan, Berkovitsa,
Mezdra, Nikopol, Cherven Bryag and Kozloduy, for which IPURD
will be drafted. For the other towns and especially for the small
ones, which can help for the survival of the undeveloped rural
areas, also similar instrument will be sought after for supporting
the integrated development.

The meridional main axis of urban development in NWR is
orientated along the Trans-European Transport Corridor N2
4, crossing the western part of the region. It can be seen as
the main axis of urban development in Western Bulgaria (Vi-
din-Montana-Vratsa-Mezdra-Sofia). The other urban axis within
the NWR (ie. Northern urbanization axis) is orientated along the
Sofia-Mezdra-Pleven -Rousse route.

Main poles in the urbanization axes in the region are the town of
Pleven and the town of Vidin. Secondary axes of development
are formed in the directions of Nikopol-Pleven-Lovech-Troyan,
Kozloduy-Vratsa, Montana-Lom.

According to the proposed classification in the National Spatial
Development Concept of the Republic of Bulgaria (2013-2025)
in the North West Region are:

- 1 town of second level - large and medium towns of national
importance - Pleven;

- 4 towns of third level - centers of regional importance on the
territory of the regions of Vidin, Montana, Vratsa and Lovech;

- 16 towns of fourth level - small towns with micro-regional
importance on the territory of municipality groups, as follows:
Belogradchik, Kula, Berkovitza, Lom, Byala Slatina, Kozloduy,
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TMpeBeHuusa Ha npupogHu puckoBe u kaumamuyna
cu2ypHocm

C3P moke ga ce onpegeau kamo eguH om padloHume ¢ 6Aa-
20npuAmHU nokasameAu NO OMHOLWEHUE Ha kayecmBomo Ha
ammocdepHus Bb3gyx. 3ambpcaBasemo B palioHa e NpeguMHO
0m cepHu guokcugu u ¢uHu npaxoBu Yacmuuy, Yuumo npous-
X0g ce 06ACHABa ¢ 20puUBHU U Npou3BogcmBeHu npouecu. Kom
31.12.2011 2. HuBama Ha koHmpoAupaHume 0CHOBHU nokasa-
meAu 3a KAB, ¢ uskatoueHue Ha nokasamea (MY, ca nog yc-
maHoBeHume Hopmu 3a ona3BaHe Ha YoBewkomo 3gpaBe. He
ca omyemeHu npeBuuieHus Ha MK Ha cepeH guokcug, asomet
guokcug, Bv2nepogeH okcug U 030H.

Hati-eonam gan om nouBume 8 C3P (57,56%) ca coc cpegHa
g0 CuAHA nogamAuBocm Ha epo3upate, Npu cpegHa cmodHoCM
3a cmpaHama - 52,47%. Hal-wupoko pasnpocmpaHeHue Ha
npoueca Ha BogonaowHa eposus 8 C3P e ycmaroBeHo 8 06-
WwuHume 8 obaacm A\oBey u 0buiuHa Yynpere 8 obaacm BuguH.

CpegHocpoyHama nepcnekmuBa go 2020 2. 3a peauoHume 8
EC nocmaBsa C3P meXgy Haii-cuaHo yasBumume eBponedcku
palioHu npeg npegu3BukamercmBama Ha 2n06aAu3auuAma,
gemozpadekume, kaumamuyHume u ekoAo2uYHUME NPOMEHU.
Had-Bucoku ca uxgekcume 3a yasBumocm no dakmopume
gemozpadcku npobaemMu U enobaausauus. PuckoBeme om
kauvamuyHume npomeHu ca cBop3aHu ¢ eBeHmyanHama ak-
muBu3auus Ha BogHama u BempoBa epo3un, HaBogHeHUAMa,
3acywaBasemo u Bb3MOKHOMO 3acuABaHe Ha cBAa4uLLHUME
npouecu, koumo ca xapakmepHu 3a palioHa.

3a noBuwaBaHe Ha kaumamuyHama Ccu2ypHocm Ha patioHa
ce naaHupam mepku U gedHocmu 3a npegomBpamsaBaHe Ha
HaBogHeHUA u 6opba ¢ abpasusma u eposuAma, BkalouBawu
ykpenBaHe Ha cBrayuliama u bpezoBama uBuua Ha p. [yHas u
ykpenBare u uszpakgaHe Ha gpeHakHU CoopbXkeHus U UHPpa-
cmpykmypa. C uea npeBeHuuA ce npegBukga usepakgaHe Ha
cucmemu 3a paHHo npegynpexkgeHue 3a Bb3HukBawiu onacHoc-
mu om HaBogHeHusA, nokapu, cBAauuwa u gp., paspabomBaxe
Ha nAaHoBe 3a ynpaBaeHue Ha pucka u ocuaypaBaHe Ha mexHu-
yecku cpegcmBa 3a 3awuma. Om 0co6eHo 3HaueHUe e noggbp-
»kaHemo U cbxpaHABaHemo Ha 20pckume pecypeu.

Ona3Bane u BvacmaHoBABaHe Ha npupogHomo HacaegcmeBo,
6uonozuyHomo pasHoobpasue, ona3BaHe Ha noyBume u Ha-
cbpyaBane Ha ekocucmemHume ycayzu, 8 moBa yucao Hamy-
pa 2000 u 3eneHa undpacmpykmypa

Mesdra, Oriahovo, Belene, Knezha, Levski, Cherven briag, Niko-
pol, Lukovit, Teteven, Troyan.

With the potential for development as a major town - center in
NWR is the town of Pleven, located in the Eastern part of the
region. As a counterweight to the main town-center in the North
West part of the region is the town of Vidin, which has advan-
tage in terms of transport and strategic importance.

There will be incentives to the town center of regional impor-
tance - Pleven to fall into the category of towns - centers of
national importance (FUA) together with Plovdiv, Varna, Burgas,
Ruse and Stara Zagora. It is planned to stimulate also the de-
velopment of a center-double of Pleven — the town of Vidin as
a center in the periphery of the North West Region. The town of
Vidin will have an important stabilizing role in view of its specific
geographical location at the intersection of two major trans-Eu-
ropean transport corridors.

Support for the development of the lagging behind and im-
proving the quality of life in the rural areas

Special attention will be paid to the small towns in the rural ar-
eas in NWR, which are the only urban center on the territory
rural area as places for provision of public services and cre-
ation of jobs. The development of the underdeveloped border
rural areas, whose development potential has been used so far
limited will be stimulated. These are the towns of Lom, Troyan,
Belogradchik, Berkovitza, Kozloduy, Mesdra, Nikopol and Cher-
ven Briag. There will be measures related to the construction of
local infrastructure, renovation of villages, provision of local ba-
sic services and protection of local cultural and natural heritage.
There will be investments in improving the network of municipal
roads in rural areas to provide access to historical tourist sites
and educational, health and social services in the towns and
villages.

Priority ,,Development of Territorial Cooperation

Development of the cross-border cooperation with contribu-
tion to the social and economic growth of the NWR

Peripheral location of the North West Region in terms of the state
boundaries is potential for development of various relations of
cross-border and transnational character. Advantage for mak-
ing these links are the existing and future border crossing and
trans-European transport corridors - N2 4 crossing meridionally
the NWR and N2 7 - the Danube River. The key actions for co-
operation with the regions of neighboring countries - Romania
and Serbia, will focus on improving infrastructure links, joint
risk management and environmental protection, development of
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TepumopuarHama cmpykmypa Ha C3P BkalouBa 70,6% 3eme-
geacku mepumopuu, 21,2% - 2opcku u 5,2% yp6aHusupaHu
mepumopuu. [Jexom Ha 3awumerume mepumopuu 8 C3P e 6%
0m mepumopuAma Ha palioHa, @ geAbm Ha 3alUMeHUMe 30HU
no HATYPA 2000 — 31,3%. MpupogHO 3awumeHume mepumo-
puu, BkatouumeaHo mesu no Hamypa 2000, ca pa3noroXkeHu
Hal-Beye 8 2opckume nAaHUHCKU mepumopuu. B paliona nona-
ga 20A9Ma Yacm Om HauuoHaAHusA napk ,Lesmpaned baakan*
€ npupogHume pesepBamu ,Llapuyuna“, ,boamuH®, ,CmeHemo",
,CeBepeH hkengem” u gp. MAaHupam ce uHBecmuuuu 3a Ha-
CbpyaBaHe Ha ona3BaHemo u Bv3cmaHoBABaHemO Ha BUOAO-
2UYHOMO pa3Hoobpasue U ekocucmemHume ycayeu, kakmo u
pa3pabomBaHemo Ha nAaHOBe 3a ynpaBAeHUE Ha 3awlumeHu
MEePUMOPUU U 3aWUMEHU 30HU.

Mpuopumem ,llogo6psaBaHe Ha mogena Ha 2pagckomo u cea-
ckomo pa3Bumue*

Mogo6psaBane kauecmBama Ha 2pagckama U a2nomepauuoH-
Hama cpega

TpagoBeme B C3P ca obwio 45. C HacereHue Hag 20 XuA.g. ca
cegem, kamo 8 maxkuBee 40,1% om HaceaeHuemo. CpegHo 20-
Aemume 2pagoBe (c HaceaeHue om 30 go 100 xua. g.), koumo ca
U ueHmpoBe Ha obaacmu, ca: Bugun — 48 071 g., Monmana — 43
781 ., Bpaua — 60 692 g. u AoBey 36 600 g. Had-20nam e epag
IAeBeH ¢ HaceneHue 107 xuA. g. Om onpegeAeHume 36 2paga,
32 koumo ce uspabomBam VHmezpupaHu naaHoBe 3a 2pagcko
Bv3cmaoBaABaHe u pasBumue (AMMBP), 6 ce Hamupam B C3P:
MheBeH, NoBey, Bpaua, MoHmana, BuguH u Aom. A3pabomBare-
mo Ha 6-me WMBP we uma 3a uea nocmuaaHe Ha CUHep2UYeH
eekm om npuaazaHume omgeaHu cekmopHu noAumuku 3a pea-
Au3UpaHe Ha npoekmu U npozpamu (0CHOBHO ¢ UHBECMUUUOHEH
xapakmep). [leHocmume we o6xBawam mepku 3a: pexabuau-
mauusA Ha npou3BogcmBeHuU 30HU, N0gobpABaHe Ha XKUAUWHA-
ma cpega, bAa2oycmpoaBaHe Ha nybAuYHUME npocmpaHcmBa,
nogobpABaHe Ha gocmbna go nybAUdHU yeAyau (0bpa3oBaHue,
3gpaBeonasBane), BkalouumeHo 3a xopa ¢ yBpexkgaHus, Mep-
ku 3a eHepaulHa edekmuBHocm, npou3BogcmBo Ha eHepaus
om BEW 8 2pagcka cpega, uHme2pupaH 2pagcku mpascnopm
U BbBekgaHe Ha CbBpemeHHU (opMu Ha ynpaBaeHuemo my,
2a3uduuupare u gp. HauuoxaaHama koHuenuus 3a npocmpan-
cmBeHo pasBumue Ha Penybauka Boacapus (2013-2025 2.)
npegaaza kamo onopHu uegHmpoBe B8 C3P ga Gbgam BkaloueHu u
2pagoBeme benozpaguuk, TposaH, bepkoBuua, Mesgpa, Hukonoa,
YepBen bpsz u Kosnogyd, 3a koumo ga 6bgam paspabomeHu
WMIBP. 3a gpyeume 2pagoBe u 0c06eHO 3a Maakume, Ha koumo
ce pasyuma 3a 0kuBABaHe Ha u3ocmaHaAume ceAcku padoHu,
CbLLO We Ce Mbpcu NOGO6EH UHCMPYMEHM 32 N0gNOMazaHe Ha
UHMe2pupaHo pasBumue.

MepuguoHarHama 0CHOBHA OC Ha ypbaHU3aUUOHHO pasBumue
8 C3P e opueHmupaHa no mpacemo Ha mpaHceBponelickus
mpatcnopmeH kopugop N 4, npecuvaw 3anagHama 4acm Ha
patioHa. Ta moxke ga bbge pasaaekgaHa kamo ocHoBHa oc Ha
ypbaHucmuyHo pa3Bumue B8 3anagHa Bvacapus (BuguH-MoH-
maHa-Bpaua-Mesgpa-Codus). [lpyeama ypbaHu3auuoHHa oc
B8 obxBama Ha C3P (m.Hap. CeBepHa ypbaHU3auUUOHHA OC) € C
opueHmauus no HanpaBaeHuemo Codua-Me3agpa-laeBeH-Pyce.

OcHoBHU noatocu B ypbaHu3auuoHHUME ocu B palioHa ca 2p.
MAeBen u 2p. BuguH. BmopocmeneHHu ocu Ha pasBumue ce
(hopmupam no HanpaBaeHuama Hukonoa-AeBeH-N\oBey-TposaH,
Kosnogyd-Bpaua, Aom-MoHmaHa.

joint economic, social and cultural activities, the development of
integrated strategic planning documents for management and
development of the border territories. The implementation of
joint projects and initiatives between the peripheral border re-
gions will improve the quality of life, work environment and ac-
cess to basic services and will create new opportunities for in-
creased regional competitiveness and sustainable development.

The opportunities for the development of the cross-border co-
operation in NWR as adjacent to the Danube coast, are also
subject to the EU Danube Strategy. The thematic focus of the
future projects will be: creation of links for the Danube Region
— improvement of multimodality, promotion of the use of re-
newable energy sources, development of culture and tourism,
environmental protection in the Danube region — protection of
water and biodiversity, risk management; prosperity of the Dan-
ube region - the development of a knowledge-based society,
increasing the competitiveness of the enterprises, strengthening
the Danube region — improving the institutional capacity and co-
operation, strengthening the security. In the EU Danube Strategy
there is a special emphasis on strengthening the links between
the universities, research centers and regional business in the
Danube macro-region and the goal is to create conditions for
cooperation between existing research and educational insti-
tutes and centers with local businesses in the lagging behind
and disadvantaged regions — the North West and North-Central
Regions.

Focusing on the Danube area will be carried out in designated
areas on both sides of the river, including on the territory of NWR
Vidin-Calafat, Kozloduy-Oriahovo-Beket.

Development of interregional and transnational cooperation,
including for the achievement of the strategic priorities of the
EU Danube Strategy

The transnational and interregional cooperation will continue to
develop as tools for the transfer of experience and good practice
between NWR and other European regions in areas covering the
identified needs of the regions. Multilateral projects of common
interest in the field of environmental protection, the development
of cross-border transport and communication networks, reduce
the dangers of technological and natural risks, establishing
networks for technology and knowledge transfer, etc. will be
supported.




CEBEPOSAMAMEH PAVIOH / NORTH WEST REGION —

Cnopeg npegrokeHama kaacugukauus 8 HauuoHaaHama koH-
uenuuA 3a npocmpaHcmBeHo pasBumue Ha Penybauka Boaca-
pus (2013-2025 2.) B8 CeBeposanageH paloH nonagam:

-1 2pag om Bmopo HUBO — 20AeMu U CpegHU 2pagoBe ¢ Hauuo-
HaAHO 3HaueHue — MNeBeH;

- 4 2paga om mpemo HuBO - UEHMPOBE C PE2LOHAAHO 3HaueHUE
8 mepumopuama Ha obracmume — BuguH, Monmana, Bpaua u
NoBey;

- 16 2paga om yemBbpmo HUBO - Maaku 2pagoBe ¢ Mukpope-
2UOHAAHO 3HaueHUe B mepumopuAma Ha 2pynu 06wuHU, kakmo
cregBa: benozpaguuk, Kyna, bepkoBuua, Aom, bAana Caamuna,
Kosnogyd, Me3gpa, OpaxoBo, beaete, Knexka, AeBeku, YepBe
6psAgz, Hukonoa, AykoBum, TemeBeH, TposH.

C nomeHuuan 3a pasBumue kamo OCHOBeH 2pag-ugHmbp B
C3P e 2p. AeBeH, AokaausupaH B usmoyHama yacm Ha patioHa.
Kamo banaHcbop Ha 0CHOBHUA 2pag-ueHmbp B ceBeposanag-
Hama yacm Ha palioHa ce ouyepmaBa 2p. BuguH, koimo uma
npeBo3xogcmBo N0 OMHOLWEHUE HA MPaHCNOPMHO-CMpame-
2u4eckomo cu 3HaueHue.

MpegBukga ce cmumyAupaHe Ha 2pagckus UgHMbP C peauoHan-
HO 3HaueHue — 2pag MaeBeH, 3a ga nonagHe B kamezopusma Ha
2pagoBe-ueHmpoBe C HAUUOHAAHO 3HaueHue Hapeg ¢ MaoBguB,
BapHa, bypeac, Pyce u Cmapa 3azopa. lpegBukga ce ga 6bge
CMUMYAUPaHO U pa3Bumuemo Ha ueHmMbp-gyoAbop Ha MaeBet
- 2pag Bugun kamo ueHmop 8 nepudepusma Ha CeBeposana-
geH patioH. Ipag BuguH we uma BakHa cmabuAu3upawia poAa
npegBug cneuuduyHomo my 2eozpadeko pasnoroxkeHue 8 mMAc-
mMomo Ha npecuyane Ha g8a BakHu mparceBponelcku mpaHe-
nopmHu kopugopa.

Mogkpena 3a pa3Bumuemo Ha usocmaBawume u nogobpsBa-
He Ha kauecmBomo Ha XuBom B8 cenckume pezuoHu

CneuuarHo BHUMaHuUe Wwie bbge 06bpHamOo Ha Maakume 2pago-
Be B cenckume paidioHu B C3P, koumo ce ABABam eguHcmMBeH
2pagcku UeHMobp Ha mepumopuama Ha ceackua patioH kamo
Mecma 3a npegocmaBAHe Ha NyBAUYHU YCAyeu U Cb3gaBaHe
Ha pabomHu mecma. LLe ce cmumyAupa pa3Bumuemo Ha u3-
OCMaHaAume 2paHudHu ceacku palioHu, YuumOo NOMEHUUaA
33 pasBumue e u3noA3BaH OzpaHu4eHo goceea. TakuBa ca
2pagoBeme Aowm, TpoaH, beaozpaguuk, bepkoBuua, Kosaogyd,
Me3sgpa, Hukonoa u YepBen 6paz. MpegBukgam ce mepku,
cBbp3aHu ¢ usgpakgaHemo Ha MecmHama uHGpacmpykmypa,
06H0BABaHeMO Ha cerama, npegaazaHemo Ha MecmHU 0CHOB-
HU yCAy2U U 0na3BaHemo Ha MECMHOMO KyAmypHO U NPUPOgHO
HacaegemBo. LLle ce unBecmupa 8 nogobpABaHe Ha Mpexama
0m 0bwuHcku nomuwia 8 ceackume palioHu 3a ocuzypABaHe Ha
gocmbn go mypucmuyecku ucmopuyecku odekmu u go obpa-
308amenAHu, 3gpaBHu U COUUaAHU yCAy2U B8 HaceAeHUme Mecma.

Mpuopumem ,,PazBumue Ha mepumopuarHomo
cbmpygHuyecmBo”

Pa3Bumue Ha mpaHczpaHuU4HOMO CbmpygHu4YecmBo ¢ npuHoc
koM couuanHo-ukoHomuyeckus pacmexk Ha C3P

MepudepHomo pasnorokeHue Ha CeBeposanagHua palioH
N0 OMHOWEHUE Ha gbpkaBHUME 2paHuuu Ha cmpaHama e
NomMeHUUaA 3a pasBumue Ha MH02006pa3HuU Bpb3Ku ¢ mpaH-
C2paHuyeH U mpaHcHauuoHareH xapakmep. MpegumemBo 3a
ocbliecmBaBaHe Ha me3u Bpbaku ca HaAUYHUME U Gbgewume
mpaHcapaHuYHU npexogu, kakmo u mpaHcnopmHUme mpax-

ceBponeiicku kopugopu - N4, npecuvaw, MepuguoHaaHo C3P
u Ne7 — p. lyHaB. KalouoBume gedHocmu 3a CompygHuyecmBo
C Pe2UOHUME Ha CbcegHuMe cmpanu — PymbHuA u Copbus, Wwe
ce koHueHmpupam Bbpxy nogodpaABaHe Ha uHGpacmpykmypHU-
me Bpb3aku, cbBmecmHo ynpaBAeHue Ha puckoBe u ona3BaHe
Ha okoAHama cpega, pasBumue Ha cbBmecmHu ukoHoMUYecku,
COUUaAHU U kyamypHu gedHocmu, pa3pabomBaHe Ha UHme2pu-
paHu cmpameauyecku naaHoBu gokymeHmu 3a ynpaBAeHue u
pa3Bumue Ha 2paHudHume mepumopuu. OcvliecmBaBaHemo
Ha cvBMecmHu npoekmu u uHuuuamuBu Mexgy nepudepHume
2PaHuUYHU Pe2UoHU We goBege go nogobpsBaHe Ha kayecmBo-
mo Ha XKuBom, pabomHama cpega u gocmbna go 0CHOBHUME
YCAy2U U We Cb3gage HoBU Bvb3moXkHoCcMU 32 NoBuLLIEHa peauo-
HaaHa koHkypeHmocnocobHocm U ycmod4uBo pasBumue.

BbavokHocmume 3a pasBumue Ha MpaHC2PaHU4HOMO Cb-
mpygHuyecmBo Ha C3P, kamo npuaekaw, Ha [yHaBckomo
kpatibpexue, ca obekm u Ha [lyHaBckama cmpameaus Ha EC.
TemamuyHama Haco4eHoCm Ha Gbgewume npoekmu we obge:
Cb3gaBaHe Ha Bpw3aku 3a peauoHa Ha peka [lyHaB — nogobps-
BaHe Ha MyAMUMOgaAHOCMMa, HacbpyaBate U3noA3BaHemo Ha
BEW, pasBumue Ha kyamypama u mypusma; ona3Baqe Ha okoa-
Hama cpega B peauoHa Ha peka [JyHaB — onasBate Ha Bogume
U BuopasHoobpa3uemo, ynpaBAeHue Ha puckoBeme; nocmuzaHe
Ha 6Aa2ocbemosHue B peauoHa Ha peka [lyHaB — pas3Bumue Ha
06wecmBo Ha 3HaHuemo, noBuwaBaHe Ha koHkypeHmocnocob-
HOCMMA Ha npegnpuamusma; ykpenBaxe Ha peauoHa Ha peka
[lyHaB — noBuwaBaHe Ha UHCMUMYUUOHAAHUA kanauumem u
cbmpygHuyecmBo, ykpenBaxe Ha cuzypHocmma. B yHaBcka-
ma cmpameaus Ha EC e nocmaBeH cneuuaned akueHm Bopxy
ykpenBane Ha Bpbskume mexXgy yHuBepcumemume, U3cAego-
Bamenckume ueHmMpoBe U peauoHanHuA busHec B [yHaBckus
MakpopezuoH, kamo ueama e ga ce Cb3gagam ycaoBusA 3a Cb-
mpygHu4ecmBo mexkgy couwiecmByBawu HayuHu U 06pa3oBa-
MEAHU UHCMUMYMU U UeHmpoBe ¢ MecmHusA 6usHec 8 usocma-
Bawume, HeobAazogemeAcmBaHu patioHu — CeBepo3anagHua u
CeBepHusa ueHmpaneH padioH.

(Dokycupaemo Bopxy [yHaBckomo npocmpaHcmBo wie ce
ocbuecmBsBa 8 onpegereHu 30HU om gBeme cmpaHu Ha peka-
ma, mexgy koumo Ha mepumopusama Ha C3P BuguH-Karadam,
Kosnogyi-OpsxoBo-bekem.

Pa3Bumue Ha MeXgype2uoHanHO U MPaHCHAUUOHAAHO Cb-
mpygHuyecmBo, BkaloyumenHo 3a nocmuzaHe Ha cmpame-
2uyeckume npuopumemu Ha JlyHaBckama cmpameaus Ha EC

TpaHCHaUUOHaAHOMO U MeXgypeauoHaAHOMO CbmpygHUYecm-
B0 we npogbrkam ga ce pasBuBam kamo UHCMpyMeHMU 3a
mpaxcdep Ha onum u gobpu npakmuku mexgy C3P u gpyeu
eBponedcku palioHu B8 obracmu, nokpuBawu ugeHmMuduuupa-
HUme Hykgu Ha peauoHume. LLle ce nogkpensm mMHO20CMpaH-
HU npoekmu om 06w, uHmMepec B obAacmma Ha onasBaHemo
Ha okonHama cpega, pa3Bumuemo Ha MpaHCHAUUOHAAHUME
MPaHCNOPMHU U KOMYHUKAUUOHHU MpexXu, HamvaasBaHe Ha
0NACHOCMUME OM MEXHOAO2UYHU U NpUPOgHU puckoBe, us-
2pakgaHe Ha MpeXu 3a mpaHcQep Ha MexHoAO2UU U NO3HaHUA

uagp.
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OBLLIA XAPAKTEPNCTUKA

(CeBepHuAam ueHmMpaneH patioH e Yacm om palioHa om HUBo
1 ,CeBepHa u H02ousmoyHa Boaapus“, kolimo BkalouBa owe
CeBepo3zanagHus, CeBepousmoyHus u 020usmoyHusA palioH.
PalioHom ce cocmou om obaacmume Pyce, Paszpag, Cu-
Aucmpa, Beauko TopHoB0 U [abpoBo u pasnoackeHume B8 max
36 06LWUHU.

CLIP o6xBawia yacm om ugHmMpaAHama u u3moyHama noAo-
BuHa Ha [lyHaBckama paBHuHa u MpegbankaHa, yacm om LleH-
mpaaHa Cmapa naaHuHa, kakmo u yacm om [lobpygxka. Pa-
fioHom 3aema 14 974 kw2, koemo npegcmaBanBa 13,49% om
mepumopuAama Ha cmpaHama — moBa e eguH om Had-Maaku-
me Nno nAow, palioHu 8 cmpaHama.

Cnopeg nocregHomo oduuuarHo npebposBaHe Ha Hacene-
HUemo, Ha mepumopuama Ha CLIP »kuBeam 861 112 »kume-
Au, 11,7% om HaceneHuemo Ha cmpaHama. OmHOCUMEAHO
N0-20AAM € 6poAm Ha HacereHuemo B obaacmume Beauko
TopHoBo u Pyce. CpegHama 2bcmoma Ha HaceaeHuemo B pa-
{ioHa e 57,5 g./km? , 3HaYUMeAHO no-Hucka om cpegHama 3a
cmpaHama 66,3 g./km? .

[Temoepadckama cmpykmypa u meHgeHuuume om NOCAEgHU-
me 20guHu 8 CLIP ca nogyepmano HezamuBHU. 3acureHama
Mu2pauuA HaBbH 0m 2paHuyume Ha paloHa, kakmo u Baowe-
HuAam koeduuueHm Ha pakgaemocm ca NpuyuHUMe 3a ompu-
uameAHus ecmecmBeH npupacm.

lpuHocom Ha padoHa B ukoHomuuveckomo pasBumue Ha
cmpaHama kamo uano, e Ha cpaBHumeAHo Hucko HUBo. Cb3-
gageHusm 8 palioHa BBl Ha 2aaBa om HaceaeHuemo npe3
2010 2. Bv3Ausa Ha 65,6% om cpegHuA 3a cmpaHama u 29%
om cpegHus 3a EC-27. B CLIP ce peaausupam 3,7% om npeku-
me yyxkgecmpaxHu uHBecmuuuu 8 cmpadama, kamo Bogewa
e obracm Pyce.

Cmpykmypama Ha npoMUWAEHOCMMA € Pa3Ho06pasHa,
kamo Bogewa e npepabomBawama NPOMULIAEHOCM, CAEg-
BaHa om xpaHumeAHo-BkycoBama u Aekama npomMuwAgHoCM.
CpaBHumeato Bucok gaa 8 ukoHomukama Ha padoHa 3aema
npou3BogcmBomo Ha u3geAus om kayyyk, Ha MawuHU U 060-
pygBaHe, u Ha xumuyecku npogykmu. Ceackomo cmonancmBo
33ema 3HauumeneH gan B cmpykmypama Ha peauoHaAHama
ukoHomuka. PatioHbm pa3nonaza ¢ noBeye om 20% om 0bpa-
6omBaemama 3emA B cmpaHama.

B CLIP uma mHokecmBo npupogHu, ucmopuyecku u kyamyp-
HU 3abeaeXkumeaHocmu, koumo Mozam ga npegcmaBasBam
UHMEpPEC 3a NomeHuuaAHume mypucmu. Tyk ce Hamupam
kpenocmma LlapeBeu, Tpakulickama 2pobHuua B8 c. CBewa-
pu, ckarHume ubpkBu B8 1BaHoBo, newepama bayo Kupo,
kpenocmma Megkugu Tabus, apxeonoeuyeckume pesepBamu
Hukonoauc ag Wicmpym u CbopaHoBo, ucmopuko-apxume-
kmypHume pe3epBamu Apbatacu u boxkeHuu, noggopkaHuam
pesepBam CpebbpHa, apxumekmypHo-emHozpadekuam kom-
naekc Embpa, pumckuam epag HoBe go CBuwio8, kpenocmma
Cekcazunma Mpucma, namemHukom AceHeBuu, Mocmbm Ha
Korbo (Duuemo u gp. 06ocobuau ce kamo mypucmuyecku
ueHmpoBe ca baakana u Mpegbankaxa.

GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS

North Central Region is part of the regions of level 1 - North and
South East Bulgaria, which includes also the North West, North
East and South East region. The region consists of the regions
of Rousse, Razgrad, Silistra, Veliko Tarnovo and Gabrovo and
the located there 36 municipalities.

NCR covers part of the central and eastern part of the Danube
Plain and the Forepart of the Central Balkan Mountains, as well
as part of Dobrudzha. The region occupies 14 974 km?, which
is 13, 49% of the territory of the country — that is one of the
smallest regions of the country.

According to the last official census the population on the terri-
tory of the NCR is 861 112 people, 11.7% of the country pop-
ulation. Relatively larger is the number of the population in the
regions of Veliko Tarnovo and Rousse. The average population
density in the Region is 57.5 people / km?, significantly lower
than the national average of 66.3 people / km?.

The demographic structure and the trends of the recent years in
the NCR are clearly negative. The increased migration out of the
boundaries of the Region and the low birth rate are the reasons
for the negative natural growth.

The contribution of the region to the economic development of
the country in general is relatively low. The created in the region
GDP per capita in 2010 amounts to 65.6% of the national av-
erage and 29% of the EU-27 average. In NCR are implemented
3.7% of the foreign direct investments in the country and the
Rousse region is leading in this respect.

The industry structure is varied, the processing industry is lead-
ing, followed by food production and light industry. Relatively
high share in the economy of the area has the production of
rubber products, machinery and equipment and of chemical
products. Agriculture has a significant share in the structure of
the regional economy. The Region has more than 20% of the
arable land in the country.

In NCR there are many natural, historical and cultural sites that
may be of interest to the potential tourists. Here are the Fortress
of Tsarevets, the Thracian Tomb in Sveshtari, the rock church-
es of lvanovo, Bacho Kiro cave, the fortress Medjidi Tabia, ar-
chaeological reserves Nicopolis ad Istrum and Shoryanovo, the
historical and architectural reserves of Arbanasi and Bozhenci,
the reserve Srebarna, the architectural and ethnographic mu-
seum Etara, the Roman town Nove near Svishtoy, the fortress
Sexaginta Prista, the Asenevtsi monument, the bridge of Kolyo
Fitcheto, etc. Tourist centers are the Balkan and the Forepart of
the Balkan and the town of Rousse.

In 2012 the employment rate of the population aged 20-64 in
NCR - 59.8% - is lower than the national average, while the un-
employment rate of the population aged 15-64 years - 14.5%
- is higher than the average level. The system of educational
institutions in the region is relatively well developed. There are
5 universities in the Region - in the regions of Rousse, Veliko
Tarnovo and Gabrovo, which allows implementation of research
and the development of innovations.

Mpe3 2012 2., koeuuueHmobm Ha 32eMOCM Ha HaCeAeHUEMO
Ha Bvapacm 20-64 2. 8 CLIP - 59,8% e no-Hucvk om cpegHus
3a cmpaxama, a paBHuLemo Ha 6e3pabomuua Ha HaceneHue-
mo Ha 15-64 HaBopweHu 20guHu — 14,5%, e no-Bucoko om
cpegHomo HuBo. Cucmemama om 06pa3oBameAHu UHCMU-
myuuu B8 patioHa e cpaBHUMeAHo gobpe pa3Buma. Bucwume
yuebHu 3aBegeHusn B patioHa ca 5 bpos — B8 obracmume Pyce,
Benuko TopHoBo u [a6poBo, koemo no3BoaaBa ocoluecmBa-
BaHe Ha Hay4HU u3cAegBaHuA u pa3Bumue Ha UHoBauuu.

CeBepHuAam ueHmpaneH palioH e BakeH penybAukaHcku
mpatcnopmeH kpbecmonbm. Ha mepumopusAma Ha patioHa ce
npecuyam mpaxcnopmeH kopugop N2 7 no p. [lyHaB u mpatc-
nopmeH kopugop N2 9 (Pyce — Beauko TopHoB0 — labpoBo -
Cmapa 3azopa - Makasa), gonoAHeHu om kopugopa TPACEKA:
EBpona — KaBkas — Asus. CeBepHama 2paHuua Ha CLIP e peka
[TlyHaB — eguHcmBeHuam Bompewer BogeH nom B cmpaHa-
ma. Ha mepumopuama Ha paioHa dyHkuuoHupam HakoAko
NpUCMAHUWA C HAUUOHAAHO 3HauyeHue. CpegHama 2bcmoma
Ha penybaukaHckama nomHa mpexka B paiioHa e 0,198 kw/
kB.km u e no-Bucoka om cpegHama 3a cmpasama.

B 2paHuuume Ha patioHa ce Hamupam HauuoHaneH napk ,LieH-
mpaned bankan“, npupogHume napkoBe ,bbazapka“, ,lepcu-
Ha“ u PyceHcku Aom*. TlAowma Ha 3awumeHume 30HU NO
HATYPA 2000 e 21,4% u e egHa om Hal-Huckume cpeg palo-
HUMe om HuBo 2 B cmpaHama.

Io cmeneH Ha uszpageHocm Ha BogocHabgumeaHama Mpexa,
CLIP e Ha egHo om nbpBume Mecma B cmpasama - genbm Ha
BogocHabgeHomo HacereHue € 99,8%. Mo omHoweHue pas-
Bumuemo Ha kaHaAusauuoHHama mpexa u uszpakgaHemo Ha
npeyucmBameAHu CMaHUuu 3a omnagb4Hu Bogu, palioHbm
u3ocmaBa om cpegHomo 3a cmpaHama HuBo, kamo Had-npo-
6AeMHa e mepumopuama Ha obaacm Cuaucmpa.

CLP e Ha nopBo mMAcmo B cmpaHama no cmeneH Ha 06-
xBawaHe Ha HaceAeHUEMO OM CUCMEMU 32 0p2aHu3upaHo
cMemocvbupaHe. B o6aacmume Pyce u Cuaucmpa 100% om
HaceAeHUemOo e 06CAYKEHO Om Cucmemu 32 0p2aHu3upaHo
CMEMOCbbupaHe.

CeBepHuAam ueHmpaneH palioH uma 6Aa2onpusmHU Bo3MoX-
Hocmu 3a ukoHomuyecku pacmexk, 6asupaH Ha cmpameauye-
ckomo My MecmonoAoXeHue ¢ 2paHuua p. yHaB, cuanHume
nosuuuu 8 cekmopa Ha ceackomo cmonaHcmBo, Haauvuemo
Ha yHuBepcumemcku U Hay4eH nomeHuuaA u Ha peguua kya-
mypHo-ucmopuyecku obekmu. AkmuBusupaHemo Ha cobem-
BeHume pecypcu U CbxpaHAaBaHemo Ha cobcmBeHama peau-
OHaAHa cneuuduka e HaYuHom 32 Nocmu2aHe Ha yemolyuBa
3aemMOCM Ha HaceneHuemo B pafioHa u HamanaBaHe Ha Heea-
muBHume gemozpadcku xapakmepucmuku.

MOTEHLIAAW 3A PA3BITUE

MomeHuuaaume 3a pasBumue Ha CeBepeH UeHMpPaAeH patioH,
paskpumu 8 HauuoHaaHama cmpameaus 32 peguoHaAHO pas-
Bumue Ha Penybauka Boazapus (2012-2022 2.) ca 8 caegHume
chepu:

* [IpeBpoliaHe Ha mpaHcnopma B8 kalouoB cekmop Ha uko-
HoMukama Ha pafioHa U NbAHOUEHHO peaausupaHe Ha Bb3-
MOXHOCMUME 32 UHMEPMOQaAeH mpaHcnopm no Bb3gyx,
Boga u cywa - pasBumue Ha ObwioeBponedcku mpaHcnopm-

North Central Region is an important transport junction for the
country. Transport Corridor No7 along the Danube river and
transport corridor No 9 (Rousse - Veliko Tarnovo - Gabrovo
- Stara Zagora - Makaza) cross on the territory of the Region,
supplemented by the TRASECA corridor: Europe - Caucasus -
Asia. The northern boundary of the NCR is along the Danube
River - the only inland waterway in the country. The Region has
several ports of national importance. The average density of the
road network in the Region is 0.198 km / sg. km and is higher
than the national average.

Within the region boundaries are located the National Park ,Cen-
tral Balkan®, natural parks ,Bulgarka®“, ,Persina“, ,Rousse Lom."
The territory of protected areas under NATURA 2000 is 21.4%
and is one of the lowest among the NUTS 2 level regions in the
country.

NCR is on one of the top places in the country according to the
level of construction of the water supply network - the share
of the population with water supply is 99.8%. Regarding the
development of the sewerage network and the construction of
waste water treatment plants, the region lags behind the national
average level and the most problematic is the territory of Silistra
region.

NCR has the top position in the country according to the level
of population coverage by organized waste collection systems.
In the regions of Rousse and Silistra 100% of the population is
covered by organized waste collection systems.

The North Central Region has favorable opportunities for eco-
nomic growth based on its strategic location with border along
Danube river, strong positions in the agricultural sector, the avail-
ability of academic and scientific potential and of a number of
cultural and historical sites. Activation of own resources and the
preservation of their regional specificity is the way to achieve
sustainable employment of the local population and to reduce
the negative demographic characteristics.

DEVELOPMENT POTENTIAL

Potential for development in the North Central Region, revealed
in the National Strategy for Regional Development of Republic of
Bulgaria (2012-2022) are in the following areas:

« Making the transport a key sector of the economy of the
Region and fully using the opportunities for intermodal trans-
port by air, sea and land - development of European transport
corridors N2 7 and N2 9 and TRASECA corridor as part of the
European transport network and construction of intermodal
terminal in Rousse; improvement of the port infrastructure in
Svishtoy, Tutrakan and Silistra, reconstruction and moderniza-
tion of the existing bridge Rousse - Gyurgevo, construction of
a third bridge across the Danube river - Silistra - Kalarash and
construction of high-speed road Rousse-Veliko Tarnovo-Maka-
za and a tunnel under the pass Shipka, high-speed road Rous-
se-Razgrad-Shumen and Hemus Motorway, reconstruction and
modernization of first class road Silistra-Shumen; development
of the international airport Gorna Oryahovitsa, implementing op-
portunities for intermodal transport;

« Extension and construction of new natural gas transmission
networks and use of the potential of the Region to build facilities
for the production of energy from renewable energy sources,
construction of gas pipeline Rousse - Gyurgevo;




CEBEPEH LIEHTPAAEH PAOH / NORTH CENTRAL R CEBEPEH LIEHTPAAEH PAIOH / NORTH CENTRAL REGION

HU kopugopu N2 7 u N2 9 u kopugopa TPACEKA kamo yacm
om eBponelickama mpaHcnopmHa Mpexa; uszpakgaHe Ha
UHMepMogareH mepMuHaa 8 Pyce; nogobpABaHe Ha npuc-
maHuwHama uHdpacmpykmypa 8 CBuwioB8, TympakaH u Cu-
Aucmpa, pekoHcmpykuua u MogepHu3auua Ha coluecmByBa-
wua mocm Pyce — lopaeBo, uszpakgaHe Ha mpemu Mocm Ha
p. AyHa ,,Cuaucmpa — Konopaw'; uzzpakgae Ha ckopocmeH
nom ,Pyce — Beauko TopHoB0 — Makasa“ u myHea nog npoxoga
JLUunka“, ckopocmen nom ,Pyce — Paszpag — LymeH" u aB-
momazucmpanaa Xemyc, pekoHcmpykuua u MogepHu3auua Ha
nbpBokaaced mom Cuaucmpa — Lymen; pasBumue Ha mexX-
gyHapogHomo Aemuuwie fopHa OpsxoBuua, peaausupaHe Ha
Bo3MokHOCMUME 32 UHMEPMOJaAEH mpaHcnopm,

* PaswupsBaxe u uszpakgaHe Ha HOBU 2a30NPEHOCHU MpeXu
U u3noA3BaHe Ha nomeHuuaAa Ha palioHa 3a uszpakgaHe Ha
UHCMaAauuu 3a npousBogcmBo Ha eHepzus om Bo300HOBA-
eMU U3MOYHUUY, u32pakgaHe Ha 2a3onpoBog

Pyce — opzeBo’;

» BaaopusupaHe Ha npupogHOmo U KyamypHo HacregcmBo
u akmuBusupaxe Ha boeamume NpUPOgHU U aHMPONO2EHHU
mypucmuyecku pecypcu 8 omgeaHume obaacmu Ha paioHa;
* PasBumue Ha ukoHomuka Ha 3HaHuemo - cb3gaBaHe Ha
ueHmpoBe 3a uHoBauuu B Pyce, Beauko TopHOB0 U abpoBo,
uszpakgaHe U 06H0BABaHe Ha 30HU 3a pacmeX U Cb3gaBaHe
Ha knbcmepHu dopmu;

* PaswupaBaHe Ha mpaHc2paHuyHOmMo, MeXgypeauoHaAHo U
MPaHCHAUUOHAAHO CbmpygHU4ecmBo - cb3gaBaHe Ha no-go-
6pu ycroBus 3a komyHukauua coc cmpasume om Lienmpanna
u 3anagHa EBpona u PymbHusA; u3noA3BaHe Ha NomeHuUaAHu-
me nepcnekmuBu Ha Pyce 3a mpaHczpaHu4Ho koonepupate 8
EBpopeauoH Pyce — MopzeBo.

BIN3NA

CeBepeH ueHmpaneH paiioH — 6bp30 u ycmoi4uBo pasBu-
Baw ce eBponedcku paiioH, uHme2panHa yacm om [lyHa6-
ckomo npocmpaHcmBo, kbgemo mAagume xopa Bwkgam
cBoemo Gvgewe u AUYHOCMHA peanu3auus.

LIEA 1 MPUOPWTETIA 3A PASBUTWE

Mpuopumem ,Pa3Bumue Ha ycmoiyuBa koHkypeHmocno-
cobHa ukoHomuka, ocHOBaHa Ha 3HaHUemo, uHoBauuume u
HoBume mexHoao2uu*

Mpe3 2010 2. cmolHocmma Ha npou3BegeHus 6pymeH Bo-
mpeweH npogykm no mekywu ueHu 8 CLIP Bb3ausa Ha 5
577 MAH. AB. TpuHocbm Ha palioHa B HaUUOHaAHUA BpymeH
BompeweH npogykm e 7,9%, koemo 20 HapeXga Ha npegno-
cAegHo mAcmo, npegu C3P. BBIT Ha 2raBa om HaceaeHuemo
Bov3Ausa Ha 6 184 AB., npu cpegHo 3a cmpaHama 9 359 AB.
3katouumeato Hucku ca cmodHocmume 8 obaacmume Cu-
Aucmpa (3a 2009 2. Had-Huckama cmodHocm B usAa boaca-
pus — 4 505 A8.), Paszpag u Beauko TopH0B0 U OMHOCUMEAHO
no-gobpu 3a Pyce u owe no-gobpu 3a [abpoBo.

B CLP ce peaausupam 3,7% om npekume uykgecmpaHHu
uHBecmuuuu B cmpaHama, kom 31.12.2011 2. Had-Bucok e
obenvom Ha 411 8 patioHa, 8 0baacm Pyce — 41,5% u obaacm
[abpoBo — 33,7%, a MH020 HuCbk — B 06Aacm Cuaucmpa — nog
1% om Bcuuku uHBecmuuuu B patioHa.

« (Capitalizing on the natural and cultural heritage and activation
of the rich natural and tourist resources in the various areas of
the Region;

< Development of knowledge-based economy - creating in-
novation centers in Rousse, Veliko Tarnovo and Gabrovo, con-
struction and renovation of areas for growth and creation of
cluster forms;

» Extending the cross-border, transnational and interregional
cooperation — creation of better conditions for communication
with the countries of Central and Western Europe and Romania;
use of the potential prospects of Rousse for cross-border coop-
eration in the Euro region Rousse — Gyurgevo.

VISION

The North Central Region — rapidly and sustainably growing
European region, an integral part of the Danube area where
young people see their future and personal satisfaction

OBJECTIVES AND PRIORITIES FOR DEVELOPMENT

Priority ,Development of sustainable competitive economy
based on knowledge, innovations and new technologies”

In 2010, the value of the gross domestic product at current pric-
es in NCR estimated 5 577 million leva. The contribution of the
Region to the national GDP is 7.9%, which ranks second to last
before NWR. GDP per capita is estimated at 6 184 leva with a
national average of 9 359 leva. Extiremely low are the figures
in the regions of Silistra (the lowest in Bulgaria for 2009 — 4
505 leva), Razgrad and Veliko Tarnovo and relatively better for
Rousse and even better for Gabrovo.

In NCR are implemented 3.7% of the foreign direct investments
in the country as at 31.12.2011. The highest amount of FDI is
in the region of Rousse — 41.5% and the region of Gabrovo —
33.7% and extremely low — in the region of Silistra — under 1%
of all of the investments in the region.

With a Gross Value Added of 4,802 million leva, the contribution
of the North Central Region to the GAV of the country amounts
t0 7.9%. In the services sector are generated 57.9% of the GAV
in the Region, in the industrial sector - 32.7% and in the agricul-
ture sector - 9.4%. NCR keeps it positions in the production of
agriculture, which is indicated by the relatively large volume of
GAV in the sector. The Region has more than 20% of the arable
land in the country. In the recent years the areas with oilseed
crops and perennial crops have increased. The areas of maize
and barley have increased as well. Significantly reduced are the
areas of vegetables and flowers, meadows and forage, perma-
nently grasslanded. NCR has a leading position in the country in
the production of apricots.

Important for the economy of the Region is the produced in-
dustrial production. The industrial structure is varied, leading is
the processing industry, followed by the food industry on the
basis of the well-developed agricultural sector and light indus-
try — production of textiles and shoes. A relatively high share in
the economy of the Region has the production of rubber, basic
metals, machinery and equipment and chemical products.

C bpymHa gobaBexa cmolHocm B pa3vep Ha 4 802 MAH. A8.,
npuHocbm Ha CeBepHusA ueHmpaneH patioH 8 B1C Ha cmpaHa-
ma Bo3Au3a Ha 7,9%. B cekmopa Ha ycayeume ce dopmupam
57,9% om bpymHama gobaBexa cmodHocm Ha paioHa, 8 cek-
mopa Ha uHgycmpuama — 32,7%, a 8 cekmopa Ha ceackomo
cmonavcmBo — 9,4%. CLP 3ana3Ba nosuuuume cu 8 npo-
u3BogcmBomo B ceackomo cmonascmBo, 3a koemo 208opu
OMHOCUMEAHO 20AeMus 06em Ha bJIC 8 cekmopa. PatioHom
pasnoaaza ¢ noBeye om 20% om obpabomBaemama 3ems 8
cmpaHama. lpe3 nocaegHume 20guHU Ca yBeAudeHU NAOWU-
me, 3acemu ¢ MacAogadHu kyamypu u ¢ mpadHu HacakgeHus.
YBeAuyeHu ca u nAowume Ha uapeBuuama u edemuka. 3Havu-
MEAHO Ca HaMaAEHU NAOLUUME CbC 3eAeHYyUU U uBema, AuBa-
gu U egHO20gUWHU (ypaku, nocmosAHHO 3ampeBexume. CLIP
3aema Bogewo macmo B8 cmpaHama, 8 npouzBogcmBomo Ha
kadlcuu u 3ap3aau.

BaxkHo 3HaueHue 3a ukoHomukama Ha palloHa uma npousBege-
Hama npomuwAeHa npogykuus. Cmpykmypama Ha npomuu-
AgHOCMMa e pa3HoobpasHa, kamo Bogeuwa e npepabomBauua-
ma npoMulAeHocm, cAegBaHa om xpaHumeaHo-BkycoBama
NpOMULLAEHOCT, Ha 0cHOBama Ha gobpe pa3Bumus 3emegen-
cku cekmop u Aekama npomMuwaeHocm — npou3BogemBo Ha
mekemua u 06yBku. CpaBHumeaHo Bucok gaa 8 ukoHomukama
Ha palioHa 3aema npousBogcmBomo Ha usgeaus om kayuyk,
Ha 0CHOBHU Memanu, MawuHu u 060pygBaHe, U Ha Xumuyecku
npogykmu.

B ukoHomukama Ha obaacm Pyce npeobaagaBam ompacaume
Ha Aekama npomuwiAeHocm — wuBawka, mekcmuAHa U XpaHu-
meAHo-BkycoBa. EgHu om no-2oaemume npou3Bogumeau Ha
0baekno ca ,Apucmot C, O0L, ,AvmoaH Buaa, ALL, ,Mapkam
(DewH,, ,Apga-Pyce, 00, ,Ecmen koaekuwbH, u gp. Cpeg
Nno-20AeMUME NPegnpuAmuA B8 XxpaHumeAHama uHgycmpus ca
,BuHnpom Pyce,, ,XAebHa Masa Pyce, — eguHcmBeHUAM BbA-
2apcku npousBogumen Ha Mad, ,3axap buo, — npepabomBa-
wa cypoBa 3axap 3a UHgyCmMpuUaAHU U gomawHu Hykgu. Xumu-
yeckama npomuwiAeHocm e npegcmaBeHa om Gupmume 3a
60U U cMa3oy4HU MacAa ,0paaxum, AL, ,Mpucma OA XoAguHe,,
AL, ,Hunaxum,, ,MoAucan, u ,Mezaxum, Afl, ,Qubpa Borza-
pus, Al u gpyeu. PasBumo e mawuHocmpoeHemo u kopa-
6ocmpoeHemo. Ha mepumopusama Ha 2pag Pyce ce Hamupa
L,Pycerckama kopabocmpoumeauua,. PasBumo e u memano-
0bpabomBaHemo, npegcmaBeHo om ,Kumu, ALl — npou3Bo-
gumeA Ha u3geaus om HuckoBb2AepogHU CMoMaHu — meaoBe,
MeAeHU u3geAus u 2603geu u ,Me2anpoQua, — MemaAHu usge-
Aus, koHcmpykuuu u npoduau u gp. EaekmpoHHama npoMuw-
AeHocm e npegcmaBeHa om ,Cem* All, kakmo u om ,Haiigen
KupoB8 Al — uspabomkama Ha bumoBu eanekmpomexHuyecku
U eAekmpOUHCMAAAUUOHHU u3geAus. ,JyHapum, ALl e npo-
u3Bogumen Ha BOeHHA U MaliUHOCMPOUMEAHa npogykuus.
MebeaonpousBogcmBomo e npegcmaBeHo om ,Epaogusai,,
Purko-/iHmepuop, EOOL, ,bum me6eau, OOM, ,CmedaHu
cmua, EOOL, ,loag-Anono, 00N, ,Mpum, OOL u gpyau. Pyce e
C gbA2020gULIHU mpaguuuu B8 npousBogcmBomo Ha vopanu,
kamo egHu om Bogewume npegcmaBumeau 8 mo3u cekmop
ca ,l0ma, Afl, ,0a3aH, Afl, Prestige socks, ,QeHukc 94, 00[,
,TpuKo, 000 u gp.

TpaguuuoHeH ompacbA 3a 06Aacm Paszpag e npousBogemBo-
mo Ha dapmaueBmuyHu npogykmu. EgHu om ocHOBHUMeE
npegcmaBumenu ca ,AHmubuomuk-Paszpag, ALl u ,buoBem,
Al — knoH Paszpag. Mpou3BogcmBomo Ha XpaHu, Hanumku

In the economy of the region of Rousse leading are the light in-
dustry sectors - clothing, textiles and food industry. Large cloth-
ing producers are ,, Ariston S* Ltd., ,Antoine Vill* JSC, ,Markam
Fashion®, ,Arda-Rousse* Ltd., ,Estel Collection“ and others.
Among the larger companies in the food industry are Rousse
Winery, one of the largest wineries in the country, Yeast Rousse -
the only Bulgarian producer of yeast, Sugar Bio - processing raw
sugar for industrial and domestic use. The chemical industry is
represented by the paints and lubricants ,Orgachim®, ,Prista Qil
Holding ,, Ninahim, Polisan and ,Megachim®, ,, Fibran Bulgaria“.
The mechanical engineering and shipbuilding are developed. In
the town of Rousse is the Rousse shipyard. Metal working is
represented by, Zhiti , Ltd. - manufacturer of products from low
carbon steels - wires, wire products and nails and Megaprofil
- metal products , constructions, profiles, etc. The electronics
industry is represented by ,, Set* and by ,Naiden Kirov* — man-
ufacture of household electrical and wiring devices . ,Dunarit ,,
is a manufacturer of military and engineering production. The
furniture industry is represented by Ergodesign, ,Rinko — Inte-
rior*,, ,Bit furniture*., , Stephanie Style*, ,Gold — Apollo®, ,Irim".
Rousse has a long tradition in the production of socks, the
leading representatives in this sector are Utah JSC, ,Fazan® JSC,
LPrestige socks, ,Phoenix 94“ Ltd, , TriKo" Ltd and etc.

Traditional sector for the region of Razgrad is the production of
pharmaceutical products. The main representatives are ,,Antibi-
otic-Razgrad* and ,Biovet” - Razgrad branch. Production of food,
beverages and tobacco products is represented by the larger
enterprises ,Amilum Bulgaria“ - manufacturer of corn products
,Mlin-97%, \Roca CA"., ,Cold-canning factory“. Ceramic floor
and wall tiles are manufactured in ,Khan Asparuh® in Isperih
(part of KAI Group), pistons - in ,Druzhba“, Razgrad, furniture
- in ,Ludogorie-91*, Kubrat, cargo wagons - ,Traction“ in the
village Samuil, agricultural machinery - ,Ralomeks® in the town
of Zavet..

Mechanical and electrical engineering in the region of Silistra
are represented by the ,Orgtehnika“. - production of cash reg-
isters, ZMM ,Steel* — production of woodworking machinery,
company ,Siloma*, , ,Transcom-1“ in Silistra - production of
metal products, ,Chrome” Silistra - the production of stainless
steel products, ,Elicom Electric* - electronic scales, ,Fazerles”
- production of hardboard. ,Bramak” produces concrete tiles,
and ,Solarpro” - solar panels. With strong positions in the food
industry is the mill ,Purvi mai“ and plant ,Cereals - Silistra®“..
Representative of the textile industry is the factory Danube.

The region of Veliko Tarnovo is one of the centers of the food
industry in the region. Operating here are Sugar plants, Gorna
Oryahovitsa — production of sugar and candies, ,Prestige-96°,
Veliko Tarnovo - the production of confectionery, the brewery
Boliarka-V/T. One of the largest employers in the Region is ,Svi-
locel, Svishtov — production of celulouse. Other major com-
panies are ,Megaport"., Veliko Tarnovo - production of plastic
bags, ,Apollon-95“, Gorna Oriahovica - garment manufacturer.

Large enterprises in Gabrovo are in various industry sectors.
Here are ,Plastform”., Gabrovo - production of plastic packag-
ing, ,ldeal Standard-Vidima“ Sevlievo - production of sanitary
ceramics, ,ABB Bulgaria“. - branch Sevlievo - specializing in
engineering and manufacturing of equipment for medium and
high voltage, Centaurus, Drianovo - manufactures instruments
for metalworking, ,EMKA", Sevlievo - manufacture of insulated
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u miomloneBu u3geaus e npegcmaBeHo om no-2oAemMume
npegnpuamus ,AMuaym-boacapus, EALl — npousBogumen Ha
uapeBuyHu npogykmu, ,Maun-97, Afl, ,Poka CO, O0f, ,Xra-
guAHo-koHcepBeH kombuHam,, ALl u gpyau. KepamuuHu nogo-
Bu u cmeHHu naouku ce npousBexkgam B ,XaH Acnapyx, AL
8 Wcnepux yacm om KAl Group, 6ymana — 8 ,[pyxk6a, Afl,
Paszpag, mebeau — 8 ,A\ygozopue-91, All, Kyépam, moBapHu
Ba2oHu — ,, Tpakuus, Afl, ¢. Camyua, cenckocmonancka mexHu-
ka — ,Panomeke, ALl B 2p. 3aBem u gpyau.

MawuHocmpoeHemo u eaekmpomexHukama 8 obaacm Cu-
Aucmpa ca npegcmaBenu om ,OpemexHuka, ALl — npousBog-
cmBo Ha kacoBu anapamu, 3MM ,Cmomana, ALl — npou3Bog-
¢mBo Ha gbpBoobpabomBawu MawuHu, pupma ,Curoma, Afl,
~TpaHckom-1, 00, Cuaucmpa — npou3BogcmBo Ha MemaaHu
usgeaus, ,Xpom, Afl, Cunucmpa — npousBogcmBo Ha npogy-
kmu om Hepwkgaema cmomana, ,Eaukom Eaekmpuk, — enek-
mpoHHu Beatu, ,Dasepaec, ALl — npousBogcmBo Ha dasep.
,bpamak, npousBexga 6emoHoBu kepemugu, a ,,Corapnpo,—
COAAPHU NaHeAu. CbC CUAHU no3uuuu B xpaHumeaHo-BKyco-
Bama npomMuwAeHocm B obAacmma e MeAHuua ,opBu mad,
All, kakmo u 3aBogom ,3bpHeHu xpaHu — Cuaucmpa, Al .
lMpegcmaBumen Ha mekcmuAHUA GpaHW e npegnpuAmuemo
+HyHaB,ALl.

06nacm Beauko TopHOBO € eguH om ugHmpoBeme Ha xpa-
HumeAHo-BkycoBama npomuwiaeHocm B padoHa. Tyk dyHk-
UuoHUpam npegnpuamuama ,3axapHu 3aBogu, All, TopHa
OpsaxoBuua — npou3BogcmBo Ha 3axap U 3axapHu U3geAus,
Jipecmuwk-96, ALl, Beauko TopHoBo — npou3BogcmBo Ha
caagkapcku usgeaus, nuBoBapHa ,boaspka-BT, AL. Egud om
Hail-coreMume pabomogameau B8 obaacmma e ,CBuAouen,
EAL, CBuwoB — npou3BogcmBo Ha ueayrosa. [pyau no-20-
aemu ¢upmu ca ,Mezanopm, OO, Beauko TopHoBo — npo-
u3BogcmBo Ha HalinoHoBu mopbuuku, ,Apkyc, All, AdckoBeu
— npou3BogumeA Ha boenpunacu u BbopbXkeHue, ,,AnonoH-95,
000, lopHa OpaxoBuua — npou3Bogumen Ha 06AekAo U gpyau.

foremume npegnpuAmus B8 obaacm abpoBo ca B pasauy-
HU cekmopu Ha npomuwaAeHocmma. Tyk ca pasnoAokeHu
Jaacmdopm, 00L, fabpoBo — npousBogecmBo Ha nAacmma-
coBu onakoBku, ,/igean Cmangapm-Buguma, AL, CeBaueBo
— npou3BogcmBo Ha caHumapHa kepamuka, ,ABb Bbazapus,
EOOL — knoH CeBaueBo — cneuuaausupad 8 urkeHepuHz U
npousBogcmBo Ha 060pygBaHe 3a cpegHo U Bucoko Hanpexe-
Hue, BCK KeHmaBup, [1paHoBo — npousBeXga ucmpymeHmu
3a MemanoobpabomBate, ,Emka, ALl, CeBaueBo — npousBog-
cmBo Ha u3oAupaHu npoBogHuuu U kabeAu, ,bankaHcko exo,
EOOL, CeBaueBo — npousBogcmBo Ha eaekmpogBuzamenAu u
komnoHeHmu 3a kpaHoBe, mekcmuaHa pabpuka ,Mak, ALl la-
6p0oBo — npou3BogcmBo Ha yHudopmu u ekunupoBka.

wires and cables, ,Balkan echo®, Sevlievo - manufacture of elec-
tric motors and components for cranes, textile factory ,Mak",
Gabrovo - production of uniforms and equipment.

Improvement of the infrastructure to meet the needs of the
economic operators in urban and rural areas

In the economy of the NCR micro and small enterprises prevail
over the medium and large. In 2011 in the territory of the NCR
function 9.7% of businesses in the country. Under the influence
of the stagnation in the EU and Bulgaria enterprises in the region
have reduced their economic activity.

There will be support provided for activities aimed at providing
optimal conditions for business with a focus on SMEs, innova-
tive companies and R&D companies and academic institutions.
Projects will be promoted for construction of industrial, tech-
nological and transport and logistics and fair parks, as well as
for advertising the advantages of the region as a good place to
do business. The completion and renovation of infrastructure
in industrial areas will be supported and improved access to
the Internet, through which the overall environment will become
more attractive for new investments and development of new
business activities. The indirect effect will be the creation of new
jobs and generatation of income, raising the living standards of
the population in the region.

Increasing the competitiveness of the small and medium
business by promoting the introduction of new technologies,
innovative practices and creation of clusters

Supported will be activities and measures to improve the effec-
tiveness of the enterprises and their access to financial resourc-
es by introducing new energy-saving and environment-friendly
technologies for increasing productivity, quality and added value
of the agricultural production, creating a resource or technology
transfer between firms and implementing an effective financial
and investment policies at the local level. Initiatives will be
stimulated for sustainable development and growth of the lo-
cal SMEs, supporting the partnership between them - building
closed production and service cycles and mutual complemen-
tarity of companies in clusters, creating regional networks for
business support. Encouraged will be also the development of
cultural and creative industries to enhance the local and regional
potential, cultural level and image of the area and quality of life.
Promotion of partnerships between the research institutions,
public and private sectors in the Region and outside

In 2011, in North Central Region are spent only 1.85% of the

OCHOBHU MKOHOMUYECKMN noxaaa'renu/

BBIM Ha rnasa ot
HacesleHUeTo — NB.

MY c HaTpynBaHe Mpuxoam OT HOWYBKKN —
— XWAn. eBpO XWN. NB.

Core Economic Indicators

leva

CesepeH ueHTpaneH paitoH/ North
Central Region

BenukoTbpHoBo/ VelikoTurnovo
rabposo/ Gabrovo

Pasrpag/ Razgrad

Pyce/ Rousse

Cunucrpa/ Silistra

GDP per capita in

U3moyHuK: HayuoHaneH cmamucmuvecku uHcmumym, Espocmam /Source: National Statistical Institute, Eurostat

Revenues from overnight
stays in thousands of leva

Cumulative (FDI) in
thousands of euro

807 175.4

271 647.9
6 602

335 086.3

Mogo6paBake Ha uHppacmpykmypama 3a Hykgume Ha uko-
Homuyeckume cy6ekmu B 2pagckume u ceackume paiionu

B ukoHomukama Ha CLIP mukpo dupmume u mMaakume npeg-
npuamuA npeobAaagaBam Hag cpegHume U 2oaemume. [1pe3
2011 2., Ha mepumopuaAma Ha CLIP dyHkuuoHupam 9,7% om
npegnpusmusma 8 cmpadama. Mog BAusHUE Ha cmazHauua-
ma 8 EC u bbazapus, npegnpuamuama 8 palloHa ca HaMaAuAu
cBoama ukoHomuyecka akmuBHocm.

lMogkpena ce npegBukga 3a gelHoCMU, HacoueHu kom npe-
gocmaBsaHe Ha onMuMaAHU ycAoBus 3a 6ustec akugHm Bopxy
MCI, uHoBamuBHUME komnaHuu U HacoyeHume koM pa3Bod-
Ha geliHocm gpykecmBa u yHuBepcumemcku uicmumyuuu.
LLle ce HacvpyaBam npoekmu 3a uszpaXkgaHe Ha UHgyCMpUaA-
HU, MEXHOAOZUYHU U MPaHCNOPMHO-AO2UCMUYHU U NAHAUPHU
napkoBe, kakmo u 3a pekaama Ha npegumcmBama Ha palioHa
kamo nogxogawo macmo 3a npaBete Ha 6usHec. LLle ce nog-
nomaza gouszpakgasemo u peHoBupaHemo Ha uHdpacmpyk-
mypama B8 UHgycmpuaAHUme 30HU U nogobpABaHemo Ha
gocmbna go uHmepHem, nocpegcmBom koemo ugaocmHama
cpega We cmaxe no-npuBaekameaHa 3a HoBU uHBecmuuuu U
pa3Bumue Ha HoBU 6u3Hec gedHocmu. KocBeHuAm edekm we
6oge, paskpuBaHe Ha HOBU PaboMHU Mecma U 2eHepupaHe Ha
goxogu, noBuwadawu Xu3HeHUs cmaxgapm Ha HaceAeHuemo
8 palioHa.

MoBuwaBaxe konkypeHmocnocobHocmma Ha Mankua u
cpegHuA 6usHec upe3 cmumyaupaHe Ha BvBekgaHemo Ha
HOBU mexHoAozuu, uHoBamuBHuU npakmuku u cb3gaBaHemo
Ha knocmepu

Mogkpena we noayyam gedHocmu u Mepku 3a noBuwaBaHe
eekmuBHocmma Ha paboma Ha npegnpuAamuAMa u nogobps-
BaHe Ha gocmbna umM go GuHaHcoBu pecypcu, kamo BbBeX-
gaHe Ha HOBu eHepzocnecmABaWU U ekoAO2UYHU MEXHOAORUU
32 noBuwaBaHe npou3BogumeAaHocmma, kayecmBomo u go-
6aBeHama cmotHocm om cerckocmonaHckama npogykuus,
(GopMupaHe Ha pecypceH UAU MEXHOAO2UYEH 06MeH meXgy
(upmume, kakmo u npuaazaHe Ha epekmuBHa duHaHcoBa u
UHBecmMuuUUOHHa noAumuka Ha MecmHo HuBo. LLe ce cmumy-
Aupam UHuuuamuBu 3a yemoduuBo pasBumue u pacmeX Ha
mecmHume MCI, nogkpenadku napmHoopcmBomo mexXgy
maAx - uzzpakgaHe Ha 3amBopeHu npou3BogcmBeHo-06CAYX-
Bawu uukau u B3aumHo gonbABaHe Ha komnaxuume B kabe-
mepu Om npegnpuAmuA, Cv3gaBaHe Ha pesuoHaAHU MpeXu
3a nogkpena Ha busHeca. LLle ce Hacbpuu u pa3Bumuemo Ha
kyamypHume u mBopuecku uHgycmpuu 3a noBuwaBaHe Ha
MECMHUA U PeauoHaAeH nomeHuuaa, kyamypHomo paBHuwie
U uMugX Ha pationa u kauecmBomo Ha kuBoma.

Cmumyaupaie Ha napmHbopcmBa mMeXgy HayyHUme UH-
cmumyuuu, Ny6AUMHUA U YacmHuA cekmop om pezuoHa u
u3BuH He20

Mpes 2011 2. B8 CeBepeH ueHmpaneH patioH ca u3BbpwleHu
egBa 1,85% om Bcuuku pasxogu 3a HUPL B8 cmpasama — 7
929 xun. AB. Pasxogume 3a HWPL B Bbazapus 3a nepuoga
2005-2011 2. ca yBeauueHu gBa nomu, a 8 CLIP ca ocmaaau
Ha Cowomo paBHuwe. ToBa gocmamuyHo gobpe uAlocmpupa
cAabomo yyacmue Ha patioHa 8 HUPL. B CLP ca peaucmpu-
paHu camo 2 Hay4Hou3cAegoBameAcku ugHMbpa, pasnoAoXke-
HU B Pyce: HayuHo-u3caegoBamencku cekmop kom Pycencku

total R & D expenditure in the country - 7,929 thousand leva.

R & D expenditure in Bulgaria for the period 2005-2011 in-
creased twice and in the NCR remained at the same level. This
illustrates well enough the weak participation of the Region in
research and development activities. In the NCR are registered
only 2 research centers located in Rousse: Research Sector at
Ruse University Angel Kanchev and Union of Mathematicians in
Bulgaria, section of Ruse. The share of research costs from the
region’s GDP in 2010 is estimated at 0.13%, which still remains
far from the national commitments under the EU Europe 2020
Strategy and the respective National Reforms Programme of the
Republic of Bulgaria (2013-2015) with regards to the share of
expenditure on R & D from GDP amounting to 1.5% until year
2020.

Itis planned to implement measures for sustainable partnership
between research institutions and the business in the Region
with a view to the development of R & D - to improve the inter-
action between educational institutions, research and innovation
centers, mobilization of educational resources to help business-
es, encouragement of open communication and cooperation
between key stakeholders.

Diversification of the rural economy

Generation of higher income from the agricultural production, as
well as ensuring sustainable employment in order to improve the
quality of life in rural areas in NCR requires to apply special mea-
sures and activities. Projects will be supported for creation of
clusters for production and processing of agricultural products
in small and medium enterprises in the rural areas. Initiatives
will be promoted to improve the conditions for marketing the
production of local producers - the provision of infrastructure,
including markets for agricultural products and products of the
processing industry usinga gricultural products as raw material.
Preservation of traditional economic activities such as various
types of crafts will be supported as part of the diversity of the
regions.

Development of a strong tourism sector, based on the rich
natural and cultural heritage and promotion of area-specific
types of tourism

As at 31.12.2012 in the North Central Region are located 8.8%
of the lodging and accommodation facilities in the country and
4% of the beds. The night accommodation and the income from
it form about 3% of the total for the country. The development
of the tourism in the Region is unbalanced — the region of Ve-
liko Tarnovo is the leader in construction of tourist facilities and
income from accommodation services. There are two tourist
centers. The first is the greatest concentration of tourist activity
in the municipalities of the Balkan and Fore Balkan, mostly Ga-
brovo, Tryavna and Veliko Tarnovo and rapidly increasing are the
tourist visits in Sevlievo and mostly in Elena. Another traditional
large tourist center is the town of Rousse, where the number of
tourist visits also increased.

The region has significant natural, historical and cultural attrac-
tions that are of interest to potential tourists, there are a number
of unused resources and under-exploited opportunities. Immov-
able cultural property within the NCR is 5480 units, some of
which are included in the UNESCO List of World Cultural and
Natural Heritage and in the List of the 100 national tourist sites
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yHuBepcumem ,Anzen KoHueB, u ,Colo3 Ha Mamemamuuume
B8 Boazapus®, cekuua Pyce. [lexom Ha HayyHouscAegoBamen-
ckume pa3sxogu om BBI1 Ha padiona npe3 2010 2. Bo3Ausa Ha
0,13%, kodmo npoueHm Bce ouie & mBbpge garey om noemus
HauuoHaneH aHzakumeHm no Cmpamezuama Ha EC ,EBpona
2020" u cbomBemHama HauuoHaAHa npozpama 3a pedopmu
Ha Penybauka Boazapus (2013-2015 2.) omHOCHO gsA Ha pas-
xogume 3a HPL om BBIT 8 pasmvep Ha 1,5% go 2020 2.

[MAaHupa ce peaausupaHemo Ha mMepku 3a ycmodyuBo napm-
HbOPCMBO MeXgy Hay4HUME UHCMuUMYyuuu u ukoHomuyecku-
me cybekmu 8 paiioHa, ¢ 02aeg pasBumuemo Ha HUPL - no-
gobpaBaHe Ha B3aumogelicmBuemo Mexkgy 06pazoBamenHu
UHCMuMyuuu, uscregoBamencku u UHOBauuOHHU UeHMPOBE,
Mo6UAU3UpaHe Ha 0bpazoBameaHume pecypcu 8 noMouwl Ha
6u3Heca, HacbpyaBaHe Ha omkpumama komyHukauus u Cb-
mpygHu4yecmBo MeXgy 0CHoBHUME 3auHmepecoBaHu cmpa-
HU.

Pa3Hoobpa3saBaxe Ha ukoHomukama B ceackume paiioHu

leHepupaHemo Ha no-Bucoku npuxogu om ceackocmonaHcka-
ma npogykuus, kakmo u ocuaypaBasemo Ha ycmor4uBa 3ae-
mocm ¢ UeA nogobpaBaHe kauecmBomo Ha XkuBom B8 cenama
B8 CLIP, usuckBa ga 6bgam npuaazaHu cneuuaauupaHu Mepku
u gediHocmu. Mogkpena we noAyyam npoekmu 3a cvb3gaBaHe
Ha kabcmepu 3a npou3BogcmBo u npepabomka Ha ceAcko-
cmonaxcka npogykuus 68 maaku u cpegHu npegnpuamua 8
ceackume padioHu. LLle ce cmumyaupam uHuyuamuBu 3a no-
gobpaBaHe Ha ycAoBuAma 3a peaausauus Ha npogykuusma Ha
MecmHu npou3Bogumeau - ocu2ypsaBaHe Ha uHppacmpykmy-
pa, BkalouumeaHo u mopkuwa 3a ceanckocmonaxcka npogyk-
uuA u npogykuus Ha npepabomBameAHama npoMuWAEHOCM,
noa3Bauwia 3a cypoBuHu ceackocmonancku npogykmu. 3anas-
BaHemo Ha mpaguuuoHHu ukoHomuyecku gedxocmu, kamo
pasauyHU BugoBe 3aHaamuulicmBo, we 6bge nogkpeneHo
kamo yacm om pasHo0bpasuemo Ha pe2uoHUme.

PazBumue Ha cuneH mypucmuyecku cekmop, ocHoBaH Ha
602amomo npupogHo u kyamypHo HacnegcmBo u cmunyau-
paHe Ha cneyuduynu 3a paiioHa BugoBe mypusbm

Kom 31.12.2012 2., 8 CeBepeH ueHmpareH palioH Ce Ha-
mMupam 8,8% om cpegcmBama 3a NOYCAOH U Mecmama 3a
HacmaHsABaHe 8 cmpaHama u 4% om AeznoBama 6asa. Pe-
aausupaHume HowyBku u npuxogume om max ca okono 3%
om cbBKynHume 3a cmpaHama. PasBumuemo Ha mypusma 8
patioHa e HepaBHomepHo, kamo obaacm Beauko TopHOB0 3a-
ema Bogewo MACMO No u32pageHocm Ha mypucmuyeckama
6a3a, peaausupaHu Ae2A0gHU U npuxogu om HoulyBku. 06oco-
6uaume ce kamo mypucmuyecku ueHmpoBe ca gBa. MopBusm
€ 20AdmMama KoHueHmpauua Ha mypucmuyecka akmuBHocm
8 obwuHume om baakaHa u MpegbankaHa, Hail-Beye labpo-
80, TpABHa u Beauko TopHOBO, kamo ¢ 6bp3u memnoBe Ha-
pacmBam noceweHusma u 8 CeBaueBo u Had-Beve B EneHa.
[lpy2usm mpaguuuoHeH 20AAM mypucmuyecku ueHmbp e
2pag Pyce, noceweHuama 8 kodmo cowo HapacmBam.

B pailoHa uma 3Ha4umu npupogHu, ucmopuyecku u KyaAmypHu
3aberekumeaHocmu, koumo npegcmaBaaBam uHMepec 3a
NOMEHUUaAHUMe mypucmu, ColiecmByBam peguua HeycBoe-
HU PECYpPCU U HEHANbAHO U3N0A3BaHU BbamoXkHocmu. HegBu-
»kumume kyamypHU UgHHOCMU Ha mepumopusma Ha CLIP ca

of the Bulgarian Tourist Union. The more important are the For-
tress of Tsarevets, the Thracian Tomb in the village of Sveshtari,
the rock churches of Ivanovo, Bacho Kiro cave, fortress Medijidi
Tabia, the archaeological reserves Nicopolis as Istrum and Sho-
ryanovo, the historical and architectural reserves of Arbanasi
and Bozhentsi, the reserve Srebarna, the architecture and et-
nographic museum complex Etara, the Roman town Nove near
Svishtoy, fortress Sexaginta Priscilla, Asenevtsi monument, the
bridge of Kolyo Ficheto and others. The rich resource of natural
and cCuIturaI heritage is an excellent prerequisite for growth in
the NCR.

In the NCR there are a number of significant cultural events tak-
ing place, such as the International Festival March Music Days,
Folk Festival Golden harp, International Festival Dancing River,
European Theatre Workshop, Autumn Salon of Art and Culture,
the International Biennale of Miniature, the Festival ,Stage near
the river” and the Festival ,Theatre pier on the Great River ,, in
Rousse, International Festival of Humor with annual carnival and
International Festival of comedy performances in Gabrovo, folk
festivals - Veliko Tarnovo, ,Stage of the Ages ,- open-air opera
performances in Tzarevetz Fortress in Veliko Tarnovo, etc.

For full and sustainable utilization of tourism resources and fa-
cilities in the region actions are planned in several directions:

« Creation of regional tourism products through the presentation
of historical, cultural and natural attractions as a valuable part
of the specific geographic area, local heritage and identity and
promoting them internationally;

« Recovery, restoration, conservation, introduction of modern
forms of exhibition of the cultural heritage;

« Construction of access and tourism supporting infrastructure
(transport, engineering, social and others.)

 Promoting the tourism on the Danube River;

 Development of a cultural tourism corridor

« Development of the resource-rich Balkan Mountain area;

« Implementation of projects for the protection, maintenance
and promotion of biodiversity;

« Combination of the cultural tourism with the development of
the wine tourism, rural tourism, cruises, etc.

Priority ,,Building a sustainable and well
developed labor market”

As of 01.02.2011 the population of NCR is estimated at 861112
people, accounting for 11.7% of the total country population.
A relatively large number of the population lives in the regions
of Veliko Tarnovo and Rousse. The demographic structure and
trends of the recent years in the NCR are clearly negative. Over
the past 10 years (the period 2001-2011 between the two of-
ficial censuses in the country) the population of the Region is
constantly decreasing. Growth between the two censuses is ob-
served only in Veliko Tarnovo, while shrinking at a slower pace
- in Svishtov and Dulovo. The reduction of the population in the
other towns and big villages is between 7 and 22%. In Borovo,
Cenovo and Alfatar the reduction of the population even exceeds
22%. A disturbing fact is that even a big town with a strong
service sector and well-developed industy such as Rousse in 10
years shows reduction of the population by 7.3%, which indi-
cates its inability to maintain sustainable levels of the number of
its population. The negative growth is due both to the increased
migration out of the boundaries of the region and to the wors-
ening birth rate. In terms of population age structure negative

5 480 6p., cpeg koumo uma makuBa, BkaloueHu B Cnucoka
Ha OHECKO Ha cBemoBHOMO kyAmypHO U NPUPOGHO HacAeg-
cmBo u B Cnucbka Ha 100-me HauuoHaaHU mypucmuyecku
06ekma Ha bbazapckua mypucmuyecku colos. Mo-3abenexku-
meAHume ca kpenocmma LlapeBeu, Tpakuiickama 2pobHuua
8 c. CBewapu, ckaaHume ubpkBu B 11BaHoBo, newepama
Bauo Kupo, kpenocmma Megkugu Tabus, apxeorozuyeckume
pesepBamu Hukonoauc ag Vicmpym u CoopAaHoBo, ucmopu-
ko-apxumekmypHume pe3epBamu ApbaHacu u bokeHuu, nog-
gopkaHuam pesepBam CpebbpHa, apxumekmypHo-emHoe-
padeku komnaeke Emopa, pumckusam epag HoBe go CBuwio8,
[TpaHoBckusm manacmup, kpenocmma Gekcazudma Mpucma,
namemHukom AceHeBuu, Mocmbm Ha Koabo (Quuemo u gp.
Bozamuam pecypc om npupogHo u kyamypHo HacaegemBo e
0mAuUYHa npegnocmaBka 3a nocmuzaxe Ha pacmeX 8 CLIP.

B CLP ce npoBekgam peguua 3Ha4umu kyamypHu nposBu
kamo MexkgyHapogeH decmuBan ,MapmeHcku MysukaaHu
gHu,, (DoAkaopeH cvbbop ,3ramHama 2ogyAka,, MexkgyHapo-
geH decmuBan ,TaHuyBawama peka®“, EBponelicka meampan-
Ha pabomuAHuua, EceHeH canoH Ha uskycmBomo u kyamypa-
ma, MeXgyHapogHo GueHare Ha mMuHuamlopama, dpecmuBan
,CueHa kpal pekama, u decmuBan ,TeampaneH npucmaH Ha
2o0naviama peka“ B 2p. Pyce; MexkgyHapogeH decmuBan Ha
xymopa ¢ exe20geH kapHaBaa u MeXgyHapogeH pecmuBan Ha
komeguiHua cnekmakoa 8 2p. labpoBo, hoaknopHu GecmuBa-
Au — Beauko TopHOBo, ,CueHa Ha BekoBeme, — npegcmatae-
HUA Ha omkpumo Ha onepu Ha kpenocmma ,LlapeBeu,, 8 2p.
Benuko TopHoBo U gp.

3a nbAHOMO U yemoQ4uBo onoA3omBopABaHe Ha mypucmu-
yeckume pecypcu u 0bekmu 8 palioHa ce nAaHupam gedcmBus
B8 HAkoAko HanpaBaeHus:

* Cv3gaBaHe Ha peauoHaAHu mypucmuyecku npogykmu upes
npegcmaBaHemo Ha ucmopuyecku, KyAmypHUu U npupogHu
ampakuuu kamo ueHHa Yacm om cneuuduyHua 2eozpadcku
patioH, MECMHOMO HacAegcmMB0o U UGEHMUYHOCM U NONYAAPU-
3upaHemo um B MeXkgyHapOogeH nAaH;

 BuscmanoBaBaHe, pecmaBpauus, koHcepBauus, BuBexkgaHe
Ha CbBpeMeHHU HopMU Ha ekcnoHUpaHe Ha NaMemHUUUMe Ha
kyamypHomo HacaegcmBo;

* N3epaxkgaHe Ha goBexkgawa u cbnomemBawia mypucmuye-
cka uHppacmpykmypa (mpaHcnopmua, UHkeHepHa, couuaaHa
ugp.);

e CmumyAupaHe Ha mypusma no peka [yHas;

* PasBumue Ha kyamypex mypucmudyecku kopugop;

« Pa3Bumue Ha 602amus Ha pecypcu cmaponAaHUHCKU padioH;
* PeaAnusupaHe Ha npoekmu 3a ona3BaHe, noggopkaHe u no-
NyAApU3UPaHe Ha bUOAO2UYHOMO Pa3HO0bpasue;

* CvyemaHue Ha kyamypHus mypusbm ¢ pasBumue Ha BuHe-
HUA, cenckus, kpyusHus u gp.

Mpuopumem ,N32pakgaHe Ha ycmod4uB u
pa3Bum na3ap Ha mpyga“

Kom 01.02.2011 2., 6posam Ha HaceaeHuemo 8 CLIP Bb3ausa
Ha 861 112 gywu, koemo npegcmaBaaBa 11,7% om Hacene-
HUEMO Ha cmpaHama. OMHOCUMEAHO NO-20AAM € BpoAM Ha
HaceneHuemo B obaacmume Beauko TopHoB0 u Pyce. [lemo-
2padckama cmpykmypa u meHgeHuUUMe Om NOCAegHUME
20guHu 8 CLIP ca noguepmaro HezamuBHu. pes nocaegHUMe
10 20guHu (nepuoga 2001-2011 2., mexkgy gBeme opuuuarHu
npe6poABaHuA Ha HaceAeHUemo B cmpaHama) HaceAeHUemo

demographic trends are confirmed, typical for the country as a
whole. The average age of the population is steadily increasing,
reducing the proportion of people in the age groups between 10
and 19 years old and increasing the absolute number of people
aged over 60. Compared to the trends in other NUTS 2 level
regions of Europe, the population growth in the North Central
Region shows some of the most unfavorable negative figures
for the period between 2001 and 2011. Compared to the other
regions of Bulgaria, only in the North West Region the observed
trends are more unfavorable.

In order to reduce the negative demographic and migration pro-
cesses, a main objective will be to provide suitable conditions
for the realization of human resources, sustainable development
of the labor market and the achievement of sustainable em-
ployment.

Creation of better employment opportunities and stimulating
labor mobility within the region

The number of employees under labor and official contract in the
Region for the period 2005-2010 has decreased by nearly 27%,
which is due to several reasons: production optimization by in-
creasing the use of new technologies, structural changes in the
activities and finally - production drop due to the reduced demand
for products. The greatest is the decrease in the field of real estate
operations and in the extractive industries sector. Increase was
noted only in the financial and insurance activities.

As of 31.12.2012, the employment rate of people aged 20-64
in NCR is amounted to 59.8% - lower than the national average
(63%) and the EU-27 (68.5%). The highest employment rate (of
the population aged 15-64) is in Gabrovo region - 61.4%, and the
lowest - in the region of Razgrad - 50.7% and region of Silistra -
50.9%. The unemployment rate in the Region is 14.5% (for 2012)
- higher than the national average (12.4%) and higher than the
EU-27 (10.5%). The highest unemployment rate is in the Razgrad
region - 21.6% (among the highest rates in the country). Unem-
ployment is relatively low in Gabrovo region - 9.7%.

Household incomes in the NCR are among the lowest in the EU
(1 881.8 euros per person). In 2009, lower income can only be
found in NWR and some regions of Romania. Salaries continue
to be the major source of household income by about 50% of
total income - 6236 leva with a country average of 7 777 leva.

Measures will be promoted to ensure better coordination be-
tween the needs of workforce on the labor market in the Region
and the educational institutions. Support will be given to project
proposals aimed primarily at reducing youth unemployment
and increasing employment among people over 55 — on-the-
job training and acquisition of work habits by the young people
during their education, implementation of incentives for opera-
tors who employ people over 55 years, preferencial treatment of
the employers who create jobs, etc. In addition, measures and
activities will be supported to promote labor mobility in order to
limit the migration processes and prevention of the depopulation
of some villages in the Region.

Priority Improving human capital
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B8 palioHa nocmosHHO HamaAaBa. Pocm mexgy gBeme npe-
6poABaHuA ce HabalogaBa eguHcmBeHo BbB Beauko TopHOBO,
a cBuBaHe ¢ no-6aBHuU memnoBe — 8 CBuWoB u [yroBo. Ha-
MaAeHUemO Ha HaceneHUemo B ocmaHaaume 2pagoBe u 20-
AeMU ceAa e mexgy 7 u 22%. B bopoBo, LienoBo u Ardpamap
cBuBaHemo Ha HaceneHuemo gopu HagxBopas 22%. TpeBoxkeH
(hakm e, 4e gopu 20AAM 2pag CbC CUAHO pa3Bum cekmop Ha
ycAyeume u gobpe pasBuma npomuwiAeHocm kamo Pyce, 3a
10 20guHu ce e cBun cbe 7,3%, nokasBadku HezoBama He-
Bo3mokHocm ga noggobpka ycmolduuBu HuBa Ha 6poA Ha
cBoemo HacergHue. OmpuuameAHUAM npupacm ce goAku
kakmo Ha 3acureHama muzpauus HaBbH OmM 2paHuuume Ha
padiona, maka u Ha BroweHua koeduuueHm Ha pakgaemocm.
Mo omHoweHue Ha Bvb3pacmoBama cmpykmypa Ha Hacene-
Huemo ce nomBbpkgaBam HebAa2ONPUAMHUME MeHgeHUUU
8 gemoepapckomo pasBumue, xapakmepHu 3a cmpaHama
kamo uano. CpegHama Bv3pacm Ha HaceAeHuemo NOCMOAHHO
pacme, kamo HamaaaBa gexom Ha XKumeAaume 8b8 Bb3pacmo-
Bume 2pynu mexXgy 10 u 19 20guHu u HapacmBa abCcoAlomHu-
Am 6pol »kumeAu Ha Bvb3pacm Hag 60 20guHu.MocmaBeH 3a
cpaBHeHue ¢ meHgeHuuume B gpyaume padoHu om HuBo 2 Ha
EBpona, npupacmom Ha HaceneHuemo 8 CeBepeH ugHmpaneH
paiioH nokasBa egHu om Hai-HebAa2ONpuUAMHUME Ompuua-
meAHU cmodHocmu 3a nepuoga MexXgy 2001 2. u 2011 2. B
cpaBHeHue ¢ gpyeume patoHu Ha boAzapus, eguHcmBeHo B8
(CeBeposanagHus palioH ce HabalogaBam no-HebAa2oNpuUAMHU
MeHgeHUUU.

C 02neg HamanABaHe Ha HezamuBHUME gemozpadeku u Mue-
pauUOHHU Npouecu, 0CHOBHA UeA We bbge ocuaypaBaHemo Ha
nogxogawu ycaoBusa 3a peaausauus Ha yoBewkume pecypeu,
CmMabuAHO pa3Bumue Ha nasapa Ha mpyga u NocMu2aHe Ha
ycmoiyuBa 3aemocm.

Cv3gaBane Ha no-gobpu BvamokHocmu 3a mpygoBa 3ae-
mocm U CMuMyAupaHe Ha MoBUAHOCMMA Ha pabomHama
cuna 8 pamkume Ha pailoHa

BpoAm Ha Haemume no mpygoBo u cAykebHo npaBoomHowe-
Hue B patioHa 3a nepuoga 2005-2010 2. HamaanBa ¢ 6AU30
27%, koemo ce goAku Ha HAKOAKO OCHOBHU NpUYUHU: onmu-
Mu3auus Ha npousBogcmBomo upe3 yBeauyaBaHe npurazaHe-
MO Ha HOBU MeXHOAO2UU, HA CMPYKMYpPHU U3MEHEHUs Ha ged-
Hocmume U Had-Hakpaa Ha cBuBaHe Ha npousBogcmBomo,
nopagu HamansBaHe Ha mbpceHemo Ha npogykuus. Had-2o-
AAMO € HamareHuemo B cepama Ha onepauuume ¢ HegBu-
kumu umomu u 8 cekmopa Ha gobuBHama NpOMULAEHOCM.
YBeAuueHue ce ombeaa3Ba eguHcmMBeHo Npu GuHaHcoBUMeE U
3acmpaxoBameaHume gedHocmu.

Kom 31.12.2012 2., koeuuueHmbm Ha 3aemocm Ha Ha-
ceAeHuemo Ha Bvapacm 20-64 2. 8 CLIP Bb3ausa Ha 59,8%
- no-Hucvk om cpegHuA 3a cmpaHama (63%) u 3a EC-27
(68,5%). Hatl-Bucok e koeduuueHmbm Ha 3aemocm (Ha Hace-
AeHuemo Ha Bb3pacm 15-64 2.) 8 0baacm labpoBo — 61,4%, a
Hai-Hucbk — 8 0baacm Pasepag — 50,7% u 0bracm Cuaucmpa
—50,9%. PaBHuwemo Ha 6e3pabomuua B patioHa e 14,5% (3a
2012 2.) — no-Bucoko om cpegHomo 3a cmpaHama (12,4%) u
no-Bucoko om moBa 3a EC-27 (10,5%). Hati-Bucoka e 6e3pa-
fomuuama B obracm Paszpag — 21,6% (cpeg Hal-Bucokume
cmodHocmu B cmpadama). OmHocumeAHo Hucka e 6e3pabo-
muuama 8 oéaacm labpoBo — 9,7%.

Improving education, encouraging the training and retraining
of the workforce and lifelong learning

The system of educational institutions in the region is relatively
well developed. In the academic year 2012/2013 on the territory
of the NCR there are 253 schools and 5 universities - University
of Rousse Angel Kanchey, Technical University - Gabrovo, Veliko
Tarnovo University ,St.St. Cyril and Methodius®, National Military
University ,Vasil Levski ,in Veliko Tarnovo and the Academy of
Economics ,Dimitar Tzenov ,, in Svishtov. The existing scientific
potential outside the universities is limited.

Structures of pre-school education are well developed through-
out the NCR. The availability of kindergartens, teachers and
places in the nursery schools is good with a few exceptions.
The net enrollment rate of children in kindergartens in the Region
during the school year 2012/2013 was higher than the national
average, reaching 86.6%, with an especially high figure in the
region of Razgrad (91.6%) and a relatively lower for the region
of Silistra (82.1%).

As of 01.02.2011 the number of people with university edu-
cation in the North Central Region was 132771 (15.4% of the
population). People who have completed secondary education
are 358175 (41.6% of the population). The lowest proportion
of people with university education is in the region of Razgrad
- 11.6% and in the region of Silistra - 11.8%. The scope of the
group ,never attended school” is 8061 people or 1.3% of the
population of the Region. The highest share of those who have
Lnever attended school* is in the regions of Silistra (2.5% of the
population of the region) and Razgrad (1.5%), and the lowest -
in the Gabrovo region - 0.4%.

Interventions will focus, on one hand, to improve the conditions
and curriculums of the educational institutions and to adapt
them to the demands of the labor market in the Region, and on
the other hand - on improving the qualifications and reducing the
number of people dropping out from the labor market. Integrat-
ing the largest possible number of people to the labor market in
the Region requires special attention to the groups with the low-
est possible inclusion, such as the group of the young people,
disadvantaged groups and long term unemployed. Unemployed
people aged up to 29 years in NCR are 6746 people, and 17524
people are registered as long-term unemployed for more than 1
year. Activities are envisaged related to re-training (re-orienta-
tion) and retraining of employees in areas undergoing a struc-
tural change, foreign language and computer training, promoting
entrepreneurship, etc. Investments will be directed towards the
reconstruction and improvement of the educational facilities.

Provision of satisfactory health and social services and condi-
tions for the development of sports and culture

Healthcare system in the NCR covers in general the health care
needs of the Region. As of 31.12.2012 on the territory of the
Region there are 35 hospitals - general and specialized hospi-
tals. Out-hospital care has 211 establishments - diagnostic and
consultative centers, dental centers, medical and diagnostic and
technical laboratories and others. In intra-regional plan most of
the health care facilities are concentrated in the regions of Veliko
Tarnovo and Rousse.

Services in the field of social care in the Region have a well de-

Moxogume Ha gomakuncmBama 8 CLIP ca egHu om Had-Hucku-
me 8 EC (1 881,8 eBpo cpegHo Ha 4oBek Ha 2oguHa). Mpes
2009 2. no-Hucku goxogu ce HabalogaBam eguHcmBeHo 8 C3P
U Hakou palioHu Ha PymbHUA. PabomHama 3anAama npogoA-
aBa ga 6bge 0CHOBEH U3MOYHUK 3a goxogume Ha goma-
kuHcmBama ¢ okono 50% om o6wus goxog — 6 236 AB., npu
CpegHo 3a cmpaHama 7 777 AB.

LLle ce cmumyAupam Mepku 3a ocuz2ypaBaHe Ha no-goopa ko-
opguHauus Mexgy Hykgume om pabomHa cuaa Ha mpygoBus
nasap B8 palloHa u obpasoBameaHume uHcmumyuuu. Mog-
kpena we noayyam npoekmu, HacOYeHU NpUOpPUMEMHO koM
HamanfaBaHe Ha MaageXkkama bespabomuua u yBeauuaBaHe
Ha 3aemocmma cpeg Xxopama Hag 55 20guHu — 0ByyeHue Ha
pabomHomo mMAcmo U npugobuBaHe Ha mpygoBu HaBuuu om
MAagume xopa no Bpeme Ha 06pa3oBaHuemo UM, NpuAa2aHe
Ha cmumyau 3a ukoHomuyeckume cybekmu, koumo Haemam
cayKumeAu Ha Bb3pacm Hag 55 2., npunazaxe Ha npedepeH-
uuu 3a pabomogameaume, koumo paskpuBam pabomHu mec-
ma u gp. B gonbAHeHue we ce nogkpenam mepku u gedHocmu
3a HacbpuaBaxe Ha mpygoBama MOBUAHOC, C UEA 02paHu-
yaBaHe Ha Mu2pauloHHUME npouecu U npegomBpamsaBaHe Ha
06e3alogABaHemo Ha HAakou ceauwsa B paidoHa.

Mpuopumem ,Mogo6paBane Ha yoBewkua kanuman*

Mogo6paABaHe Ha 06pa3oBaHuemo, cmumyaupaHe Ha kBanu-
¢ukauuama u npekBanudukayuama Ha pabomHama puvka u
y4yeHemo npe3 ueaus XuBom

Cucmemama om 06pa3oBameAHu uHcmumyuuu B8 patioHa e
cpaBHUmeAHo gobpe pasBuma. Mpe3 yuebHama 2012/2013 2.,
Ha mepumopuAma Ha CLIP ca pa3noaoxkeHu 253 0611006pa3o-
BameAHU yyuAuwa u 5 Bucwiu yyuauwa — PyceHcku yHuBepcu-
mem ,AHeen KoHueB®, TexHuuecku yHuBepcumem - labpoBo,
BeaukomwbproBcku yHuBepcumem ,CB. ¢B. Kupua u Memo-
gul“, HauuoHanet BoereH yHuBepcumem ,Bacua NeBcku, Bb8
Beauko TopHOBo u CmonaHcka akagemus ,Jumumbp LieHoB,
8 CBuwoB. CowecmByBawuam Hay4yeH nomeHuuaA u3BoH
BY3 e 02paHudeH.

Cmpykmypume Ha npegy4uAulHOmo 0bpa3oBaHue ca gobpe
pa3Bumu no uanama mepumopus Ha CLIP. OcuzypeHocmma ¢
gemcku 2paguHu, npenogaBameau u Mecma 8 gemckume 2pa-
QuHU e gobpa ¢ mManku uskatoueHus. HemHusm koeduuueHm
Ha 3anucBaHe Ha geua B gemckume 2paguHu B patioHa, npes
yuebHama 2012/2013 2., e no-Bucok om cpegHusA 3a cmpaHa-
ma, gocmuzaatku 86,6%, kamo ocobeHo Bucoka e cmodHocm-
ma 3a obracm Paszpag (91,6%) u OmHOCUMEAHO no-Hucka 3a
obaacm Cuaucmpa (82,1%).

Kom 01.02.2011 2., bposam Ha Auuama ¢ Bucle obpasoBaHue
8 CeBepeH ueHmpaneH patioH e 132 771 (15,4% om Hacene-
Huemo). Auuama, 3aBbpwuAu cpegHo 06pa3oBaHue, ca 358
175 (41,6% om HaceaeHuemo). Hali-Hucbk e genom Ha xopa-
ma ¢ Bucwe 06pa3oBaHue B obaacm Paszpag — 11,6% u 8
obaacm Cuaucmpa — 11,8%. 06xBambm Ha epynama ,Hukoza
HenocewaBaau yyuauwe” e 8 061 gywu, uau 1,3% om Hace-
AEHUemO Ha padoHa. Hal-Bucok e gexbm Ha Auuama ,Hukoza
Henocew:aBaau yyuauwe” 8 odaacmume Cuaucmpa (2,5% om
HaceneHuemo Ha obracmma) u Paszpag (1,5%), a Had-HucoK -
8 06aacm [a6poBo (0,4%).

veloped network of institutions that is comparable to the average
for the country. The regions of Veliko Tarnovo and Rousse have
the top place in the provision of social services compared to the
other areas in the region. The Homes for medical and social care
for children accommodate 434 children. Deinstitutionalization of
care and assistance to those in need in their home environment
are available in almost all municipalities in the Region.

The cultural infrastructure within the NCR is relatively well de-
veloped, whereas most cultural institutions are concentrated in
urban areas - regional centers. There are theaters, museums
and cinemas in each of the five regions in NCR and only in
Razgrad in 2010 there was no cinema. It is noted that in general
the availability of theaters on the territory of the Region is lower
than the national average. There are two theaters in Gabrovo and
Silistra, three in Rousse and one in Razgrad and Veliko Tarnovo
(9 in total for the Region). There is a high concentration of mu-
seums in the region of Veliko Tarnovo (9) and Gabrovo (9) - a
total of 30 in the Region. In Gabrovo and Rousse there are two
cinemas - 6 in total for the Region. There are three libraries in
the region of Veliko Tarnovo and two - in Rousse region (total
of 8 for the Region).

Interventions will be focused primarily on improving the health
status and health education of the population, improving the
cultural level and providing satisfactory social protection. It is
envisaged to modernize the existing facilities for health and so-
cial services and the material base of the cultural institutions and
their complex integration in the urban environment. Moreover,
projects will be supported for modernization, reconstruction and
construction of new facilities for mass sports, construction of
sports facilities / infrastructure for the development of profes-
sional sports and drafting programmes for the development of
children and youth and school sports.

Priority ,,Building priority infrastructure corridors
and adjacent facilities”

As of 31.12.2012, the total length of the road network in the
North Central Region is 2964 km, which covers 462 km roads |
class, 635 km Il class roads and 1867 kilometers Ill class roads.
The average density of road network is 0.198 km / sq.km, which
is higher than the national average (0.175 km / sq km). The big-
gest length of the national roads is on the territory of the region
of Veliko Tarnovo - 937 km, constituting 31.6% of the road net-
work in the region. The territory of the NCR has no sections of
highways. The relative share of highways and first class roads
(including only roads | class) is 15.6% and is lower than the
average for the country’s regions and slightly higher than the
value of the indicator for the country - 15, 2%. The density of
highways and I-class roads also equals the national average -
0.031 km/ sq., whereas on a regional level variations are in the
range of 0.020 km / sq km in the region of Silistra to 0.043 km /
sq km. in the region of Gabrovo.

North Central Region is an important national transport junc-
tion. The Region is crossed by two European transport cor-
ridors - Transport Corridor N2 7 and transport corridor N2 9,
supplemented by TRASECA corridor: Europe - Caucasus - Asia.
Transport Corridor N2 7 is along the Danube River with a length
of 470 kilometers on Bulgarian territory. Transport corridor N2
9 holds international flows in the direction Bucharest - Rous-
se - Byala - Veliko Tarnovo - Gabrovo - Stara Zagora - Makaza
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iHmepBeHuuume we ce pokycupam, om egHa cmpata, Bopxy
nogobpABaHe Ha ycAoBuAMa U npozpamume Ha 0bpasoBamea-
HUME UHCMUMYUUU U aganmupaHemo um kbM MopceHemo
Ha nasapa Ha mpyga B palloHa, u om gpyea cmpaHa, Bbpxy
noBuwaBave Ha kBaaudukauusma u ozpaHuyaBaHe Ha om-
naghaaume om mpygoBusa nasap. /kmezpupaHemo Ha Bb3-
MOXHO Had-20AAM Bpol Auua Ha nasapa Ha mpyga B patioHa,
usuckBa cneuuarHo BHumaHue koM epynume ¢ Had-Hucka
BvamokHocm 3a BkalouBaHe kamo maageume, epynume 8
HepaBHOCMOUHO NOAMKEHUE U gbA20CPOUHO He3pabomHume.
BespabomHume Auua Ha Bv3pacm go 29 2. 8 CLIP ca 6 746
gywu, a 17 524 gywu ca peaucmpupaHu kamo goA20cpoy-
HO GespabomHu 3a noBeve om 1 2oguHa. MpegBwkgam ce
gediHocmu, cBop3aHu ¢ NOBMOPHO 0byYeHuUe (NpeopueHma-
uus) u npekBaaudukauus Ha 3aemume B cdepume, 8 koumo
ce ocvbuwecmBaBam cmpykmypHu npomeHu, YyXkgoe3ukoBo
u komnlombpHo 06y4eHue, HacbpyaBaHe Ha npegnpuema-
yecmBomo u gp. VHBecmuuuu we 6bgam HacoueHu U koM
pekoHcmpykuua u nogobpaBaHe CocmoaHUEMO Ha 6a3ama Ha
06pa3oBaHuemo.

OcuzypaBaHe Ha agekBamHu 3gpaBHu u couuanHu ycayau u
ycAaoBus 3a pasBumue Ha cnopma u kyamypama

Cucmemama Ha 3gpaBeonasBaHemo 8 CLP kamo usno
nokpuBa Hykgume om 3gpaBHa nomouw, Ha peauoHa. Kom
31.12.2012 2. Ha mepumopuAma Ha palioHa Ce Hamupam
35 DOAHUYHU 3aBegeHus — MHO20NPOGUAHU U CneuuaAusu-
paHu 6oAHUUU. V13BbHBOAHUYHAMA nomouw, pasnoAaza ¢ 211
3aBegeHus — guagHoCMUYHO-KoHCyAmamuBHU ueHmpoBe,
geHmaAHu ueHmpoBe, Meguko-guazHoCMUYHU U mexHuYecku
Aabopamopuu U gp. BbB BompewHope2auoHaAeH NAaH, 20AMa
yacm om 3gpaBHama mpexa ce koHugHmpupa 8 obAacmume
Benuko TopHoBo u Pyce.

Ycayaume, 8 06Aacmma Ha couuarHume gedHocmu 8 padioHa,
pasnoaazam ¢ goope uszpageHa Mpexka om 3aBegeHus, cpas-
HUMU CbC CpegHUMe nokasameau 3a cmpadama. 0baacmume
Benauko TopHoBo u Pyce 3aemam Bogewo Macmo B npegoc-
maBaHemo Ha CcouuaaHu ycayeu, B cpaBHeHue C gpyeume
obracmu B8 paiioHa. [lomoBeme 3a Meguko-couuaaHu 2puku
3a geua obxBawam 434 geua. [leuHcmumyuuoHaAu3auua Ha
2pwkama u nognomazaHe Ha Hykgaewume ce 8 maxHama
goMawHa cpega, ce npegaazam 8 noumu Bcuyku 06WUHU Ha
MepumopuAma Ha paioHa.

KyamypHama uHgpacmpykmypa Ha mepumopuama Ha CLIP e
OmMHOcUMeAHO gobpe pa3Buma, kamo noBevemo kyamypHu
uHCMUMyuuu ca koHugHmpupaHu 8 2pagoBeme — 0bracmHu
ueHmpoBe. Teampu, Myseu u kuHa umva BbB Bcsaka egHa om
nemme obAacmu Ha pailoHa, kamo eguHcmBeHo B Pa3szpag
npe3 2010 2. He e umano kuHo. 3abean3Ba ce, ye kamo uano
0CU2YpPeHocmma C meampu Ha MepumopuAma Ha paioHa e
no-Hucka om cpegHama 3a cmpaHama. Mo g8a meambpa uma
8 fabpoBo u Cuaucmpa, a 8 Pyce — mpu u no egut B Paszpag
U Beauko TopHoB0 (06w 9 3a patioHa). Bucoka e koHueHmpa-
uuAma Ha my3eu 8 obracmume Beauko TopHoBo (9) u labpoBo
(9) — 0610 30 B pationa, a 8 labpoBo u Pyce uma no gBe kura
— 06Wo 6 3a patioHa. Tpu bubAuomeku uma 8 obaacm Beauko
TopHOB0, a gBe — B 0bracm Pyce (06wio 8 3a palioHa).

(E-85/1-5) across the bridge over the Danube River at Rousse.
The most important transport destination on North-South axis
in Bulgaria provides connection between Turkey and the Middle
East on the one hand and Northern Europe and Russia on the
other. Through the territory of the NCR pass also the following
other international roads: E-70 / -2 Ruse - Razgrad - Varna,
E-83 / I-3 Sofia - Pleven - Byala and E-772 Yablanitza - Veliko
Tarnovo - Shumen - Varna. The integration with the transport
networks of the neighboring countries is through the existing
border checkpoints in NCR - Svishtov, Rousse ferryboat, Rous-
se - Danube Bridge and Silistra.

The length of the railway network within the NCR at the end of
2012 is 627 km, which is 15.4% of the national railway system.
The total length of railways doubled is 89 km or 14.2% of all
railways in the Region. The length of electrified railways is 437
km - 69.7% and is above the EU average. Best served by the rail-
way network is the region of Veliko Tarnovo. Main railway lines
that pass through the Regions are: Gorna Oryahovitsa-Rous-
se, Gorna Oryahovitsa — Veliko Tarnovo-Stara Zagora, Gorna
Oryahovitsa-Pleven-Sofia, Gorna Oryahovitsa-Shumen-Varna,
Rousse-Varna, Levski-Svishtov.

The Northern border of the NCR is along the Danube River - the
only inland waterway in the country. The Region has several
ports of national importance: Rousse, Svishtov, Tutrakan and
Silistra. In NCR there are ports of regional importance: Rousse
— Duty-free Zone, W Co - Rousse, Rousse - bunkering terminal
Arbis, Port Bulmarket - Rouss®, Danube dredging fleet, Svishtov
- Sviloza: Terminal Sviloza and Terminal Heat Power Plant Svilo-
za, Silistra - Polaris 8, Silistra - Lesil, East Point - Silistra. In NCR
there are two ports with special purpose: port Agency Explo-
ration and Maintenance of the Danube River, which is used for
keeping and repair of ships to ensure navigation conditions and
to maintain the waterway along the Danube River and port Ruse
Shipyard, which is used for construction and repair of ships. On
the river there have been developed marinas and fishing harbors
that have municipal or local importance and are used for com-
mercial and sport fishing and recreation.

There are favorable opportunities for the development of the
passenger river transport along the Danube between Bulgaria,
Romania and the countries of Western Europe. At this stage
along the Danube River there are many and annually increasing
cruise voyages, and most of them are staying in the port of
Rousse. The port infrastructure in the NCR has a larger capacity
than the volume of cargo handled in it. Territories near the ports
are suitable for the development of economic zones, capable of
transporting large volumes of general and bulk cargo - goods
and / or raw materials for their production.

On the territory of the NCR there are two airports: the airport of
Gorna Oryahovitsa and the airport of Rousse near the village
of Shtraklevo. Gorna Oryahovitsa Airport is the main base for
export of perishable agricultural products from North Bulgaria to
the EU and the countries of the Middle and Far East, as well as
Africa. Rousse Airport practically does not function since year
2000.

Construction of corridors of national and transnational

/iHmepBeHuuUMe We ca HaCo4eHU NPUOPUMEMHO koM nogo-
6pABaHe Ha 3gpaBHuA cmamyc u noBuwaBaHe Ha 3gpaBHama
kyamypa Ha HaceaeHuemo, nogobpABaHe Ha kyamypHomo
paBHuwe u ocuaypsaBaHe Ha agekBamHa couuaHa sawuma.
MpegBukga ce MogepHU3UpaHe Ha cbwecmByBawama 6asa
3a 3gpaBHU U COUUaAHU ycAyau U 6a3ama Ha kyamypHume uH-
cmumymu u komnaekcHomo um uHmezpupade 8 2pagckama
cpega. Cowo maka we ce nogkpenam npoekmu 3a mogep-
Hu3upaHe, pekoHcmpykuus u u3zpakgaHe Ha HoBa 6a3a 3a
MacoB cnopm, uszpakgaHe Ha cnopmHu 3aAu/uHdpacmpyk-
mypu 3a pas3Bumue Ha NPOdECUOHAAEH Cnopm U u320mBsaHe
Ha npozpamu 3a pasBumue Ha gemcko-loHoweckus u yueHu-
yecku cnopm.

Mpuopumem ,/32paXkgaHe Ha npuopumemHu uHppacmpyk-
mypHu kopugopu u npuaeXawume um cbopukeHua“

Kom 31.12.2012 2. obwama gbakuHa Ha penybaukaHckama
nomHa Mpexka 8 CeBepeH ueHMpaneH paioH e 2964 km, koe-
mo o0bxBawa 462 km nomuuwia I-8u kaac, 635 km nomuwia II-
pu kaac u 1867 km nomuuwia lll-mu kaac. CpegHama gbcmoma
Ha PIMM e 0,198 km/kB.km u e no-Bucoka om cpegHama 3a
cmpanama (0,175 km/k8.km). Had-zonamva e gbakunama Ha
peny6aukaHckume nomutua Ha mepumopusama Ha obaacm Be-
Auko TopHOBO — 937 kv, CocmaBaaBawiu 31,6% om nbmHama
Mpexka Ha palioHa. Ha mepumopusama Ha CLIP HAma uszpage-
HU yyacmbuu om aBmomazucmpaau. OmHoCUMeAHUAM gaA
Ha aBmomazucmpaaume u nbmuwama I-8u kaac (BkatouBam
ce camo nomuuia I-8u kaac) e 15,6% u e no-Hucbk om cpeg-
Hume cmolHocmu 3a palioHume B cmpasama u He3Hayumen-
HO no-Bucok om cmodHoCcMMa Ha nokasameaAa 3a cmpadama
—15,2%. Ffecmomama Ha aBmomazucmpaaume u nbmuwiama
I-Bu kaac cowo e koakomo cpegHama 3a cmpadama - 0,031
km/kB.km, kamo Ha o6aacmHo HuBo Bapuauuume ca 8 guana-
3o04a om 0,020 km/kB.km 8 obracm Cuaucmpa go 0,043 kvy/
kB.km B obaacm labpoBo.

CeBepeH ugHMpaneH patioH e BakeH penybaukaHcku mpaHc-
nopmeH kpvbcmonbm. Ha mepumopusma Ha palioHa ce
npecuyam gBa Max-eBponeldcku mpaHcnopmHu kopugopu —
mpaxcnopmeH kopugop N2 7 u mpaxcnopmen kopugop Ne 9,
gonbAHeHu om kopugopa TPACEKA: EBpona — KaBkas — Asus.
Tpancnopmet kopugop N7 e no p. lyHaB ¢ gbrkuHa Ha GbA-
2apckama mepumopus 470 km. Tpascnopmen kopugop Ne 9

importance

Construction of Corridor N2 9 and Corridor N2 7 and servicing
facilities is a priority not only of national, but also of European
significance. This is expected to have a significant impact both
on the economic activity in the NCR and to strengthen its rela-
tions with the countries of the middle and upper reaches of the
Danube River. In this way, the Region has the opportunity to be-
come a transport center of European importance. It is planned
to complete the construction of Hemus Motorway and of high-
speed roads within the NCR and rehabilitation of the railway
lines, reconstruction and modernization of primary roads, as
well as construction of gas connection Dobrich-Silistra. Insuf-
ficiently developed are the roads of the national road network in
parallel to the Danube River in the direction of Rousse - Svishtov
- Nikopol. Their completion will ensure the connection between
transport corridors N2 4 and N2 9 of the territory between the
ports of the Danube River in Bulgaria. This will create better con-
ditions for the overall use of the potential of the Danube River for
economic development in the coastal areas.

Building infrastructure with regional significance

As of 31.12.2012, 48% of households in the NCR have access
to broadband Internet, which is a figure lower than the national
average - 51%. Internet access is available in larger and smaller
urban centers of the Region. There are several concentrations
of territories in a ,digital shadow", Without Internet access are
parts of the southern mountain and foothill areas of the region.
Concentration of territories with lack of coverage is observed
in the southern part of the region of Razgrad, as well as in a
large part of the territory of the region of Silistra, in areas along
the Danube River. To overcome the differences activities are en-
visaged to provide broadband connectivity in the first place for
the needs of the government agencies and public institutions,
such as mayor’s offices, community centers, schools, etc. and
the creation of free wireless zones around public buildings and
institutions. In settlements in the rural areas will be construct-
ed public access points to the network - public computer halls,
wireless zones around them and there will be Internet access
provided as a priority in the community centers. The introduction
of of information and communication technologies will help for
overcoming the isolation of some of the areas in NCR, for their
spatial cohesion and inclusion to the desired polycentric devel-

CTpYKTypa Ha MKOHOMMKATA B CeBepeH LeHTpaneH paiioH

Economic structure in North-central region

m CekTOp Ha ycnyrute, Services
sector

m CeKTop Ha MHAYCTpUATa,
Production sector

CeKTOp Ha CencKoTo
cTonaHcTso, Agriculture sector

M3moyHuk BBIT: MIHcmumym 3a nasapHa ukoHomuka, 2009 2./ Source GDP: Institute for market economy
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npoBexkga meXkgyHapogHUme nomouu no HanpaBAeHuemo
Bykypeut — Pyce — bana — Beauko TopHoB0 — [a6poBo - Cmapa
3azopa - Makasa (E-85/ 1-5), npe3 mocma Hag peka [yHa8 npu
Pyce. Hal-BakHOomo mpaHcnopmHO HanpaBaeHue no ocma
ceBep-loz B8 Bbaapus ocuzypaBa u cBobp3aHocmma mexXgy
Typuus u bauskua usmok om egHa cmpana u CeBepra EBpona
u Pycua om gpya. Mpe3 mepumopusma Ha CLIP npemunaBam
CAegHUME gpyau MeXgyHapogHu nomuwia: E-70/ 1-2 Pyce —
Paszpag — BapHa, E-83/ -3 Codua — MreBen — bana u E-72
fibaaHuua — Beauko TopHoB0 — LLlymen — BapHa. imezpupa-
HOCMMa C MpaHcnopmHume MpeXu Ha CbCegHU CMpaHu ce
ocbliecmBaBa upes cowecmByBawume MKMM 8 CLP — CBu-
woB, Pyce Gpepudom, Pyce — [lyHaB mocm u Cuaucmpa.

[omkuHama Ha Xkene30nbmHUME AUHUU HA MepumMopuAma Ha
CLP, kom kpaa Ha 2012 2., e 627 km, koumo ca 15,4% om »n
MpeXkama Ha cmpaHama. 0bwama gbakuHa Ha ygBoeHume
n AuHuu € 89 km uAu 14,2% om Bcuuku Xn AuHuu 8 patioHa.
TomkuHama Ha exekmpuduuupadume Xn AuHuu e 437 km —
69,7% u e Hag cpegHomo HuBo Ha EC. Haill-gobpe obcaykeHa
omn MpeXa e 06aacm Beauko TopHOB0. OCHOBHU XN AUHUU,
koumo npemuHaBam npe3 pailoHa ca: fopHa OpaxoBuua-Py-
ce, lopHa OpaxoBuua-Beauko TopHoBo-Cmapa 3azopa, fopHa
OpsaxoBuua-MaeBen-Codus, TopHa OpaxoBuua-LLlymeH-BapHa,
Pyce-BapHa, \eBcku-CBuuoB.

CeBepHama 2paHuua Ha CLIP e peka [lyHaB — equHcmBeHuam
BompeweH BogeH nbm B8 cmpadama. Ha mepumopuama Ha
palioHa GyHkuuoHupam HAKOAKO npucmaHuwa ¢ HaUUOHaAHO
3HaveHue: Pyce, CBuwoB, TympakaH u Cuaucmpa. B CLIP uma
U NpuCMaHuWa C Pe2UOHaAHO 3HaueHue: ,Pyce - 6eamumHa
30Ha“, ,[ly6bA Be Ko* — Pyce, ,Pyce — HedmoHaAuBeH mepmu-
Haa Apéuc”, ,lMopm Byamapkem — Pyce*, ,[lyHaBcku gpacakeH
(Hrom*, CBuwoB — CBuno3a: TepmuHan ,CBuAo3a“ U TepMuHaA
L,TELl CBuno3a“, ,Cuaucmpa — Monapuc 8", ,Cuaucmpa — Ne-
cun’, Jidem Modsm* — Cuaucmpa. B CLIP uma u gBe npucma-
HUWA CbC CNEUUaAHO NpegHasHaueHue: npucmanuwle A2eH-
uua ,lMpoyyBaHe u noggbpkave Ha peka [yHaB“, koemo ce
u3noa3Ba 3a MecmogoMyBaHe u pemoHm Ha kopabu 3a ocu-
2ypaBaHe Ha HaBuzauuoHHa obcmanoBka u 3a noggbpXkate Ha
naaBameAaHua mom no p. yHaB, u npucmaruwe ,PyceHcka
kopabocmpoumenaHuua“, koemo ce u3noA3Ba 3a cmpoumea-
cmBo u pemoHmM Ha kopabu. o pekama ca pasBumu axmeHu u
pubapcku npucmanuwa, koumo umam 06wWuHCKo uAu AokanHo
3HaueHue U ce u3noA3B8am 3a cmonaHcku U cnopmeH pu6oroB
U Omgux.

CobuecmByBam 6AazonpusmHU BbamokHocmU 3a pa3Bumue
Ha momHuyeckus peyeH mpadcnopm no p. flyHaB mexXgy boa-
2apus, PynvoHus u cmpadume om 3anagHa EBpona. Ha mosu
eman no p. [lyHaB ce u3BopwBam 3Ha4uMeAHU No pasmepu U
eXke20gH0 yBeauyaBawiu ce kpyusHu naaBaHus, kamo no-20As-
Mama Yacm om max npucmuaam 8 npucmanuuie Pyce. IMpuc-
maHuwHama uxidpacmpykmypa 8 CLIP pasnoaaza ¢ no-2oaam
kanauumem om obema Ha 0bpabomBaHume B Hea moBapu.
Tepumopuume, 8 6AU30CM gO NpucMaHuwama ca nogxoga-
WU 3a pa3Bumue Ha ukoHomuyecku 30HU, ¢ Bb3moXkHOCMU
32 MpaHcnNopmupaxe Ha 20AeMU 00eMU 2EHEPaAHU U HacunHU
moBapu — cmoku u/uAu cypoBuHU 32 npou3BogcmBomo um.

Ha mepumopuama Ha CLIP uma gBe Aemuwa: Aemule lopHa
OpsaxoBuua u remuuwie Pyce, go c. LLipokaeBo. Aemuwie op-
Ha OpsxoBuua ce ABABa ocHOBex nyHkm 3a U3HOC Ha Gbp30

opment pattern of the Region.

Funds will go towards projects for building new gas transmis-
sion and gas supply networks. Through the territory of the Re-
gion passes the Northern branch of the national pipeline system
of the country. Gas transmission network in NCR has large ca-
pacities, which are not used fully because of the delay in the
process of gasification of households and the low consumption
of natural gas by the industry. Although the relative share of the
households with gasification is among the highest in the Danu-
bian area, the gas distribution network is underdeveloped and
needs further development.

To achieve better connection between the NCR and the neigh-
boring NUTS 2 level regions in the country, as well as in the
region itself, it is particularly important to improve the network of
roads of second and third class - completion and rehabilitation.
The density of the roads of regional importance (ll-nd and IlI-
class) is 0.167 km / sq km and is the highest compared to the
other regions of the country. According to data from 2012 about
47% of the regional roads in the Region are under construction,
which indicates that their condition is not good.

Priority ,Integrated and sustainable development and
strengthening of the polycentric network of settlements”

The towns of the Region are 39 in total and 50.1% of the pop-
ulation lives there. The degree of urbanization (urban popula-
tion) - 66.5% is among the lowest and far below the national
average - 72.5%. The towns with population over 20 thousand
people are 8. There is one big town - Rousse with population
149642 people. There are four medium-sized towns with over
30 thousand people, centers of regions - Veliko Tarnovo - 68783
people, Gabrovo - 58950 people, Razgrad - 33880 people, Silis-
tra- 35607 people. There are two more towns with population of
over 30 thousand people — Gorna Oryahovitsa (31,863 people)
and Svishtov (30157 people), and one town with more than 20
thousand people - Sevlievo (22676 people) that complete and
balance the regional centers.

According to the National Spatial Development Concept of Re-
public of Bulgaria (2013-2025), the system of poles of growth
in the NCR is presented by the following hierarchy levels:

« Second level - centers of national importance - represented
by the town of Rousse. Veliko Tarnovo is a town that can dupli-
cate the center Rousse;

« Third level - centers of regional importance are the town of Ve-
liko Tarnovo, which is a town that can duplicate the center Rous-
se, the towns of Gabrovo, Razgrad, Silistra (regional centers)
and Svishtov, which plays a complementary role as a steadily
growing town.The town of Gabrovo also has the possibility to
go to the second category with appropriate future development.
The town of Gorna Oriahovitsa is on the border between the third
and fourth level;

« Fourth level — with micro-regional importance are the towns
of Drianovo, Sevlievo, Tryavna, Elena, Lyaskovec, Pavlikeni,
Byala, Isperih, Kubrat, Dulovo and Tutrakan. These towns are
with a relatively stable development and have important service
functions for the neighboring small municipalities. The town of
Sevlievo has the potential to move into third category with ap-
propriate future development;

« Fifth level — very small towns and villages, centers of mu-
nicipalities - 19 municipalities in NCR with administrative, eco-

pasBanawu ce ceackocmonaHcku npogykmu om CeBepHa
Boacapus 3a EC u cmpanume om bauskus u [laneuHus 3mok,
kakmo u Adpuka. Aemuwe Pyce npakmuuecku He (yHkuuo-
Hupa om 2000 2.

132paxkgane Ha Kopugopu ¢ HauUOHAAHO U
HagHaUUOHAAHO 3HauYeHue

32paxkgaHemo Ha Kopugop N2 9 u Kopugop N 7 u obcayk-
Bawume 2u CbOpwkKeHUs e Npuopumem He camo C Hauuo-
HaAHO, HO U ¢ 0bwoeBponelicko 3HaueHue. OuakBa ce moBa
ga okake cepuoseH edekm kakmo Bopxy ukoHomuueckama
akmuBHocm 8 CLIP, maka u ga 3acuau He2o8ume Bpb3ku coc
CMpaHume om CPegHOMO U 20pHOMO MeyeHue Ha p. dyHab.
IMo mo3u HayuH palioHbm uma Bb3moXkHocm ga ce npeBbpHe
8 mpatxcnopmeH Bb3ea ¢ eBponeticko 3HaueHue. MAaHupaHo e
gouszpakgaHemo Ha AM ,Xemyc” u Ha ckopocmHu nbmuwia
Ha mepumopusama Ha CLIP u pexabuAumauus Ha conbmemBa-
wume X.n. AuHUU, pekoHcmpykuusma u MogepHusauusma
Ha nbpBokaacHu nbmuwia, kakmo u uszpakgaHe Ha 2a3oB8a
Bpbska [obpuy-Cuaucmpa. HegocmambyHo ca pasBumu
nmomuwama om PIM napaaeaHo Ha peka [lyHaB 6 HanpaB-
AeHue Pyce — CBuwoB — Hukonoa. ouszpakgaHemo um wie
ocbuiecmBu Bpwuska mexkgy mpascnopmuu kopugopu N24 u
N29 Ha mepumopusma Mexgy npucmaruwama Ha p. [yHas 8
Boacapus. ToBa we cb3gage no-gobpu ycaoBua 3a komnaeke-
HOMO U3NOA3BaHe nomeHuuaAa Ha peka [lyHaB 3a pasBumue
Ha ukoHomukama 8 kpalibpeXkHume mepumopuu.

132paxkgane Ha undpacmpykmypa ¢ pe2uoHanHa
3Hayumocm

Kom 31.12.2012 2. 48% om gomakuicmBama 6 CLIP umam
gocmbn go wupokoreHmoB uHmepHem, koemo e no-Hucka
cmofHoCm om cpegHama 3a cmpaHama - 51%. Jocmonbm
g0 UHMepHem e ocuaypeH B 2oaemume U B no-maakume 2pag-
cku ugHmpoBe Ha patioHa. HabalogaBam ce Hakoako KOHUEH-
mpauuu Ha mepumopuu B8 ,gueumanHa canka“. HeocuzypeHu
ca yacm om loXkHUmMe nAaHUHCKU U npegnAaHUHCku Yyacmu Ha
patioHa. KoHugHmpauua Ha mepumopuu ¢ Aunca Ha nokpumue
ce HabalogaBa u 8 lokHume yacmu Ha o6aacm Paszpag, kakmo
U B 20AMMa Yacm om mepumopuAma Ha obaacm Cuaucmpa, 8
mepumopuume no nopeyuemo Ha p. [lyHa. 3a npeogoaaBaxe
Ha pasauyusma ce npegBukgam gedHocmu 3a ocu2ypsaBaHe
Ha wupokoaeHmoBa cBbp3aHocm Ha NbpBo MACMO 3a HyXgu-
me Ha gopkaBHu BegomemBa u 06wecmBeHu UHCMUMyUUU
kamo kmemcmBa, yumaauwg, yyuAulia u gp. u cvb3gaBaHe
Ha cBobogHU BeaXuuHu 30HU, okoao obiecmBeHu capagu
U uHcmumyuuu. B HaceaeHume mecma 8 ceackume palioHu
we ce uszpakgam nybAUYHU Mecma 3a gocmbn go MpeXa-
ma - 06wecmBeHu komnlombpHU 3aAu, 6e3KUYHU 30HU 0KOAD
MAX U We Ce 0CU2ypu UHMEpHem gocmbn NpuopumemHo 8
yumaauwama. [lpurazaHemo Ha UHGOPMAUUOHHO-KOMYHU-
kauuoHHUME MeXHOAO2UU We CNOMO2HE 3a NpeogoAdBaHe
Ha U30AUpaHocmma Ha yacm om mepumopuume 8 CLP, 3a
npocmpaHcmBeHomo uM cbawkaBaHe U npuobuwiaBaqe kom
»keAaHUA NOAUUEHMPUYEH MOgeA Ha pa3Bumue Ha paiioHa.

(DuHaHcoBu cpegcmBa we ce HacouBam u koM npoekmu 3a
uszpakgaHe Ha HoBU 2a30NPEHOCHU U 2a30CHabguMeAHU Mpe-
»ku. Mpes mepumopuama Ha patioHa npemuHaBa CeBepHuam
KAOH Ha HauuoHaAHama 2a3onpoBogHa cucmema 8 cmpaHama.
lasonpeHocHama mpexa 8 CLIP pasnoaaza ¢ 20AeMU MOWHO-

nomic and service functions for the population at a local level.

Highly urbanized central territories, designated as places for
generating growth in the NCR, are the municipalities with cen-
ters to third level and some of the fourth level - Rousse, Ve-
liko Tarnovo, Razgrad, Silistra, Gabrovo, Svishtov and Gorna
Oryahovitsa. In these centers is concentrated most of the active
social and economic activity. The perripheral, less urbanized
territories are defined as underdeveloped regions for targeted
support. Municipalities with centers of fourth and fifth level,
which do not have easy access to towns at a higher level are
assigned to this category. In these municipalities it is envisaged
to implement measures to help overcoming their lagging be-
hind in social and economic development and living standards.
Towns of the fourth and fifth levels play an important role for the
functioning and development of the rural areas and are in need
of special support.

The urbanization process around the urban centers of higher
level occurs through enhanced interaction. The towns of Ve-
liko Tarnovo and Gorna Oryahovitsa are very close and almost
merge together, as well as with the town of Lyaskovets, their
area of accessibility merges with that of the town of Gabrovo,
which in turn reaches the other towns of the Region — Sevlievo,
Drianovo and Tryavna. Although perripherally located in the Re-
gion, a significant impact on its territorial development has the
merge of the zones of influence of the towns of Razgrad, Targo-
vishte and Shumen. A crucial merger is between Rousse and
Gyrgevo and their development as cross-border agglomeration.
Both towns are still too poorly integrated, but their future devel-
opment should be envisaged taking into account the increase of
the interaction in the future. The other two centers are: Svishtoy,
which has a supra-regional importance, encompassing in its
zone of influence also the town of Belene, and Silistra, whose
sphere of influence is within the municipality. In both cases,
there is also a ferry crossing , which allows for a link with the
opposite Romanian towns of Zimnich and Kalarash.

Support is needed for the development of the large towns — of
Rousse and Veliko Tarnovo, centers of national and regional
importance that generate growth and high levels of social and
cultural functions. Actions will focus on upgrading the technical
infrastructure and building the infrastructure of the information
society, development and transfer of technology and innovation,
applied scientific research and development, higher education,
development of sectors that generate high growth, environmen-
tal protection and cultural heritage protection, development of
the cultural institutions, improving the quality of urban environ-
ment, in order to enable these centers to attract investments and
to actively participate in the competitive environment and the
economic and cultural exchange between the towns within the
European Union. One of the important objectives in the develop-
ment of these towns is to use their capacity to boost develop-
ment in the regions where they are located through integration
of the surrounding territory and the achievement of economic,
social, spatial cohesion.

For the medium-sized towns - centers of regional importance,
such as Gabrovo, Razgrad, Silistra and Svishtov, the actions will
be directed towards promoting accelerated development. These
towns will act as engines of the regional development and will
have a positive influence on the surrounding under-developed
rural area. Measures, which should support the development




CEBEPEH LIEHTPAAEH PAOH / NORTH CENTRAL R CEBEPEH LIEHTPAAEH PAIOH / NORTH CENTRAL REGION

cmu, koumo He ca HamoBapeHu nopagu usocmaBaHemo Ha
6umoBama 2asudukauus u Huckama koHcymauua Ha npupo-
geH 2a3 om uHgycmpuAma. Bonpeku, Ye omHocumeAHusm gaa
Ha 2asuduuupasume gomakuHcmea e egud om Had-Bucokume
3a KpaligyHaBckama 30Ha, 2a3opasnpegeAumeAHama mpexka
€ HegocmambyHo pa3Buma u ce Hyxkgae om gouszpakgane.

3a nocmuzaHemo Ha no-gobpa cBbpsaHocm meXgy CLIP u co-
CegHUmMe padoHu om HuBo 2 8 cmpaHama, kakmo u 8 camus
palioH, 0m 0co6eHo 3HauyeHue e nogobpaBaHemo Ha Mpexama
om nomuwa om Il u lll knac — gouszpakgaHe u pexabuauma-
uuA. Mecmomama Ha Nbmuwiama C Pe2uOHaAHO 3HauyeHue
(I-pu u lll-mu kaac) e 0,167 km/kB.km u e Hati-Bucoka 8 cpaB-
HEHuUe ¢ gpyaume patioHu Ha cmpasama. Mo gaHHu om 2012
2., 0kono 47% om peauoHaAHUME nbmuwia B patioHa ca B8 pe-
MoHM, koemo nokasBa, Ye MAXHOMO CbCMOAHUE He € gobpo.

Mpuopumem ,,lnme2pupano u ycmod4uBo pazBumue u
ykpenBaHe Ha noAuueHmpuyHama MpeXa om ceauwa“

[pagoBeme B paiioHa ca 06wo 39, kamo 8 max »uBee 50,1%
om HaceaeHuemo. CmeneHma Ha yp6aHusauua (2pagckomo
HaceneHue), 66,5%, e egHa om Had-Huckume u gocma nog
cpegHama 3a cmpadama — 72,5%. [pagoBeme ¢ HacereHue
Hag 20 xuA.g. ca 8 bp. Hal-2onam e 2pag Pyce ¢ HaceneHue
149 642 g. ima yemupu cpegHu 2paga Hag 30 XUA. g., UeH-
mpoBe Ha obracmu — Beauko TopHoBo — 68 783 g., [abpoBo
—-58950 g., Paszpag — 33 880 g., Cunucmpa — 35 607 g. ima
owle gBa epaga Hag 30 xua. g. — lopHa OpsaxoBuua (31 863 g.)
u CBuwioB (30 157 g.), u eguH 2pag Hag 20 xua. g. — CeBaueBo
(22 676 g.), koumo gonvABam u 6anaHcupam obaacmHume
ueHmpoBe.

CbenacHo HauuoHaaHama koHuenuus 3a npocmpaHcmBeHo
pasBumue Ha Penybauka Bbazapua (2013-2025 2.) cucmema-
ma om noalocu Ha pacmexka 8 CLIP ce npegcmaBa om cAegHu-
me depapxuyHu HuBa:

* Bmopo HuBo — ueHMpoBe ¢ HAUUOHAAHO 3HAYEHUE - NPeg-
cmaBeHo om 2pag Pyce. Beauko TopHoBo e 2pag, kolmo
Moke ga gybaupa ueHmbpa Pyce;

* Tpemo HuBo — ueHMpOBe C pe2uoHaAHo 3HaueHue ca Beauko
TopHOB0, [abpoBo, Pasepag, u Cuaucmpa (06AaCMHU UeHMpo-
B8e) u CBuw08, kolimo uzpae gonoABawia poas kamo cmabua-
HO pa3BuBauw, ce 2pag. [a6poBo cobwio uma BoamokHocm ga
npemMuHe Bv8 Bmopa kamezopud, npu NOgXogAWO Hbgewo
pasBumue. fopHa OpaAxoBuua e Ha 2paHuuama meXxgy mpemo

of these towns, include building a modern economic base,
fostering entrepreneurship, development and modernization of
the infrastructure, the creation of sustainable jobs, technological
development, construction of business parks, the creation and
development of innovation centers and new production areas,
use of the specific local potentials. Stimulation of the develop-
ment of these towns is envisaged to be achieved by various
mechanisms - incentives, concessions, participation in interna-
tional networks, programs, etc.

Through the territory of the NCR pass several axes of urban de-
velopment of national importance. One of the most important for
Bulgaria, but also for the entire Danube area development axis
is the axis connecting the Baltic Sea with the Aegean Sea- PETC
Ne 9 Bucharest - Ruse - Byala - Veliko Tarnovo. In the direction
of this axis there is a well developed transport infrastructure
through railway and road Ist class with European categorization
E-85. This direction is also one of the main cultural and tourist
routes on the Eastern Balkans, connecting Transylvania and the
Carpathian Mountains with the lvanovo rock monasteries, Veliko
Tarnovo, Valley of the Thracian Kings, the Eastern Rhodopes
and White Sea Trakia.

The Northern parallel axes - Sofia - Pleven - Rousse and Yab-
lanitsa- Veliko Tarnovo - Shumen - Varna connect the capital
with the towns of Northern Bulgaria and through Rousse — with
the capital of Romania - Bucharest.

Another important axis of development is Rousse - Razgrad
- Varn, which is of national importance. In terms of transport
provision, the axis is also represented by both road and rail
transport. This axis has the potential to become an axis of de-
velopment with significance for the entire Danube region.

The high concentration of settlements in the Danubian trans-
port axis Silistra - Rousse is typical for the entire length of the
Danube River in the Bulgarian part of the river. That allows the
direction between Rousse and Silistra to be defined as axis of
development of national importance.

Secondary axes of development in the NCR are directions com-
ing out of the main axes or connecting the main axes. These are:
Svishtov - Byala, Silistra - Dobrich - Varna, Silistra - Dulovo-Tar-
govishte and Tutrakan - Razgrad.

Integrated rengeneration and urban development and
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U yemBbpmo HuBo;

* YemBbpmo HuBo — ¢ MukpopeauoHaAHO 3HaueHue ca [pa-
HoBo, CeBAueBo, TpaBHa, Enena, AackoBeu, MaBAukeHu, baaa,
Vcnepux, Kyepam, [yroBo u TympakaH. Tesu 2pagoBe ca ¢
OMHOCUMEAHO cMabuAHo pa3Bumue U umam BakHU 06CAyk-
Bawu dyHkuuu 3a cbcegHume Manku obwiuHu. GeBaueBo uma
nomeHuuaaHa Bv3amoXkHocm ga npemuHe 8 mpema kamezo-
pus, Npu NOGX0gALLO Hbgewto pasBumue;

* [lemo HUBO — MHO20 MaAku 2pagoBe u ceAa, ueHmpoBe Ha
06WuHU - 19 06wuHu 8 CLIP ¢ agmuHucmpamuBHu, cmonax-
cku u obcaykBawu dyHkuuu 3a HaceAeHUEMO Ha MeCmHO
HUBO.

LlenmpanHu, cuAHO ypbaHusupaHu mepumopuu, ONpegeAeHu
kamo mecma 3a 2eHepupaHe Ha pacmex 8 CLIP, ca o6wuHume
¢ ueHmpoBe go mpemo HUBo U Hakou om yemBbpmo HUBO
- Pyce, Beauko TopHoBo, Pasepag, Cuaucmpa, labpoBo, CBu-
woB u fopHa OpaxoBuua. B mesu ugHmpoBe e koHueHmpupa-
Ha Hal-akmuBHama couuaaHo-ukoHomuyecka gedHocm. [le-
pucepHume €Aabo ypbaHu3upaHu mepumopuu Ce ONpegeAam
kamo usocmaHaau palloHU 32 UEAEHACOYeHO NognoMazaHe.
06wuHume ¢ ueHmMpoBe om 4emBopmo u nemo HuBo, koumo
HAMam AeCeH gocmbn go 2pagoBe no-Bucoko HUBO, ca omHe-
ceHu kom masu kamezopus. B me3u o6wuHu ce npegBukga
npuAazaHemo Ha Mepku 3a nognomazave usocmaBasemo 8
couuanHo-ukoHomuyeckomo pasBumue U >KUSHEHUA CmaH-
gapm. [pagoBeme om 4emBbpmo u nemo HuBo, umam BaxkHa
poAa 32 GyHkuuoHUpaHemo u pa3Bumuemo Ha ceackume pa-
I0HU U ce Hy)kgasam om cneuuduyHa nogkpena.

Mpouecbm Ha ypbaHusauus okoro epagckume ueHmpoBe om
Bucoko HUBO ce npoABABa upes 3acuaeHo B3aumogeticmBue.
OcBeH cAuBaHemo Ha gBeme MH020 6Au3ku Agpa, Beauko Top-
HOB0 u fopHa OpsaxoBuua, koumo o6xBawam u 2pag AackoBeu,
30Hama UM Ha gocmbnNHOCM Ce CAuBa ¢ masu Ha [abpoBo,
koamo om cBoA cmpaHa gocmuea u go gpyaume 2pagoBe
8 obracmma — CeBaueBo, paHoBo u TpaBHa. Makap u ne-
pudepHo pasnoAokeHu 3a patioHa, 3HaYUMEAHO BAuAHUE 3a
MepUMOopuaAHomo My pa3Bumue uma cAUBaHeMO Ha 30HUME
3a BausHue Ha epagoBeme Pasezpag, TopeoBuwie u LLlymeH.
3kaloyumenHo BakHo cAuBaHe & 06Bbp3BaHemo Ha Pyce
u lopzeBo u pasBumuemo um kamo azaoMepauua ¢ mpaH-
cepaHuyeH xapakmep. [18ama 2paga Bce owe ca mBbpge
CAab0 UHMe2puUpaHu, Ho Gbgewomo um pa3Bumue cregBa ga
ce napamempupa kamo ce omyuma 3acuaBaxe Ha B3aumo-
gelicmBuemo B bvgewe. [pyeume gBa ueHmopa ca: CBuwo8,
kolmo uma u HagpeauoHaAHO 3HaveHue, obxBawatku 8 cBos-
ma 30Ha Ha BAuaHue u 2p. beaeHe, u Cuaucmpa, YuAmo 30Ha
Ha BAusHue e B npegeaume Ha obuwuHama. 11 8 gBama cayuas,
Haauue e u GepubomHo npeMuHaBaHe, koemo gaBa Bo3moxX-
Hocm 3a u3BecmHo 06Bbp3BaHe U CbC CpeulynoAokHUME
pymMoHCku 2pagoBe 3umHuY U Kbavpaw.

Heobxoguma e nogkpena 3a pa3Bumuemo Ha 2oAeMume 2pa-
goBe — Pyce u Beauko TopHoB0, ueHmMpoBe 0m HaUUOHAAHO U
PE2UOHAAHO 3HauYeHue, koumo 2eHepupam pacmex u Bucoko
HUBO Ha couuanHo-kyamypHu GyHkuuu. [JelGcmBuama we ce
koHugHmpupam Bbpxy MOgepHU3UpaHe Ha mexHuyeckama
UHGpacmpykmypa u us2pakgaHe Ha uHdpacmpykmypama
Ha UH(OpMaUUOHHOMO 0buiecmBo, pasBumue U mpaHchep
Ha MEXHOAO2UU U UHOBAuuu, Hay4yHO-NPUAOXKHU U pa3BolHu
u3caegBaHus, Bucwe 06pa3oBaHue, pa3Bumue Ha cekmopu,
2eHepupawu Bucok pacmeX, 3awuma Ha okoaHama cpega

improvement of the quality of urban environment

The integrated regeneration and urban development in the NCR
will include a number of activities related to the rehabilitation of
the urban environment and infrastructure (creation of new areas
with potential for development, rehabilitation of old industrial
areas, improvement of the living environment, upgrading of the
water supply network, rehabilitation of public spaces - renova-
tion of parks, gardens, playgrounds, bike lanes, street lighting,
etc., improvement of the access to public services - education,
health and social services, including for people with disabilities,
energy efficiency measures, energy production from renewable
energy resources in urban environment, rehabilitation and re-
construction of urban street networks and the introduction of
energy-efficient street lighting and other measures to increase
security and crime prevention, gasification, improving the air
quality, etc.) and with the improvement of transport and com-
munication connectivity in the agglomeration areas of the large
towns with emphasis on the mass public transport.

Towns in the NCR, for which Integrated plans for urban regen-
eration and development will be drafted are the regional centers
Rousse, Veliko Tarnovo, Gabrovo, Razgrad and Silistra and the
town of Svishtov. The investments in urban development by
2020 in the region will be based on the forecasts of IPURD.

Improvement and promotion of the services and environment
in small towns and villages

In order to achieve balanced territorial development in the North
Central Region it is envisaged through the instruments of the
regional development policy to support also some towns in the
rural areas, which are the centers for provision of business and
public services to the population living in the smaller settlements
in the rural areas. These are Gorna Oryahovitsa, Sevlievo and
Tutrakan.

Measures and activities will be supported aimed at ensuring
satisfactory environment and basic services on the territory of
the municipalities with a predominantly agricultural character,
which will contribute to limiting the spatial and social isolation of
these territories. Policies for development of the rural areas and
small towns in them will be aiming to diversify the structure of
agricultural employment and to create new urban-rural relations.
The strengthening and extending of the economic, social and
administrative functions of the small towns will have an impact
on the stabilization of the demographic processes and the de-
population will be reduced.

Formation of local development partnerships between the
local government, the business and the non-governmental-
sector in municipalities with similar characteristics

Development and implementation of strategies and projects for
integrated local development of groups of municipalities, taking
into account the specific economic conditions, the accessibility
and availability of the natural resources, will be used as a tool to
reduce development disparities within the NCR. It is envisaged
to introduce information and electronic service-provision sys-
tems for the regional and local authorities, to provide accessible
public services to the citizens and to use the instruments of PPP
The exchange of experience and good practice between the rep-
resentatives of the local government and the non-government
sector in the Region will be encouraged.
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u kyamypHomo HacaegcmBo, pasBumue Ha KyaAmypHUme uH-
cmumyuuu, nogobpaBaHe kauecmBama Ha epagckama cpega,
3a ga Mozam me3u ugHmpoBe ga npuBauyam uHBecmuuuu u
akmuBHo ga yuacmBam B8 koHkypeHmHama cpega u kyamyp-
HUA u ukoHomuyecku odmeH mexXgy 2pagoBeme B 2paHuuume
Ha EBponedckus colo3. EgHa om BakHume ueAu 8 pasBumue-
mo Ha me3u 2pagoBe e ga ce usnoa3Ba kanauumemom um 3a
gaBaHe Ha mAacbk 3a pasBumuemo B ugAama mepumopus Ha
pezuoHume, B8 koumo nonagam, 4pe3 UHMe2pupaHe Ha okoa-
Hama mepumopus u nocmuaaxe Ha uKoHOMUYECko, COUUAAHO,
npocmpaHcmBeHo coaukaBaHe.

3a cpegHume 2pagoBe — ugHMPOBE C PE2UOHAAHO 3HAYEHUE,
kakBumo ca labpoBo, Paszpag, Cuaucmpa u CBuw08, gedicm-
BuAma wie ce Hacoyam koM cmuMyAupaHe Ha yckopeHo pas-
Bumue. Te3u 2pagoBe wie u3uzpasm poadama Ha gBuzameAu Ha
pezuoHaAHomo pa3Bumue u we okakam 6Aa2omBOpHO BAuA-
Hue Ha okoAHama usocmanana ceacka mepumopus. Mepkume,
koumo caegBa ga nogkpenam pa3Bumuemo Ha mesu 2pagoBe,
BkalouBam uszpakgaHe Ha cbBpemeHHa ukoHoMuyecka ba3a,
CMUMyAUpaHe Ha npegnpuemayecmBomo, pasBumue u Mmo-
gepHu3upatqe Ha uHppacmpykmypama, cv3gaBaHe Ha ycmod-
4uBu pabomHu Mecma, MexHOAO2UYHO pa3Bumue, uszpakga-
He Ha busHec napkoBe, cb3gaBaHe U pa3Bumue Ha ueHmpoBe
33 UHoBauuu u HoBu npousBogcmBeHu 30HU, U3NoA3BaHe Ha
cneuuGuyHUMe MeCMHU nomeHuuaau. CmumyAupaHemo Ha
pa3Bumuemo Ha me3u 2pagoBe ce npegBukga ga ce OCb-
wecmBu Ype3 pasAudHU MexaHu3Mu — npedepeHuul, 0baek-
yeHus, BkalouBane B mexkgyHapogHu mMpexu, npozpamu u gp.

Mpe3 mepumopusma Ha CLIP npemunaBam Hsakoako ocu Ha
ypbaHUCMUYHO pa3Bumue OM HAUUOHAaAHO 3HaueHue. EgHa
om Hal-BaxkHume 3a bbA2apus, HO Cblwo maka u 3a UsAomo
gyHaBcko npocmpadcmBo oc Ha pasBumue e ocma, cBbp3Ba-
wa baamuicko ¢ Ezeticko mope — OETK N2 9 bykypew, — Pyce
— bana — Beauko TopHoBo. Mo HanpaBAeHUEMO Ha masu oc e
gobpe pasBuma mpaxcnopmHama uHdpacmpykmypa, upes3 xn
AUHUA U nopBokaaceH nmom ¢ eBponedicka kamezopusauus E-85.
ToBa HanpaBAeHue e U eguH om O0CHOBHUME KyamypHO-mypuc-
muyecku Mapuipymu Ha usmouHume baakau, cBbpaBau TpaH-
cuABaHus u Kapnamume ¢ 1BaHoBckume ckaaHu madacmupu,
Beauko TopHoBo, [loauHama Ha mpakudckume uape, U3moyHu-
me Pogonu u beromopcka Tpakus.

CeBepHume napareaHu ocu — Codus — MaeBeH — Pyce u AbaaHu-
ua — Beauko TopHoBo — LLlymer — BapHa cBbp3Bam cmoauuama
¢ 2pagoBeme om CeBepHa boazapus u npe3 Pyce Cbc cmoAuua-
ma Ha PymoHus — Bykypeu.

[py2ama 3Hayuma oc Ha pasBumue e HanpaBreHuemo Pyce —
Paszpag — BapHa, koemo e om HauuoHaAHa 3Hadumocm. 1o
OMHOWEHUE HA MPaHCNOPMHama 0CU2YPeHOCM, 0CMa Cbllo €
npegcmaBena kakmo om wocediHuA, maka u om eAe30mbmHus
mpaHcnopm. ToBa HanpaBAeHuUe uma nomeHuuaAa ga ce npe-
BopHe B oc Ha pa3Bumue CoC 3Ha4uUMOocm 3a ueaus [lyHaBeku
PE2UCH.

[orsmama koHueHmpauuA Ha HaceAeHu Mecma no kpatigyHat-
ckama mpaHcnopmHa oc Cuaucmpa — Pyce e xapakmepHo
32 uAnama gbakuHa Ha gyHaBekomo nopevue B Goazapckus
yyacmok om pekama. ToBa gaBa ocHoBaHus HanpaBaeHuemo
mexgy Pyce u Cuaucmpa ga 6bge onpegeaeHo kamo oc Ha
pasBumue 0m HaUUOHAAHO 3HAYEHUE.

Kamo BmopocmeneHHu ocu Ha pasBumue 8 CLIP ce uzaBaBam

Priority ,,Improving the cross-border cooperation”
Linking the towns and villages on both sides of the border

The region has a great opportunity for development of the
cross-horder and transnational cooperation, which will unlock its
specific potential. The towns and villages within the NCR may be
involved in cross-border cooperation with towns and villages in
Republic of Romania. There are actions envisaged aimed primarily
at overcoming the spatial isolation between the two opposite sides
of the Danube, which will lead to greater economic activity of the
Bulgarian-Romanian border regions Ruse-Gyurgevo, Silistra-Ka-
larash, Svishtov-Zimnich, Tutrakan-Oltenitsa, to improved key in-
frastructure links, to the development of joint tourism and cultural
initiatives, to increased flexibility of the labor market and to social
cohesion between the two countries in the region, to addressing
natural risks and environmental protection, etc..

The opportunities for development of the cross-border coopera-
tion of NCR as adjacent to the Danube coast, are also subject to
the EU Danube Strategy. The thematic focus of the future projects
will be: creation of relationships for the Danube Region, environ-
mental protection in the Danube region; prosperity in the Danube
region, strengthening the Danube region and attracting partner-
ships. In the EU Danube Strategy a special emphasis is placed
on strengthening the links between the universities, research cen-
ters and regional business in the Danube macro-region, whereas
the goal is to create conditions for cooperation between existing
research and educational institutes and centers with the local
business in the underdeveloped and lagging behind regions — the
North West and North Central Regions.

Focusing on the Danube area will be carried out in designated
areas on both sides of the river, including on the territory of NCR
Svishtov-Nikopol-Turnu  Magurele, Razgrad-Rousse-Gyurge-
vo-Bucharest. Along the Corridor N2 7 (Danube River) the Ac-
tion Plan under the Danube Strategy envisages the construction
of Danube Panorama Road and Danube bicycle path, around
which to structure multiple tourist sites and which will offer new
opportunities for specific orientation in the development of the
Danube municipalities.

Implementation of sustainable partnership initiatives along
the Danube River and with other regions in Europe

The participation of NCR in programs for interregional and trans-
national cooperation will promote the exchange of experience
and best practices between public institutions, companies and
NGOs. Specific opportunities for development of the cross-na-
tional and cross-regional cooperation focusing on the territorial
cohesion will provide the future Danube Cross-national Pro-
gram. It is envisaged that the financial resources provided for
the program will serve to strengthen and facilitate the achieve-
ment of the objectives of the EU Strategy for the Danube Region,
including exchange of experience, studying the best practices,
administrative capacity building and partnership initiatives.

HanpaBAeHus, u3Au3awu om ocHOBHUME ocu uAu cBop3Bawiu
0CHOBHUMe ocu. TakuBa ca: CBuwoB — baa, Cuaucmpa — [lo-
6puy — BapHa, Cuaucmpa — [1yroB0o — TopaoBuue u Tympaka
- Paszpag.

llumezpupaHo 06HoBABaHe u pa3Bumue Ha 2pagoBeme u
nogo6psaBane kayuecmBomo Ha 2pagckama cpega

/lHmezpupaHomo 06HoBABaHe U pa3Bumue Ha 2pagoBeme B8
CLIP we BkatouBa peguua geliHocmu, CBbp3aHu ¢ pexaduAu-
mauus Ha 2pagckama cpega u uHdpacmpykmypa (cb3gaBaHe
Ha HOBU 30HU C NOMeHUUaA 3a pa3Bumue, pexabuaumauua Ha
cmapu npou3BogcmBeHu 30HU, NogobpaBaHe Ha XkuAuwHama
cpega, MogepHu3auua Ha BogonpoBogHama mpexka, 6aazoy-
cmposBaHe Ha nybAuyHUME npocmpaHcmBa - 06HoBABaHe Ha
napkoBe, 3eeHu naowlu, gemcku naousagku, Beaoaneu, yauuHo
ocBemaeHue u gp., nogobpABaHe Ha gocmobna go NybAUYHU
ycAyeu - 0bpa3oBaHue, 3gpaBeonasBae U COUUaAHU yCAyeu,
BkalouumeaHo 3a xopa ¢ yBpexkgaHus, Mepku 3a eHepaudHa
eekmuBHocm, npousBogcmBo Ha eHepaua om BEW B epag-
cka cpega, pexabuaumauus u pekoHcmpykuus Ha 2pagcku
YAUYHU MpexXu U BbBekgaHe Ha eHepeoedekmuBHO yAUYHO
ocBemaeHue u gpyau Mepku 3a noButuaBane Ha cuzypHocmma
u npegomBpamsaBaHe Ha npecMbnHOCMMA, 2a3uduuupaHe,
nogobpaBaHe yucmomama Ha ammocQepHua Bb3gyx u gp.)
U ¢ nogobpaBaHe Ha mpaHcnopmHama u koMyHukauuoHHama
cBop3aHocm B a2AOMepaUUOHHUME apeaau Ha 20AeMume
2pagoBe ¢ akueHm Bopxy MacoBus 06uwecmBeH mpaHcnopm.

[pagoBeme B8 CLP 3a koumo ce uzzomBam lHmezpupa-
HU nAaHoBe 3a 2pagcko Bvb3cmaHoBaBaHe u pasBumue ca
obracmHume ueHmpoBe Pyce, Beauko TopHoBo, labpoBo,
Paszpag u Cuaucmpa u 2pag CBuwoB. VHBecmuuuume 3a
2pagcko pasBumue go 2020 2. 8 palloHa we ce 6asupam Ha
npegBukgaHuama Ha UMBP.

MogobpsaBane u cmumyaupaHe Ha ycayeume u cpegama B
mankume 2pagoBe u cenama

C 02Aeg nocmuzaHe Ha baaHCUPaHO MepuMOpUaAHo pasBu-
mue 8 CeBepeH ueHmpaneH palioH, ce npegBukga upe3 UH-
CmpymeHmume Ha noAumukama 3a pe2uoHaAHO pa3Bumue

Priority ,,Environment and Resources -
Protection and Efficiency”

Improvement of the water supply, sewerage and waste
water treatment

As per level of construction of the water supply network the NCR
is on one of the leading places in the country, as the proportion
of the population with central water supply as of 31.12.2011 is
99.8%, with an average index for the country 99.2%. The main
problems in terms of water supply for the population is in the
mountain and foothill municipalities of the Region - Gabrovo,
Tryavna, Drianovo, Sevlievo, Zlatarica and especially Elena,
where 5.4% of the population has no water supply. Purification
of drinking water is applied only in the regions of Veliko Tarnovo
and Gabrovo, while in the regions of Razgrad, Ruse and Silistra
where the drinking water is obtained from Hydropower Plants
with deep wells, the water is treated with chlorine.

The share of the population in the region under limited regime
of water supply is 4.2% (the second to the last in the country
after NWR), and this percentage is almost entirely due to the re-
gion of Gabrovo, where 25.6% of the population is under limited
supply regime and to a very small extent is due to the region of
Veliko Tarnovo where only 1.8% of the population is on limited
supply regime. The proportion of water loss in the Region is high
- 60.9%, about the same as the national average.

As of 31.12.2011 only 63.6% of the population is covered by
the sewerage networks and this indicator places the Region on
the second to the last place in the country. The average propor-
tion of the population served by sewerage network in Bulgaria is
74%. The intraregional differences are significant - in the region
of Gabrovo 85% of the population uses public sewerage net-
work, while in the regions of Razgrad and Silistra the figures are
only 41.9% and 51.8% of the population respectively.

KoeduumeHT Ha MKOHOMUYECKA aKTUBHOCT B CeBepeH LieHTpaneH paiioH 3a nepuoga 2008-2012r. 8 %
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ga 6bgam nogkpeneHu u Hakou 2pagoBe B ceackume padoHu,
koumo ce ABABam ueHMpoBe 3a npegocmaBaAHe Ha NybAUYHU
U BU3HEC YCAyaU 3a HaceAeHUemo, obumaBallo no-maakume
HaceneHU mMecma B ceackume patioHu. TakuBa ca lopHa Ops-
x0Buua, CeBaueBo u TympakaH.

LLle ce nogkpenam mepku u gedHocmu, Haco4eHuU KoM ocuay-
pABaHe Ha agekBamHa cpega U OCHOBHU yCAy2U Ha mepumo-
pusma Ha obuwuHume ¢ npeobAagaBawio ceackocmonaHcku
xapakmep, koemo wie gonpuHece 3a 02paHuyaBaHe Ha npoc-
mpaHcmBeHama U CouUaAHa U30AauuA Ha Mesu mepumopuu.
Moaumukume 3a pasBumue Ha ceackume palioHu u Maakume
2pagoBe 8 max, we 6bgam HacoueHu kom pasHoobpasaBare
Ha cmpykmypama Ha ceackocmonaHckama 3aemocm u kom
Cb3gaBaHe Ha HOBU Bpwb3ku 2pag-ceno. Ype3 ykpenBanemo
U paswupsaBademo Ha ukoHomuueckume, couuanHume u ag-
MuHUcmMpamuBHume ¢yHkuuu Ha maakume 2pagoBe, we ce
Bo3gelicmBa 3a cmabuAu3upaHe Ha geMozpadekume npouecu
U We ce 02paHuyu 06e3alogaBaHemo um.

(opmupase Ha napmubopcmBa 3a mecmHo pa3Bumue
meXgy mecmnama Baacm, 6usHeca u HenpaBumencmBe-
HuA cekmop B 06wuHU cbe cpogHu xapakmepucmuku

Pa3pabomBaHemo u npuAazaHemo Ha cmpameauu U npoek-
MU 32 UHMe2pupaHo MeCcMHO pa3Bumue Ha 2pynu 0BLWIUHU,
cbobpaseHu ¢ koHkpemHume ukoHomuuecku ycaoBus, goc-
MoHNHOCMMA U HAAUYUEMO Ha NPUPOGHUME PECYpCU, We ce
u3noA3Ba kamo UHCMpymeHm 3a HamaAsBaHe Ha HepaBeH-
cmBama 8 pa3Bumuemo Ha mepumopusama Ha CLIP. Mpeg-
Buxkga ce BoBexkgaHemo Ha UHPOPMAUUOHHU U eAeKMPOHHU
cucmemu 3a 06¢cAykBaHe 3a 0p2aHUMe Ha Pe2UuOHaAHUME U
MeCMHU Bracmu, ocu2ypaBaHe Ha gocmbnHu obuwiecmBeHu
ycAyeu 3a 2pakgaHume u u3noA3BaHe Ha UHCmMpyMeHmume Ha
4. LLle ce HacbpyaBa 0bMAHaMa Ha onum u gobpu npakmu-
ku mexgy npegcmaBumeAume Ha MecmHama Baacm u Henpa-
BumencmBeHus cekmop B patioHa.

Mpuopumem ,Mogo6pABaHe Ha mMpaHc2paHU4HOMO
cbmpygHuYecmBo”

06B8vp3BaHe Ha ceauwHuUmMe cmpykmypu om gBeme cmpaHu
Ha 2paHuuama

PatioHom uma 2onemu warcoBe 3a pa3Bumue Ha mpaHcepa-
HUYHO U MPaHCHAUUOHAaAHO cbmpygHuyecmBo, koemo we
omkaloyu cneuuuyHUA My nomeHuuaA 3a pasBumue.Hacene-
HUMe Mecma Ha mepumopusama Ha CLIP mo2am ga yyacmBam
8 mpaHc2paHuyHo cbmpygHu4ecmBo C HaceaeHu mecma 8
Peny6auka PymoHus. MpegBukga ce ocouecmBaBane Ha ged-
HOCMU, HAacO4eHU 0CHOBHO kbM NpeogoaaBaHe Ha npocmpan-
cmBeHama u3orauua Mexgy g8eme CpewynoAdkHU cmpaHu
Ha peka [yHaB, koumo we goBegam go no-2oAamva UKOHO-
Muyecka akmuBHOCM Ha 2paHuYHUME 6bA2ap0-pyMbHCKU
peauoHu Pyce-TtopzeBo, Cuaucmpa-Koaopaw, CBuLL08-3um-
Huy, TympakaH-OameHuua, go nogobpABaHe Ha kalouoBu
uHGpacmpykmypHu Bpb3ku, go pas3Bumue Ha CbBMECMHU
mypucmuyecku u kyamypHu uHuuuamuBu, go noBuwaBaHe
2bBkaBocmma Ha nasapa Ha mpyg, go CouuaAHo coawkaBate
Mexgy g8eme gopkaBu B peauoHa, go npeogoAaBaHe Ha npu-
pogHu puckoBe, onasBaHe Ha okoaHama cpega u gp.

Only 46.2% of the population of the NCR is served by waste wa-
ter teratment plants. Problematic is the region of Silistra, where
only 0.6% of the population is covered by waste water treat-
ment. The highest is the percentage of the population served by
waste water treatment plants in the region of Gabrovo - 66.6%
and in the region of Rousse - 63.7%.

The interventions in the water supply and sewerage sector in the
NCR will be aimed primarily at ensuring a stable water supply
for the entire population of the Region through maintenance and
repair of the existing reservoirs and construction of new ones,
as well as to minimizing the losses in the water transfer and
water supply networks through rehabilitation of water transfer
and water supply infrastructure. It is envisaged also to build and
reconstruct sewage networks in the Region and facilities for
water purification and waste water treatment plants for urban
waste water, including the implementation of good agricultural
and farming practices and water saving techniques and tech-
nologies for irrigation.

Improving the system of waste management

In 2011, 99.7% of the population of NCR is covered by orga-
nized waste collection service - a higher proportion than the
national average (98.9%). Thus, the region ranks first as per de-
gree of coverage of the population in waste collection systems.
In two of the regions the entire population (100%) is covered
by organized waste collection systems - Rousse and Silistra.
Measures will be supported, which aim at building and recon-
struction of landfills, the construction of systems for the reuse
and disposal of waste and to optimize and extend the system of
separate waste collection. Targeted interventions are envisaged
for improving the waste management system in the small towns
and villages of the Region and for the reclamation of land con-
taminated by old domestic waste landfills.

Limitation of natural risks (risk prevention)

The main sources of air pollution in the NCR are the industry,
road transport and solid fuel domestic heating, whereas the lat-
est is the reason for exceeding the standards during the autumn
and winter period. The general trend is towards improvement of
the air quality in the Region, with the main exception being the
dust indicator. Among the reasons for excessive dust pollution
are also the outdated automobile fleet and the poor maintenance
of roads. The impact of the industry and agriculture is negligible
and of local territorial scope. In the towns of Sevlievo, Razgrad
and Veliko Tarnovo there is gasification that contributes to the
reduction of harmful emissions into the atmosphere. Gasifica-
tion is advancing in the towns of Kubrat, Isperih and Gabrovo.
In 2013 began the construction of a transmission gas pipeline —
high pressure Dobrich - Silistra and automatic gas reducing sta-
tion - Silistra, from which sections are envisaged for the towns
of Tervel, Alfatar and Dulovo.

With greatest importance for the population and the economy
of the NCR are the waters of the Danube River, the rivers of
Yantra, Rositsa, Vidima, Dryanovska river, Zlatarishka river, Stara
river, Leferdzha, Goliama River, Negovanka, Osam, Rousse
Lom, Tsaratsar River, Suha River. They are used for irrigation
and for drinking water. The greatest potential have the waters of
the Danube River, used for transportation, fishing and irrigation.

BoamokHocmume 3a pasBumue Ha MPaHC2PaHUYHOMO Cb-
mpygHuuecmBo Ha CLIP, kamo npuaekaw, Ha gyHaBckomo
kpatibpexkue, ca obekm u Ha [yHaBckama cmpameaus Ha
EC. TemamuuHama HacoueHocm Ha Gbgewiume npoekmu we
Boge: Cb3gaBaHe Ha Bpb3ku 3a peauoHa Ha peka [lyHaB; onas-
BaHe Ha okoAHama cpega B peauoHa Ha peka [lyHaB; nocmuaa-
He Ha braz2ocbemosaHue B pesuoHa Ha peka [lyHaB; ykpenBaHe
Ha peauoHa Ha peka [lynaB u npuBAuyaHe Ha napmHbopcmBa.
B [lynaBckama cmpameaus Ha EC e nocmaBeH cneuuaneH ak-
ueHm Bopxy ykpenBaHe Ha Bpbskume meXgy yHuBepcumemu-
me, uscregoBamenckume ugHmpoBe u peauoHaAHuA busHec 8
TyHaBckus makpopeauoH, kamo ueama e ga ce Cb3gagam
ycA0BUA 32 CompygHU4ecmBo MeXgy couwecmByBawiu Hayy-
HU U 06pa3oBamenHu UHCMUMYMU U ugHMpOoBe ¢ MecmHuA
6usHec B usocmaBawiume, HeobrazogemeacmBaHu paloHu —
CeBeposanagHusa u CeBepHus UeHMpaAeH padoH.

(DokycupaHemo Bopxy [dyHaBckomo npocmpaHcmBo we ce
ocbliecmBaBa B8 onpegereHu 30HU 0m gBeme cmpaHu Ha pe-
kama, mexgy koumo Ha mepumopuama Ha CLIP CBuw08-Hu-
konoa-TopHy Mazypene, Paszpag-Pyce-TopaeBo-bykypeu.
Mo HanpaBaeHue Ha Kopugop N2 7 (peka [yHaB) MaaHbm 3a
gelicmBue no [yHaBckama cmpameaua npegBuxkga uszpak-
gaHemo Ha [lyHaBcku naHopamen nom u JyHaBcka Benoanes,
okono koumo ga ce cmpykmypupam MHokecmBo obekmu Ha
mypusma u koumo we npegaokam HoBu Bb3moxkHocmu 3a
cneuuduyHa opueHmauua 8 pa3Bumuemo Ha kpalgyHaBcku-
me 0OWUHU.

Peanusauus Ha ycmoiyuBu napmHoopcku uHuyuamuBu no
p. yHaB u ¢ gpyau pe2uoHu 8 EBpona

Yyacmuemo Ha CLIP 8 npoepamu 3a meXgypeauoHaAHo U
MPaHCHAUUOHAAHO CbMPYgHU4ECMBO We cmumyAupa 0ome-
Ha Ha onum u gobpu npakmuku MeXkgy nybAUYHU UHCMUMY-
uuu, Gupmu u HenpaBumeAcmBeHuU op2aHu3auuu. Korkpem-
HU Bb3moXkHOCMU 32 pa3Bumue Ha MPaHCHAUUOHAAHOMO U
MpaHCPe2UOHaAHOMO CbmpygHuYecmBo ¢ akueHm Bopxy
mepumopuaAHomo coAwkaBaHe we gage bbgewama ,TpaHe-
HauuoHaAHa npozpama [lyHaB"“. MpegBukga ce puHaHcoBume
pecypcu, NAaHUpaHu 3a npozpamama, ga cAykam 3a ykpen-
BaHe U yrecHABaHe Ha nocmMU2aHEMO Ha UEAUME Ha cmpa-
meauama Ha EBponelickus cblo3 3a pe2uoHa Ha peka [lyHas,
BkaloyumeaHo 0bMAHAa Ha onum, u3yuaBaHe Ha gobpume
npakmuku, us2pakgaHe Ha agmuHucmpamuBeH kanauumem
U napmHvopcku uHuyuamuBu.

Mpuopumem ,,0koAHa cpega u pecypcu —
ona3Bane u epekmuBHocm*

MogobpsaBaHe Ha BogocHabgaBanemo, kaHanusauusma u
mpemupaiemo Ha omnagbyHu Bogu

Mo cmeneH Ha u3zpageHocm Ha BogocHabgumeaHama Mpexka
CLIP e Ha egHo om nbpBume Mecma 8 cmpaHama, mbl kamo
genbm Ha BogocHabgeHomo HaceneHue kom 31.12.2011 .
e 99,8%, npu cpegeH nokazamea 3a cmpaHama 99,2%. Oc-
HOBHUME npobAemu No omHoweHue BogocHabgeHocmma Ha
HaceAeHUemo ca B nAaHUHckume u npegnAaHUHCKU 0BLIUHU Ha
patioHa — [a6poBo, TpaBHa, [paHoBo, CeBaueBo, 3xamapuua
U Hal-Beue EaeHa, kogemo 5,4% om HaceaeHuemo He e Bo-
gocHabgeHo. MpeyucmBaHe Ha numeldHume Bogu ce npuAaza
camo B obracmume Beauko TopHoBo u la6poBo, gokamo 8

The Danube falls into the third category of quality of surface wa-
ters - waters, the use of which is permitted only for irrigation and
industrial needs, after respective treatment. It is unacceptable to
use it for drinking water and domestic needs.

Along the rivers Yantra and Rousse Lom there are several sec-
tions in poor environmental condition as a result of organic
pollutants, hazardous substances and nitrate pollution. They
are caused by discharges of domestic and fecal and untreated
industrial wastewater, of waste water teratment plants and ag-
ricultural activities.

In the recent years there is an increasing tendency to decrease
the pollution of the land and soil. Soil pollution is generally not
recorded in the NCR. The region is characterized by strong
development of soil erosion due to the varied landscape. An
exception is the territory of the municipality of Gorna Oryaho-
vitsa, which, according to the erosion map of Bulgaria. is cate-
gorized as a region with non-eroded soils. Erosion processes in
the Danube Plain continuously increase their intensity, causing
significant damage to the engineering facilities and agriculture.
Most affected by erosion is the Danube shore. There is also
wind erosion due to the flat and open terrain and strong winds
periodically.

On the territory of the NCR there are 69 protected areas by
NATURA 2000 - 46 areas under Directive 92/43/EEC on the
conservation of the natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora,
and 23 areas under Directive 2009/147/ES on the conservation
of wild birds. They cover a total (considering the overlap) of
319,993 ha or 21.4% of the size of the region.

The number of the protected territories in the NCR is 94 out of
966 protected territories in Bulgaria. These are: National Park
,Central Balkan“, 3 natural parks - ,Bulgarka®, ,Persina“ and
LRousse Lom", three reserves, 21 natural sites and 63 protected
areas.

The increased threat of natural disasters and the poor state of
the infrastructure for risk prevention require planning measures
and concrete actions. Supported will be projects for strength-
ening the landslide areas along the Danube bank and flood pro-
tection in the regions of Rousse, Veliko Tarnovo and Silistra, for
development and implementation of early warning systems for
floods, earthquakes, landslide danger and other natural disas-
ters, for fire fighting, construction of coastal protection and bank
consolidation facilities, for effective management of the protect-
ed areas and NATURA 2000 sites through the development of
management plans for the protected areas.

Priority ,,Development of low-carbon economy, mitigation of
the consequences and adaptation to the climate change”

Improvement of the energy efficiency of the region

In order to adapt the region to the effects of the climate change
and to avoid their negative impact on the agriculture and forestry,
on the development of the tourism, on the energy production, on
the state of the water resources and the overall biological bal-
ance in the region, the planned activities and measures will focus
on several areas - improving the energy efficiency of housing,
public buildings and production, preservation and expansion of
areas under deciduous forests, protection of the soil from loss
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obracmume Paszpag, Pyce u Cuaucmpa, kbgemo numetiHama
Boga ce gobuBa om nNoMneHU CMaHuuu ¢ gbAboku COHgaXku,
Bogama ce mpemupa C XAop.

[lenom Ha HaceneHuemo 8 paidioHa B8 pexkum Ha BogocHao-
grBaHe e 4,2% (Ha npegnocAegHo MACMO B cmpaHama cAeg
C3P), kamo noumu u3uAA0 MO3U NPoUEHM Ce gbaku Ha 00-
Aacm abpoBo, kngemo 25,6% om HaceaeHuemo e 8 peXum
Ha BogocHabgABaHe U B cbBeem Manka cmeneH Ha obaacm
Beauko TopHOBo, kbgemo ¢ pexkum e 1,8% om HacereHuemo.
[Tlenom Ha 3azybume Ha Boga B patioHa e Bucok — 60,9%, noy-
mu koakomo cpegHama 3a cmpaHama cmodHocm.

Kom 31.12.2011 2. camo 63,6% om HaceaeHuemo e 06xBa-
Hamo om kaHaAusauuoHHUMe MpeXku u no mo3u nokasamen
paiioHbm e Ha NpegnocAegHo MACMo B cmpaHama. CpegHuam
gAA Ha HaceAeHUemo, 06CAyMeHO ¢ kaHaausauuoHHa MpexXa 8
Bbazapus e 74%. BompewHope2uoHaAHUme pasAuyuA ca 3Ha-
yumeaHu, kamo 8 obaacm [abpoBo 85% om HacereHuemo e
cBbp3aHo kom obuwiecmBeHa kaHaausauus, a 8 obaacmume
Paszpag u Cuaucmpa moBa ca cbomBemno 41,9% u 51,8%
om kumeaume.

EgBa 46,2% om HacereHuemo Ha GLIP e obcay»keHo om npe-
yucmBameAHU CMaHuuu 3a omnagbuHu Bogu. MpobaemHa e
obaacm Cuaucmpa, kegemo 0,6% om HaceaeHuemo e 06xBa-
Hamo om npeyucmBaHe Ha omnagbyHu Bogu. Had-Bucok e
NPOUEHMbM Ha HacereHuemo, obcaykeHo om COB B8 obaa-
cmume a6poBo — 66,6% u Pyce — 63,7%.

iHmepBeHuuume 8 chepama Ha BuK cekmopa 8 CLP we
6bgam HacoueHu Ha NbpBo MACMO kbM ocuzypABaHe Ha no-
cmoAHHO BogocHabgaBaHe Ha UAAOMO HacereHue B palioHa
upe3 noggopkaHe U pemMOHM Ha cbuwecmByBawume Bogo-
emu U uszpakgaHe Ha HOBu, kakmo u koM MUHUMU3UpaHe
Ha 3azybume no BogonpeHocHama U BogocHabgumeAHama
MpeXu, upe3 pexabuaumauus Ha BogonpeHocHa u Bogonpo-
BogHa uHppacmpykmypa. MpegBukga ce u gousapakgaHe u
pekoHcmpykuusa Ha kaHaau3auuoHHu mpeXu B patioHa u Ha
CoopbkeHua 3a npeyucmBaHe Ha Bogume U CeAULLHU npe-
yucmBameAHU CMaHuuu 3a omnagby4Hu Bogu, BkalouumeaHo
npuAazaHe Ha gobpu 3emegencku u depmepcku npakmuku u
BogocnecmsBawu mexHuku U MexHoAO2UU 3a HanosBaHe.

MogobpaABaHe Ha cucmemama 3a ynpaBaeHue Ha
omnagvuume

Mpe3 2011 2. 99,7% om HaceAeHuemo Ha CLIP e obcaykeHo
0m 0p2aHu3upaHo cMemocbbupate — gaa no-Bucok om cpeg-

of fertility and combating desertification, actions to reduce the
emissions of harmful substances from industrial sites, support
for projects to increase the natural gas consumption, implemen-
tation of programs for organic agriculture and livestock breed-
ing and for protection and restoration of the biodiversity in the
region, technological innovation in manufacturing processes to
reduce the land and soil degradation, stimulating the research to
predict the impact of the climate changes and etc.

Utilization of the specific potential for energy production from
renewable energy resources

NCR’s energy infrastructure is well developed. All towns and
villages are supplied with electricity and there are no problems
for power distribution networks, but there are problems with
the electricity supply. In the winter the electricity networks of-
ten break down and need to be modernized. In mountainous
and hilly areas there are periods of up to several days without
electricity in the year. For this reason, the NCR uses significant
amounts of firewood for heating and cooking at the expense of
other types of energy.

Favorable opportunities for the development of the wind ener-
gy generation in NCR exist in areas located along the southern
border of the region, running along the ridge of the Balkan. Also
part of the region is in an area where there are natural condi-
tions for using the solar energy to produce electricity. Two large
solar parks are located near Samovodene and Zlatarica (region
of Veliko Tarnovo). Near the village of Polkovnik Lambrinovo (re-
gion of Silistra) is based a photovoltaic plant. There is yet to be
constructed the first wind energy park Obretenik (13 turbines)
in Rousse region with a total capacity of 39 MW, which will be
located near the village of Obretenik (municipality of Borovo).

Extraordinary potential (unused) in terms of the resource for
electricity production from renewable sources has the Danube
River. In the NCR there are favorable conditions for growing
wheat and corn, as well as the main energy crops used as feed-
stock for biodiesel - rapeseed and sunflower. In Kozarevets vil-
lage, near Lyaskovec, operates a biodiesel installation of Rapid
Oil Industry Ltd.

The wider use and penetration of renewable energy sources in
the North Central Region is one of the main objectives related
to achieving sustainable development of the Region. In order to
improve the ecological status of the territory of the region the
planned measures and activities are aimed at improving and ex-
panding the capacity of the energy transmission grid, increasing
the share of electricity production from renewable energy sourc-
es in the region, generating energy from the Danube - exploring
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HUA 32 cmpaHama (98,9%). ToBa Hapexkga patioHa Ha nbpBo
MACMO NO CMeneH Ha 06xBawane Ha HaceneHuemo B cucme-
MU 32 0p2aHU3upaHo cMemocbbupaxe. B gBe om obaacmume
B8 paiioHa uanomo HaceneHue (100%) e obxBaHamo om cuc-
meMU 3a OpeaHu3upaHo cMemocboupare — Pyce u Cuaucmpa.
LLle ce nogkpensm mepku, HacoueHu KoM uszpakgaHemo u pe-
koHcmpykuusma Ha gena 3a omnagbuu, Kom uszpakgasemo
Ha cucmemu 3a NoBMOPHO U3NOA3BaHe U yHUWoXaBaHe Ha
omnagbuume u koM onmuMu3upaHe U paswupaBaHe Ha cuc-
memama 3a pa3geAHo CboupaHe Ha omnagouume. MpegBux-
gam ce ueAeHacoyeHu gelicmBus 3a nogobpABaHe Ha cucme-
Mama 3a ynpaBaeHue Ha omnagbuume 8 Maakume HaceneHu
Mecma B padioHa u 3a pekyamuBauus Ha mepeHu, 3aMbpCeHU
0m cmapu gena 3a bumoBu omnagouu.

02paHuyaBane Ha npupogHume puckoBe
(npeBeHuus Ha pucka)

OCHOBHUME U3MOYHUUU Ha 3ambpcABaHe Ha ammochep-
HUA Bbagyx B8 CLIP ca npomuwagHocmma, aBmOMOBUAHUAM
mpaxcnopm u 6umoBomo omonAeHue Ha MBobpgo 20puBo,
kamo nocAaegHomo e npuyuHa 3a HagBuwaBaHe Ha HopMume
B8 eceHHo-3uMHUA nepuog. Obuwiama meHgeHUUA e Ha nogobps-
BaHe kauecmBomo Ha ammocdepHua Bb3gyx B patioHa, kamo
0CHOBHOMO u3kAloyeHue e no nokazamea npax. MpuyuHume 3a
HagHOPMEHO 3ambpcABaHe € npax ca u ocmapeausm aBmo-
MOBUAEH napk u Aowama noggpkka Ha NbmHUMe HacmuAKu.
Bb3gedcmBuemo Ha npoMUWAEHOCMMA U CeACKOmO cmonan-
CmMBO € He3HaYUMeAHO U C AokareH mepumopuaneH obxBam.
B 2pagoBeme CeBaueBo, Pasepag u Beauko TopHoB0 uma 2a-
3udukauus, koemo gonpuHacs 3a HamaaaBade Ha emucuume
BpegHu BewecmBa B ammocdepama. HanpegBa 2asudukauu-
Ama Ha ep. Kybpam, 2p. cnepux u 2p. fabpoBo. Mpe3 2013
2. 3an0YHa uszpakgaHemo Ha npeHoceH 2a3onpoBog — Bucoko
HanAzate [lobpuy — Cuaucmpa u aBmomamuyHa 2a3opegyuu-
pawa cmaHuua — Cuaucmpa, om kodimo ca npegBugeHu om-
knoHeHus 3a e2pagoBeme TepBea, Ardamap u yroBo.

C Hall-20AdMO 3HAYeHUE 32 HaCEAEHUEMO U cmonaHcmBomo
Ha CLIP ca Bogume Ha pekume [yHa8, Axnmpa, Pocuua, Bu-
guma, [paHoBcka, 3namapuwka, Cmapa peka, Aedepgka,
Tonamva peka, He2o8anka, Ocom, Pycercku Aom, Liapauap Peka,
Cyxa peka. Te ce usnoa3Bam 3a HanoABawe u 3a numedHa 8oga.
C Hail-eonav nomeHuuaa ca Bogume Ha peka [lyHaB, usnoasBa-
HU 32 mpaHcnopm, puboAoB u HanosBaHe.

lMopeyuemo Ha p. dyHaB nonaga 8 mpema kamezopus 3a ka-
4ecmBo Ha NOBLPXHOCMHO Mevauu Bogu, Yuemo u3noA3BaHe
€ gonycmumo camo 3a HanosiBaHe U NPOMULLAEHU HYXXgu, CAeg
Heobxogumama 3a moBa npepabomka. Hegonycmumo e u3-
NoA3B8aHeMO UM 32 numelHO-6umoBu HyXgu.

IMo nopeyusma Ha peku AHMpa u Pycencku Aom uma Hakoako
yyacmoka 8 Aowo ekoro2u4HO CbemosHue, koumo ca B pe-
3yAMam Ha 0p2aHuYHU 3aMbpCcumeAu, onacHu BewecmBa u
3amopcaABane ¢ Humpamu. Mpegu3BukaHu ca om 3aycmBaHus
Ha 6umoBo-(ekarHu U NPOMULLIAEHU HENPEYUCMEHU OMNagby-
HU Bogu, Ha npeyucmBameAHU cmaHuuu 3a omnagbyHu Bogu,
ceackocmonaxcku getHocmu.

[pes nocaegHume 20guHu Bce noBeve ce 3acurBa meHgeHuu-
Ama 3a HamaAABaHe 3amMbpcABaHemo Ha 3emMume U noyBume.
Kamo uano 8 CLIP Hama peaucmpupaHo 3aMbpcsaBaHe Ha noy-

Bume. PalioHbm ce xapakmepusupa CbC CUAHO pa3Bumue Ha
noyBeHama eposus, nopagu HaceueHua pened. UskaloueHue
npaBu mepumopuAma Ha obwuHa fopHa OpaxoBuua, koAmo
Cb2AACHO epo3uoHHama kapma Ha boacapus e kameaopu3supa-
Ha kamo palioH ¢ Heeposupaau no4Bu. Epo3uoHHUME npouecu
8 [yHaBckama paBHuHa HenpekobcHamo yBeaudaBam cBos
UHMeH3umMem, kamo npuyuHaBam 3Ha4umeAHu Bpegu Ha uH-
KEHEPHU CbopbkeHus U ceackomo cmonadcmBo. Hal-cuaHo
3acezHam om poBuHHa epo3us e yHaBckuam 6psz. MpoaBae-
HuA uma u BempoBama epo3us, nopagu paBHuHHUA U omkpum
peAed U nepuoguyHo cuAHume BempoBe.

Ha mepumopuama Ha CLIP ce Hamupam 060 69 6p. 3awu-
meHu 30HU no Hamypa 2000 — 46 6p. 30HU no JupekmuBa
92/43/EEC 3a ona3BaHe Ha NpupogHUME MecmoobumaHus
U Ha guBama ¢nopa u dayHa u 23 6p. 30HU no JupekmuBa
2009/147/EC 3a ona3Baxe Ha guBume nmuuu. Te 0bxBawam
06wo (c omyumaxe Ha npunokpuBaHemo) 319 993 xa uau
21,4% om nAowma Ha patoHa.

BposAm Ha 3awumeHume mepumopuu 8 CLP e 94 om 966
3awumeHu mepumopuu 8 Bvazapus. TakuBa ca: ,HauuoHaneH
napk, ,Llenmpanet bankan“, 3 6p. npupogHu napkoBe — MM
boaeapka“, MM ,Mepcuna“ u MM ,PyceHcku Aom*, 3 6p. pe-
3epBamu, 21 npupogHu 3abeaeumeaHocmu U 63 3awumeHu
MECMHOCMU.

YBeAuyeHama 3anAaxa Om NPUpOgHU BegecmBus u AOWOmo
CbCMOAHUE Ha UHppacmpykmypama 3a npeBeHuus Ha pucka
usuckBam naaHupare Ha mepku u koskpemHu gedHocmu. LLe
ce nogkpenam npoekmu 3a ykpenBate Ha cBAauuLHUME y4ac-
mbuu o gyHaBckus bpAz u 3awuma om HaBogHeHuA B8 0bAa-
cmume Pyce, Beauko TopH0B0 u GuAucmpa, 3a paspabomBa-
He u BHegpABaHe Ha cucmeMu 3a PaHHO NpegynpeXxgeHue npu
HaBogHeHUA, 3eMempeceHus, onacHoCm om cBAaquwa u gp.
npupogHu 6egcmBus, 3a 6opba ¢ nokapume, 3a uszpakgaHe
Ha 6pe2o3awumHu U 6pezoykpenBawiu coopokeHus, 3a edek-
muBHO ynpaBAeHUE Ha 3awuUmeHUme 30HU U obekmume Ha
Hamypa 2000 upe3 pa3pabomBaHe Ha nAaHOBe 3a ynpaBaeHue
Ha 3aWUMeHUMe 30HU.

Mpuopumem ,,PazBumue Ha HuckoBv2nepogHa ukoHomuka,
cmekyaBane Ha nocaegcmBuama u aganmupade kom kau-
MamuyHume npomMeHu”

MogobpABaHe Ha eHepauliHama eekmuBHocm Ha paiioHa

C o2neg aganmupaHe Ha pafioHa kom nocaeguuume om
kaumamuyHume npomeHu U ¢ uea npegomBpamaBaHe Ha
He2amuBHomMo um BausHue Bopxy ceackomo u 2opckomo
cmonaHcmBo, Bopxy pasBumuemo Ha mypusma, Ha npous-
BogcmBomo Ha eHepaus, Bbpxy CbcmoAHuemo Ha BogHume
pecypcu U Ha 06womo 6uoAczuyHO paBHoBecue B pailoHa,
NAaHUpaHume Mepku U gediHoCmMu Wwe 6Gbgam HacoueHu B8
HAkoako HanpaBaeHusa - nogobpsaBaHe Ha eHepaulHama edek-
muBHocm Ha XKUAUWHUA (OHG, Ha NyBAUYHUME C2pagu U Ha
npousBogcmBama, ona3BaHe u paswupABaHe Ha nAoWUMe ¢
WupokoAuCMHU 20pu, ona3BaHe Ha noyBume om 3a2yba Ha
nAogopogue u 6opba ¢ onycmuHABaHemo, gelicmBus 3a o2pa-
Hu4aBaHe Ha usnyckaHume 8 ammocdepHus Bv3gyx emucuu
Ha BpegHu BewecmBa om npomuLAeHuUme obekmu, nogkpena
Ha npoekmu 3a yBeauyaBaHe Ha nompebAeHUemo Ha NPUPOgeH
2a3, peanusupaHe Ha npozpamu 3a ekoAoeudHO 3eMegeue U
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uBomHoBbgcmBo u 3a ona3BaHe U Bb3cmaHoBABaHe Ha bu-
0pasHoobpasuemo B palioHa, MeXHOAOUYHO 06HOBAEHUE Ha
npou3sBogcmBeHume npouecu 3a HamaAaBaHe gezpagauusma
Ha 3eMume U No4Bume, CMUMYAUPAHE Ha Hay4HUME U3CAeg-
BaHus 32 npo2Ho3upaHe Ha Bv3gedicmBuemo Ha kaumamuy-
HUME NPOMEHU U gp.

OnonzomBopsaBaHxe Ha cneuuduyHUA NOMeHYuan 3a npous-
BogcmBo Ha enepaua om BEU

ExepauiHama uHdpacmpykmypa Ha CLIP e gobpe pasBuma.
Bcuuku HaceneHu mecma ca enekmpocHabgeHu u npakmu-
yecku He cbwecmByBam npobAemu 3a Mpexkume Ha enek-
mpopasnpegeAeHuemo, Ho uma npobaemu ¢ gocmaBkama Ha
enekmpoeHepaua. B 3uMHUA Ce30H Yecmo  erekmponpeHoc-
HUme mpeXu aBapupam u ce Hykgasm om MogepHU3UpaHe.
B naanuHckume u noaynaaHuHckume palioHu ce HabalogaBam
nepuogu go Hakoako gHu 6e3 exekmpoeHepaus 8 2oguHama.
Mopagu masu npuyuHa B CLIP ce usnoa3Bam 3HayumeAHo
koauyecmBa gopBa 3a 02peB u 3a npueomBaAHe Ha XxpaHa 3a
cmemka Ha gpyau BugoBe eHepaus.

BaazonpuamHu Bb3moXkHocmu 3a pa3Bumuemo Ha Bempoe-
Hepeemukama B8 CLIP cowiecmByBam 8 mepumopuu, pasno-
AoKeHU no lokHama 2paHuua Ha patioHa, npeMuHaBawa no
6uromo Ha Cmapa naaHuHa. Cbwo maka Yacm om mepumo-
puama Ha palioHa nonaga 8 30Ha, kbgemo couwiecmByBam
NpupogHU ycAoBuA 3a U3NOA3BaHe Ha CAbHYeBama eHepaus
32 npousBogcmBo Ha eaekmpuuecka eHepaus. [18a 20nemu
(homoBoamauyHu napka ca pasnoaokeHu 8 6auzocm go Ca-
moBogeHe u 3namapuua (06aacm Beauko TopHoB0). Kpal c.
MoakoBHuk AambpuHoBo (o6aacm Cuaucmpa) e uszpageHa
(homoBoamauyHama ueHmpana. lpegecmou usepakgaHemo
U Ha nbpBua Bempoenepaued napk ,06pemenuk, (13 6poa
BempozeHepamopu) B obaacm Pyce ¢ obuia mouHocm 39
MW, kodmo wie 6bge pasnonoxkeH go ¢. ObpemeHuk (0bwuna
BopoBo).

3kaloyumenes nomeHuuan (HeonoA3omBopeH) om 2AegHa
mouka Ha pecypca 3a npou3BogcmBo Ha eaekmpoeHepaus
om Bv306HOBAEMU U3MOYHUUU NpegcmaBanBa meyeHuemo
Ha peka [dyHaB. B CLIP uma 6aazonpuamHu ycaoBusa 3a om-
2/eXgaHe Ha OCHOBHUME eHepaulHu kyamypu, u3noA3BaHu
kamo cypoBuHa 3a npou3BogcmBo Ha buogusea — panuua u
CAbHY02Aeg. B ¢. KosapeBeu, obwiuHa AackoBeu, dyHkuuoHu-
pa UHCMaaauuA 3a buoguse Ha ,Panug Oda uHgycmpu* 00[.

Mo-wupokomo u3noA3BaHe U HaBAu3aHe Ha Bb300HOBAEMU-
me u3moyHuuu B8 CeBepHuA UgHMPpaAeH padoH e egHa om
OCHOBHUME UeAU, CBobp3aHU ¢ NocMu2aHemo Ha ycmod4uBo
pas3Bumue Ha palioHa. C uen nogobpABaHe Ha ekoAO2uYHO-
MO CbCMOAHUE HA MEPUMOpUAMA Ha palioHa NAAHUPaHUME
mepku U geliHoCMU ca HacoueHU kbM nogobpABaHe U paswiu-
pABaHe kanauumema Ha enekmponpeHocHama Mpexka, yBeAu-
yaBaHe geAa Ha npou3BogcmBomo Ha enekmpuyecka eHepaus
om Bo306H0BAEMU U3MOYHUUU B palioHa, npou3BogcmBo Ha
eHepaus om p. [yHaB — npoyyBaHe Ha Bvb3mokHocmma 3a
uszpakgaHe Ha xugpoeHepaulHu komnaekcu 8 Gbazapckus
yyacmok Ha p. [lyHaB, onoa3omBopABaHe Ha eHepaus om
CAbHYeBu U BAMbpHU eaekmpoueHmpaAu, npepabomka Ha
pacmumeAHU npogykmu u Ha omnagbuu 3a npou3BogcmBo Ha
eHepaus, NpuAazaHe Ha UHOBamuBHU 2eomepmaAHU npoekmu
ugp.

the possibility for construction of hydropower complexes in the
Bulgarian section of the Danube River, use of energy from solar
and wind power plants, processing of plant materials and waste
for power generation, application of innovative geothermal proj-
ects and etc.
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CeBepousmoyHuAm patioH e yacm om padioHa om HuBo 1
,CeBepHa u t0zousmoyHa Boazapus”, kodmo BkalouBa owe
CeBeposanageH, CeBepeH ueHmpaneH u KD2ou3movyeH (padoHu
om HuBo 2). Palionbm e cocmaBeH om obAacmume BapHa,
Tobpuy, LWymeH u TopeoBuwe U pasnorokeHume 8 max 35
0BWUHU.

CeBepousmoyHuAm patdoH 06xBawa ceBepHama vacm Ha
6oazapckomo YepHomopcko kpadbpeXue, yacm om u3moy-
HUA gAA HA Cmapa naaHuHa, yacm om /\ygozopuemo u [1o6py-
gka. CUP 3aema 13,05% om mepumopuama Ha cmpaHama.
Tod e Hat-MaAkusm no naow, cpeg padloHume om HuBo 2 - 14
487 kva.

Cnopeg nocAegHomo oguuuarHo npebpoaBaHe om 2011 2. Ha
mepumopusama Ha CUP kuBee 13,1% om HaceaeHuemo Ha
cmpaxdama - 966 097 gywu, kamo 8 2pag BapHa e cbcpego-
MOYeHa egHa mpema om HaceAneHuemo Ha palioHa. CpegHama
2bCMoma Ha HaceaeHuemo e Bucoka - 66,7 g/km?, koemo 20
nocmasa Ha Bmopo MAcmo caeg tO3P. EcmecmBeHuam npu-
pacm e ompuuameaeH, Ho 8 no-maaka cmeneH, omkoakomo 8
gpyaume paidoHu Ha cmpaHama. BoapacmoBama cmpykmypa
Moke ga ce okauecmBu kamo omHocumeAHo gobpa Ha doHa
Ha npeobAagaBaliama kapmuta 8 cmpaHama.

koHomuyeckomo cocmoAHue Ha CeBepousmouHuA patoH
€ Ha cpaBHUMeAHO gobpo paBHuwe. Gb3gageHuam B pado-
Ha BBIT Ha 2rnaBa om HaceaeHuemo npe3 2010 2. Bb3Au3a Ha
81,3% om cpegHuA 3a cmpaHama u 36% om cpegHuA 3a EC-
27. Ceackomo cmonaHcmBo e eguH om Bogeuwume ompacau.
Hag 60% om o6pabomBaemama 3ems B palioHa e 3aema om
3bpHeHu kyamypu, kamo no mo3u nokazamea palioHbm € Ha
nopBo macmo B8 cmpaHama. Mkoxomukama Ha CUP u no-cne-
UUaAHO Ha obaacm BapHa, uma eguH yHukaneH eaemvieHm,
yuemo 3HaveHue Bce noBeve we HapacmBa — ,mopckama
UHgycmpus“. PalloHom npumeXkaBa cuaHo pasBum cekmop
Ha 0bcAaykBawume gedHocmu B obAacmma Ha nybAuYHUME
yeAyeu, busHeca, (uHaHcOBo-3acmpaxoBameaHama cdepa,
mpaHcnopma u mypusma. G Bucok gan 8 ukoHomuueckus
npoguA Ha pailoHa e npou3BogcmBomo U pasnpegereHUEmo
Ha enekmpuyecka U monAuHHa eHepaus — 22,9%. CUP e Ha
nbpBo MACMO U N0 OMHOUEHUe Ha npou3BegeHa enekmpo-
eHepaua om BEW. Ha mosu paiioH ce ompekga Bogewama
poAd, cBop3aHa ¢ ueaume Ha cmpameaus ,EBpona 2020“ Ha
EC (u Ha cbomBemHama HauuoHaaHa npozpama 3a pepopmu
Ha Penybauka boazapua 2013-2015 2.) 3a nocmuzane Ha 16%
gAA Ha BEW 8 kpaliHomo eHepauliHo nompebAeHue. PatioHom
€ Ha NbpBo MACMO B cmpaHama No UHCMaAupaHa MowHocm
Ha 6a3a u3noA3BaHe eHepauAma Ha Bamopa.

Kom 31.12.2011 2. 9,3% om npekume 4y)kgecmpaHHu uHBec-
muuuu 8 cmpaxama ca 8 CUP, kamo obracm BapHa e Ha mpe-
mo MAcmo caeg 06aacm Codus (cmoauua) u obaacm bypeac
N0 06eM Ha NpuBAeYeHU UHBECMUUUU.

CVP e cpeg gBama Bogewu patioHa om HuBo 2 8 cmpaHa-
ma no CMeneH Ha pasBumue Ha mypusma, koemo ce goaku
uskatouumenHo Ha Mopckua pekpeamuBex mypu3som. Tyk ca
u3zpageHu mypucmuyecku komnaekcu CbC 3HayumeAHa ma-
mepuarHa 6asa — k.k. ,3namHu nAacouu’, kk. ,AnbeHa’, k.k.
,GB. CB. KoHcmaHnmuH u EaeHa“ u gp.

The North East Region is part of the level 1 region ,North and
South-East Bulgaria“, which includes also the North West, North
Central and South East NUTS 2 level regions. The region con-
sists of the regions of Varna, Dobrich, Shumen and Targovishte
and the 35 municipalities belonging to them.

The North East Region covers the northern part of the Bulgarian
Black Sea coast, part of the eastern part of Stara Planina, part
of Ludogorie and Dobrudzha. The North East Region covers
13,05% of the territory of the country. It is the smallest of the
NUTS 2 level regions — area of 14 487 sq.km.

According to the latest official census of 2011 the territory of the
North East Region is inhabitated by 13,1% of the population of
the country - 966 097 people, whereas one third of the popula-
tion of the region is concentrated in the city of Varna. The aver-
age population density is high - 66,7 people on sg.km., which
ranks it second following the South West Region. The natural
population growth is negative, but not to such extend as in the
other regions of the country. The age structure may be charac-
terized as relatively good compared to the prevailing situation in
the rest of the country.

The economic condition of the North East Region is relatively
good. The generated in the region GDP per capita in 2010 was
81,3% of the average for the country and 36% of the average for
EU-27. The agriculture is one of the leading sectors. More than
60% of the cultivated land in the region is covered by cereals
and according to this indicator the region has the top rank in the
country. The economy of the North East Region and of Varna
Region in particular is characterized by a unique phenomenon,
which will have an increasing importance — ,the maritime in-
dustry,. The region has a well developed service sector in the
area of public services, business, financial and insurance sector,
transport and tourism. High share in the economic profile of the
region has the production and distribution of electricity and heat
power — 22,9%. The North East Region comes first with respect
to electricity generated from Renewable Energy Sources (RES).
This Region has the leading role with respect to the objectives
of EU Europe 2020 Strategy ( and of the respective National
Programme for Reforms of Republic of Bulgaria 2013-2015) for
reaching 16% share of REW in the end-user energy consump-
tion. The region has the top rank for the country with respect to
installed facilities using the wind power.

As of 31.12.2011 9,3% of the foreign direct investments in the
country are located in the North East Region, whereas Varna
Region comes third after Sofia City Region and Burgas Region
according to the volume of attracted investments.

The North East Region is among the two leading NUTS 2 level
regions in the country with respect to the tourism development,
which is due extremely to the sea recreation tourism. Here have
been established tourist resorts with significant material base —
Golden Sands resort, Albena resort, Sv.sv. Konstantin and Elena
resort, etc.

The region is characterized by rich cultural heritage — within the
region are located the ancient Bulgarian capital cities of Pliska
and Preslay, the gigantic monument Madara Rider, the unique
Aladzha Rock Monastery, the Roman thermae in the center of

PalioHom ce omauyaBa ¢ 602amo kyamypHo HacaegcmBo —
B8 2paHuuume Ha palioHa ce Hamupam cmapume Gba2apcku
cmoauuu Maucka u MpecaaB, MOHYMEHMAAHUAM namMemHuk
Magapcku koHHuk, yHukaaHusm ckaneH Aaagka maHacmup
kpad BapHa, Pumckume mepmu 8 ugHmbpa Ha BapHa, gpeB-
Hama kpenocm 08euy kpail MpoBagus, HauuoHaAHusm apxeo-
Aozuyecku pesepBam ,Aliaama“ npu KameH 6pse, aHmuyHa-
ma kpenocm KpymoBo kare kpal TobpeoBuwie, aHmuyHama
kpenocm KoBaueBcko kane kpad MonoBo, apxeorozuyeckuam
pe3epBam ,LLlymeHcka kpenocm*, Hati-2onemuam MlocloamaH-
cku xpam 8 cmpadama Tombya gkamus, Mopckama u boma-
Huyeckama 2paguHu BvB BapHa, bomaHuyeckama apaguHa 8
Banyuk u peguua gpyau apxeorozuyecku naMemHuuu U emHoe-
padcku komnaekcu.

Kom 31.12.2012 2. koeduuueHmbm Ha 3aemocm Ha Hace-
AeHUEMO Ha Bw3pacm 20-64 2. 8 CUP - 58,9%, e no-Hucobk
0m CpegHUA 3a cmpaHama, a paBHuwemo Ha bespabomuua
Ha HaceAeHUemo Ha Bb3pacm 15-64 2. — 18,4% e Had-Bucoko
cpeg palioHume om HuBo 2 8 cmpaxama. 06aacm LLymveH e
obaacmma ¢ Hail-Bucoka 6e3pabomuua 8 uAarama cmpaHa —
26,8%.

CeBepousmoyeH palioH e eguH om patioHume 8 cmpaxama, 8
koumo ca pa3Bumu Bcuuku BugoBe mpaHcnopm - CyxonomeH,
Xn, mopcku u Bb3gyweH mpaHcnopm. pe3 mepumopusama
Ha C/P npemunaBa manka yacm om yyacmoka bypeac-Ba-
pHa Ha mpaHcnopmeH kopugop N28.0m 0cobeHo 3HaueHue
3a mpaHcnopmHomo 06cAykBate 8 palioHa e cyxonbmHama
omceyka Pyce-BapHa, npegcmaBaABawia aamepHamuBeH
ceameHm Ha mpaxcnopmeH kopugop Ne7 (p. dyHaB). MMpu 2p.
Pyce ce ocvuiecmBaBa Bpbskama ¢ kopugop N29. Cpeghama
2bcmoma Ha nbpBokAacHUMe nbmuwia u amomazucmpanu-
me B8 paiioHa e Hal-Bucoka om Bcuuku palioHu om HuBo 2 8
cmpaxama - 0,039 km/k8. km, Ho HaceneHume mecma 8 CUP
He ca paBHomMepHo 06CAyKeHU ¢ nobmuwa om Bucok kaac.
CWP e egun om patioHume ¢ Hati-cAabo pa3Buma »n mMpeXa
8 cmpaHama 8 mepumopuaneH acnekm, HO CpaBHUMEAHO
no-mogepHu3upaHa. MeXgyHapogHomo npucmaHule BapHa
¢ BakeH UEHMbP Ha MpaHcNOpMHama cucmema Ha cmpaHa-
ma, npe3 kolmo npemuHaBa 20Aama Yacm om BHoCa U U3HO-
ca Hu. Bo3gywHusm mpaxcnopm e npegcmaBeH om Aemuule
BapHa, koemo e ¢ mexXgyHapogeH cmamym. XapakmepHa e
U3KAOYUMEAHO CUAHO U3paseHama Ce30HHOCM npu ekcnao-
amauuama Ha Aemuwlemo, kamo no-zoAdmMama yacm om
NnoAEMUME Ca CbCPegomoyeHu B8 uemupume AemHU Meceua
Ha 20guHama. B patioHa gelicmBam yemupu 2paHu4HO-KoH-
MpOAHU nponyckameAHu nyHkma, gB8a Cyx03emHU ¢ PymbHUA
u gBa mopcku (npucmatuwie Bapra u (epubomen komnaeke
U npucmanuwie baayuk).

Tepumopusma Ha palloHa € OMHOCUMEAHO 3anaseHa B ekono-
2UYHO OMHOWeHue. MMAowma Ha 3auumeHume mepumopuu
- 1,1% u 3awumeHume 30HU no HATYPA 2000 — 26,5% 8 pa-
{loHa e egHa om Hal-Huckume cpeg patioHume om HuBo 2 8
cmpaHama. G Hal-Hucku nokasameau ca o6aacmume LLlymen
u TopaoBuuwe.

Mo gocmueHama cmeneH Ha pasBumue Ha BogocHabgumea-
Hama mpeka, CeBepousmoyeH patioH e Ha nbpBo MAcmo B
cmpaHama — gexom Ha 8ogocHabgeHomo HaceneHue e 99,9%.
[Mo omHoweHue Ha pa3Bumuemo Ha kaHaAu3auuoHHama mpe-
»ka u MCOB, patioHbm e Ha Bmopo Macmo cAeg 03P, ¢ noka-
3ameAu Hag CpegHUMme 3a cmpasama.

the city of Varna, the ancient forest Ovech close to Provadia,
the National archeological Reserve Yailata close to Kamen
bryag, the ancient forest Krumovo Kale close to Targovishte, the
ancient forest Kovachevsko Kale close to Popovo, the archeo-
logical reserve Shumen Forest, the biggest Muslim temple in
the country Tombul Mosque, Varna's Sea Garden and Botanical
Garden, the Botanical Garden in Balchik and a number of other
archeological and etnographic monuments.

As at 31.12.2012 the employment rate of the population in the
age range of 20-64 in the NER is - 58,9%, which is lower than
the average for the country and the unemployment rate of the
population in the age range of 15-64 is 18,4%, which is the
highest of the NUTS 2 level regions of the country. The region
of Shumen is the one with the highest unemployment rate in the
whole country — 26,8%.

The North East Region is one of the regions of the country,
where all kinds of transport are developed — road transport,
rail transport, maritime and air transport. A small part of the
section Burgas-Varna of transport corridor No8 passes through
the territory of the NER. Particular importance for the transport
services in the region has the road segment Ruse-Varna,which
is an alternative segment of the transport corridor No7 (Danube
river). The connection with corridor No9 is implemented at the
town of Ruse. The average density of the first-class roads and
motorways in the region is the highest of all NUTS 2 level re-
gions of the country - 0,039 km/sq.km, however, the towns and
villages in the NER are not equally serviced by high-category
roads. The NER is one of the regions with the least developed
rail network in the country, however, it is relatively more mod-
ernized. The international port of Varna is an important center of
the transport system of the country, which covers a great part of
the Bulhgarian import and export. The air transport is provided
through the international airport of Varnawith Romania. Typical
for the airport is that it is used extremely hard during the four
summer months of the year. There are four border checkpoints
in the region — two land border checkpoints with Romania and
two sea border checkpoints (Varna Port and Balchik Ferryboat
and Port Complex).

The territory of the region is relatively well preserved with re-
spect to the environment. The size of the protected territories
- 1,1% and of the NATURA 2000 protected areas — 26,5% in
the region is one of the lowest among the NUTS 2 level regions
of the country. The lowest indicators characterize the regions of
Shumen and Targovishte.

With respect to the achieved level of the development of the wa-
ter-supply network the North East Region has the leading posi-
tion in the country — the share of the population with centralized
water-supply is 99,9%. With respect to the development of the
water-sewerage network and waste water treatment plants the
region comes second following the South West Region and has
indicators above the average for the country.

The North East Region is assessed as a region with a very
high level of vulnerabiltiy with respect to the four challenges to
the development up to 2020 - globalization, climate changes,
demographic changes and energy dependence. There is an in-
creased risk of drought, wind erosion, sea abrasia and activation
of landslips.

The North East Region has favorable opportunities for intensive
ecnomic development based on its strategic location with an
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CeBepousmoyHuAm palioH ce ougHABaA kamo patoH ¢ MHO20
Bucoka cmeneH Ha ya3Bumocm, N0 OMHOWEHUE Ha Yyemupu-
me npegu3BukameacmBa npeg pa3Bumuemo go 2020 2. - 2A0-
6anuzauuama, kaumamuyHume npoMeHu, gemozpadekume
NPOMEHU U eHepaudHama 3aBucumocm. MoBuweH e puckom
om 3acylwaBaHe, BempoBa epoaus, Mopcka abpasus u akmu-
BusupaHe Ha cBAayuHama gedHocm.

CeBepouamoyHuam patioH uma 6Aa2onpuAmHU Bb3MoXKHOC-
mu 3a UHMEeH3UBHO ukoHoMuyecko pasBumue, 6asupaHo Ha
cmpameauyeckomo My MeCmMonoAOKeHUE C U3Aa3 Ha YepHo
Mope, pa3Buma uHgycmpus, Bucoko 0bpa3oBameaHo paBHu-
We Ha HACeAEHUEMO U HAAUYUE Ha Hay4eH NOMEHUUAA, CUAHU
nosuuuu 8 mypusma u ymBopgeH azpapet cekmop 8 [lobpy-
gka u Aygozopuemo. AkmuBu3supaHemo Ha cobcmBeHume
pecypcu U CobxpaHaBaHemo Ha cobcmBeHama pe2uoHaAHa
cneuuduka e nomAm KoM CmuMyAupaHe Ha pa3Bumuemo Ha
peauoHarHama ukoHomuka.

MOTEHLINAAN 3A PASBUTIE

MomeHuuaaume 3a pa3Bumue Ha CeBepou3moueH padoH, no-
coYeHu B HauuoHanHama cmpameaus 3a peauoHanHo pasBu-
mue Ha Penybauka boaeapus (2012-2022 2.) ca 8 cregHume
chepu:

 Pa3Bumue Ha nbmHama u X.n. uHdpacmpykmypa Ha eBpo-
nedickume mpaHcnopmHu kopugopu - gouszpakgaHe Ha AM
Xemyc* u uszpakgaHe Ha ckopocmHume nbmuwa Pyce —
LLlymen u Bapna — lypankynak; usepakganemo Ha AM ,YepHo
Mope’;

 BkalouBaHe Ha npucmaHuwe BapHa 8 HapacmBawus mo-
Bapoo6opom B8 YepHo mope u ymBopkgaBaHemo my kamo
OCHOBEH Ao2UCMUYEH U gucmpubymopeH UgHmMbp 3a Bpb3ka
Mexgy obwoeBponelickume mpancnopmuu kopugopu ViI, VIII,
IX u TPACEKA;

* Bucok nomeHuuaA Ha patioHa 3a us2pakgaHe Ha UHCMana-
uuu 3a npou3BogcmBo Ha eHepaus om Bo300H0BAEMU eHep-
2UdHU U3MOYHUUY, 0COBEHO Ha BempozeHepamopu B8 kpai-
6pexkHume mepumopuu U B weada;

¢ 06ozcamsaBaHe Ha mopckua pekpeamuBeH mypusbM C pas-
HOOBpa3HU mypucmuyecku npogykmu u ycayeu BcaegecmBue
Ha yHukaaHume KyamypHu u ucmopuyecku namemHuuy, uc-
mopuko-apxumekmypHume komnaekcu u npupogHu gageHoc-
mu;

* [13noA3BaHe Ha koHueHmpauuama Ha Bucwiu yyuAuwia kamo
UHOBamuBeH nomeHuuaA 3a pe2uoHarHama ukoHomuka — 06-
Bop3BaHe Ha Haykama ¢ 06pa308aHuemo U busHeca;

* [peBpbuiane Ha CUP B8 usmoyeH nopman Ha EC; cb3gaBa-
He Ha N0-gobpu ycroBus 3a koMyHukauus CoC cmpaHume om
LleHmpanHa u 3anagHa EBpona u A3us U UHMe2pupaHe Ha pe-
2U0HaAHama ukoHomuka kbm eBponelickus nasap;
 06Bop3BaHe Ha npuopumemume 3a NOCMUu2aHe Ha ueaume
Ha peauoHarHomo pa3Bumue 8 CUP ¢ me3u Ha uHmMe2pupaHa-
ma mopcka noaumuka u koHcoAugupaHume npuopumemu Ha
npozpamama 3a YepHomopckus peauoH.

BI13WA

CeBepousmoyHuAm palioH - omBopeHa ko YepHo Mope u
cBema GbAcapcka mepumopus, CbxpaHuAa 602ama ucmopus
U mMamepuaaHa kyamypa, naogopogHa 3ems, YoBeuwku kanu-
maa, pasBuma uHppacmpykmypa, mypucmuyecku umugk
U HacoyuAa cBoA cneuuuyeH NOMEHUUAA 32 NoCMU2aHe Ha

outlet on the Black Sea, developed industry, high level of edu-
cation of the population and availability of scientific potential,
strong positions in the tourism sector and well developed ag-
ricultural sector in Dobrudzha and Ludogorie. The activation of
own resources and the preservation of own regional specifics
is the road towards fostering the development of the regional
economy.

POTENTIAL FOR DEVELOPMENT

The development potential of the North East Region, stated in
the National Regional Development Strategy of Republic of Bul-
garia (2012-2022) is in the following areas:

« Development of the road and railway infrastructure of the Eu-
ropean transport corridors — finalization of Hemus Motorway
and construction of high-speed roads Ruse — Shumen and
Varna - Durankulak; construction of Tcherno More Motorway;

« Including Varna Port in the increasing cargo turnover in the
Black Sea and strengthening its position as a main logistic and
distribution center for connection between the cross-European
trasport corridors VII, VIIl, aX and TRASECA;

« High potential of the region with respect to establishing instal-
lations for power generation from renewable energy sources,
particularly of wind generators in the coastal territories and in
the shelf;

« Enriching the seaside recreation tourism with diverse tour-
ist products and services as a result of the unique cultural and
historic monuments, historic and architectural complexes and
natural resources;

« Using the concentration of Universities as innovative potential
for the regional economy - linking the science with the educa-
tion and business;

« Turning NER into EU Eastern portal; creating better conditions
for communication with the countries of Central and Western
Europe and Asia and integrating the regional economy with the
European market;

« Linking the priorities for achieving the NER regional develop-
ment objectives with those of the integrated maritime policy and
the consolidated priorities of the programme for the Black Sea
region.

VISION

North East Region — Bulgarian territory open to the Black Sea
and to the world, territory, which has preserved rich history and
material culture, fertile land, human capital, developed infra-
structure, touristic image and which has orientated its specific
potential towards achieving general economic progress and
improved quality of life.

DEVELOPMENT OBJECTIVES AND PRIORITIES

Priority ,Increasing the innovative potential, the scientific and
technological development of the region*

In 2010 the value of the generated in the North East Region
gross domestic product in current prices is 7 503 million BGN.
The contribution of the region in the national gross domestic
product is 10,6%. The average value of the GDP per capita in
the NER in 2010 is 7 612 BGN, whereas the average indicator
for the country is 9 359 BGN. The region of Varna generates
81,8% of the regional GDP and the region of Targovishte has the
lowest share (12,1%). The figures for the regions of Dobrich and
Shumen are similar - 18-19%.

06w, ukoHomuyecku Hanpegok U nogobpeHo kauecmBo Ha
uBoma.

LLEA 11 MPUOPUTETIA 3A PA3BNTINE

Mpuopumem ,[oBuwaBaHe Ha uHOBAUUOHHUA NOMEHUuUAA,
Hay4yHOMO U mexHoAo2u4HOmMo pa3Bumue B pailoHa“

Mpe3 2010 2. cmolHocmma Ha npou3BegeHus 6pymeH Bo-
mpeuweH npogykm no mekywu ugHu 8 CUP Bv3ausa Ha 7 503
MAH. AB. lMpuHOCbmM Ha patioHa 8 HaUuUOHaAHUA BpymeH Bb-
mpeweH npogykm e 10,6%. CpegHama cmodHocm Ha BBl Ha
4oBek om HaceaeHuemo 8 CIP npes3 2010 2. e 7 612 AB. npu
cpegeH nokasamea 3a cmpasama om 9 359 AB. 0baacm BapHa
cb3gaBa 81,8% om peauoHarHus BBI, a ¢ Had-Manok gan e
obaacm TopeoBuwe (12,1%). 06aacm [obpuy u LLymen ca ¢
6ausku cmodHocmu - 18-19%.

C bpymHa gobaBeHa cmolHocm B pasmep Ha 6 461MAH. A8.,
npuHocbm Ha CeBepousmoyHua patoH 8 BC Ha cmpaHama
Bov3Ausa Ha 10,64%. B cekmopa Ha ycAyeume ce dopmupam
62,9% om bpymHama gobaBexa cmodHocm Ha paioHa, 8 cek-
mopa Ha uHgycmpuama — 29,79%, a 8 cekmopa Ha ceackomo
cmonaHemBo — 7,29%. Makap u ¢ mMaabk gaa 8 6pymHama
gobaBeHa cmodHocm Ha patioHa, cenckomo cmonaHcmBo e
eguH om Bogewume ompacau 8 CUP. 3a He2o8omo pa3Bumue
CbluecmByBa uskalouumeaHo 6A20NPUAMHO CbyemaHue Ha
npupogHo-kaumamuuHu ycaoBus. ObpabomBaevama 3ems e
82,3% om ceackocmonanckume mepumopuu 8 palioHa. Hag
60% om HeA e 3aema om 3bpHeHU kyamypu, kamo no mosu
nokasamen, palionom e Bogew, 8 cmpaHama. Cowomo ce
OmHacA U 3a omaaeXgaHume macaogadHu kyamypu. Kyamy-
pama, koAamo e ocHOBHa 3a pailloHa e nweHuuama, gatawa
Hag 26% om HauuoHarHomo npousBogecmBo. B Dobpuy, Top-
208uwe u LLlymen gexom Ha agpapHus cekmop e no-8ucok om
CpegHuA 3a cmpaHama u palioHa.

lpomuwAeHocmma e 0cHOBeH cmpykmypoonpegeaaw, om-
pacbA Ha pezauoHarHama ukoHomuka. Cmpykmypama Ha
NpOMULWAEHOCMMA € pa3Hoo6pasHa, kamo Bogewa e npepa-
6omBawiama npomuLAeHocm, caegBaHa om npou3BogemBo-
mo Ha xumuyecku npogykmu u xpaHumeAHo-8kycoBama npo-
MUWAEHOCM Ha 0CHOBama Ha gobpe pa3Bumus 3emegeAcku
cekmop, a npou3BogcmBomo Ha mekcmua, 06yBku u u3ge-
AUA Ha wuBawkama u mpukomaXkHa npomuluAeHocmu gaBa
egBa 2,5% om npomuwiaeHomo npousBogecmBo. C Bucok gan
B8 ukoHomuyeckus npodua Ha palioHa e npousBogcmBomo u
pasnpegereHUemO Ha eekmpuyecka U monAUHHA eHepaua —
22,9%. PalioHom e cpeg Bogewume B cmpaHama u no OmHo-
WeHue Ha npou3BegeHa enekmpoerepaus om BEI.

With Gross Value Added of 6 461 million BGN the contribution of
the North East Region in the Gross Value Added of the country is
10,64%. The service sector generated 62,9% of the Gross Value
Added of the region, the industry sector — 29,79% and the agri-
culture — 7,29%. Despite its low share in the gross addedvalue
of the region, the agriculture is one of the leading sectors in the
North East Region. There is an extremely favorable combination
of natural and climate conditions furthering its development.
The cultivable land is 82,3% of the agricultural territories of the
region. More than 60% of it is sowed with grain and this is the in-
dicator, according to which the region has the top position in the
country. The same goes for the cultivated oil-bearing cultures.
The wheat is the main crop for the region and it provides more
than 26% of the national production. In Dobrich, Targovishte and
Shumen the share of the agricultural sector is higher than the
average for the country and for the region.

The industry is main structural sector of the regional economy.
The structure of the industry is diverse, whereas the leading
role has the processing industry, followed by the production
of chemicals and the food processing industry based on the
well developed agriculture, while the production of textile, shoes
and dressmaking and knitwear goods provides only 2,5% of the
industry production. High share in the economic profile of the
region has the production and distribution of electricity and heat
power — 22,9%. The region is among the leading ones in the
country also with respect to generated electricity from renew-
able energy sources.

The largest enterprises on the territory of the region of Varna are
concentrated in the cities of Varna and Devnya. Eldom Invest
produces household electrical appliances and has a project for
multifunctional complex. Druzhba Style JSC. produces ready-
to-wear clothes for men and women. Tcherno More JSC. pro-
duces radiolocation appliances. In the marine industry sector
there are ship-building plants, ship-repair yards, sea transport
enterprises, drag and maintenance of sea routes and facili-
ties and the related to them services and activities - Bulyard
Ship-building industry (ex-Ship-building Plant - Varna), Odes-
sor Ship-repair yard SA, TEREM — Flotski Arsenal JSC., Ship
Machine-Building JSC., MTG-DOLPHIN JSC.,Construction and
Technical Fleet JSC. - Varna.

The chemical industry also has its important enterprises in the
region — fertilizer plant Agropolychim, Devnya, as well as the
soda ash plant Solvey Sodi, Devnya. In Devnya there are also
operating Factory for Building Constructions FBC — Devnya
JSC., Polimeri JSC, as well as sugar factory for production of
refined sugar.

BB Ha rnasa ot
HacesleHUeTo — NB.

M4YU c HaTpynBaHe
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lo-20AeMUME NpegnpuAmUsA HAa MepumopuAma Ha obaacm
BapHa ca cbcpegomoueHu B 2pagoBeme BapHa u [eBHA.
LEAgOM VHBecm” npousBexga gomakuHcku eaekmpoypegu,
kamo uma npoekm 3a myamuduHkuuoHared komnaekc. Mpo-
u3BocmBomo Ha Moxkka u gamcka koHdekuus e npegcmaBeHo
om Apykba cmun® ALl ,YepHo mope” ALl npousBexkga pa-
guonokauuoHHa anapamypa. B cekmopa Ha mopckama uH-
gycmpusa dyHkuuoHupam npegnpuAmus 3a kopabocmpoee,
kopabopemoHm, mopcku mpascnopm, gpazupaxe U noggop-
»aHe Ha mopcku nomuwa u CbopwkeHus U cBbp3aHume ¢
mAX ycAyau U geliHocmu - ,byafipg KopabocmpoumenAHa uH-
gycmpua“ EALl (6uBwa BapHencka kopabocmpoumenruua),
KopabopemoHmeH 3aBog ,0gecoc Afl, ,TEPEM — (Daomcku
apceHan Al, ,KopabHo mawuHocmpoete” AL, ,MTT deaduH*
AL, ,CmpoumeneH u mexHuuecku Maom* Afl -BapHa. Xu-
Muyeckama npoMUWAEHOCM Cbwo uma cBoume CepuosHu
npegcmaBumeau B pezuoHa B Auuemo Ha mopoBus 3aBog
LAzponoauxum®, [leBHs, kakmo u Ha npegnpuamuemo 3a kaa-
uupaHa coga ,ConBet Cogu‘, [eBHa. B [eBHA dyHkuuoHupam
U npegnpusmuemo 3a 6emoH U cmpoumeaHu korcmpykuuu
,3CK [1eBHa“ AL, ,Moaumepu” Afl, kakmo u ,3axapeH 3aB80g“
32 npousBogcmBo Ha paduHupaHa 3axap.

06aacm [o6puy e cneyuaAusupada 8 npousBogcmBomo Ha
XpaHUmeAHU npogykmu, XpaHumeaxo-BkycoBama npomuw-
AEHOCM 3aema CbllecmBeH gaa om obwama NpoMuWAeHa
npogykuus, npou3BexgaHa 8 obaacmma. MoBeye om 85% om
gedHocmume ca cbcpegomoueHu B o6aacmHusa 2pag [obpuy
U egHa no-manka yacm 8 obwuHume lexepan ToweBo, baavuk
u KaBapHa. Ha mepumopusma Ha obAacmma cbecmByBam
20AeMUME MeAHUYHU kombBuHamu — ,Jlobpuy men’, ¢. Kapa-
neaum, obwuHa [obpuy u ,Kamen’, 2p. KaBapHa; gBe npeg-
npuamuaA 3a MakapoHeHu u3geaus — ,MakapoHeHa dabpuka“ u
,CaBumekc" 8 2p. [1o6puy; yemupu no-20AeMu Npegnpuamus
3a npou3BogcmBo Ha XAAb, xAeOHU U cragkapcku usgeaud. B
peauoHa npogbarkaBam ga dyskuuoHupam ,Ponec” B ¢. Kap-
gam, obuiuHa leHepan ToweBo, ,Kaac oauo* B8 ¢. Kapaneaum,
obwuHa [lobpuy u ,Manac oauo” 8 2p. baauk. ,Cepguka-90*
All, 3a npepabomka Ha MAAko, pabomu ¢ MUHUMAaAHO Hamo-
BapBaHe U HamaAneHa vucAeHoCm Ha nepcoHaAa. Ha Hucku
0bopomu cowecmByBam (abpukama 3a koHdekuusa ,AnbeHa
cmun‘ AL, kokyxapcka abpuka ,CB8060ga“, wuBawkume ko-
onepauuu ,Mup® u ,Mpozpec’, ,dobpygkancku mekemua® Al
u Kakapg* Afl. Tekkama npomuliAeHoCm e npegcmaBeHa
om ,Memana-azpo” All, 2p. 1obpuy - cneuuaausupaHo 8 npo-
u3BogcmBo Ha ceackocmonancku npubupawiu MawuHu. Ka-
maw'“ Al 8 KaBapHa npou3Bekga pe3ep8Hu yacmu 3a 6azepu.
TpaguuuoHHomo 3a [lo6puy npousBogcmBo Ha erempoHuka
u enekmpomexHuka ce noggbpka om npegnpuamuemo 3a
akymynamopu ,CTAPT* ALl, koemo e egHo om yemupume 8
cmpaHama.

Cpeg Hail-eoAeMUME NPEGNPUAMUA HA MepumopuAma Ha
obracm Top2oBuwe ca akymyaamopHuAam 3aBog ,EHepCuc” —
eguH om Hal-2onemume npousBogumenu 8 EBpona, 3aBogu-
me 3a naocko u gomakuHcko cmbkao , Tpakus 2aac”, BuHnpom
,\BK TopaoBuwe®, ,Meber Cmun‘, Top20Buug, ,Poca’, Mono-
80 32 npousBogcmBo Ha cypoBu, paduHuUpaHu cAbH402AegoBU
MacAa U bymuAupaHu Macaa, wuBawkomo npegnpusmue ,Po-
guHa XoaguHz“, MonoBo.

Toasam pabomogamea 8 o6aacm LLywvieH e komnatusma ,(uko-
coma“ ¢ npou3BogemBo 8 Hakoako HanpaBAeHuA - 6Ara mex-

The region of Dobrich specializes in the production of food, the
food processing industry has a significant share of the total in-
dustrial production produced in the region. More than 85% of
the activities are concentrated in the regional town of Dobrich
and a smaller part in the municipalities of General Toshevo, Bal-
chik and Kavarna. On the territory of the region exist the big mill
factories — Dobrich mel, in the village of Karapelit, municipality
of Dobrich and Kamel, in the town of Kavarna; two factories
for macaroni — Macaroni factory and Savimex in the town of
DObrich; four larger factories for production of bread, bakery
and pastry, starting with Dobrudjanski hliab JSC. In the region
there are still functioning the smaller factories Roles in the vil-
lage of Kardam, municipality of General Toshevo, Klas olio in the
village of Karapelit, municipality of Dobrich and Papas olio in the
town of Balchik. Serdika — 90 JSC for milk processing operates
with minimum workload and reduced staff. At a slower pace
exist the store clothes factory Albena Style JSC, the fur dressing
factory Svoboda, the dress making cooperation Mir and Prog-
ress, Dobrudjanski textile JSC and Jacquard JSC. The heavy
industry is represented by Metal-Agro JSC, the town of Dobrich,
specializing in the production of agriultural gathering machines.
Kamash JSC in the town of Kavarna produces spare parts for
excavators. The traditional for the town of Dobrich production of
electronics and electrical engineering appliances is mantained
by the batteries* plant START JSC, which is one of the four in
the country.

Among the largest enterprises on the territory of the region of
Targovishte are the battery plant EnerSys — one of the biggest
producers in Europe, the plant for plate and household glass Tra-
kia glass, LVK Targovishte Winery, Style Furniture, Targovishte,
Rosa, Popovo — for production of raw, refined sunflower oil and
bottled oil, the dressmaking factory Rodina Holding in Popovo.

A large employer in the region of Shumen is the company
Ficosota, which produces in several directions — household
appliances, soap powder and food, as well as the companies
Alcomet — producer of aluminium products, Roca Bulgaria —
Kaspichan, which specializes in the production of bathroom
tiling and flooring, Shumensko pivi brewery, the dressmaking
company Toni M, the two factories of Kai Group in Shumen and
in Isperih — producers of ceramic tiles and granite tiles, the cos-
metic company Lavena, Shumen, Herti, Shumen for production
of plastic and aluminium caps, Augusta mebel — furniture fac-
tory, Shumen.

As at 31.12.2011 9,3% of the foreign direct investments in the
country are in the North East Region. The largest part of the
direct forein investments in the region are made in the region
of Varna - 74,3% and only 4,5% - in the region of Shumen.
The figures for the regions of Dobrich and Targovishte are sim-
ilar — around 10-11%. The region of Varna ranks third, after the
regions of Sofia City and Burgas, according to the volume of
attracted investments — 7%. In the last three years the main for-
eign investors in the region are from Turkey, Russia and Belgium.

The North East Region is one of the regions with the best poten-
tial for using renewable energy sources. In the coastal territories
of the region there are excellent opportunities for the develop-
ment of wind power generation. The wind generator parks are
established not only in the coastal areas, but also in the inner
parts of the region, where leading position have the municipal-
ities of Kavarna and Shabla, in which the natural preconditions

HuKa, NEPUAHU Npenapamu U XpaHumeAHu npogykmu, kakmo
u dupmume ,Arkomem” - npousBogumer Ha anymuHueBu
npogykmu, ,Poka BbAzapus“ - KacnuyaH, cneuuaausupaqa
8 npousBogcmBomo Ha HacmuAku u 06AUUOBKU 3a GaHs,
LJLymencko nuBo®, wuBawkama komnanua ,ToHu M, gBama
3aB0ga Ha ,Kad 2pyn” 8 Lymex u cnepux - npousBogumen
Ha kepamuyHu nAouku U epaHumozpec, koamemuyHama kom-
naxua ,\aBena", LLlymen, ,Xepmu®, LLlymen 3a npousBogcmBo
Ha naacmmacoBu u aaymuHueBu kanauku, ,ABaycma meben’,
LLymeH.

Kom 31.12.2011 2. 9,3% om npekume 4y)kgecmpaHHu uHBec-
muuuu 8 cmpaHama ca 8 CUP. Had-2onama yacm om M4
B8 patioHa ca peanusupaHu B obaacm BapHa - 74,3%, a egBa
4,5% - 8 obracm LLlymeH. O6racmume [Jobpuy u TopaoBulue
ca ¢ bausku cmodrocmu — no okoao 10-11%. Obaacm BapHa e
Ha mpemo MAcmo cAeg 0baacm Codua (cmoauua) u obracm
Bypaac 8 cmpaHama no 06em Ha npuBAeyeHU UHBeCcMUUUU —
7%. B nocAegHUME mpu 20guHuU kamo 0CHOBHU vykgecmpan-
HU UHBecmumopu B paloHa ce usaBaBam Typuus, Pycus u
Benzus.

(CeBepousmoyHuam palioH e eguH om padoHume ¢ Hal-gobbp
NOMeHUUaA 32 U3NOA3BaHe Ha Bb306HOBAEMU eHepaulHU U3-
mouHuuu. B kpalibpeXkHume mepumopuu Ha patioHa couecm-
ByBam omAuyHU BoamoXkHoCcmMU 3a pasBumuemo Ha Bempo-
eHepeemukama. BempoeHepaulHu napkoBe ce uszpakgam
He camo B kpadlopexkHume yacmu, a u BbB BompewHocmma
Ha patioHa, kamo Bogewwu ca obwuHume KaBapHa u LLlabaa,
kogemo npupogHUAM nomeHuuaA ce oueHABa kamo Hati-nog-
xogawl. CUAP e ¢ nogxogawu npupogHu ycaoBus 3a u3non3Ba-
He Ha CAbHYeBama eHepauA 3a npou3BogcmBo Ha eaekmpo-
eHepauA, Uma Bb3mMOoXHOCMU 32 pasnoAazaHe Ha CAbHYeBU
U (pomoBoAMaUYHU UHCMaAAUUU 3a eHepaua. Tepumopusma
Ha palioHa e 602ama U Ha 2eomepManHa eHepaus, Ho nopagu
cneuuduyHuA o pecypc, HellHOMO NPUAOXKEHUE U U3noA3BaHe e
MH020 N0-02paHuUYeHo B cpaBHeHUE ¢ U3N0A3BaHemO Ha eHep-
2uAma om Bamopa u cAbHyeBama enepaus. Mo-wupokomo
Uu3noA3BaHe U HaBAu3aHe Ha Bvb306HOBAEMUME U3MOoYHUUL B
CeBepousmoyeH patioH, 8 m.u. u usnoA3BaHemo Ha Bempo-
Bama eHepaus B cAegBauLume 20gUHU € egHa 0m 0CHOBHUME
ueAu, cBop3aHu ¢ nocmuaaHemo Ha yemod4uBo pa3Bumue Ha
paiioHa.

BapHa e egud om 2pagoBeme B cmpaHama ¢ usnpeBapBalo
MOQepHU3UpaHe Ha eHepauliHama uHppacmpykmypa upes
BHegpABaHe Ha NpupogHUA 2a3 kamo aamepHamuBeH eHep-
20u3moyHuk, koemo Bogu go HekoakokpamHo HamanaBaHe Ha
eHepaulHume pasxogu U ocuzypsaBa no-gobpo kauecmBo Ha
uBom B 2pagckama cpega. Edpekmbm uma 3HaveHue u 3a
kypopmHume komnaekcu 8 6au3ocm go BapHa, 3apagu noc-
MUu2aHemo Ha no-goopu ekoAO2UYHU napamempu U MHO20-
kpamHxomo HamanaBaHe Ha BpegHume ammocepHuU eMucuu.

lazocHabgumeaHama mpexka 8 [obpuy, Lymen u Top2oBuwie
06xBauia 0CHOBHUME NPOMULIAEHU KOHCYMamopu U yacm om
6umoBume. MpegBukga ce pasBumuemo Ha 2a30npoBogHama
Mpexa 8 palloHa ga npogoAXKu, kamo ce 0bxBaHam ocmaHa-
Aama yacm om mbpaoBckume u uHgycmpuaaHu cmpykmypu,
gomakuHcmBama U obuiecmBeHume capagu B8 HaceaeHUMe
mecma. Mo mo3u HayuH we ce nogobpu busHec cpegama u
We Ce Hamaau 3ambpcABaHemo Ha Bb3gyxa B padoHa, 8 m. u.
LWe Ce pegyuupam emucuume Ha napHukoBu 2a3oBe.

are assessed as the most favorable ones. The North East Re-
gion has favorable natural conditions for using the solar energy
for the production of electricity, there are opportunities to es-
tablish solar and photovoltaic power installations. The territory
of the region is rich also in geothermal energy, however, due to
its specific resource its use is much more limited compared to
the use of the wind power energy and solar energy. The broader
use of the renewable energy sources in the North East Region,
including the use of the wind power energy in the next years is
one of the main objectives linked to achieving sustainable devel-
opment of the region.

Varna is one of the cities in the country, where the modernization
of the energy infrastructure goes with a fast pace, due to the
use of the natural gas as an alternative energy source, which
leads to several times reduction of the energy costs and ensures
better quality of life in the urban environment. This efect has
importance for the resorts near Varna due to the achieving of
better environmental parameters and several times reducing the
harmful atmospheric emissions.

The gas supply network in Dobrich, Shumen and Targovishte
covers the main industrial users and a part of the households.
It is envisaged to extend the development of the gas supply
network in the region, covering the rest of the commercial and
industrial entities, the households and the public buildings in the
towns and villages. Thus the business environment will be im-
proved and the air pollution in the region will be reduced, incl. the
reduction of green gas emissions.

Establishing infrastructure in industrial zones and business
parks and mantaining active and attractive business environ-
ment

The condition of the non-financial sector of the economy of the
North East Region is characterized with a prevailing number
of the micro-companies and small enterprises over the mid-
dle-sized and large enterprises. In 2011 on the territory of NER
function 13,6% of the enterprises of the country. It is envisaged
to finish the establishment and to renovate the infrastructure in
the industrial zones and business parks as a result of which the
whole environment will become more attractive for new invest-
ments and development of new business activities. Support will
be provided to activities for increasing the effectiveness of the
enterprises and improving their access to financial resources.
As a side effect new jobs will be created and income will be
generated, which will improve the living standards of the pop-
ulation in the region.

Promoting the research and innovation aactivities

In 2011 4,1% of all the costs for R&D have been spent in the
North East Region — 17 733 thousand BGN. In the recent years
the share of R&D costs in the GDP of the region shows a con-
stant trend of increase, however small. In 2010 its value is
0,23%, which is still far from the national commitment under EU
Europe 2020 Strategy and the respective National Programme
for Reforms of Republic of Bulgaria (2013-2015) with respect to
share of R&D costs in the GDP reaching 1,5% until year 2020.

As a region with opportunities for development of the scientific
and applied research the activation of the specific potential of
the local economies in the NER will be implemented on the ba-
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32paXkgane Ha uHppacmpykmypa B uHgycmpuanHu 30HU U
6usHec napkoBe u noggbpkaHe Ha akmuBHa u npuBaekamen-
Ha 6usHec cpega

CbecmoaHuemo Ha HeduHaHcoBuAa cekmop Ha ukoHomukama
8 CeBepousmoyeH palioH ce xapakmepusupa ¢ npeBec Ha
Mukpo ¢upMume u MaAkume npegnpuAamuA Hag CpegHume
u 2oneMmume npegnpusmus. Mpe3 2011 2. Ha mepumopus-
ma Ha CUP ¢yHkuuoHupam 13,6% om npegnpusmuama 8
cmpaxama. lMpegBukga ce gousepakgaHe u peHoBupaHe Ha
UHdpacmpykmypama 8 uHgycmpuaAHUme 30HU U 6u3Hec nap-
koBeme, nocpegcmBom koemo usrocmHama cpega we cma-
He no-npuBaekameaHa 3a HOBU uHBecmuuuu U pa3Bumue Ha
HOBU BusHec gedHocmu. Mogkpena we noAyyam gedHocmu 3a
noBuwaBare epekmuBHOCMMa Ha paboma Ha npegnpuAmus-
ma u nogobpaBaHe Ha gocmbna um go GuHaHcoBU pecypcu.
KocBeHusm edekm we 6bge paskpuBaHe Ha HOBU pabomHu
Mecma U 2eHepupaHe Ha goxogu, noBuwaBawu XusHeHus
CMaHgapm Ha HaceAeHuemo B pailoHa.

HacvpyaBane Ha HayuyHou3caegoBamenckama u
UHOBaUUOHHA gellHoCM

Mpe3 2011 2. B8 CeBepou3moueH palioH ca u3BvpweHu 4,1%
om Bcuuku pasxogu 3a HPI 8 cmpaHama — 17 733 XuA. AB.
[lexom Ha HayyHo-uscregoBameackume pasxogu om BBI
Ha palioHa npes NOCAegHUME 20QUHU Beaeu MeHgeHuus Ha
HenpekocHamo, Makap u Mmaako, HapacmBaHe. pe3 2010
2. cmodHocmma my gocmuza 0,23%, kodmo npoueHm Bce
owle e mBbpge gaaey om noemus HAUUOHAAEH aH2XKUMeHM
no cmpameauama Ha EC ,EBpona 2020 u cbomBemHama
HauuoHaaHa npozpama 3a pepopmu Ha Penybauka boazapus
(2013-2015 2.) omHoCHO gsaa Ha paxogume 3a HAPL om BBI
8 pasmvep Ha 1,5% go 2020 .

Kamo patioH ¢ Bb3amokHocmu 3a pa3Bumue Ha Hay4Ho-npu-
AOXKHUME u3cAegBaHus, akmuBusupaHemo Ha cneuuduyHus
nomeHuuaan Ha MecmHume ukoHomuku 8 CUP we ce ocb-
wecmBsaBa kakmo Ha ocHoBama Ha mpaguuuoHHU, maka u
Ha ocHoBama Ha HoBu BucokomexHoAozu4HU Npou3BogemBa.
MAaHupa ce uszpakgaHe Ha Pe2UuOHaAHU Hay4YHO-NPUAOXKHU
U UHoBamuBHU ueHMPpoBe, peaAusupaHe Ha napmHbopcmBa
MexXgy YHUBEpCUMemU/Hay4YHU Op2aHu3auuu u npegnpuamu-
Ama/busHeca, ykpenBaHe Ha uHdpacmpykmypama 3a HAPL u
uHoBauuu BKA. Cb3gaBaHe Ha Hay4YHO-mMeXHOAO2UYHU napkoBe,
6usHecurkybamopu, ugHmpoBe 3a mpaHchep Ha 3HaHUA U gp.

06eguHaBaHemo Ha meXkgycekmopHume noaumuku 3a UH-
me2pupaHo ynpaBaeHue Ha kpalopeXHume 30HU, 3a Mopcko
HabalogeHue U Mopcko npocmpaHcmBeHO nNAaHupaHe, 3a
kopabocmpoeHe u mopcku mpaHcnopm, 3a pa3Bumue Ha
pubapcmBomo u akBakyamypume, we goBege go nocmuzaHe
Ha ycmodyuB ,cuH pacmexX” 8 CUP, 8 coomBemcmBue cbe
cvBpemeHHume u3uckBaHua Ha iimezpupatama mopcka no-
Aumuka Ha EC. iHmepBeHuuume wie 6bgam HacoueHu kom:

* Cb3gaBane Ha kabcmep om npucmaHuwa;

* Cb3gaBaHe Ha 6pe20Bu amaacu, npuAazaHe Ha mopckomo
npocmpaHcmBeH0 NAAHUPaHE;

* U3noA3BaHe Ha mopckume pecypcu Bv8 hapmaueBmuyHa-
ma U koamemuyHama uHgycmpus;

sis both of traditional and new, hich-tech production. There are
plans to establish regional scientific and innovative centers, to
establish partnerships between Universities/scientific organiza-
tions and the companies/business, to strengthen the R&D and
innovation infrastructure, incl. to create scientific and techno-
logical parks, business incubators, knowledge transfer centers,
etc..

The unification of the cross-sectoral policies for integrated
management of the coastal zones, for marine observation and
marine spatial planning, for shipbuilding and sea transport,
for development of the fisheries and aquacultures will lead to
achieving sustainable ,blue growth, in the NER in compliance
with the modern requirements of the EU Integrated Maritime
Policy. The interventions will be addressed towards:

« Establishing a cluster of ports;

« Creating coast atlas and applying the marine spatial planning;
« Using the sea resources in the pharmaceutical and cosmetics
industries;

 Promoting projects, developed jointly by scientific institutes
and companies and based on aquacultures and marine mineral
resources;

 Special marine observation and better coordinated regional
initiatives for the nautical and sea research;

« Applying environment-friendly and innovative technologies in
the ship repair and ship building;

« Integrated management of the coastal zone and fishery man-
agement;

« Supporting investment initiatives for renovation and establish-
ment of fishing ports, fishing villages, etc.

The promotion of the diversification of the economy of the rural
areas in the NER with the objective to improve the quality of life
in the villages and to achieve balanced regional development
requires the implementation of specialized measures and ac-
tivities. It is envisaged to create conditions for promoting the
entrepreneurship and to undertake actions for overcoming the
dependance of the local economies from the agricultural sec-
tor. The small and medium-size enterprises in the rural areas
will be supported in order to implement and use effectively the
information and communication technologies. It is planned to
create R&D innovation centers and to establish business incu-
bators in the smaller municipalities in the NER, where potential
is available.

Encouraging specific types of tourism based on natural, land-
scape and cultural values and events

As at 31.12.2012 the North East Region ranks second in the
country, following the South East Region as per level of tourist
development, measured by the accommodation indicator —
29,6% of the places for accommodation in the country, where
the number of the accommodation per night paid by tourists
is 32,7% of the total number for the country and the income
from the accommodation used is 29,8% of the total value for

* CMUMyAUpaHe Ha npoekmu, paspabomeHu CbBMECMHO om
HayyHU uHcmMumymu u dupmu, baupaHu Ha akBakyamypu u
Mopcku MuHepaaHu pecypcu;

* CneuuarHo mopcko HabalogeHue u no-koopguHupaHu peau-
OHaAHU UHuuuamuBu 3a mopenAaaBameackume u mopckume
uscaegBanus;

* npuAazaHe Ha eko uHoBamuBHU mexHorozuu B kopabope-
MOHMa u kopabocmpoeHemo;

* UHMe2pupaHo ynpaBaeHue Ha kpalbpexkHama 30Ha u ynpa-
BAeHUE Ha pubonoBa;

* N0gNOMazaHe Ha UHBECMUUUOHHU UHUUUAmuBu 3a 06HO-
BABaHe U u3zpakgaHe Ha pubapcku npucmaHuwa, pubapcku
ceauwa u gp.

HacbpyaBanemo Ha guBepcudukauuama Ha ukoHomukama Ha
cenckume paioHu 8 CUP, ¢ uea nogotpaBate kayecmBomo Ha
»uBom B cenama u nocmuzaHe Ha 6araHCUpaHO pesuoHaAHO
pasBumue, usuckBa ga 6bgam npurazaHu CneuuaAusupaHu
mepku u getiHocmu. MMpegBukga ce ga 6bgam Cb3gageHu
ycAoBuA 3a cmuMyAUpaHe Ha npegnpuemMayecmBomo u npeg-
npuemu gedcmBus 3a npeogoAdBae Ha 3aBucumocmma Ha
mMecmHume ukoxomuku om azpapHus cekmop. Lle 6bgam
nognomozHamu MCI 8 ceackume patioHu 3a Bv3npuemare
u epekmuBHO u3noa3BaHe Ha UHGOPMAUUOHHUME U KOMYHU-
kauuoHHu mextonozauu. IMpegBuxkga ce cv3gaBaHe Ha UHOBa-
UUOHHU ueHmpoBe 3a pa3BodHa geliHocm U u3epakgaHe Ha
6u3sHec uHkybamopu 8 no-maaku obwuHu 8 CUP ¢ HaauueH
NOMEHUUaA.

Cmumyaupate Ha cneyuduytu BugoBe mypusbm, 6asupaHu
Ha NpupogHo-AaHgwadmHu u kyamypHu ueHHocmu u npo-
ABu

Kom 31.12.2012 2. CeBepousmoyHuam patioH e Ha Bmopo
mAcmo B8 cmpadama caeg OVIP no cmenen Ha mypucmuve-
cko pa3Bumue, uamepeHo ¢ 6pod Ha Aeeaama B mecmama 3a
HacmaHABaHe — 29,6% om Ae2rn0B8ama 6a3a Ha cmpaHama, ¢
6poll Ha peaausupaHume HowlyBku - 32,7% om obwus 6poil
32 cmpaHama u ¢ npuxogume om HowlyBkume - 29,8% om
obwama cmolHocm 3a cmpaHama. ToBa ce goaku uskatouu-
meAHo Ha kpalibpekHama mepumopus Ha paiioHa, kegemo ca
pa3nonoXkeHu Had-ampakmuBHume npupogHO-pekpeauloHHu
pecypcu. Mopagu moBa pa3Bumuemo Ha mypu3ma 8 palioHa
€ MH020 HepaBHomepHO. [paHuyewume ¢ Mopemo obaacmu
(Mobpuy u BapHa) u obwuHu (Labaa, KaBapHa, baruuk, Ak-
cakoBo, BapHa, [oaHu uudauk, ABpeH, baa) usnpeBapBam
CUAHO 0BAacCmume u 06uwuHUMe Bv8 BompewHocmma Ha pa-
{loHa no cmeneH Ha mypucmuyecko pasBumue. B 06aacmume
BapHa u [1obpuy ca koHueHmpupaHu Hag 97% om Ag2aama 8
cpegcmBama 3a mypucmuyecko nogcAOHABaHe U ce peaau-
3upam 6Au30 99% om npuxogume om HowlyBku Ha patioHa.
OcHoBeH gan umam 2pag BapHa u kpad6pexkHama uBuua Ha
ceBep om BapHa, kogemo ca pa3noAoXkeHu 2oAemMume mypuc-
muyecku komnaekcu ¢ 0CHOBHUA gAA Ha Ae2A0Bama 6a3a - k.k.
,3hamHu nAcouu’, k.. ,AneeHa’, k.k. ,C8. CB. KoHcmaHmuH u

the country. This is due exclusively to the coastal territory of the
region, where the most attractive natural and recreation resourc-
es are located. As a result of this fact the development of the
tourism in the region is very unbalanced. The coastal regions
of Dobrich and Varna and the coastal municipalities of Shabla,
Kavarna, Balchik, Aksakovo, Varna, Dolni Tchiflik, Avren, Byala
are far ahead of the inland regions and municipalities as per level
of tourism development. More than 97% of the accommodation
is concentrated in the regions of Varna and Dobrich and approx-
imately 99% of the income from accommodation is generated
in these regions. The main share have the city of Varna and
the coastal area north of Varna, where the large tourist resorts
are located, providing the main accommodation base — Golden
Sands resort, Albena resort, Sv.sv.Konstantin and Elena resort.
South of Varna are located less developed tourist areas - Var-
na-South, Kamchia, Shkorpilovtci and the town of Byala, where
there is lower tourist flow and serious potential for future tourist
flow. The share of the regions of Shumen and Targovishte and of
the municipalities in the hinterland is insignificant.

The development of the tourism in the North East Region is relat-
ed to extreme concentration of tourists and material base along
the coast, mainly on the territory of the municipality of Varna and
municipality of Balchik. In some tourist centers, for example the
resorts Golden Sands and Sv.sv.Konstantin and Elena, the con-
struction is extremely intensive and the recreation environment
has extremely urbanized features. The most further North ter-
ritories of the Black Sea Coast, covering the coastal part of the
region of Dobrich are very well preserved in its natural way and
are protected from urbanistic tourist development. With view to
the less developed, but very rich coastal tourist resources in the
municipality of Shabla it is envisaged to be used in a moderate,
environment-friendly way, without extreme concentration.

Despite the intensive tourist development of the sea coast there
are still many resources, which are not used and opportunities,
which are not fully used. These are the mineral springs and the
many valuable sites — monuments of the natural and cultural her-
ritage along the coast and inland, in the hinterland, as well as the
cultural sites and entertainment attractions of the city of Varna,
which provide opportunity to diversify the sea recreation.

The immovable cultural attractions in the region are 3 180. The
Madara Rider monument in the municipality of Shumen is the
only monumental stone relief of VIII century in Europe. It has
world importance and is included in the World Cultural Herritage
List under the aegis of UNESCO.

There are 8 national historic and archeological reserves — the
territory of the inner town of Pliska; the territory of the Middle
Age town of Preslav; the area east of the village of Madara; ru-
ins of the ancient town of Marcianopolis near the village Reka,
Devnya, region of Varna, archeological reserve; the ancient town
of Odessos, Varna, archeological reserve; the locality Yailata,
town of Kavarna, region of Dobrich; the ancient and Middle Age
fortress Kaliakra and its belonging territory and aquatory, village
of Balgarevo, municipality of Kavarna, region of Dobrich, arche-
ological reserve.

Among the immovable cultural sites of national importance
the main ones are: Architectural and park complex The Palace,
town of Balchik; Ancient temple of Kibela, town of Balchik; Ear-
ly-Christian Basilica Djanavar Tepe, city of Varna; The historic
centre of the Sea Garden, city of Varna; Late-ancient protective
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EneHa“. Ha loz om BapHa ce Hamupam no-caabo pasBumume
kypopmHu 30HU ,BapHa-toe®, ,Kamuua®, ,LLkopnuaoBuu“ u 2p.
BAna, kogemo uma no-cAabo mypucmuyecko HamoBapBaHe u
CEPUO3HU NOMEHUUaAU 3a bbgewo mypucmuyecko ycBoaBa-
He. [lexom Ha obracmume LUymveH u Top2oBuwie U Ha 06wu-
HUME OM XUHMEPAAHJa Ha palioHa e He3HAYUMEAEH.

Pa3Bumuemo Ha mypu3ma 8 CeBepou3moyHus palioH e cBop-
3aH0 ¢ npekomepHa KOHUeHmpauus Ha mypucmu u Mamepu-
anHa 6asa no kpalibpeXkuemo, Hal-Beye Ha mepumopuAma Ha
0bwuHa Bapha u obwuHa baniuk. B Hakou mypucmuuecku
ueHmpoBe, kamo Hanpumep mypucmuyeckume komnaekcu
»3hamHu nAacouu“ u,C8. CB. Koncmanmun u EaeHa’, ce cmuza
g0 npekoMepHO UHMEH3UBHO 3acmposBaHe U nogyepmaqo
ypbaHusupaH xapakmep Ha kypopmxama cpega. Hat-ceBep-
HUME mepumopuu Ha YepHoMopuemo, 3aeMawiu kpadbpex-
Hama yacm Ha obaacm [lo6puy, ca MakCuMaAHO CoXpaHeHU
B8 cBoA ecmecmBeH Bug U ca npegnaseHu om ypbaHUCMuYHO
mypucmuyecko pasBumue. 3a Bce owe cAabo ycBoeHume,
HO MH020 6oeamu kpalbpeXHu mypucmuuyecku pecypcu 8
obwuHa LLlabaa ce npegBukga ga 6bgam ycBoABaHU No eguH
no-yMepeH U wagau, cpegama HauuH, 6e3 npekomepHu KoH-
UeHmpauuu.

Bobnpeku uHmeH3uBHomo mypucmuyecko pa3Bumue Ha
kpatibpeXkuemo, cowecmByBam peguua HeycBoeHu pecypcu
U HeHanbAHO U3n0oA3BaHu BvamoXHocmu. TakuBa ca MuHe-
paAHUMe u3Bopu U MHO206pOTdHUME CMOUHOCMHU 0bekmu
— NamMemHuuu Ha NpupogHomo u kyamypHomo HacaegcmBo
no kpadibpexkuemo u HaBompe B XuHmepAaHga, kakmo u kya-
mypHume u pasBrekameaHume obekmu Ha 2pag BapHa, kou-
mo npegaazam Bo3moXkHocm 3a 0602amaABaHe Ha noyuBkama
Ha Mope.

HegBwkumume kyamypHu ueHHocmu B palioHa HabposBam
3 180. MamemHuk ,Magapckuam koHHUK" B obwuHa LLymeH
e eguHcmBeH B EBpona MoHymeHmaneH kameHeH peaed om
VIl 8.. Toi e om cBemoBHO 3HaueHue u e BkaloueH B Aucma-
ma Ha cBemoBHOmMO kyamypHO HacAegcmBo nog eaugama Ha
IOHECKO.

060co6eHU ca 8 HauuoHaAHU ucmopuko-apxeonozuyecku pe-
3epBamu - mepumopusma Ha BompewHus 2pag Ha lMaucka;
mepumopusma Ha cpegHoBekoBHus 2pag lMpecaad; palioHom,
usmoyHo om c. Magapa; ocmanku Ha aHmuyHuA 2pag Mapuu-
aHonoAuc kpad c. Peka, [1eBHs, 06A. BapHa, apxeonozuyecku
pesepBam; aHmuyHuAM 2pag Ogecoc, BapHa, apxeoroaudecku
pe3epBam; mecmHocm ,Aliaama’“, 2p. KaBapHa, 06A. [obpuy;
aHmuyHama u cpegHoBekoBHa kpenocm ,Kaauakpa“ u npune-
»kawama G mepumopua u akBamopus, c. bbazapeBo, obul.
KaBapHa, 06A. [1obpuy, apxeoroauyecku pesepBam.

Om HegBukumume KyAmypHU UEHHOCMU C HAUUOHAAHO 3Ha-
yeHue ce omkposBam: ApxumekmypHo-napko8 komnaekc
LBopeua“, 2p. banyuk; AHmuyeH xpam Ha Kubeaa, 2p. banduk;
PaHHo xpucmusaHckama 6asuauka [hkaHaBap mene, 2p. BapHa;
lcmopuyeckomo Agpo Ha mopckama 2paguHa, 2p. BapHa;
KocHoaHmuyHa 3awumHa cmeHa Xemcku nopmu, 06w, [JoAHu
yudauk; Mpaucmopuyeckomo ceauwe ,LLlabaa-fypankynak”,
06w, LWabaa u gp. C 20AaM nomeHuuaa, HO HEgOCMaMbYHO
NpoyYeHU ca ckarHume MaHacmupu npu c¢. Kpenua, obuw.
Onaka (06A. Top2oBuwe) u c. OHozyp, 06w, TepBen (0BA.
[o6puy).

wall Hemski porti, municipality of Dolni Chiflik; Prehistoric vil-
lage Shabla — Durankulak, municipality of Shabla, etc. With high
potential, but not sufficiently studied are the rock monasteries
at the village of Krepcha, municipality of Opaka, region of Tar-
govishte and village of Onogur, municipality of Tervel, region of
Dobrich.

The Region is rich of cultural routes/corridors. Through its ter-
ritory pass the European Danube cultural route, the European
Region of the countries of the Black Sea basin, the Eastern
Cross-Balcanic cultural route, Via Pontica cultural corridor, the
European routes of Jewish herritage.

Numerous cultural events of international and national impor-
tance take place in the North East Region. In the city of Varna
only there are more than 15 international festivals, the most
popular of which are: The International Music Festival Varna
Summer, The International Ballet Competition, The International
Drama Festival Varna Summer, The International Jazz Festival
Varna Summer, The International Folklore Festival, The Interna-
tional Festival of Short Movies, The International Film Festival
Love is madness, The International Choir Competition in May
Prof.G.Dimitrov, The International Biennale of Graphic Art,
Ethnic Groups' Festival, Biennale of Visual Arts August in the
Art, International Festival of Cartoons, Festival of the Bulgarian
Film Golden Rose, International Festival of Puppet Art Gold-
en Dolphin, etc. Popular cultural events in the other regional
centers are: in the town of Shumen — Drumev Drama Festival
New Bulgarian Drama, National Children Drama Days, National
Competition for Performing Hungarian and Bulgarian literature,
Traditional Folklore Fair Evenings in Divdyadovo, National Shool
Choir Feasts, International Competition for pianists and violin-
ists Pancho Vladigerov, National Art Plainair, National Students
Literature Competition, Music Feast Madara Rider, International
Folklore Festival within Varna Summer; in the town of Dobrich —
International Youth Music Festival Dobrich - Albena, European
Pop-Rock Competition, Dobrich, International Music Festival,
International Plainair The Paper; in the town of Targovishte —
Feast of women’s and girls’ choirs, Drama Festival, International
Festval of professional performances for kids. It is necessary
to note the positive experience of the town of Kavarna, where,
on the basis of the existing potential of cultural and natural at-
tractions, as a complex product the Rock Festival Kavarna Rock
Fest has been created in the recent years (after 2001), which
gathers celebrites of the international rock stage and audience
from all over the world.

Unifying the coastal territory and the hinterland of the region
in a unique tourist system

With the purpose of stretching the tourist season and diversify-
ing the tourist image of the NER measures and activities have
been planned, which are addressed to the optimal use of the
natural and antropogenetic conditions and resources in the re-
gion. The diversification of the sea tourism may be done through
offering various tourist packages with options to combine golf,
under water archeology and yacht tourism, combined with vis-
its to cultural and natural attractions in the inland region. In the
further hinterland the diversification of the tourist supply will be
based mainly on the rich cultural herritage and the development
of information tourism supported by other recreation and tourist
activities on the territory of the remote municipalities — devel-
opment also of the rural, adventure, hunting and other types of

PeauoHbm e HacumeH ¢ kyamypHu ,mbmuwia‘/kopugopu. Mpes
mepumopuAma My npemuHaBa eBponedckuam [yHaBcku
kyamypen mapwpym, EBponelickuam pezauoH Ha cmpaHume
om YepHomopckua 6acedH, 3mouxusam TpaHc-6ankaHcku
kyamypen mapwpym, kyamypausm kopugop ,Bua Mormuka®,
EBponetickume nbmuwa Ha e8pelickomo HacaegcmBo.

B CUP ce npoBexkgam u mHokecmBo KyamypHu cobumus ¢
MeXkgyHapogHO U HaUUOHaAHO 3HaveHue. Camo B 2p. BapHa ce
npoBexkgam Hag 15 meXkgyHapogHu decmuBana no-usBecm-
HU, om koumo ca MexXgyHapogHuam my3ukaneH GecmuBan
,BapHeHcko Aamo*, MexkgyHapogHuam 6anemeH konkypc,
MexkgyHapogHusm meampaneH decmuBan ,BapHeHcko Aamo*,
MexgyHapogHuam @ka3 ¢ecmuBan ,BapHeHcko AAmMO",
MexgyHapogHuam doakaoper decmuBan, MeXkgyHapogHuam
(decmuBan Ha kocomempakHomo kuxo, MexkgyHapogHuam
(huamoB decmuBan ,AloboBma e aygocm*, MexkgyHapogHUAm
maicku xopo8 koxkypc ,Mpod.I.JumumpoB”, MexgyHapogHo
6ueHane Ha epaukama, (Becmuea/\ Ha emHocume, bueHane
Ha BusyaaHume uskycmBa ,AB2ycm 8 uskycmBomo*, MexXgy-
HapogeH decmuBaA Ha aHumauuoHHume Quamu, PecmuBaa
Ha Gbaeapckus duam ,3namHama posa’, MekgyHapogeH
(hecmuBan Ha kykneHomo uskycmBo ,3AamHuAm geAaQuHu
gp. MonyAspHu kyAmypHU nposABu B ocmaHaAume 0bAaCMHU
ueHmpoBe Ha paiioHa ca: 8 epag LLymet - [IpymeBu meampaa-
HU npasHuuu ,HoBa Gbacapcka gpama“, HauuoHaaHu gemcku
meampaAHu gHU, HauuoHaneH konkypc 3a U3NbAHEHUE Ha
yHeapcka u bbazapcka aumepamypa, TpaguuuoHeH HapogeH
cvbop ,Ha BeuepHuk 8 [uBgagoBo”, HauuoHaAHU yueHuuecku
xopoBu npasHuuu, MeXgyHapogeH konkypc 3a nuasucmu u
uuzyaapu ,MaHyo BaagueepoB”, HauuoHareH naeHep no u-
Bonuc, HauuoHaneH cmygeHmcku AumepamypeH koHkypc,
MysukaaHu gHu ,Magapcku korHuk®, MexgyHapogeH ¢on-
knopeH dpecmuBan 8 pamkume Ha ,BapHeHcko aamo’; 8 2pag
Hobpuy - MekgyHapogeH maagexkku mysukareH decmuBan
Hobpuy-ArbeHa“, EBponelicku non-pok koHkypc, [o6puy,
MexkgyHapogeH my3ukaneH pecmuBan, MexkgyHapogeH naeHep
Xapmusama’; 8 2pag TopeoBuwe - MpasHuuu Ha XeHckume u
geBuyeckume xopoBe, Teampanen GecmuBan, MeXgyHapogeH
(hecmuBaa Ha npodecuoHaaHu cnekmakau 3a geua. 3a omoe-
AA3BaHe e noAokUMeAHUAM onum Ha 2pag KaBapHa, kogemo
Ha 0cHoBama Ha cblecmByBawua nomeHuuas om KyamypHu
U NpupogHU ugHHOCcmMU, kamo eguH komnaekceH npogykm, 8
nocAegHume 20guHu (caeg 2001 2.) ce cb3gage pok GpecmuBa-

tourism will be sought after. The objective is to achieve unique
tourist identity of the North East Region by means of including
also territories outside the well known tourist centers.

For the complete and sustainable use of the tourist resources
and sites of the region actions have been planned in several
directions:

« Improving the infrastructure — transport, engineering, social
and tourist;

« Institutional coordination — between administrations and com-
panies in the sector of tourism;

 Marketing of regional tourist products and developing the po-
tential of new destinations.

Priority ,,Environment protection in the Region and careful use
of the territorial resources”

Implementing environment protection measures in the ex-
traction industry in land and in the aquatory and in localiza-
tion of installations for renewable energy sources

The territory of the region is relatively well preserved as far
as the environment is concerned. Problematic areas are the
landslips near Varna and Balchik, the wind erosion and the sea
abrasion. The condition of the environment has favorable char-
acteristics and most of the monitored parameters are lower than
the level of the acceptable standards, excluding some places,
particularly Varna-Devnya production complex.

Areas with polluted air in the NER are the aglomerate of Varna
(municipalities of Varna, Aksakovo, Devnya and Beloslav) and
municipalities of Dobrich, Shumen and Provadia. Signifficant
contribution to the air polution has the general use of solid fuel
for household heating and transport.

The relative share of non-treated waste waters compared to the
total volume of waste water in the North East Region is 28%,
which is higher than the average for the country (24,8%). The
highest are the figures for the region of Targovishte — 41,3% and
for the region of Varna — 35%. Signifficantly lower is the share of
non-treated waste water in the regions of Shumen —12,4% and
Dobrich — 4,3%. From the surface waters the most polluted are
the rivers of Kamchia and Devnenska. The sea water in the bay
of Varna and in front of the outflow of Kamchia are among the
most polluted ones in the Bulgarian section.

CTpYKTypa Ha MKOHOMMKaTa B CeBepomU3TOuEH paitoH/

Economic structure in North-east region

B CeKTOp Ha ycnyrute,
Services sector

B CeKTop Ha MHAYCTpUATa,
Production sector

[ CeKTOp Ha Ce/ICKOTO CTOMAHCTBO,
Agriculture sector

M3moyHuk BBI: Micmumym 3a nasapHa ukoHomuka, 2009 2./ Source GDP: Institute for market economy
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Nom ,KaBapHa pok ¢pecm*, kodmo npuBauya 3HameHumocmu
om cBemoBHama pok cueHa u nybauka om uaa cBam.

06B8vp3Bane Ha kpalbpeXkHama mepumopus u XUHMEpAaH-
ga Ha pailona 8 egunHa mypucmuyecka cucmema

C uen ygbnkaBaHe Ha mypucmuyeckus Ce30H U pa3Ho0bpass-
BaHe Ha mypucmuyeckus 0bauk Ha CUP ce naaHupam mepku
U geliHOCMU, HACOYeHU koM OnMUManHOmMO U3noA3BaHe Ha
NPUPOGHUME U aHMPONO2EHHUME gageHocmu U pecypcu 8
patioHa. 0602amaABaHemo Ha mopckua mypu3sbM MoXe ga ce
ocoliecmBu Ype3 npegaazaHe Ha pasAudHU mypucmuyecku
nakemu ¢ BoamoxkHocm 3a kombuHupate Ha 20A¢, nogBog-
Ha apxXeoAo2us U AXMEH Mypu3bM, Cb4emaHu C NOCEWeHuUs
32 3ano3HaBaHe C KyAmypHU U NpupogHuU ueHHocmu BvB
BompewHocmma Ha padioHa. B no-ganeyHus XuHmepAaHg
pa3HoobpasaBaHemo Ha mypucmuyeckomo npegaazaqe we
ce onupa Hal-Beye Ha 6ozamomo kyamypHo HacaegcmBo u
pa3Bumuemo Ha no3HaBameaeH mypusbM, nogkpeneH u om
gpyau pekpeauuoHHo-mypucmuyecku gedHocmu 8 mepu-
mopuAma Ha no-omgaAeyeHume om bpeza 0bWUHU — We ce
mbpcu pasBumue u Ha ceackus, npukatoueHcku, AoBeH u gp.
BugoBe mypusbm. LieAma e nocmuaate Ha eguHHa mypucmu-
yecka ugeHmuyHocm Ha CeBepousmoyeH patioH Ype3 Bkalou-
BaHe u Ha mepumopuu u3BbH ymBopgeHume mypucmuyecku
ueHmpoBe.

3a nbAHOMO U yemoQ4uBo onoA3omBopABaHe Ha mypucmu-
yeckume pecypcu u 0bekmu 8 palioHa ce nAaHupam gedcmBus
B8 HAkoAko HanpaBaeHus:

* nogobpABaHe Ha uHGpacmpykmypama — mpaHcnopmHa,
UHXKEHEPHA, CoUUaAHa u mypucmudecka;

* UHCMUMYUUOHaAHa koopguHauua — Mexkgy agmuHucmpa-
uuu u pupmu 8 mypusma;

e MapkemuHz Ha pe2uoHaAHu mypucmuyecku npogykmu u
pa3pabomBaHe nomeHuuana Ha HOBU gecmuHauuu.

MpunazaHe Ha mepku 3a ona3BaHe Ha cpegama npu go6uB-
Hama uHgycmpuA Ha cywama u 8 akBamopuama u npu ao-
kanusupane Ha uicmanauuu 3a BEU

Tepumopuama Ha paiioHa e OmMHOCUMeAHO 3anaseHa B8 eko-
AO2UYHO OmHOweHue. IMpobAeMHU 30HU ca cBrayuwama 8
pallona Ha Bapna u baaduk, BempoBama epo3us u Mopckama
abpasus. CbcmosHuemo Ha okoaHama cpega e ¢ baazonpu-
AmMHU xapakmepucmuku u noBeyemo om HabalogaBaHume
napamempu ca no-Hucku om HuBomo Ha gonycmumume
cmagapmu, ¢ uskatoyeHue Ha Hakou Mecma u Had-Beye Bap-
HeHcko-[eBHenckus npousBogecmBeH komnaekc.

Kamo 30HU cbe 3amvopceH ammocdepeH Bv3gyx 8 CUP ce on-
pegeadm aznomMepauuama Bapha (obwuHa Bapha, AkcakoBo,
[leBHa u benocaaB) u obwuru [fobpuy, Lymen u MpoBagus.
CobuiecmBeH npuHoc 3a 3aMbpcABaHemo Ha Bb3gyxa ¢ (%I'H
uma wupokomo u3noa3BaHe Ha mBbpgu 2opuBa 3a bumoBo
OMONAEHUE U mpaxcnopm.

OmHocumeAHUAM gaA Ha HenpeyucmeHume omnagHu Bogu
cnpAMO 06bwuA 06em 3aycmeHa omnagHa Boga 8 CeBepo-
U3mOoYyeH patioH e 28%, no-Bucok om CpegHUA 3a cmpaHama

During the recent years there is a trend to reduce the pollution
of the land and soil also due to the fact that illegal dung-hills
are subject to gradual closure and recultivation. The soil in the
regions of Shumen and Targovishte is among the least polluted
and unharmed in the whole country.

The natural and geographic features of the region define the
character of its territory — relatively big share for the agricultural
land (68,7 %) and respectively — small share of the forest terri-
tories (23,3 %) whereas the average for the country is 33,6%.
The share of the urbanized territories is the highest compared to
the rest of the NUTS 2 level regions — 5,9% whereas the aver-
age for the country is 5%. At the same time the region has the
lowest share of the protected natural territories compared to the
other regions — only 1,11% whereas the average for the country
is 5,2 %. The identified protected areas under Natura 2000 are
not a lot either — 26,5% whereas the average for the country is
33,9%. The highest is the share of the protected territories and
protected areas in the regions of Varna and Dobrich. Only in the
region of Varna the share of the protected areas is higher - 46%.
Extremely low is the share of the protected territories (0,09%)
and of the protected areas (8,3%) in the region of Targovishte.

In order to improve the environmental conditions in the region
measures will be undertaken to implement monitoring systems
for protection from floods, landslips and sea abrasion and to
establish coast-protecting and coast-stregthening facilities in
the coastal municipalities. A regular monitoring of the Black Sea
aquatory is envisaged with the purpose of defining measures
for preventing the pollution and extreme exploitation of the fish
resources. Risk prevention management will contribute to en-
suring sustainable and safe environment, favorable for the life
and health of the people and for the development of the tourism
and other economic activities in the North East Region.

Preventive measures for dealing with climate changes and
natural disasters

In the general assessment of the EU regions according to the
level of vulnerability to the development challenges until 2020
— the globalization, climate changes, demographic changes and
energy dependance, the North East Region is assessed as a
region with a very high level of vulnerability on all four chal-
lenges. There is an increased risk of drought, wind erosion, sea
abrasion and activation of the landslip activity. Adaptation to the
climate changes is of signifficant importance for the North East
Region in order to prevent their negative impact on the agricul-
ture and forestry, development of the tourism, fisheries, power
generation, condition of the water resources and of the general
biological balance in the region.

The planned measures and activities related to reducing the
impact of the climate changes on the implementation of the
sectoral policies in the region will be complex. Projects will be
supported for increasing the share of the power generation from
renewable energy sources in the region and for increasing the
consumption of natural gas, for limiting the harmful substanc-
es‘ emissions from the industrial sites and for technological
modernization of the production processes, for reducing the
emissions from the transport and optimization of the transport
schemes, for increasing the energy efficiency and construction
of new parking lots and bycicle alleys, for constructing and re-
constructing water treatment facilities. It is envisaged to imple-

(24,8%). C Hal-Bucok gaa ca obaacm Topz2oBuwe — 41,3%
U 0baacm BapHa — 35%. 3Ha4umeAHo no-mManbk € genom Ha
HenpeyucmeHume omnagHu Bogu 8 obaacmume LLymeH —
12,4% u odpuy — 4,3%. Om noBbpxHocmHume Bogu Had-3a-
MbpceHu ca pekume Kamyus u [1eBHercka. Mopckume Bogu
BB BapHeHckua 3aAuB u npeg ycmuemo Ha Kamuua ca cpeg
Hail-3aMbpceHume 8 bbazapckua yyacmok.

Mpes nocaegHume 20guHu ce HabalogaBa meHgeHuua 3a Ha-
MaAABaHe Ha 3aMbpcABaHemo Ha 3emume u noyBume u nopa-
gu akma, ye cmaBa noemanHo 3akpuBaHe u pekyamuBauus
Ha HepeaaaveHmupaHu cvemuwia. MoyBume B Lymencka u
TopeoBuuika obaacmu ca egHu Om Had-He3aMbpCeHume U
HeyBpegeHu B cmpaxama.

Mpupogo-2eozpackume ocobeHocmu Ha palioHa onpegeasm
xapakmepa Ha mepumopusama My - CpaBHUMEAHO 20AM gAA
Ha 3emegeackume mepumopuu (68,7 %) u pecnekmuBHo —
Manok gaa Ha 2opckume mepumopuu (23,3 %) npu CpegHo 3a
cmpaHama 33,6%. [lexbm Ha ypbaHu3upaHume mepumopuu
e Hal-Bucok B cpaBHeHue ¢ ocmaHaaume palioHu om HuBo
2 —5,9% npu cpegHo 3a cmpaHama 5%. B cobwomo Bpeme
palloHom uma Hal-Manbk gaA Ha 3aLUMEeHUMeE NPUPOgHU me-
pumopuu B cpaBHeHue ¢ gpyaume palioHu — camo 1,11% npu
CpegHo 3a cmpaHama 5,2 %. He ca MH020 u onpegeAeHume
3awumeHu 30HU no Hamypa 2000 - 26,5% npu cpegHo 3a
cmpaHama 33,9%. C Hal-Bucok gaA Ha 3awumeHume mepu-
MOpUU U 3aWUmeHume 30HU ca obaacmume BapHa u lobpuy.
EguHcmBeHo B 0bAacm BapHa geabm Ha 3awumeHume 30HU €
no-Bucok - 46%. Vi3kalouumeaHo Hucok e geabm Ha 3awume-
Hume mepumopuu (0,09%) u Ha 3awumeHume 30Hu (8,3%) 8
obaacm TopzoBuwe.

3a nogobpsaBaHe Ha ekonozuyHume ycaoBus B palioHa, we ce
npegnpuemam mepku 3a BHegpaBaHe HAa MOHUMOPUH208U
cucmemu 3a npegnasBaqe om HaBogHeHus, cBAauuwa u Mop-
cka abpasus u uszpakgaHe Ha bpe2o3auumHu u bpezoykpen-
Bawu cvopwkeHus 8 kpaibpekHume obuwiuHu. MpegBukga ce
nepuoguyeH MOHUMOPUH2 Ha YepHomopckama akBamopus ¢
02Aeg onpegeAaHe Ha Mepku 3a npegomBpamaBaHe Ha 3amop-
cABaHuAama u cBpbxekcnaoamauuAma Ha pubHUMe pecypeu.
YnpaBaeHuemo Ha npeBeHuuume Ha pucka wie gonpuHece 3a
ocuzypsBaHe Ha ycmodyuBa u cuzypHa cpega 3a XuBoma u
3gpaBemo Ha xopama u 3a pasBumuemo Ha mypusma u gpy-
2ume ukoHoMuyecku gedHocmu 8 CeBepousmoyeH paloH.

MpeBanmuBHu mepku 3a cnpaBane ¢ ka\uMamuyHu npoMeHu
U npupogHu 6egcmBusa

B obwama oueHka Ha peauoHume Ha EC no cmeneH Ha yAs-
Bumocm kom npegu3BukameacmBama npeg pa3Bumuemo
go 2020 2. - 2n0banu3auuAma, KAUMamuyHUME NPOMEHU,
gemozpadckume npoMeHu U eHepeuliHama 3aBucumocm,
CeBepousmoyHuAm palioH ce oueHABa kamo patioH ¢ MHO20
Bucoka cmeneH Ha ya3Bumocm u no Yemupume npegu3Bu-
kameacmBa. MoBuweH e puckbm om 3acywaBaHe, BempoBa
epo3us, Mopcka abpasus u akmuBuaupaHe Ha cBAayuHama
geaHocm. Aganmauuama KoM KaumamuyHume npomeHu e
om couiecmBeHo 3HaveHue 3a CVIP, ¢ uen npegomBpamsaBate
Ha HezamuBHOmMO uM BAuAHUE Bbpxy ceackomo u 2opckomo
cmonaHcmBo, pa3Bumuemo Ha mypu3ma, pubapcmBomo,
npousBogcmBomo Ha eHepaus, CbCmMOAHUEMO Ha BogHUMe

ment programmes for environment-friendly plant-growing and
stock-breading with the purpose of limiting the degradation of
the land and soil and protection and rehabilitation of the biodi-
versity in the region.

Encouraging the labor mobility in order to increase the level
of employment and income

The indicators for general demographic development of the
North East Region place it in a relatively more favorable position
compared to the majority of the other regions, since the better
opportunities for employment and professional career in the
area of the city of Varna attract more young people from other
parts of the country, especially during the active tourist season.
The North East Region ranks fourth among the NUTS 2 level
regions in Bulgaria as per number of the population - 66 097
inhabitants as at 01.02.2011, which constitutes 13,1% of the
population of the country. With respect to the distribution of the
population at regional level there is clear mishalance between
the region of Varna and the other regions. The population of the
region of Varna as at the beginning of 2011 was 475 074 (6,5%
of the population of the country and 49,2% of the population of
the region). Among the other regions the region of Dobrich and
the region of Shumen have relatively larger number of population
and the region of Targovishte has the smallest number. During
the period between the two censuses only the population of the
region of Varna has increased — by 13 061 inhabitants (2,8%).

The natural population growth in the North East Region for year
2011 follows the general trend for the country and continues be-
ing negative (-3,5%o). The lowest negative natural growth has
the region of Varna (-1,5%o), which is significantly below the
average for the country (-5,1%o0). With respect to the age struc-
ture of the population the unfavorable trends in the demographic
development, typical for the whole country, are valid here as
well. There is a continuing process of aging of the population,
which is expressed in reduction of the absolute number and the
relative share of the population under 15 and increase of the
absolute number and share of the population over 65 and older,
whereas the largest relative share of the population over 65 and
more is in the region of Targovishte - 19,5%.

With view to limiting the negative demographic and migration
processes main goal will be to create satisfying conditions for
the development and realization of the human resources in the
region, to increase the level of employment and income and to
improve the quality of the living environment.

As at 31.12.2012 the employment rate for the population in the
age group 20-64 in the NER is 58,9%, which is lower than the
average for the country (63%) and for EU-27 (68,5%). The high-
est employment rate for the population in the age group 15-64
is in the region of Dobrich — 58,3%, while the lowest one is in
the region of Targovishte — 53,9%. The unemployment rate in
the region is 18,2% (for year 2012), which is the highest among
the NUTS 2 level regions in the country and higher than the one
for EU -27 —10,5%. The region of Shumen is the region with the
highest unemployment rate in the whole country — 26,6%. The
figures for the other three regions are similar - around 15-16%.
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pecypcu U Ha 0bwomo buoro2uyHo paBHoBecue B patloHa.
lAaHupaHume mepku u getiHocmu, cBop3aHu cbe cMekyaBaHe
Ha BAUAHUEMO Ha kAUMamUYHUME NPOMEHU NPU peaausupaHe
Ha cekmopHume noaumuku B8 pafioHa, we umam komnaekceH
xapakmep. LLle cenogkpenam npoekmu 3a yBeauyaBaHe geaa
Ha npou3BogcmBomo Ha enekmpuuecka eHepzua om BEW 8
paiioHa u 3a yBeauyaBaHe Ha NOMpebAEHUEMO HA NPUPOgEH
2a3, 3a 02paHuyaBaxe Ha usnyckaHume 8 ammocgepHus Bb3-
gyX eMucuu Ha BpegHu BewecmBa om npomuLAeHUMe 06ek-
MU U 32 MEXHOAO2UYHO 06HOBAEHUE B npou3BogcmBeHume
npougecuy, 3a HamaaABaHe Ha emucuume om mpaHcnopma u
ONMUMU3UPaHe Ha MPaHCNOpPMHUME CXemu, 3a noBuLaBaHe
Ha eHepeulHama epekmuBHocm u 3a u3zpakgaHe Ha HOBU
napkuHau u BenocunegHu aAeu, 3a uszpaxkgade u pekoHcmpyk-
UUA Ha cbopbXkeHus 3a npeyucmBate Ha Bogume. MpegBukga
Ce PeaAusupaHemo Ha npozpamu 3a ekono2uuHO 3emegeaue
u kuBomHoBbgcmBo, C UeA HamaAaBaHe geepagauusma Ha
3emMume U noyBume U 3a ona3BaHe U Bb3cmaHoBABaHe Ha
6uopa3Ho06bpa3uemo B patioHa.

Mpuopumem ,Mogo6pABaHe gocmuna go na3apa Ha mpyga,
3aemocmma u goxogume"

CmumyaupaHe Ha mpygoBama mo6uaHocm 3a yBeAuyaBaxe
paBHuwemo Ha 3aemocmma u goxogume

MNokasameaume 3a 06Wo gemozpadcko pasBumue Ha CeBepo-
U3MOYHUA palioH 20 nocmaBam B cpaBHUMEAHO No-6Aa2onpu-
AMHA No3uuuA cnpAamMo nNoBevemo gpyau padoHu, Mol kamo
no-zoreMume Bo3mMokHOCMU 3a 3aemocm U NPOQGecuoHan-
Ha peaausauus B palloHa Ha 2pag BapHa npuBAuuam noBeue
MAagu Xopa Om gpyau 4acmu Ha cmpaxama, 0cobeHo npe3
akmuBHus ce30H. CeBepousmoyHuAm padoH e Ha YemBbpmo
MACMO cpeg palloHume om HUBo 2 B Bvazapua no 6pol Ha
HaceneHuemo — 966 097 gywu kom 01.02.2011 2., koemo
npegcmaBaaBa 13,1% om HacereHUemO Ha cmpaHama. B
pasnpegereHUEMO HA HACEAeHUemO Ha 06AaCMHO HUBO Cb-
wecmByBa AcHO u3paseH gucbaraHc mexkgy obracm BapHa
U ocmaHaaume obaacmu. HaceneHuemo Ha obaacm BapHa
kom Hauanomo Ha 2011 2. e 475 074 (6,5% om HacereHUEMo
Ha cmpaHama u 49,2% om HaceAeHUemo Ha paioHa). Cpeg
gpyaume obaacmu B patioHa obaacm [Jobpuy u obracm LLy-
MeH Ca C OMHOCUMEAHO NO-20AAM 6pOll HaceAeHue, a 0baacm
Top2oBuue - ¢ Hal-manvk 6pod.3a nepuoga MeXkgy gBeme
npe6poABaHusA ce e yBeAu4UAD Camo HaceAeHUemo Ha 0baacm
BapHa - ¢ 13 061 gywu (2,8%).

EcmecmBeHusm npupacm Ha HaceaeHuemo 8 CeBepou3mou-
HUA padoH 3a 2011 2. cregBa 0bwama 3a cmpaHama meHgeH-
uusA u npogbakaBa ga e ompuuameneH (-3,5%o). Had-Hucbk
ompuuameneH ecmecmBeH npupacm B8 pafiona uma obaacm
BapHa (-1,5%o), kolimo e 3HaYumeAHo nog CpegHusA 3a cmpa-
Hama (-5,1%o). Mo omHoweHue Ha Bb3pacmoBama cmpyk-
mypa Ha HaceAeHUemo ce nomBbpkgaBam HebrazonpuAMHU-
me meHgeHuuu 8 gemozpaeckomo pasBumue, xapakmepHu
3a cmpaHama kamo usAo. Haauue e npogomkaBaw, npouec
Ha 3acmapABaHe Ha HaceaeHuemo, kodmo ce u3passBa 8
HamanfaBaHe Ha abcoAlomHuA Opod U OMHOCUMEAHUA gaA Ha
HacereHuemo nog 15 2oguHu u yBeauyaBaHe Ha 6posA u geaa
Ha HaceAeHuemo Ha 65 u noBeye 20guHU, kamo Hal-20AaM €
OMHOCUMEAHUAM gAA HA HaceAeHUemo Ha 65 u noBeye 2ogu-
HU B 0bracm Top2oBuwe - 19,5%.

The total income average per person in a household for 2010
in the North East Region is 3 315 BGN, whereas the average
figure for the country is 3 648 A8. The salary continues to be
the main source of income for the households with around 50
% of the total income.

With the purpose of opening more and more high quality jobs
activities are envisaged to improve the knowledge and skills of
the work force — promoting the life-long learning, improving the
vocational training of the employed people and gaining practical
experience by the students during the course of studies, foreign
languages training and training in information and communica-
tion technologies.

Achieving social integration of the disadvantaged groups

The integration of the highest possible number of people to the
labor market in the region requires special attention to the groups
with the lowest chances of inclusion, such as the young people,
disadvantaged groups and long-term unemployed people. The
unemployed people younger than 29 in the North East Region
are 8 688 people and 18 332 people are registered as long-term
unemployed people for longer than 1 year. Activities are envis-
aged related to new training (re-orientation) and requalification
of the employed people in the sectors where structural chang-
es are being implemented, promotion of the entrepreneurship,
development of open training systems regulating the vocational
training according to the needs of the regional labor market.

Priority ,Improving the quality and access to health, educa-
tion, social and cultural services and sports events”

The system of educational institutions in the North East Region
is relatively well developed. As at 12.2011 on the territory of the
region are located 355 educational institutions in total, where
the network covers 348 schools, one independent college, Six
universities and specialized degree-providing high schools — five
in the city of Varna and one in the town of Shumen. The existing
scientific potential outside the degree-providing institutions is
limited. The scientific institutes are located mainly on the territo-
ry of the region of Varna, respectively in the city of Varna there
are two institutes — the Institute of Oceanology at the Bulgarian
Academy of Science and the Institute of Fishing Resources at
the Agricultural Academy. There are two branches of institutes at
the Bulgarian Academy of Science — of the National Institute of
Meteorology and Hydrology and of the Institute of metal science,
equipment and technologies with Hydro-aerodynamics Center.

The net coefficient of the kindergarten attendance (measured
by the percentage of the kids attending nursery schools in the
age group 3-6) in the region is identical to the average for the
country, however, the region of Varna lags behind the average
indicators for the country and for the region. As of 01.02.2011
the number of the people with university degree in the North
East Region is 166 346 (18,5% of the population) and the region
ranks second in the country following the South West Region.
The number of the people with secondary school education
is 364 319 (40,5% of the population). The percentage of the
higher educated population in the region of Varna is the highest
due to the influence of the city of Varna, which has some of the
best educational characteristics of the population in the coun-
try (30,6% of the population of the city have university degree).
In the most unfavorable situation is the region of Targovishte,

C 02neg HamansBaHe Ha HezamuBHUME gemozpadeku u mMue-
PaUUOHHU Npouecu, 0CHOBHA UeA We 6bge Cb3gaBaHemo Ha
NogxogAWU ycAoBus 3a pa3Bumuemo U peaausauuama Ha 4yo-
Bewkume pecypcu 8 patioHa, yBeauuaBaHe Ha paBHuULLEMO Ha
3aemocmma u goxogume u nogobpABaHe Ha kauecmBomo Ha
»kusHeHama cpega.

Kom 31.12.2012 2. koeuuueHmbm Ha 3aemocm Ha Hacene-
Huemo Ha Bvapacm 20-64 2. 8 CUP Bb3ausa Ha 58,9% - no-Hu-
cobk om cpegHusA 3a cmpaHama (63%) u 3a EC-27 (68,5%).
Hai-Bucok e koeduuueHmbm Ha 3aemocm (Ha HaceAeHuemo
Ha Bv3pacm 15-64 2.) 8 obaacm [obpuy — 58,3%, a Hal-Hu-
cok — 8 0bracm Top20Buluie — 53,9%. PaBHuUWwemo Ha be3pa-
6omuua 8 palioHa e 18,2% (3a 2012 2.) — Hal-Bucoko cpeg
palloHume om HuBo 2 8 cmpaxama u no-8ucoko om moBa 3a
EC-27 — 10,5%. Obaacm LUymeH e obaacmma ¢ Had-Bucoka
6e3pabomuua B usrama cmpaHa — 26,6%. OcmaHaaume mpu
obaacmu ca ¢ 6ausku cmodHocmu okoao 15-16%.

06wuAm goxog CpegHo Ha Auug om gomakuHcmBomo 3a
2010 2. B8 CP e 3 315 AB., npu cpegHama 3a cmpaHama
cmolHocm — 3 648 AB. PabomHama 3anaama npogbakaBa ga
6obge 0cHOBeH u3mouHUk 3a goxogume Ha gomakuHcmBama ¢
okono 50 % om 06wus goxog.

C uer nocmuzaHe Ha noBeye u no-kauecmBeHu pabomHu Mec-
ma ce NAaHupam gedHocmu 3a nogobpsABaHe Ha 3HaHUAMA U
yMeHUAMa Ha pabomHama CuAa - HacbpyaBaHe Ha yyeHemo
npe3 ueauA »uBom, nogobpABaHe Ha npodecuoHarHama nog-
20moBka Ha 3aemume U npugo6uBaHe Ha npakmuyecku onum
0om yyawume npe3 Bpeme Ha 0byyeHuemo, uykgoesukoBo
06y4eHue U 0byyeHue NO UHPOPMAUUOHHU U KOMYHUKAUUOHHU
MeXHoAO2UU.

MocmuzaHe Ha couuanHa uHmezpauus Ha 2pynume 6
HepaBHocmoiHo nonokeHue

VlHme2pupaHemo Ha Bvb3mMOXHO Hali-20AAM 6poll xopa kom
nasapa Ha mpyga 8 palioHa usuckBa cneuuaaHo BHumaHue
kom 2pynume ¢ Hail-Hucka Bo3amokHocm 3a BkalouBane kamo
MAagexume, 2pynume 8 HepaBHOCMOUHO NOAOKEHUE U gbA-
20CpOYHO He3pabomHume. bespabomHume Auua Ha Bb3pacm
g0 29 2. 8 CUP ca 8 688 gywu, a 18 332 gywu ca peauc-
mpupaHu kamo goA20CpoYHO Be3pabomHu 3a noBeye om 1
20guHa. MpegBukgam ce geliHocmu, cBop3aHu ¢ NOBMOPHO
0byyeHue (npeopueHmauus) u npekBaaudukauus Ha 3aemume
8 cthepume, B koumo ce ocvwecmBaBam cmpykmypHu npo-
MeHU, Hacbp4aBaHe Ha npegnpuemayecmBomo, paspabomBa-

where only 11,5% of the population have university degree. The
scope of the group ,never attended school* numbers 11 989
people or 1,3% of the population age 7 and over. The highest
is the percentage of people that ,have never attended school”
in the regions of Dobrich (2,1%) and Targovishte (1,5%). The
lowest is the percentage of people who ,have never attended
school” in the region of Varna - 1%.

The health system in the NER is also relatively well developed
and in general satisfies the needs of medical aid in the region. As
at 31.12.2011 there are 37 hospitals on the territory of the re-
gion with total capacity of 4 617 hospital beds. The out-of-hos-
pital aid has 277 facilities — diagnostic and consultation centers,
dental centers, medical and diagnostic and technical labora-
tories, etc. In inter-regional aspect the large part of the health
network is concentrated in the region of Varna (city of Varna),
relatively smaller — in the regions of Dobrich and Shumen and
the smallest one — in the region of Targovishte.

The network of specialized institutions for social services in
the North East Region is relatively well developed, however,
the social services in the community are not equally balanced
between the various regions within NER. As at 31.09.2012 the
number of the specialized institutions, delegated by the State
activities (incl. homes for children deprived from parents’ care,
homes for children with mental backwardness, homes for chil-
dren with physical disabilities, homes for elderly people, homes
for elderly people with mental disorders, homes for elderly peo-
ple with dementia, homes for elderly people with physical dis-
abilities, homes for elderly people with mental backwardness)
on the territory of the region according to the data of the Social
Assistance Agency is 32 with total capacity of 1 773 people.
On the territory of the region of Varna function 12 specialized
institutions for children and people with total capacity of 605
places or 35% of the capacity of the functioning in the region
institutions belong to this region. As a result of the de-institu-
tionalization policy the number of the specialized institutions in
the region decreases, whereas the homes for children deprived
from parental care were 11 in year 2007 and in 2012 they are 9
with total capacity of 332 places, the homes for elderly people
with mental backwardness were 7 in 2007 and in 2012 are 5
with total capacity of 412 places.

In the NER are located 457 community centers, 6 libraries, 6
cinemas, 8 theaters, 8 municipal art galleries and 29 museums.

Taking into account the key role of the quality and access to edu-
cation, health services, social services, sport activities and cul-

KoeduumeHt Ha

KoeduumeHt Ha JAAn Ha HaceneHuero ¢

measured in
number of people

CesepowuatoueH paiioH/ North
East Region

BapHa/ Varna

Ao6puu/ Dobrich
Toprosuwe/ Turgoviste

LWymen/ Shoumen - 1sos2s

population 15 -
64 yearsin %

Bpoii Ha
3aeToCT Ha 6e3pabotuua Ha  Bucle obpas3oBaHue - % oT
HaceneHueto—
- HaceneHneTo HaceneHueto 15- Hace/NeHMeTo Ha Bb3pact
Ay 15-64r.-% 64r.-% Hap7r.
. . Employment Unemployment Proportion of people with a
Population size . .
P rate for rate for higher-education degree as

% of the population aged
over 7 years

population 15- 64
years in %

55.0 18.5
sa1 165 237
583 156 137
39 157 115
s49 288 145

U3moyHUK: HayuoHasneH cmamucmuyecku uHcmumym, Espocmam /Source: National Statistical Institute, Eurostat
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He Ha 0mBopeHU cucmemu 3a 00y4eHue, peayaupawiu npode-
CUOHaAHama nogeomoBka cnopeg HYXkgume Ha pe2uoHaAHus
nasap Ha mpyga.

Cucmemama om o6pa3oBameAHu UHcmumyuuu B8 CeBe-
pou3MOoYHUA palioH e cpaBHumeAHo gobpe pasBuma. Kom
31.12.2011 2. Ha mepumopusAma Ha patioHa ca pa3noAoKeHU
06wo 355 0bpazoBameAHu UHcMumyuuu, kamo mpexama
06xBawa 348 yyuauwa, eguH camocmosmeneH koaex, wecm
YHUBepcumema u cneyuaausupaqu Bucwu yquauwa — nem 8
2p. BapHa u egHo B 2p. LymeH. CowecmByBawusam HayueH
nomeHuuaa u3BoH BY3 e ozpaHuyeH. HayyHume uHcmumy-
MU 0CHOBHO Ca pa3noAOkKeHU HAa mepumopuAma Ha obaacm
BapHa, pecn. B8 2p. BapHa ca gB8a — ,/IHcmumymbvbm no oke-
aHonozus, koM BAH u “Hcmumymom no pubHu pecypcu”
kom CCA. Vima u gBa duauana Ha uHcmumymu koM BAH - Ha
“HauuoHaAHUA UHCMUMYM NO MEMEeOPOAC2UA U XUGPOAO2UA“ U
Ha “/lHcmumyma no Memano3HaHue, CbopKeHUA U MEXHOAD-
2uu“ ¢ Llenmop no xugpo u aepoguHamuka.

Hemuusm koeduuueHm Ha noceweHuama 8 gemckume epa-
QUHU (U3MEPEH Ype3 geAa Ha geuama, nocewaBawu gemeku
2paguHu Ha Bb3pacm 3-6 20guHu) B palioHa e ugeHmuyeH
CbC CpegHuUA 3a cmpaHama, HO obaacm BapHa uzocmaBa
0om cpegHume nokasameAu 3a cmpaHama u padoHa. Kom
01.02.2011 20guHa, 6poAm Ha Auuama ¢ Bucuue 06pa3oBaHue
8 CeBepousmoueH paloH e 166 346 (18,5% om HaceneHue-
mo), kamo padoHbm e Ha Bmopo mMAcmMo 8 cmpaHama cAeg
[03P. Auuama, 3aBbpuiuAu cpegHo 06pa3oBaHue, ca 364 319
(40,5% om HacengHuemo). [lexom Ha Bucokoobpa3oBaHomo
HaceAeHue B8 obracm BapHa e Hal-Bucok nopagu BAusHUEMO
Ha 2pag BapHa, kodmo uma egHu om Had-gobpume 06pa3o-
BameAHu xapakmepucmuku Ha HaceaeHuemo 8 cmpaHama
(30,6% om HaceneHuemo Ha 2paga e ¢ Bucwe 06pa3oBaHue).
B Hali-HebAazonpuAamHo nonokeHue e obaacm TopzoBuLue,
kogemo camo 11,5% om HaceaeHuemo e ¢ Bucwe o6pa-
308aHue. 06xBambm Ha epynama ,Hukoea HenocewaBaau
yyuauwe” e 11 989 gywu, uau 1,3% om HaceAeHUEMO Ha 7 u
noBeue HaBopuueHu 20guHu. Had-Bucok e geaobm Ha Auua ,Hu-
koza HenocewaBan yquauwe* 8 obaacmume [obpuy (2,1%),
u Top2oBuwe (1,5%). Hal-Hucok e genom Ha Auua ,Hukoza
Henocewataa yyuAule” 8 obaacm BapHa - 1%.

Cucmemama Ha 3gpaBeona3BaHemo 8 CUP cowo e cpaBHu-
MeAHO gobpe pasBuma u kamo uaro nokpuBa Hykgume om
3gpaBHa nomouw, Ha peauoHa. Kom 31.12.2011 2. Ha mepu-
mopuAma Ha palioHa ce Hamupam 37 60AHUYHU 3aBegeHus ¢
kanauumem o06wo 4 617 Aeena. 13BoHO0AHUYHAMA NOMOLL,
pasnonaza ¢ 277 3a8egeHus — guagHocmuy4Ho-koHcyAmamuB-
HU UgHMPpoBe, cCMOMamOoAO2UYHU UeHMpOBe, Meguko-guae-
HOCMUYHU U mexHuyecku Aabopamopuu u gp. BoB Bompew-
HOPE2UOHAAEH NAAH, 20AAMa Yacm om 3gpaBHama Mpexa ce
koHueHmpupa 8 obaacm Bapha (2p.BapHa), omHocumeaHo
no-manka — 8 obaacmume [Jo6puy u LLymeH u Hati-manka 8
obracm TopzoBuwe.

MpeXama om cneuuaau3upau UHCMUMYUUU 3a COUUAAHU Y-
Ayeu 8 CeBepousmoyHuA palioH e cpaBHUmeAHo gobpe pa3Bu-

ture for increasing the attractiveness of living in the towns and
villages of NER and for reducing the intra-regional misbalances,
activities will be supported related to the establishment, repair
and modernization of educational, cultural, health and social fa-
cilities with view to creating attractive and friendly environment
in them, as well as to the modernization of the sports infrastruc-
ture. Besides the renovation of the social infrastructure sites
themselves (hospitals, schools, cultural sites, sports facilities,
etc.), interventions are planned for improving the organization
of functioning of these facilities and enhancing the quality of the
provided by them public services.

Drafting and implementing Integrated plans for urban regenera-
tion and development (IPURD) in the towns and improving the
urban development

The establishment of high-quality living environment, guarantee-
ing sustainable social, economic and environment-friendly de-
velopment and decent living standards in the North East Region
is one of the priority tasks for the regional development policy.
The integrated regeneration and development of the towns in
the North East Region will include a number of activities related
to the establishment of new zones with potential for develop-
ment, rehabilitation of old production zones, improvement of the
living environment, modernization of the water supply network,
rehabilitation of the public space (renovation of parks, green
areas, kids' playgrounds, bycicle alleys, street lighting, etc.),
imrpoving the access to public services (education, health and
social services), including for people with disabilities, energy ef-
ficiency measures, generation of energy from renewable energy
sources in urban environment, development of integrated envi-
ronment-friendly public transport, rehabilitation and reconstruc-
tion of streets and introduction of energy efficient street lighting
and other measures for increasing the security and preventing
crimes, gasification, improving the air quality, etc. Four towns
in the NER are in a process of drafting Integrated Plans for Ur-
ban Rehabilitation and Development — these are Varna, Dobrich,
Shumen and Targovishte. It is envisaged to draft also IPURD for
other towns in the region — General Toshevo, Provadia, Popovi
and Novi Pazar.

Improving the water supply services and implementing mod-
ern technologies for ecological living environment

Itis typical for the water supply in the North East Region that the
water sources are underground and at high depth, which results
in high energy-consumption and higher price of the water ser-
vices. Despite these technological problems the Region has the
highest degree of watter supply for the population - 99,9% with
average for the country 99,2% as at 31.12.2011, whereas the
water supply for the population of the region of Varna is 100%.
In 2011 1,1% of the population of the region has limited regime
of water supply, which is almost equal to the average for the
country - 1%. Towns and villages with limited regime of water
supply are only in the region of Targovishte.

The sewerage network is completely or partially constructed only
inthe towns of the NER and the operational condition of the estab-
lished sewerage network is not good. More than 20% of the estab-
lished network is physically and morally depreciated and outdated

ma, HO CouUaAHUMe YCcAyau B obuuHocmma ca HepaBHoMepHO
pasnpegeneHu no obaacmu B padioHa. Kom 31.09.2012 2. 6posm
Ha CneuuaAu3upaHuUme UHCMUMYUUU, geAugupaHu om gbpxka-
Bama getiHocmu (8 m.4. goMoBe 3a geua AULLIEHU Om pogu-
mencku 2puku, gomoBe 3a geua ¢ ymMcmBeHa usocmaxaaocm,
gomMoBe 3a geua ¢ Gusudecku yBpexkgaHus, gomoBe 3a cmapu
X0pa, gomoBe 3a Bv3pacmHu Xopa ¢ NCUXUYHU pascmpodcmBa,
gomMoBe 3a Bb3pacmHu xopa ¢ gemeHuus, gomoBe 3a Bb3pacm-
HU Xopa ¢ Gu3uyecku yBpexkgaHus, gomoBe 3a Bb3pacmHu xopa
C ymcmBeHa u30cmaHaaocm) Ha mepumopuAama Ha palioHa no
gaHHU Ha A2eHUUAMA 3a COUUaAHO nognomazane e 32 ¢ 06w ka-
nauumem 1 773 mecma. Ha mepumopusama Ha obAacm BapHa
(yHkuuoHupam 12 cneuuaausupaHu UHCMUMYyuuu 3a geua u
Auua ¢ 06w kanauumem 605 mecma uau 35% om kanauumema
Ha paskpumume uHcmumyuuu 8 padioHa npuHagAeXu Ha masu
obracm. BbB Bpo3ka ¢ noaumukama Ha geuHcmumyuuoHaAu-
3auus B palioHa, CneuuaAu3upaHUMe UHCMUMYUUU HamaasBam,
kamo gomoBeme 3a geua AuLLieHU om pogumencku 2puXu npes
2007 2. cabuau 11, anpe3 2012 2. ca 9 ¢ 06w kanauumem 332
Mecma, gomoBeme 3a Bb3pacmHu xopa ¢ ymcmBeHa usocma-
Hanocm npe3 2007 2. ca 7, anpe3 2012 ca 5 ¢ 06w kanauumem
412 mecma.

B CUP ca pa3snonokeHu 457 yumaauwa, 6 6ubauomeku, 6
kuna, 8 meambpa, 8 obwuHcku xygokecmBeHu 2anepuu u 29
My3es.

Omyumatku kalouoBama poas Ha kauecmBomo u gocmbna
g0 06pa3oBaHue, 3gpaBeonasBaHe, COUUAAHU yCAyaU, CNOpM
U kyamypa 3a noBuwaBaHe npuBAekameaHocmma Ha 06u-
maBaHe B HaceneHume mecma 8 CUIP u 3a HamanaBaHe Ha
BompewHope2UOHaAHUMe  gucbanaHcu, we ce nogkpenam
gediHocmu, cBbp3aHu ¢ u3sepakgaHe, PEMOHM U MOgepHU-
3auuA Ha obpazoBameAHu, KyamypHu, 3gpaBHuU U COUUAAHU
3aBegeHus 3a Cob3gaBaHe Ha npuBemauBa u gpykenlobHa
cpega 8 max, kakmo u 3a MogepHU3UpaHe Ha chopmHama UH-
(pacmpykmypa. OcBeH 06HOBABaHe Ha camume obekmu Ha
couuanHama uxdpacmpykmypa (60AHUYHU 3aBegeHus, yuu-
Auwa, kyamypHu obekmu, cnopmHu cbopwkeHus U gp.), ce
NAaHuUpam uHmepBeHUUU 3a N0gobpABaHe Ha op2aHu3auuAma
Ha dyHkuuoHupaHe Ha me3u 3aBegeHus U nogobpaBaHe Ha ka-
yecmBama Ha npegaazaHume B max nyGAUYHU ycAyau.

1320mBaHe u npunazave Ha NIMIBP 8 2pagoBeme u nogo-
6paBaHe brazoycmpoicmBomo Ha ceAulHama cpega

N32pakgaHemo Ha kayecmBeHa ceAuwHa cpega, 2apaHmu-
pawa ycmodyuBo couuarHo-ukoHomuyecko u ekonozuyecko
pasBumue u gocmoeH Xu3sHeH cmangapm 8 CeBepousmoyHus
palioH € egHa OM NpuOpUMemHUMe 3agadu npeg noaumuka-
ma 3a peguoHaAHo pasBumue. ViHmezpupaHomo 06HoBABaHe
u pa3Bumue Ha 2pagoBeme 8 CVIP we BkalouBa peguua gel-
Hocmu, cBbp3aHu CbC Cb3gaBaHe Ha HOBU 30HU C NOMEHUUAA
3a pasBumue, pexabuAumauus Ha cmapu npousBogcmBeHu
30HU, N0gobpABaHe Ha XuAuWwHama cpega, MogepHuU3auus Ha
BogonpoBogHama mpexa, bra2oycmpoaBaHe Ha nybAuYHUME
npocmpaHcmBa (06HoBABaHe Ha napkoBe, 3eAeHU N,
gemcku naowagku, Beaoaneu, yAUYHO ocBemaeHue u gp.), no-
gobpABaHe Ha gocmbna go NyGAUYHU YCAyeu (06pa3oBaHue,
3gpaBeonasBaHe U couuaAHu ycayau), BkaloyumeaHo 3a xopa

and need reconstruction, in some cases — even complete replace-
ment. With respect to the level of service the NER ranks second,
following the South West Region, with a relative share of the pop-
ulation serviced by the sewerage system — 73,4%, figure, which
is close to the average for the country - 74%. There are signifficant
differences at interregional level —in the region of Varna more than
85% of the population is covered by a sewerage network, which is
the highest percentage in the country following the region of City
of Sofia, while in the region of Targovishte - only 55%, which is
one of the lowest figures for the country in general.

Simiar is the situation with the waste water treatment. The Region
ranks second, following the South West Region as per relative
share of population serviced by waste water treatment plants -
69,4% as at 31.12.2011, which is higher than the average for
the country - 55,7%, however, this is due again to the region of
Varna, where the relative share of the serviced population is 85,1
% - second figure after region City of Sofia, while in the regions of
Shumen and Targovishte this figure is only 44-45%.

The biggest and most pressing issue in the water supply and
sewerage sector in NER, which has to find its solution, is the
replacement of the outdated water supply networks and the
reduction of drinking water loss in the towns and villages of
the Region. It is planned also to finish the construction and
to reconstruct sewerage networks and water treatment facili-
ties and waste water treatment plants. Priority will be given to
interventions addressing the improvement of the quality of the
sea waters in the aquatory of the Black Sea according to the
European requirements, including priority construction of waste
water treatment plants in the towns and villages of the Black
Sea municipalities in order to reduce the flow of waste water
in the Black Sea.

With respect to the share of the population covered by waste
collection service as at 31.12.2011 —98,8%, the North East Re-
gion is close to the average figure for the country (98,9%). The
region of Dobrich is with a much lower figure than the average
for the country — 94,6%. In the regions of Varna and Shumen
the waste collection service covers 100% of the population in
the towns and villages. The region of Targovishte has similar
figure — 99,1% of the population is covered by the waste col-
lection service. The future interventions will be addressed to the
complex solution of the issues related to the waste in the Re-
gion — establishment of an effective system for integrated waste
management. The purpose is to limit the harmful effect of the
waste on the health of the people and on the environment and
at the same time to re-use it, which will lead to reduction of the
use of primary natural resources. The transition to processing
the domestic waste in regional depots will reduce the number
of existing landfills. With view to the potential for develoment
of the tourism both along the coast and in the inner part of the
Region, the improvement of the waste management will have
an extremely positive effect, incl. in the small towns and villag-
es, since it will lead to improvement of the quality of the living
environment.

Improving the transport connectivity through renovation of the
road infrastructure of regional and local importance
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¢ yBpekgaus, Mepku 3a eHepaudHa edekmuBHocm, npous-
BogcmBo Ha eHepaua om BEW B 2pagcka cpega, pa3Bumue Ha
uHmezpupaH ekoaozuyeH 2pagcku mpaHcnopm, pexabuauma-
uua u pekoHcmpykuua Ha 2pagcku yauuHu MpeXu u BbBexga-
He Ha eHepaoedekmuBHO yAUYHO ocBemAeHue U gpyau mepku
32 noBuwaBaHe Ha cuaypHocmma U npegomBpamaBaHe Ha
npecmbnHOCMMA, 2a3uduyupatqe, NogobpaBaHe yucmomama
Ha ammocdepHuA Bbagyx u gp. 4 2paga B8 CUP ca 8 npouec Ha
u320mBaHe Ha iIHmezpupaHu naaHoBe 3a 2pagcko Bb3cmaHo-
BABaHe u pa3Bumue — BapHa, [o6puy, LUymeH u Top208ulue.
MpegBukga ce npegcmoAwo uspabomBate Ha WMIBP u 3a
gpyau 2pagoBe B palioHa — leHepan ToweBo, MpoBagus, Mo-
noBo u HoBu nasap.

MogobpaBane Ha BogocHabgumeAHume ycayau u BHegpABa-
He Ha cbBpemeHHU mexHoAo2uu 32 ekonozu3auua Ha Xus-
HeHama cpega

XapakmepHo 3a BogocHabgaBaHemo Ha CeBepousmouHus
palioH e, Ye B0gousmoyHUUUME Ca NOYG3EMHU U Ha 20AIMa
gbAGOYUHa, koemo 06ycaaBsa Bucoka eHepeoemkocm u no-Bu-
coka ueHa Ha BogHume ycayau. Bonpeku me3u mexHoAo2UYHU
npobAemu, palioHom e ¢ Hai-Bucoka cmeneH Ha BogocHabge-
HOCM Ha HaceAeHuemo - 99,9% npu cpegHa cmotHocm 99,2%
3a cmpaHama kom 31.12.2011 2., kamo 8 obaacm BapHa e
BogocHabgeHo 100% om HaceaeHuemo. Mpe3 2011 2. Hacene-
Huemo ¢ pexum Ha BogocHabgABaHe e 1,1% om HacereHUEMO
Ha padloHa - noymu paBeH Ha cpegHusA 3a cmpaHama - 1%.
HaceneHu mecma ¢ pexum Ha BogocHabgAaBaHe uma camo 8
obaacm TopzoBuLue.

C U3UANO UAU YacMUYHO u32pageHa kaHaausauuoHHa MpeXa
B CWP ca 2naBHo 2pagoBeme, kamo ekcnaoamauuoHHOMO
CbCMOAHUE Ha U32pageHume kaHaAu3auuOHHU CUCMEMU He
€ goobpo. Hag 20% om u3zpageHume mpexku ca Gusuyecku u
MOpaAHO aMopmu3upaHu U ce Hykgaam om pekoHcmpykuus,
a B Hakou cayyau om usnocmHA nogmsHa. o omHoweHue
cmeneHma Ha obcaykeHocm, CUP ce Hapekga Ha Bmopo
mAcmo caeg tO3P ¢ omHocumeAeH gAA Ha 06CAykeHOMO
om kaHaAu3auuoHHa mpexka HaceaeHue — 73,4%, 6Au3bk go
CpegHusa 3a cmpaHama - 74%. Ha BompewHope2uoHaAHo
HUBO CbliecmByBam 2oAeMu pa3Auyus - 8 06aacm BapHa Hag
85% om HaceaeHuemo e 06xBaHamo om kanaauszauus, koemo
e Hail-Bucokusm npoueHm 8 cmpasama cAeg o6aacm Codus
(cmonuua), gokamo B8 obaacm Top2oBue - egBa 55% - egHa
0m Had-Huckume cmolHOCMU 32 cmpaHama.

Mo cxogeH HayuH cmou Bbnpocbm U ¢ npeyucmBaHemo Ha
omnago4Hume Bogu. Palionom ce Hapexkga Ha Bmopo MAacmo
caeg HO3P no omHocumeneH gaA Ha HaceAeHUemo, 06CAYXKEHO
¢ I1COB - 69,4% kom 31.12.2011 2., no-Bucok om cpegHus 3a
cmpaHama - 55,7%, Ho moBa omHoB0 ce goAku Ha 0bAacm
BapHa, kbgemo omHocumeAHUAM gAA Ha 0BCAYKEHOMO Ha-
ceneHue e 85,1 % - Bmopa cmolHocm cAeg obaacm Codus
(conuua), gokamo B8 obracmume Top2oBuue u LLlymeH e egBa
0okono 44-45%.

Kamo Hali-mawabeH u Hanexkaut npobaem BbB8 BuK cekmopa
8 CVIP, Ha kolimo wie ce mbpcu peweHue, € nogMaHama Ha
amopmusupaHume 8ogonpoBogHu MpeXu U HamaAdaBaHe Ha
332ybume Ha numelHa Boga 8 HaceneHume mecma B palloHa.
[AaHupa ce cobwo maka gouszpaxgaHe u pekoHcmpykuua Ha
kaHaAusauuoHHU MpeXu U Ha CbOpwkeHUA 3a npevucmBaHe

The North East Region is one of the regions of the country,
where all types of transport are developed — road, rail, maritime
and air transport.

As at 31.12.2012 the total lenght of the national road network
in the North East Region is 2 673 km, which is 13,6% of the
national road network. On the territory of the Region there are
84 km of motorways, 483 km of a class roads, 471 km of aa
class roads and 1635 km of aaa class roads. The density of the
national road network is 0,185 km, which is higher than the av-
erage for the country (0,175 km). Despite the fact that the aver-
age density of the first-class roads and motorways in the Region
is 0,039 km/sg.km (higher than all the NUTS 2 level regions of
the country), the towns and villages of the NER are not equally
serviced by a high category of roads. The highest is the density
of the road network of national importance on the territory of the
regions of Shumen and Varna, while on the territory of the region
of Dobrich this density (0,018 km/sg.km) is more than twice
lower than the average for the Region (0,039 km/sq.km). The
region of Varna has one of the highest indicators for complete
construction of motorways in the country — on the territory of
the region are constructed 85 km of motorways. There are no
motorways in the regions of Targovishte and Dobrich and their
connection with the neighboring regions is done by a and aa
class roads.

Through the territory of the NER passes a small part of the
section Burgas-Varna of transport corridor No8. Of particular
importance for the transport services in the Region is the road
section Ruse-Varna, which is an alternative segment of trans-
port corridor No7 (Danube river). The connection with corridor
No9 is at the town of Ruse. This way the port of Varna, which
is a main point in the logistic chain of European Transport
Corridor No8 from Italy through Albania and Macedonia to the
Middle East, is part also of European Transport Corridor No 7,
becoming a main logistics and distribution center for connection
between the European Transport Corridors No7, No8, No9 and
TRASECA.

The main roads connecting NER with the neighboring coun-
tries and/or NUTS 2 level regions are Sofia-Yablanitsa-V.Tar-
novo-Targovishte-Shumen,  Ruse-Shumen-Varna, Romania/
Durankulak-Varna-Burgas-Sozopol-M.Tarnovo/Turkey, as well
as Silistra-Shumen-Yambol-Elhovo-Lesovo/Turkey. Signifficant
importance for the development of the Region and for ensuring
its connection to the neighboring North Central Region and to
the capital Sofia has the constructed section Varna — Shumen of
Hemus Motorway. The connection of the road network of North
East Region with the one of the neighboring border region of
Republic of Romania is done through two land border check-
points —the first one, on the Il class road Varna-Dobrich-General
Toshevo-Yovkovo border checkpoint and the second one — Du-
rankulak border checkpoint.

The availability in the NER also of other elements of the high-
rank transport infrastructure, such as the international port of
Varna and the international airport of Varna, requires to continue
and to accelerate the construction and development of the road
network on the territory of the Region, including the construction
of the sections of Hemus and Tcherno More Motorways. With
view to improving the connectivity of the Region in a national
and European aspect, priority will be given to investments in
the complete construction and reconstruction of the road infra-

Ha Bogume U CeAULHU npeyucmBameAHU CmaHuuu 3a omna-
gbyHu Bogu. MpuopumemHo ce npegBukgam uHmMepBeHuuY,
HacoueHu koM nogobpABaHe kauecmBomo Ha Mopckume
Bogu B akBamopusama Ha YepHo Mope, Cb2AacHo eBponed-
ckume usuckBaHua, B m.y. npuopumemHo uszpakgaHe Ha
NICOB 8 HacereHume Mecma om YepHomopckume 0bwuHU ¢
ueA ozpaHuyaBae Ha 3aycmBaHemo Ha omnagbuHume Bogu
8 YepHo mope.

Mo omHoweHue Ha geAa Ha 06CAYKEHOMO HacereHue om
cucmemu 3a cMemocbbupade kom 31.12.2011 2. — 98,8%,
CeBepouamoveH pailoH e 6AU30 go cpegHama 3a cmpaHama
cmoixocm (98,9%). 06aacm [lobpud & ¢ MHO20 NO-HUCHK gsn
0m cpegHuA 3a cmpaHama — 94,6%. B obaacmume BapHa u
LLlymeH e ocuaypeHo cmemocbbupaHe, koemo obxBawa 100%
HaceneHuemo B HaceaeHume mecma. KoM max ce gobawka-
Ba u obracm TopzoBuwe — ¢ 99,1% 06CAyKEHO HAceAeHUe.
Bbgeuwume uHmepBeHuuU Wwe ce Hacoyam kom komnaekcHo-
mo pewaBaHe Ha npobaemume, cBobp3aHu ¢ omnagobuume 8
palloHa — usepakgaHe Ha epekmuBHa cucmema 3a uHmezpu-
paHo ynpaBaeHue Ha omnagouume. Lieama e ga ce ozpaHuyu
BpegHomo um Bov3gedcmBue Bopxy 3gpaBemo Ha xopama u
okoAHama cpega u cbuwieBpemeHHo ga ce npemuHe koM noB-
mopHama umM ynompe6a, ¢ koemo we ce Hamaau noA38aHemo
Ha NbpBuYHU NpupogHU pecypcu. MpemuxaBaHemo koM 06-
pabomka Ha 6umoBume omnagbuu B pesuoHaAHU gena we
HamaAu 6poA Ha dyHkuuoHupawume cvemuwa. MpegBug no-
meHuuaAa 3a pa3Bumue Ha mypusma, kakmo no kpadopexku-
emo, maka u Bv8 BbmpewHama yacm Ha pailoHa, nogobps-
BaHemo Ha ynpaBAeHUEMO Ha omnagbuume wWe ce ompasu
u3katouumeaHo 6Aa20npuAmMHo, 8 m. y. 8 maakume HaceaeHu
Mecma, mbl kamo we ce nogobpu kayuecmBomo Ha cpegama.

structure on the corridors of the trans-European transport net-
work — 7 and 8 and of the other transport infrastructure of Euro-
pean and national importance. The finishing of the construction
of the motorway network in the NER is an important priority of
the policy for development not only of the Region, but of the
whole country as well, with view to the successful development
of the economy of the Region and creating new jobs.

The density of the roads with regional importance in the North
East Reguion is almost euqal to the average for the country -
0,144 km/sq.km. The higher density of the regional roads is
in the regions of Dobrich and Targovishte, where their functions
are not only to ensure the road communications on the territory
of the region, but also to ensure the integration and the connec-
tions with the neighboring regions. The remote North and North
East parts of the North East Region are less serviced by road
network compared to other parts of the country and there the
main role for ensuring road communication have the roads of aa
and aaa class. In order to achieve better connection between the
NER and the neighboring NUTS 2 level regions in the country, as
well as within the Region itself, of signifficant importance is to
improve he network of roads of aa and aaa class — completion
and rehabilitation. In this aspect interventions will be imple-
mented for improving the quality of the transport service for the
towns and villages, remote from the large urban centers in the
Region and the actions for reconstruction of the road network
will be combined with improvement of the public transport.

The NER is one of the regions with less developed rail network
in the country in a territorial aspect, however, it is relatively more
modernized. The total lenght of the constructed and function-
ing railways on the territory of the region as at 31.12.2012 is
478 km, which constitute only 11,7% of the rail network of
the country. 78,5% of them are electrified, which is one of the
highest figures for this indicator in the NUTS 2 level regions of
the country. In the regions of Shumen and Targovishte all the
railways are electrified. An important feature for the Region is
the very high relative share of doubled railways — 49,6% of all
the railways, which is twice more than the average figure for the
country (24%). The density of the established rail network in

KoeduumeHT Ha MKOHOMUYECKa aKTUBHOCT B CeBepomu3ToYeH paiioH 3a nepuoga 2008-2012r. 8 %
Economic activity coefficient for the North East Region for the period 2008-2012, %
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MogobpsABaHe Ha mpaHcnopmHama cBvbp3aHocm upes 06-
H0BABaHe Ha mbmHama uHppacmpykmypa ¢ pezuoHanHo u
MECIHO 3HauYeHue

(CeBepousmoueH palioH € egud om padoHume 8 cmpadama, 8
koumo ca pasBumu Bcuuku BugoBe mpaHcnopm - CyxonbmeH,
kn, Mopcku u Bvb3gyweHn mpascnopm.

Kom 31.12.2012 2., obwama gomkuHa Ha penybaukatckama
nomHa mpexka 8 CeBepousmoveH palioH e 2 673 km u hopmu-
pa 13,6% om penybaukaHckama nobmHa mMpexka Ha cmpaHama.
Ha mepumopusma Ha pailoHa ca u3zpageHu 84 km aBmoma-
2ucmpaau, 483 km nomuwia | kaac, 471 km nomuwia Il kaac u
1635 km nomuuwa Il kaac. Frecmomama Ha PINM e 0,185 km
u e no-Bucoka om cpegHama 3a cmpadama (0,175 km). Bob-
npeku Ye cpegHama eobcmoma Ha nbpBokaacHume nbmuwia u
aBmomazucmpaaume 8 patioHa e 0,039 km/k8. km (Had-Buco-
ka om Bcuuku patioHu om HUBo 2 B cmpaHama), HaceAeHUme
mecma B8 CUP He ca paBHomMepHO 06CAyKeHU C mbmuwia om
Bucok knac. Hali-eonama 2bcmoma Ha nbmHama mpexa ¢
HaUUOHAAHO 3HaueHue ce HabAlogaBa Ha mepumopuAma Ha
obracmume LLymeH u BapHa, gokamo Ha mepumopusma Ha
obaacm [Jo6puy masu 2becmoma (0,018 km/kB. km) e Hag gBa
nbmu no-Manka om cpegHama 3a patioa (0,039 km/k8. k).
06aacm BapHa e ¢ eguH om Hail-Bucokume nokazamenu 3a u3-
2pageHocm Ha aBmomazucmpanu 8 cmpadama — Ha mepumo-
puAma Ha obracmma ca usepageHu 85 km aBmomazucmpanu.
06racmume Top2oBuwle U [Jobpuy He ca 06caykeHu om aB-
momazucmpaau u Bpb3kume um CbC CbCegHUMe 0baacmu ce
ocbwecmBaBam om nomuwia | u Il kaac.

Mpe3 mepumopusma Ha CUP npemuHaBa maaka yacm om
yyacmbka bypaac-BapHa Ha mpaHcnopmeH kopugop N28.0m
0C06eHO 3HaYeHUe 3a MpaHCNOpMHOmMo 06cAyBaHe B8 paio-
Ha e cyxonobmHama omceuka Pyce-BapHa, npegcmaBaaBawa
aAmepHamuBeH ceameHm Ha mpaHcnopmeH kopugop No7 (p.
[MyHaB). Mpu 2p. Pyce ce ocvuiecmBaBa Bpbskama ¢ kopugop
N29. Taka npucmatuuie BapHa, koemo e ocHoBeH nyHkm B Ao-
2ucmuyHama Bepuea Ha OETK N2 8 om Vimaaus npe3 AabaHus
u MakegoHusa kom CpegHa Asus, ce ABABa u yacm om OETK
Ne 7, kamo ce npeBpbuwia B 0CHOBEH AO2UCMUYEH U gucm-
pubymopeH ugHmbp 3a Bpb3ka mekgy 0bwoeBponedckume
mpaHcnopmHu kopugopu N2 7, N2 8, N2 9 u TPACEKA.

OcHoBHume 0bcAykBawu nomuuia, cBop3aBawu CUP cbe cb-
cegHUMe cmpaHu u/uAu patioHu om HUBo 2 ca Codus/AbAaHU-
ua - B.TopH0B0 - Top20Butue - LLlymeH, Pyce - LLlymeH-BapHa,
PywmoHus/[ypankyaak - BapHa - bypeac - Co3onoa - M.Top-
H0Bo/Typuus, kakmo u Cuaucmpa - LLlymeH - Am6oA - EAx0Bo
- N\ecoBo/Typuus. Baxkno 3HaueHue 3a pa3Bumuemo Ha palioHa
U ocuzypsABaHemo Ha Bpb3kume My cbC cbcegHuA CeBepeH
UeHmpaneH patioH U cmoauuama Codua uma uszpageHusm
yyacmok BapHa - Llymed om AM Xemyc“. CBop3BaHemo
Ha nomHama mMpeXa Ha CeBepousmoyeH palioH ¢ masu Ha
CbCegHUA 2paHuyeH palioH om Penybauka PymoHUA ce 0Cb-
wecmBsaBa npe3 gBa cyxosemHu KIM, eguHusm no Bmopo-
knacHus nom ,BapHa-Lobpuy-TeH. ToweBo-TKIMM ,oBkoBo* u
Bmopuam - KT ,Aypankyaak.

the North East Region is 32,7 km/1000 sq.km., which is lower
than the average for the country (36,7 km/1000 sg.km.) and the
lowest of all Bulgarian NUTS 2 level regions.

Best serviced by the rail transport are the regions of Varna and
Shumen, where the density of the functioning railways is the
highest and a high level of modernization is achieved in the tech-
nical aspect. The territories of the regions of Varna and Shumen
are convenient for the development of production activities, re-
quiring transport of large cargoes. The least developed is the
rail network in the region of Dobrich. The region is serviced by
only one second-degree railway and there are territories, which
are remote from the railways and are serviced by road transport
only.

The infrastructure of the rail transport on the territory of the NER
is represented mainly by two major railways - Sofia-Mezdra-G.
Oryahovitsa-Kaspichan-Varna, connecting Varna with the inner
part of the country and Ruse-Kaspichan-Varna, which is the
connection between the ports of Ruse and Varna and also be-
tween the transport corridors No7, No8 and No9. The railway
Karnobat -Sindel/Varna connects the NER with the South Bul-
garia and the railway branch Povelyanovo/Varna/-Dobrich-Kar-
dam services directly the region of Dobrich, transfering also the
international flows in the North East direction, since it is part
of the main direction Sofia-G.Oryahovitsa-/Varna/-Dobrich - Ro-
mania.

The maritime transport is also well developed in the North East
Region. The international port of Varna is an important center of
the transport system of the country, through which a large part
of the import and export is passing. The port has an important
role for the overall development of the economy of the country
and of the Region, as well as with respect to the development of
the city of Varna and strengthening its position as an important
commercial, economic and administrative center. As a crossing
point of the European transport corridors No7, No8 and No9,
the port of Varna creates excellent conditions for transit of cargo
between Europe, Middle East and Far East. All sorts of cargo are
processed in the port, including liquid ones. The port of Balchik
as a part of port complex Varna is the third largest cargo port
on the Black Sea coast, which specializes in the processing of
grains, liquid plant oils and animals. It has a potential to service
the tourists in the region, however, its use is limited. The yacht
port of Balchik is nearby.

On the territory of the NER is located the airport of Varna — one
of the five airports in the country, which have an international
status. Typical for the use of the airport is its seasonal caracter
— the majority of the flights are concentrated in the four summer
months of the year. The strategic position of Varna airport guar-
antees a serious amount of charter flights during the summer
season and makes it a reliable partner for the development of
regular flights (almost 99% of the passengers are tourists). In
2011 on regular flights from/to Varna airport have travelled total
of 335 thousand passengers and on charter flights - 713 thou-
sand passengers.

Ensuring broad-band access and overcoming the ,,digital iso-
lation,, in the less populated perripheral areas

As at 31.12.2012 the share of the households with Internet ac-
cess in the NER is 48%, whereas the average for the country is

Haauvyuemo 8 CP u Ha gpyeu obekmu Ha mpaHcnopmHama
uHGpacmpykmypa om Bucok paHe kamo mexkgyHapogHoOmo
npucmaxuwe u meXgyHapogHomo Aemuwie BapHa Harazam
yckopeHo ga npogbaku pas3Bumuemo Ha NomHama mpexka
Ha mepumopuAma Ha padoHa, BkalouBawo usepakgaHemo
Ha yyacmouume om aBmomazucmpaiume Xemyc u YepHo
Mope. [lpuopumemHo, ¢ o2aeg nogobpaBaHe Ha cBobp3a-
HOCMMA Ha patioHa B HauuoHaAeH u eBponelcku nAaH, we ce
UHBecmupa B8 gouszpakgaHe U pekoHcmpykuus Ha nNbmHama
uHppacmpykmypa no kopugopume om mpaxceBponetickama
mpaHcnopmHa mpeXa — 7 U 8 U Ha 0cmaxaaama mpaxcnopm-
Ha uHdpacmpykmypa om eBponelcko U HAUUOHAAHO 3Have-
Hue. [JouszpakgaHemo Ha MpeXama om aBmomazucmpanHu
nbmuwa 8 CUP e BakeH npuopumem Ha noaumukama 3a
pa3Bumue He caMo Ha palioHa, a U Ha cmpaHama kamo usao
C 02Aeg ycnewHomo pasBumue Ha ukoHomukama Ha padoHa u
omkpuBaHemo Ha HOBU pabomHu Mecma.

[focmomama Ha nbmuwiama ¢ pe2uoHaAHo 3HaueHue B GeBe-
pou3moyeH padoH e noumu koakomo cpegHama 3a cmpaHama
- 0,144 kw/ k8. km. PeauoHarHUME NomuLua umam Had-20AA-
Ma gocmoma B8 obaacmume [o6puy u Top2oBuwle, kogemo
(hyHkuuume um ca He camo ga ocuzypsBam nbmHume komy-
Hukauuu Ha mepumopuAma Ha obAacmma u padioHa, Ho U ga
ocbuiecmBaBam uHmezpauusma u Bpbakume CbC CbCegHu
paiioHu. KpatiHume ceBepHu U ceBepousmoyHu Yacmu Ha CUP
ca no-cAabo 06cAyKeHU ¢ nbmHa MpeXa, 8 cpaBHeHue ¢ gpy-
2U Yacmu Ha cmpaHama, kamo 0cHOBHa poAA 3a ocbuiecm-
BABaHemo Ha nbmHume komyHukauuu umam nbmuwama Il u
Il knac. 3a nocmuaaHemo Ha no-gobpa cBbpaaHocm MexXgy
CWP u cbcegHume palioHu om HuBo 2 B8 cmpadama, kakmo
U 8 camusA palloH, O0m 0COBEHO 3Ha4eHuUe & nogobpABaHemo
Ha Mpexkama om Nbmuwia om aa u aaa kaac — gouszpaxkgaHe
U pexabuaumauus. B mo3u acnekm we ce ocbwecmBaBam
uHmMepBeHuuu 3a noBuwataxe kauecmBomo Ha mpaHcnopm-
HOmo 06CAykBaHe Ha HaceAeHUme Mecma, 0mgaAeyeHu om
2onemume 2pagcku ugnmpoBe B padioHa, kamo gedicmBusama
3a pekoHcmpykuus Ha nbmHama MpeXa ce cbyemasm ¢ no-
gobpABaHe Ha obuecmBeHus mpaHcnopm.

CWP e egun om patioHume ¢ Hali-cAabo pa3Buma »n Mpexka
8 cmpasama B8 mepumopuareH acnekm, HO CpaBHUMEAHO
no-mogepHu3upada. Obwama goakuHa Ha u3zpageHume U
(yHKuuoOHUpawu »K.n. AUHUU HAa MepumopuAma Ha paloHa
kom 31.12.2012 2. e 478 km, koumo cvcmaBasBam egBa
11,7% om >n mpekama Ha cmpaHama. 78,5% om msx ca
enekmpuduuupadu, kosmo cmodHocm e egHa om Hal-Buco-
kume 8 pailloHume om HuBo 2 B cmpaHama. B obaacmume
LLlymeH u Top2oButue Beuuku n AuHuu ca exekmpuduuupanu.
OmAuyumeAHa yepma 3a patioHa e MH020 Bucokua OmHocu-
meAeH gaA Ha ygBoeHume Xn AuHuu — 49,6% om Bcuuku »n
AuHUU, koemo e gBa nbmu noBeye om cpegHama cmodHocm
3a cmpaHama (24%). lcmomama Ha uszpageHama X.n. Mpe-
»ka 8 CeBepousmoyeH patioH e 32,7 km/1000 k8. km, no-Hucka
om cpegHama 3a cmpaHama (36,7 km/1000 k8. km) u Had-
Hucka om Bcuuku 6ba2apcku palioHu om HUBo 2.

Had-gobpe 0bcaykeHu ¢ ».n. mpaHcnopm ca obaacmume Ba-
pHa u LymeH, kogemo gbcmomama Ha ¢yHKuuoHupawume
K.N. AUHUU € Hal-20AMa U B mexHuyecko omHouweHue e goc-
muaHamo Bucoko HuBo Ha MogepHu3auus. Tepumopuume Ha
obaacmume BapHa u LLlymeH ca nogxogawu 3a pasBumue Ha
npousBogcmBeHu getiHocmu, usuckBawu npeBo3 Ha 20AeMu

51% and for the EU-27 - 73%. There are differences in the level
of development for the various regions and municipalities within
the Region. The access to high-speed Internet is ensured in the
larger town centers. In the small towns and in the villages the
level of introduction of IT is lower, as well as the quality of the
provided services. The perripheral part of the Region has almost
no information infrastructure due to the lower cost-effectiveness
of the provision of broadband services in less populated areas.
In order to overcome the differences activities are envisaged
for providing broadband connection firstly for the needs of the
state authorities and public institutions, such as mayor's offic-
es, community centers, schools, etc. and creation of free wi-fi
zones around public buildings and institutions. In the rural areas
public computer rooms will be established, wi-fi zones around
them and Internet access will be provided primarily in the com-
munity centers. The introduction of Information and communi-
cation technologies will contribute to overcoming the isolation of
the perripheral territories, for their spatial closeness and joining
the desired polycentrical model for development of the Region.

Creating conditions for categorizing Varna as second center
of European MEGA level for the country and increasing the
role of the towns of Dobrich, Shumen and Targovishte as re-
gional centers balancing Varna

The towns and villages in the North East Region are 721 — 30
towns and 691 villages. The urban population (level of urbaniza-
tion) in the Region is 77,4%, which is higher than the average for
the country (72,5%). According to the distribution in the National
Concept for Spatial Development of Republic of Bulgaria (2013-
2025) there is no city of first hierarchical level on the territory
of the Region. The large city of Varna (334 870 people) of 2nd
hierarchical level is undoubtedly the leader in the urban network
of national importance. Considering its location as a gate at the
east border of the EU the city has the possibility in the future to
enter into category of MEGA town. Varna plays an important role
for the overall economic and social development of the Region.
It is a balancing point for the capital Sofia in the eastern part of
the country. The towns of Dobrich (91 030 people) and Shu-
men (80 855 people) are of 3rd hierarchical level with regional
importance, but close to 2nd level and to some extend have a
balancing role towards Varna. The town of Targovishte (37 611
people) is a mid-sized town of 3rd level with regional impor-
tance. Towns of 4th level with servicing role for more than one
municipality are Popovo, Provadia, Novi Pazar, Balchik, Kavarna
and with possibility to join this list are Devnya, Veliki Preslay,
Omurtag, General Toshevo and Tervel.

On the territory of the Region there are clear differences between
center and perriphery. Main pole of growth and development is
the city of Varna, which is far ahead of the other towns-centers.
To a large extend it is Varna that ensures the main economic
results of the Region and plays role for its ranking second on
many indicators, following closely the South West or South-
East Region. Varna is the ,sea capital, of Bulgaria and one of
the most important cultural and tourist centers in the country
and at the same time multifunctional transport crosspoint of in-
ternational signifficance. The other two more emerging centers
are Dobrich and Shumen, however, they are far behind Varna
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koausecmBa moBapu. Haill-cAabo pasBuma e »n mpekama
8 obracm [o6puy. Obracmma ce obcaykBa camo om egHa
BmopocmeneHHa Xn AuHuA, kamo uma mepumopuu, koumo ca
0mgaaeyeHu om .Nn. AuHuUUMe U ce 06cAykBam eguHcmBeHo
0m aBmomobuAeH mpaHcnopm.

Hppacmpykmypama Ha Xkn mpascnopma Ha mepumopusma
Ha CUP e npegcmaBeHa ocHOBHO om gBe 2naBHU »kn AUHUU
- Codua-Mesgpa-I.OpaxoBuua-Kacnuyan-BapHa, cBop3Bawia
BapHa ¢ BbmpewHocmma Ha cmpaHama, u Pyce-Kacnu-
yaH-BapHa, ocvuwecmBaBawa Bpovskama meXgy npucmauu-
wama Pyce u BapHa, a BcowHocm U MeXgy mpaHcnopmHu
kopugopu No7, N98 u N29. XK.n. AuHusma KapHobam-Cungen/
BapHa ocbuiecmBaBa Bpbskume Ha CYIP ¢ H0xkHa boAcapus, a
.n. knotom MoBeaaHoBo /BapHa/-[obpuy-Kapgam obeaykBa
gupekmHo obracm [Jo6puy, kamo npoBexkga u meXgyHapog-
Hume nomouu 8 ceBepousmoyHa nocoka, mbl kamo ce ABABa
yacm om ocHoBHomoO HanpaBaeHue Codusa-T.0paxoBuua-/Ba-
pHa/-[06puy-PymoHUA.

B CeBepousmoueH patioH e gobpe pasBum u Mopckuam
mpaHcnopm. MeXgyHapogHomo npucmaHulie BapHa e Ba-
KEH UEHMbP HAa MpaHCNOpMHama cucmema Ha cmpaHama,
npe3 kodmo npemMuHaBa 2oAaMa yacm om BHOCA U U3HOCA HU.
IMpucmaruwemo uma BaHa poAa 3a UAAOCMHOMO pa3Bumue
Ha ukoHoMukama Ha cmpaHama u peauoHa, kakmo u no omHo-
WeHue Ha pa3Bumuemo Ha 2pag BapHa u ymBopkgaBaHemo
My kamo BaxkeH mop2oBcku, ukoHomuyecku u agmuHucmpa-
muBeH ueHmMop. Kamo npeceyHa mouka Ha 0bwioeBponedicku-
me mpaxcnopmHu kopugopu N7, N28 u N29, npucmanuue Ba-
pHa Cb3gaBa omAuUYHU ycA0BUA 32 MpaH3umupaxe Ha moBapu
mexgy EBpona, bauskus u [lareuHus 13mok. B npucmaruwe-
mo ce 06pabomBam Bcuuku BugoBe moBapu, BkalouumeAHo u
meyHu. Mpucmaruwe baayuk kamo yacm om npucmaHuweH
komnaekc BapHa € mpemomo no 2oAeMuHa moBapHo npucma-
Huwe Ha YepHomopckomo Hu kpaiiopeXue, cneuuaausupaHo 8
06pabomkama Ha 3bpHeHU XpaHU, MeYHU pacmumMeAHU MacAa
U kuBomHu. Vima nomeHuuaa 3a 06cAyBaHe Ha mypucmume
B8 palioHa, HO Ce u3noA3Ba ozpaHu4eHo. B HenocpegcmBeHa
6AU30CM Ce HaMupa AXMEeHO npucmaxuwe baavuk.

Ha mepumopuama Ha CUP ce Hamupa Aemuwie BapHa - egHo
om nemme Aemuwia 8 cmpaHama, koumo umam cmamym
Ha MeXgyHapogHU. XapakmepHa e uskAYUMEAHO CUAHO U3-
paseHama Ce30HHOCM npu ekcnaoamauusma Ha Aemuliemo,
kamo no-zoaamama yacm om noAemume ca CbCpegomaoyeHu
8 yemupume AemHU Meceua Ha 20guHama. Cmpameauyecka-
ma no3uuus Ha AemuLie BapHa, 2apaHmupa cepuo3Ho koauye-
cmBo yapmvpeH NbmHuyecku mpaduk npe3 AemHuA Ce30H U
20 npaBu HageXkgeH napmHbop 3a pasBumuemo Ha pegoBHu
AUHUU (noumu 99% om nvmHukoobopoma ce ¢opmupa om
mypucmu). Mpe3 2011 2., no pegoBHU nbmHuyecku noremu
0m/go Aemuwie BapHa ca buau npeBo3eHu 06wo 335 XUA.
NoMHULU, @ C YaPMbPHU NOAEMU - 713 XUA. NbMHUUU.

OcuzypABaHe Ha wupokoreHmoB gocmoun u npeogoasaBane
Ha ,uudpoBama usonauusa“ 8 crabo HacereHume nepudep-
HU paloHu

Kom 31.12.2012 2. gexom Ha gomakuHcmBama ¢ gocmbn go
uHmepHem B CVIP e 48% npu cpegHa 3a cmpaHama cmoi-
Hocm 51%, a 3a EC-27 - 73%. HabalogaBam ce pasauyus 8
cmeneHma Ha pa3Bumue 3a pasAu4HUME 06AacMU U 06WUHU

according to the level of social and economic development.

Even further behind with more modest capabilities of an orga-
nization center is the town of Targovishte. Pairs of towns are
organized, which define the areals of the central territories of
the Region. The pair Varna — Dobrich is much more emerging
as an urban centers than the pair Shumen - Targovishte. Central
in the North East Region are the territories of the municipalities
of Varna and the belonging to its agglomeration areal Aksako-
vo, Beloslav and Devnya. Central are also the territories of the
municipalities of Dobrich, Shumen and Targovishte. The rest of
the territory, mostly in the north border part of the Region is
typical perriphery with difficult economic and social and cultural
development. There are no large and middle-sized towns there,
no centers of growth and development. Precisely this lack of
balance of the large and middle-sized towns predefines the un-
equal distribution of the population on the territory of the Region
and respectively — the unequal social and economic develop-
ment and intraregional disbalances. There are inequalities also
between the regions, where the region of Varna is the best devel-
oped one, followed by the regions of Dobrich and Shumen and
finally comes the region of Targovishte. The inequalities between
the municipalities of the Region are even stronger expressed and
depend on the size and importance of the towns — municipal
centers.

Urbanization axes start to emerge along the transport directions
Varna-Shumen-Targovishte, Varna-Shumen-Razgrad-Ruse and
along the coast Shabla -Kavarna-Balchik-Varna-Burgas.

In the future development of the NER of signifficant importance
will be to overcome or reduce the negative processes of dispro-
portion between the center and the perriphery and to extend and
strengthen the positive impact of the center Varna and of the
other regional centers on the rest of the towns and villages by
improving the transport and communication access to the main
services and cultural sites in the towns-centers.

Encouraging the small towns in the perripheral rural areas to
provide services and to create jobs

The balanced location of the small towns on the territory of the
Region is a precondition for optimal closeness of the services
and jobs provided by the towns to the villages. It is extremely
important to strengthen the small towns of 4 level, which en-
sure higher level of public services in the field of education,
health and culture. It is planned to strengthen also the municipal
centers of 5 hierarchical level, especially in the perripheral and
border areas.

Priority ,,Encouraging the interregional, cross-regional and
cross-horder cooperation and partnership*

Strengthening the copperation and the partnership between
the municipalities and regions in the Region for implementing
joint initiatives and strategies for local development of prob-
lem areas

The interregional cooperation will be used as a tool for reducing
the differences and inequalities in the North East Region. The
transfer of positive impact from the large urban centers to the
small ones in the perriphery and to the rural areas will have a
positive effect for their revival. Cooperation will be encouraged

8 pamkume Ha palioHa. Jocmbnom go Bucokockopocmen
lHmepHem e ocuaypeH B no-2oremume 2pagcku ueHmpoBe.
B maakume 2pagoBe u cenama cmeneHma Ha npoHukBaHe
Ha UHhOPMAUUOHHU MeXHOAO2UU € no-Hucka, kakmo u ka-
yecmBomo Ha npegocmaBaHume ycAyeu. Mepudepusma Ha
palioHa € noymu 6e3 UHQOpMauuoHHa UHdpacmpykmypa,
nopagu no-Huckama peHmabuaHocm 3a npegocmaBsaHe Ha
wupokoreHmoBU ycAyeu B no-cAabo HaceaeHu palioHu. 3a
npeogoAsBaHe Ha pasauyuama, ce npegBukgam geliHocmu
3a ocueypABaHe Ha wupokoreHmoBa cBbp3aHocm Ha nbpBo
MACMO 3a Hy)kgume Ha gbpkaBHu BegomemBa u obwecm-
BeHu uHcmumyuuu kamo kmememBa, Yumaauwa, y4uAuwa u
gp. U Cb3gaBate Ha cB0b60gHU bekuuHu 30HU 0kono 0bwiecm-
BeHu capagu u UHCMUMyuuu. B HaceaeHume mecma B8 ceacku-
me padoHu we ce uszpakgam obuwiecmBeHu koMnlombpHu
3aAU, 6e3KUYHU 30HU 0KOAD MAX U We Ce 0CU2YpU UHMEepHem
gocmbn npuopumemHo 8 yumaauwama. lpuAazaHemo Ha
UH(OPMAUUOHHO-koMYHUKAUUOHHUME MEXHOAO2UU W cno-
MOg2HE 32 NpeogoAaBaHe Ha U30AUpPaHOCMMA Ha nepuepHu-
me mepumopuu, 3a npocmpaHcmBeHomMo um cbawkaBate u
npuobwaBaqe kom >keraHua NOAUUEHMPUYEH MOGEA Ha pas-
Bumue Ha patioHa.

Mpuopumem ,lMogkpena 3a pa3Bumue Ha ilepapxusupaHa
cucmema om 2pagoBe-uenmpoBe u manku 2pagoBe B cea-
ckume nepugepuu Ha paiioHa“

Cv3gaBane Ha ycroBua 3a kamezopusupane Ha Bapna kamo
Bmopu ueHmup 3a cmpadama om eBponedcko META HuBo u
u3guzaHe porama Ha 2pagoBeme [obpuy, LLymeH u Top2o-
Buwe kamo pezuonanHu uenmpoBe — 6anaHcbopu Ha BapHa

HaceaeHume mecma 8 CeBepousmouyeH patoH ca 721 — 30
2paga u 691 cena. [pagckomo HaceAeHue (cmeneHma Ha ypba-
Hu3auus) B patioHa e 77,4% u e no-Bucoka om cpegHama 3a
cmpadama (72,5%).B coomBemcmBue ¢ pasnpegeaeHuemo 8
HauuoHanHama koHuenuus 3a npocmpaHcmBeHo pasBumue
Ha Penybauka Boazapua (2013-2025 2.), Ha mepumopuama
Ha palioHa HAma 2pag om nbpBo depapxuyHo HuBo. foaemuam
2pag BapHa (334 870 g.) om 2-po depapxuyHo HUBO € 6e3-
CNOPeH Augep B ceaulHama mMpexa ¢ HaUUOHAAHO 3HaYeHUe.
MpegBug pa3norokeHuemo My kamo nopma Ha u3mo4Hama
2paHuua Ha EC, e2pagom e ¢ Bvb3amokHocmu B 6bgelue ga ce
u3gueHe go kamezopuama Ha META 2pag. BapHa uzpae BakHa
POAA 32 UANOCMHOMO UkoHOMUYecko U couuanHo pa3Bumue
Ha patioHa. Tod e banaHcbop Ha cmoAuuama Codua 8 usmou-
Hama yacm Ha cmpaxama. [pago8eme Hobpuy (91 030 g.) u
LLymeH (80 855 g.) ca om 3-mo GepapxuyHo HUBO C peauoHaA-
HO 3HAYeHUe, HO DAU30 go 2-po HuBo u B u3BecmHa cmeneH
uMam u baaaHcupawia poaa cnpamo BapHa. [pag TopaoBuwie
(37611 g.) e cpegeH 2pag om 3-mo HuBo ¢ 0bAaCMHO 3Have-

between the peffipheral municipalities in difficult social and eco-
nomic position for joint actions based on joint strategies with
the aim of activating the local potential for achieving growth and
progress. Support will be given to the joint projects in various
fields between municipalities and regions of the Region, ex-
change of experience and best practices between the represen-
tatives of he local authorities and the non-governmental sector
in the Region.

Development of cooperation with the other regions, incl.
cross-horder cooperation

Due to its location the region has great chances for development
of the cross-border and cross-national cooperation and for im-
plementation of macro regional strategies within the framework
of the Black Sea territorial cooperation and the EU Integrated
Maritime policy, which will contribute to revealing its specific
potential.

The towns and villages on the territory of the North East Re-
gion may take part in cross-border cooperation with towns and
villages in Republic of Romania. The cooperation will be en-
couraged in the field of improving the access to the main public
services; improving key infrastructural links — road and railway
network; development of joint tourist and cultural initiatives; joint
management of the natural resources, overcoming natural risks
and environment protection; in the field of the health sector and
social services; between scientific and research, technological
and academic institutions and business organizations, etc. The
implemented projects and initiatives will contribute to increasing
the attractiveness of the Bulgarian-Romanian region for the peo-
ple, who live and work there, as well as to increasing the interest
of the strategic investors.

The participation of NER in programs for cross-regional and
cross-national cooperation will encourage the exchange of ex-
perience and good practices between public institutions, com-
panies and NGOs.

NER has the opportunity to take part in projects addressed to
several thematic directions of the EU Integrated Maritime Policy:
« Environment protection — monitoring the sea environment,
improving the quality of the sea water, overcoming the effects
of the harmful erossion, abrasion and landslip activity, preserv-
ing the natural resources in the aquatory and in the belonging
coastal territory;

« Economic development —innovations in the sectors of fishery,
aquacultures, maritime transport, etc., development of clusters
for better link of the production with the scientific research, of
the agriculture and tourism;

obcnykeHo ot
BogocHabauTenHa

AAn Ha HaceneHueTo,
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Hue. [pagoBe om 4-mo HuBo, ¢ o6cAaykBawia poas 3a noBeve
0m egHa 06wWuHa, ca MonoBo, MpoBagus, HoBu Masap, baauuk,
KaBapHa, a kom max uma Bb3M0XHOCM ga Ce NPUCLEJUHAM U
[TleBHs, Beauku MpecaaB, Omypmag, lfeHepan ToweBo u TepBea.

B mepumopusma Ha paiioHa ce npoaBaBam Apko pasaukume
MexXgy ueHmbp u nepudepus. OcHoBeH noaloc Ha pacmeX u
pa3Bumue e 2pag BapHa, kodmo u3npeBapBa cepuosHo ocma-
Haaume 2pagoBe-ueHmpoBe. [1o MH020 20AdMa cmeneH BapHa
(opmupa ocHoBHUME UKOHOMUYECKU pesyamamu Ha palioHa
U onpegeAd He2080mo Bmopo MACMO NO MHO20 nokasameau
BegHaza caeg H0203anagHus uAu K020u3moyHuA patoH. BapHa
e ,mopckama cmoauua“ Ha bvbA2apus U eguH om Hal-3Hauu-
Mume KyamypHu u mypucmuyecku ugHmpoBe 8 cmpasama u
ColeBpeMeHHo MHO20(YHKUUOHaAeH mpaHcnopmeH Bb3ea
¢ MeXgyHapogHo 3HaueHue. [lpyeume gBa no-usaBeHu ueH-
mpoBe ca [obpuy u LLlymeH, Ho me ca ganeye caeg BapHa no
CMENEH Ha couuaaHo-ukoHoMuyecko pasBumue.

Owie no-Hasag ¢ No-CkpoMHU Bb3MOXKHOCMU Ha OpeaHu3u-
paw ueHmbp e TopzoBuwe. Popmupatu ca gBoiku 2pagoBe,
koumo onpegeasm apeaaume Ha UEHMPaAHUME Mepumopuu
8 paiioHa. [1Botikama BapHa — [106puy & MHO20 Nno-u3ABeHa
kamo ypbaHucmuyeH ueHmovp om masu LLlymeH — Top2oButue.
B CeBepouamoyHuA palioH UeHMpaAHU ca mepumopuume Ha
0bwuHUMe BapHa u nonagawume B HeliHUA a2A0MePaUUOHeH
apean AkcakoBo, benocaaB u [leBHa. LlenmpaaHu ca u mepu-
mopuume Ha o6wuHume Jo6puy, LLymeH u Top20Buwe. Oc-
maHaaama Yacm om mepumopusma, Hal-8eve 8 ceBepHama
kpaligpaHuyHa 4yacm Ha palioHa, & munuyHa nepudepus coc
3ampygHeHo ukoHomMu4ecko U couuaaHo-kyamypHo pasBu-
mue. Tam AuncBam 20Aemu U CpegHu 2pagoBe, ueHmpoBe Ha
pacmex u pazBumue. /imeHHo masu gebaraHcupaHocm Ha ce-
AULLHAMA MpeXa NO OMHOWEHUE Ha 20AeMUMe U CPegHUMme
2pagoBe npegonpegeAn HepaBHOMEPHOMO pasnpegereHue Ha
HaceaeHuemo Bbpxy mepumopusma Ha palioHa U CbomBemHo
- HepaBHOMEPHOMO COUUaAHO-UKo—~HOMuYecko pasBumue u
BobmpewHo pezuoHarHUMe HepaBeHcmBa. HepaBeHcmBama
ce npoABaBam mexXgy obaacmume, kamo BapHeHcka obaacm
€ Hall-CUAHO pa3Buma, a caeg HeA ca [lobpuuka u Lymencka u
Hakpas — Top20Buwika. HepaBeHcmBama Mexkgy obuwuHume 8
palioHa ca ouie N0-U3pasumenHu U ce 0bycaaBam om 2oAeMu-
Hama u 3Ha4yeHUemo Ha 2pagoBeme — 0bULUHCku ugHMpoBe.

HaveHku Ha (GopmMupaHe Ha ocu Ha ypbaHusauus B palioHa ce
nposBaBam no mpaHcnopmHume HanpaBaeHusa BapHa-LLy-
MeH-Top2oBuwle, BapHa-LLlymen-Paszpag-Pyce u no kpad-
6pexkHama uBuua LUabaa-KaBapHa-baruuk-BapHa-bypaac.

B 6bgewomo pa3Bumue Ha C/IP om 0cobeHo 3HaueHue we
6bge ga ce NPeogoAeAm UAU 02paHu4am HebAaz2onpuAmMHuUme
npougcu Ha gucnponopuus mexXgy ueHmopa u nepupepuama
U ga ce paswupaBa u 3acuABa 6Aa2omBOpHOMO BAUAHUE Ha
UeHmbpa BapHa u Ha gpyaume obAacmHu ueHmpoBe Bobpxy
0CMaHaAume HaceAeHu Mecma, upe3 NogobpABaHe Ha mpaHc-
NOPMHUA U komyHukauuoHeH gocmon go 0CHOBHUME yeAyau U
kyamypHu 06ekmu, koumo npegaazam 2pagoBeme-ueHmpoBe.

« Transport — creation of marine tourist routes; construction/
reconstruction of port infrastructure; transformation of the un-
used port zones for the needs of the tourism, opening the towns
to the sea;

« Cultural herritage — combining in a unique tourist product the
cultural attractions in the coastal zones and inland;

« Scientific research — promoting the activity of municipalities
and R&D centers for participation in international programs for
cross-border cooperation in the field of the maritime science, for
increasing the safety and reducing the risk of natural disasters
as a result of the climate change.

The North East Region, together with the South-East Region,
will play an important role in the development of the Black Sea
region in the spatial planning and in a possible involvement of
the country together with Romania and Turkey in the drafting of
a joint strategic document, which will define the priorities for
protection of the Black Sea basin.

Cmumyaupate Ha mankume 2pagoBe 8 nepudepHume cen-
cku pailoHu 3a npegocmaBsaHe Ha ycAy2u U Cb3gaBaHe Ha
pabomHu mecma

PaBHomepHOMO pa3norokeHue Ha Maakume 2pagoBe B8 me-
pumopusma Ha palioHa e npegnocmatka 3a onmuMaAHo go-
6AwkaBaHe Ha npegaazaHume om 2paga pabomHu Mecma u
yecAyau go ceackume HaceneHu mecma. OcobeHo BakHo e ga
ce ykpenBam mankume 2pagoBe om 4-mo HuBo, koumo ocu-
2ypABam no-Bucoko HUBO Ha nybAUYHU ycAyau B cdepama Ha
0bpasoBaHuemo, 3gpaBeona3BaHemo, kyamypama. lAaHupa
ce u ykpenBaHemo Ha obuiuHckume ueHmpoBe om 5-mo de-
papxuyHo HuBo, 0c0beHO B nepudepHUME U 2paHUYHU padioHu.

3acunBave Ha compygHuyecmBomo u napmHbopcmBomo
MeXgy 06wuHUme u 0bAacmume Ha paiioHa 3a peanusupa-
He Ha cbBmecmHu uHuuuamuBu u npunazave Ha cmpame-
2Uu 33 MecmHo pasBumue Ha npobAeMHU palioHu

BompewHope2uoHarnHomo  CompygHuyecmBo we ce Uus-
noA3Ba kamo UHCMpYMeHmM 3a HamaAABaHe Ha pasAuyuAma
U HepaBeHcmBama B CeBepousmovyeH palioH. MpeHacaHemo
Ha NOAOKUMEAHO BAUAHUE OM CmpaHa Ha 20AeMume ypba-
HUCMUYHU ueHmpoBe koM Maakume 8 nepudepuama u kom
ceackume palioHu we uma noaokumeneH edekm 3a maxHomo
okuBaBare. LLle ce HacbpyaBa compygHuuecmBomo meXgy
nepudepHume 06LWUHU CbC 3aMpygHEHO COUUaAHO-UKOHOMU-
yecko cocmonAHue 3a 06w gedlicmBuA Ha 0cHoBama Ha 0bwu
cmpameauu ¢ ugA akmuBusupaHe Ha MeCMHUMe NOMeHUUaAU
32 peaausupade Ha pacmeX u Hanpegbk. Mogkpena we no-
Ay4am coBmecmHume npoekmu B8 pasaudHu chepu mexkgy
0BWUHU U 0bAacmu B palioHa, 0bMAaHama Ha onum u gobpu
npakmuku mexgy npegcmaBumeaume Ha MecmHama Baacm
U HenpaBumencmBeHus cekmop 8 patioHa.

Pa3Bumue Ha compygHuyecmBo ¢ gpy2ume pe2uoHu, 8 m.y.
mpaHc2paHu4YHo cbmpygHuuecmBo

lMopagu cBoemo mecmonoAoXkeHue palioHbm umMa 20AeMUu
WwaHcoBe 3a pasBumue Ha MPaHC2PaHUYHO U MpaHCHaUUo-
HaAHO CbmpygHUYecmBo U 32 npuAazaHemo Ha Makpopeau-
OHaAHU cmpameauu B8 pamkume Ha YepHomopckomo mepu-
MOpUaAHO CompygHu4ecmBo U HmezpupaHama mopcka
noaumuka Ha EC, koemo we gonpuHece 3a omkalouBaHe Ha
cneuuduyHUA My NOMEHUUaA.

HaceneHume mecma Ha mepumopuama Ha CeBepousmoueH
palloH mo2am ga yyacmBam B mpaHC2paHuyHO CbmpygHU-
yecmBo ¢ HaceneHu Mecma B Penybauka PynoHus. Le ce
HacbpyaBa compygHuyecmBomo B obAacmma Ha nogoops-
BaHe gocmbna go OCHOBHUME NYBAUYHU YCAy2U; Nogoops-
BaHe Ha kalowoBu uHdpacmpykmypHu Bposku — nomHa u
kere3onbmHa Mpexka; pa3Bumue Ha CbBMecmHU mypucmu-
yecku u KyamypHu uHuuuamuBu; cbBmecmHo ynpaBaeHue Ha
NpUPOgHUME pecypcu, NPeogoAaBaHe Ha npupogHU puckoBe
U ona3BaHe Ha okoaHama cpega; 8 obaacmma Ha 3gpaBeo-
na3BaHemo u CouuarHume ycayau; MmeXgy Hay4yHo-u3caegoBa-
meAcku, MeXHOAO2UYHU U akageMUuyHU UHCMUMYUUU U bu3Hec
0p2aHu3auuu u gp. PeaausupaHume npoekmu u uHuuuamuBu

we cvgedicmBam 3a noBuwaBaHe npuBaekameaHocmma Ha
BoA2apo-pyMbHEkuA patioH 3a xopama, koumo kuBeam u pa-
Bomam mam, kakmo u 3a 3acuABaHe Ha UHMepeca Ha cmpa-
meauyeckume usBecmumopu.

Yyacmuemo Ha CUP B npoepamu 3a meXgypeauoHaAHO U
MPaHCHAUUOHAAHO CbmpygHU4eCMBO We cmuMyAupa 0bme-
Ha Ha onum u gobpu npakmuku Mexkgy NyGAUYHU UHCMUMY-
uuu, Gupmu u HenpaBumeAcmBeHU Op2aHu3auuU.

CUP uma BbamokHocm ga ce Bkalouu 8 npoekmu, HacoueHu
kom HAkoako memamuuHu HanpaBaeHuA Ha ViIHmezpupaHama
mopcka noaumuka Ha EC:

 OnasBaHe Ha okoaHama cpega — HabAlogeHue Ha mopckama
cpega, nogobpABaHe kayecmBomo Ha mopckume Bogu, Bo3-
cmaHoBaBaHe Ha HapyweHusma om epo3us, abpasus u cBha-
yuwHa getiHocm, cbxpaHaBaHe Ha npupogHUme ueHHocmu 6
akBamopusama u npuaeXawama kpadopeHa mepumopus;

* koHomuyecko pa3Bumue — uHoBauuu 8 cekmopume pubap-
cmBo, akBakyamypu, Mopcku mpascnopm u gp., pasBumue Ha
knocmepu 32 no-gobpa 06Bvp3aHocm Ha npoudBogcmBomo
C Hay4yHume u3cregBaHus, Ha cenckomo cmonaHcmBo u my-
pu3ma;

¢ TpaHcnopm - cb3gaBaHe Ha mopcku mypucmuyecku
Mapwipymu; uszpakgaHe/pekoHcmpykuua Ha npucmaHuwHa
UH®pacmpykmypa, mpaHchopMupaHe Ha Heu3noA3BaHume
NPUCMAHUWHU 30HU 32 HyXgume Ha mypusma, omBapatku
2pagoBeme koM Mopemo;

* KyamypHo HacregcmBo — cBbp3Bate B 06w, mypucmuye-
cku npogykm kyamypHume ueHHocmu B8 kpalbpexkHume 30HU
U BvB BompewHocmMma Ha paloHa;

¢ HayyHu uscAegBaHus — cmumyAaupade akmuBHocmma Ha
0BWUHU U Hay4yHU ueHmpoBe 3a yyacmue B8 mekgyHapogHU
npozpaMu 3a MpaHCepaHUYHO CbmpygHuyecmBo B obaac-
mma Ha Haykume 3a mopemo, 3a noBuwaBaHe Ha cuayp-
HOCmMMa U HamaaABaHe Ha pucka om npupogHu GegcmBus
BoB Bpv3ka ¢ U3MeHeHUEemMOo Ha kaumama.

CUP coBmecmHo ¢ HOUP we uepae BakHa poaa 8 pasBu-
muemo Ha YepHomopckuA pezuoH npu npocmpaHcmBeHo-
MO NAGHUPaHe U Npu eBeHmyaAnHo yyacmue Ha CmpaHama,
CcbBMecmMHO ¢ Pymanua u Typuus, 8 us2omBsHemo Ha obuwl
cmpameauyecku gokymeHm, ¢ kolimo we ce onpegeaam npu-
opumemume 3a ona3BaHemo Ha YepHomopckua 6acedH.
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OBLLIA XAPAKTEPNCTIIKA

[020u3MoyYHUAM pailoH e yacm om padioHa om HUBo 1 ,CeBep-
Ha u t020usmouHa boazapus“, kotimo BkalouBa owe CeBepo-
3anagHus, CeBepHua ueHmpaneH u CeBepousmoyHuA padoH. B
mepumopuaAHus 06xBam Ha 02ou3mouen palioH ca BkaloueHu
obaacmume bypaac, CauBeH, Cmapa 3azopa, AMBOA U pa3no-
AoXkeHume B8 mAx 33 0BWUHU.

PailoHom 2paHuyu Ha 3anag ¢ 0)keH ugHmpaneH paioH, Ha loz ¢
Penybauka Typuus u nAaHuHama CmpaHgika, Ha u3mok ¢ YepHo
Mope U Ha ceBep coc CeBepousmoyeH u GeBepeH ueHmpaneH
patioH, kamo ce ozpaHuyaBa om CpegHa u [13moyHa Cmapa
nAaHuHa. Tyk nonagam usmoyHama 4acm Ha [opHompakud-
ckama HusuHa, yacm om [logbankanckume komaoBuHu, byp-
2ackama HuauHa u yacm om CpegHa 20pa — CopHeHa NAaHUHA.
Mrowma Ha paiioHa e 19 799 km? u cocmaBasBa 17,8% om
mepumopuAma Ha cmpaxama.

Cnopeg nocAegHomo npebpoABaHe Ha HacereHuemo, U3BbpLue-
HO npe3 2011 2., HaceneHuemo Ha padiona e 1 078 002 gywu,
koemo npegcmaBaaBa 14,6% om 0bwomo HaceneHue 8 cmpa-
Hama. Mo-20AAMama Yacm om HaCeAeHUEMO € CbCpegomovye-
Ha B o6racmume bypeac u Cmapa 3azopa. lecmomama Ha Ha-
ceneHuemo e 54,4 g/km?, 3Ha4UMEAHO No-Hucka om cpegHama
3a cmpaHama — 66,3 g/kv.

Mo nokasameau 3a gemozpadcko pasBumue u cmpykmypa
Ha HaceneHuemo t02ou3moyHUAM padoH ce Hamupa B om-
HOCUMEAHO ©AA20NpUAMHA CumMyauus CnpAMO OCMaHaAume
patioHu. CauBeH e obracmma ¢ Hai-Bucok koeuuueHm Ha
pakgaemocm 8 cmpadama. KoeGuuueHmom Ha 3aemocm Ha
HaceneHuemo Ha Bwv3pacm 20-64 2. 8 IOUP - 62,4% u Ha 6e3-
pabomuua Ha HaceaeHuemo Ha Bb3pacm 15-64 2. - 12,1% ca ¢
6Au3ku go cpegHUMe 3a cmpaHama cmoGHoCMu.

[MpuHocLM Ha palioHa B8 ukoHomu4eckomo pa3Bumue Ha cmpa-
Hama e Ha cpaBHumMeAHo Bucoko HuBo. Cb3gageHusm B palio-
Ha BBI Ha 2naBa om HaceneHuemo npe3 2010 2. Bvb3Au3a Ha
81,4% om cpegHuA 3a cmpaHama u 36% om cpegHuA 3a EC-27.
B HOWP ca peaausupadu 13,6% om npekume yy)kgecmpaHHu
UHBecmuuuu 8 cmpaxama, kamo Bogewa e 0baacm bypeac.

Palionom dopmupa cpaBHumeaxo Bucok gaa om uHgycmpuaa-
HuA cekmop Ha cmpaxama. HapacmeBa 3HaueHuemo Ha cekmo-
pa Ha obcaykBawume gedHocmu B obAacmma Ha mypuama,
nyGAUYHUME ycAyau, BusHeca, duHaHcoBo-3acmpaxoBamenHa-
ma cdepa, mop2oBuama u mpaHcnopma. Ceackomo cmonax-
cmBo ce omauyaBa cbc cAabo pa3Bumue u guBepcudukauus.

Typusvbm 3aema Bogeuwto Macmo B ukoHomukama Ha patioHa.
Ha mepumopusma Ha OVP ce Hamupam MHoXecmBo naviem-
Huuu Ha kyamypHo-ucmopuyeckomo HacaegcmBo: Hecebbp
- cmapuAm 2pag, apxeonouyeckuam pesepBam Kabune, ap-
xeonoz2uyeckume obekmu 8 Cmapa 3azopa, apxumekmypHume
pesepBamu B XKepaBHa, Komen, KamyHuwe, bpowaaH, [ea-
mym-Llebeam, 2pobHuuume u Mmozuaume okoao 2pag KasaHnok
U Ha mepumopuAma Ha obwuHa HoBa 3azopa u gp. bypeac e
eguH om 2pagoBeme-ueHmpoBe Ha kyamypHu npoABu u dec-
muBaau 8 cmpaHama.

Ha mepumopusma Ha WP ca pa3Bumu Bcuuku BugoBe
mpaxcnopm. Tyk npemuHaBam yacmu om EBponeticku mpaHc-

GENERAL DESCRIPTION

The South-East Region (SE Region) is part of the NUTS 1
Northern and South-Eastern Bulgaria Region which, in addi-
tion to the South-East Region, includes the North-West, North
Central and North-East regions. The territory of the South-East
Region includes the districts of Bourgas, Sliven, Stara Zagora,
Yambol and the 33 municipalities they consist of.

The Region borders the South Central Region to the west, the
Republic of Turkey and the Strandzha Mountain to the south,
the Black Sea to the east and the North-East and North Central
regions to the north, the demarcation line being the middle and
eastern part of the Balkan Mountain Range. The eastern part of
the Upper Thracian lowlands, some of the Sub-Balkan Valleys,
the Bourgas Lowland and the Surnena Planina Mountain, as
part of the Sredna Gora Mountain Range, fall within the remits
of the region. The area of the Region is 19 799 sq. km., which
makes 17,8% of the national territory.

According to data from the latest census, dating back to 2011,
the population of the region was 1 078 002 people, which
makes 14,6% of the total population of Bulgaria. The majority
of the population is concentrated in the districts of Bourgas and
Stara Zagora. The population density is 54,4 people per sq.
km., which is notably lower than the national average - 66,3
people per sq. km.

As regards demographic development and population age
structure indicators the South-East Region is in a relatively
favourable situation compared to the remaining regions. Sliv-
en is the district enjoying the highest birth rate throughout the
country. The employment rate for the population aged 20 to 64
years in the SE Region at 62,4% and the unemployment rate for
the population aged 15 to 64 years at 12,1% are close to the
respective national averages.

The contribution of the Region to the national economic devel-
opment is relatively high. In 2010 the GDP per capita provided
in the region amounted to 81,4% of the national average and
36% of the EC-27 average. As many as 13,6% of the national
foreign direct investment (FDI) inflows are attracted by the SE
Region, the leading level of FDI being that of Bourgas District.

The Region forms a relatively high share of production indus-
tries in the country. The importance of the service sector as
regards tourism, public services, business, finance and insur-
ance, trade and transport is growing. Agriculture is, in relative
terms, poorly developed and undiversified.

Tourism is prominent in the economic profile of the Region.
A number of monuments as part of the national cultural and
historic heritage are located in the Region: the Old Town of
Nessebar, the Kabile archaeological reserve, the archaeological
sites in Stara Zagora, the architectural reserves in Zheravna,
Kotel, Katuniste, Brashlyan, Deltum-Debelt, the tombs and
mounds near the town of Kazanlak and on the territory of the
Nova Zagora Municipality, among others. Bourgas is among the
Bulgarian cultural events and festivals centres.

All types of transport are developed on the territory of the SE
Region. Parts of the European Transport Corridors Nos. 8 and
9 pass through it. The road network density of high-class roads

nopmHu kopugopu 4, 8 u 10. F'ecmomama Ha nbmHama mpexXa
om Bucok kaac 8 pationa (0,030 km/k8.km) e no-Bucoka om
CpegHama 3a cmpaHama, HO 2bCMomama Ha pesuoHaAHama
nbmHa mpexa om Il u Il kaac (0,126 km/k8.km), e Hal-Hucka
B8 cpaBHeHue ¢ ocmaHaAume palioHu om HuBo 2. Mpe3 HOUP
MUuHaBa »kn AuHusma MaoBguB — 3umHuua — KapHobam — byp-
2ac, BkaloueHa 8 EBponetickomo cnopasdymeHue 3a Hal-BaXkHu-
me AUHUU 32 MeXgyHapogHu kombuHupaHu npeBo3u (AGTC).
MexXgyHapogHomo npucmanuwe bypzac e BakeH ueHMop Ha
mpaHcnopmHama cucmema Ha cmpaHama, koemo uma 59%
gAA om BHOCa U U3HOCA HA cmpaHama. Bou3gywHusm mpaHxc-
nopm e npegcmaBeH om MeXkgyHapogHOmMo Aemuuie B8 bypeac,
kakmo u om Aemuuwiemo 3a Maaku camoaemu 8 2p. Mpumopcko
3a noAemu ¢ mypucmuyecka uea.

Tpu npupogHu napka — ,Cmpangika’, ,CuHume kanvoHu* u ,boa-
2apka“, nonagam B 2paHuuume Ha HOVIP. 3awumeHume 30HU NO
HATYPA 2000 3aemam 32,2% om mepumopuAma Ha patioHa.
Bypzac e egun om maakomo eBponeilicku 2pagoBe, 3a0bukoneH
om BAaKHU 30HU ¢ MeXgyHapogHO 3HAYEHUE 3a nmuuume.

Mo gocmueHama cmeneH Ha pasBumue Ha BogocHabgumen-
Hama mpexa t020u3moyHuUAM pailoH e Ha egHO om nbpBume
Mecma 8 cmpadama — 99,8% om HaceAeHuemo Ha palioHa e
obcaykeHo om BogocHabgumenna undpacmpykmypa. Mokasa-
meAume 3a uszpageHocm Ha kaHaausauus u NMCOB ca no-Hucku
0m cpegHUMe 3a cmpaHama. CbWomo ce OmHaca U 3a 0mMHo-
CUMEAHUAM QAA Ha HaceAeHUemo, 06cAyKeHO om cucmema 3a
0p2aHU3uUpaHo CMemocoLbupaHe.

PatioHbm e ¢ Bucok puck no omHoweHue Ha kaumamuyHume
npomeHu. Tod usnycka Hal-MH020 napHukoBu 2a308e u cepeH
guokcug 8 cmpaqama. (DopmupaHu ca mpu 3aMbpceHu Bb3-
gywHu bacedHu — bypzac, Cmapa 3azopa u Mapuua-u3mok,
kbgemo ca Had-20AeMUMe mepumopuu, HapyweHu om Bb-
2AULWHO gobuBHama geliHocm. Mopckume Bogu ca no-yucmu 8
cpaBHeHue cbe CeBepousmoyHus palioH, HO 3anagHama yacm
Ha bypeackua 3anuB e ¢ MH020 Bucoka cmeneH Ha 3amopce-
Hocm.

t020u3MoyHUAM palioH uMa 6Aa2onpuAMHU Bb3MokHOCMU 38
pa3Bumue Ha ukoHomukama 6Aa20gapeHue Ha cmpameauve-
ckomo my pasnoroXKeHUe ¢ u3Aas Ha YepHo mope, pasBumama
eHepeemuka u mypusom. CmumyaupaHemo Ha ukoHomuve-
ckomo pa3Bumue we ce ocblecmBaBa ypes akmuBusupaHe
Ha coBbcmBeHUMe Pecypcu U CoxpaHaBaHe Ha cobcmBeHama
peauoHaAHa cneuuduka.

BU3NA

H02ou3moueH paiioH — npuBrekamenHo MAcmo 3a XuBom u
BU3HEC, CbC CbXPaHEHO NpupogHo u kyamypHo HacaegecmBo,
epekmuBHo usnoa3Baw, cBoAa nomeHuuan 3a nocmuzaHe Ha
ycmoiyuBo u 6anaHcupaHo couuanHo-ukoHomuyecko pasBu-
mue cbc 3amBupkgaBaHe Ha mpaguuuume cu 8 mypusma u
eHepzemukama

MOTEHLLNAAI 3A PA3BITIE

MomeHuuaAume 3a pa3Bumue Ha K020u3moyHuA palioH, omye-
meHu 8 HauuoHanHama cmpameaus 3a pe2uoHaAHo pa3Bumue
Ha Penybauka Boacapus (2012-2022 2.) ca B caegHume chepu:
 Pa3Bumue Ha pasauyHume BugoBe mpaHcnopm — uszpaX-
gaHe Ha aBmomazucmpana ,YepHo mMope®, pasBumue Ha Mexk-
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in the Region (0,030 km. per sg.km.) is higher than the national
average; however, the road network density for regional sec-
ond- and third- class roads (0,126 km. per sq.km.), is the low-
est among the NUTS 2 regions in the country. The SE Region
hosts the Plovdiv — Zimnitsa — Karnobat — Bourgas railroad,
which is included in the European Agreement for Important
International Combined Transport Lines (AGTC). The Interna-
tional Port of Bourgas is a key hub in the national system of
transport, which accounts for 59% of the country’s imports
and exports. Air transport is represented by the International
Bourgas Airport, as well as the airport by the town of Primor-
sko meant for small-sized aircrafts for tourism purposes.

Three nature parks fall within the remits of the SE Region —
Strandzha, Sinite Kamani and Bulgarka. The NATURA 2000
protected areas form 32,2% of the Region’s territory. Bourgas
is one of the few European towns surrounded by wetlands of
international significance for birds.

The level of development of the water supply system in the
South-East Region is one of the highest in the country — as
much as 99,8% of the population of the Region is covered by
water supply infrastructure. The indicators for sewerage and
waste water treatment plants coverage are lower than the na-
tional averages. The same holds true of the relative share of
population covered by an organised waste collection system.

The Region is a high-risk one in relation to climate changes. It
is the region emitting the highest concentrations of greenhouse
gases and carbon dioxide in the country. There are three pollut-
ed air basins — Bourgas, Stara Zagora and Maritsa East which
host the largest areas affected by coal mining interventions.
The sea water is cleaner compared to that in the North-East
Region; the western part of the Bay of Bourgas is highly con-
taminated, however.

The South-East Region is in a favourable position to develop
its economy thanks to its strategic location with a sea outlet on
the Black Sea, its well developed energy sector and tourism.
Its economic development will be enhanced through activating
own resources and preserving unique regional characteristics.

VISION

The South-East Region — attractive for living and business,
with a preserved natural and cultural heritage, effectively utilis-
ing its potential for achieving sustainable and balanced social
and economic development, capitalising on its traditions in the
tourism and energy sectors

DEVELOPMENT POTENTIALS

The development potentials of the South-East Region, as listed
in the National Regional Development Strategy of the Republic
of Bulgaria (2012-2022), lie in the following areas:

« Development of various types of transport — construction of
the Cherno More (Black Sea) Motorway, development of the
International Port of Bourgas and the International Airport of
Bourgas, reconstruction of roads in the southern part of the
Region;

« Enhancing environmental protection — facing the aftermath
of over-construction along the Black Sea coast, investing in re-
vetments for landslides and coastal abrasion prevention along
the Black Sea coast;
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gyHapogHomo npucmaHuwe 8 bypzac u mexkgyHapogHomo
Aemuwe bypaac, pekoHcmpykuua Ha nomuwama 8 lokHama
yacm Ha palioHa;

* Ona3BaHe Ha okoaHama cpega — NpeogoAABaHe Ha nocaegu-
uume om npekomepHomo 3acmposBaHe Ha YepHomopckomo
kpatibpexue, ykpenBaHe Ha cBAauuwa U npegnasBate Ha Yep-
Homopckus bpAz om abpasus;

* [peogoAdBaHe Ha cesoHHocmma Ha mopckua pekpeamuBeH
mypu3bM, Cb3gaBaHe Ha ycroBus 3a pasHoobpasABaHe Ha
mypucmuyeckomo npegaagaHe U GOPMUPaHe Ha Pe2UOHaAHU
mypucmudecku npogykmu;

 PaswupABade Ha mpaHcepaHuuHOMO, MeXgyHapogHo U
MPaHCHAUUOHaAHO CbmpygHu4ecmBo, BkA. u 8 YepHomopckus
peauoH;

 Pa3Bumue Ha guBepcuduuupaHa ukoHomMuka, HacbpyaBaHe
Ha MCIT,

* MMoBuwaBaHe Ha kauecmBomo, 06xBama u gocmbnHocmma
g0 3gpaBHu, couuarHu, 0bpa3oBamentu U KyamypHu ycayau;
 BEW — pa3Bumue Ha BempoeHepaemukama u u3noa3BaHe Ha
CAbHYeBama eHepaus 3a npou3BogcmBo Ha enekmpoeHepaus.

LLEA N NPNOPWTETIA 3A PA3BUTIE

Mpuopumem ,MoBuwaBaxe konkypeHmocnoco6Hocmma Ha
pezuoHanHama ukoHomuka u nogkpena 3a mankus u cpegHua
6usHec 8 H02ousamoueH paiion”

CmolHocmma Ha npou3BegeHus bpymeH BompelweH npogykm
no mekywu ueHu 8 H02ousmoueH paiion npe3 2010 2. Bv3Auza
Ha 8 475 MAH. AB. OmMHOCUMEAHUAM gAA Ha paiioHa B obwama
cmodHocm Ha BBl Ha cmpaHama npe3 nocAegHUMe 20guHU €
ycmodyuB - okono 12%, kamo patioHbm 3aema mpemo MACMO
caeg 03P u HOLP. Mo nokasameas BBIM Ha 2xaBa om Hacene-
Huemo 3a 2010 2. l020u3moveH pailoH, Coc cmodHocm om 7
625 8., uanpeBapBa CUP u ce Hapexkga Ha Bmopo MACMO cpeg
patioHume 8 cmpanama caeg tO3P (cpegHo 3a cmpaHama - 9
359 A8.). CmotHocmume 3a obaacmume bypzac u Cmapa 3a-
20pa ga gBa nomu no-Bucoku om me3u Ha obaacmume CAuBeH
U AMBOA.

Cmpykmypama Ha B[1C 8 t020u3moyeH pailoH ce xapakmepu-
3upa ¢ Maabk npeBec Ha cekmopa Ha ycayeume, kogemo ce
(hopmupa 52% om cbBkynHama godaBeqa cmolHocm B patioHa
npe3 2010 2. B cekmopa Ha uHgycmpuama ce npou3sBexgam
42,4% om peauoHarHama gobaBeHa cmolHOCM, @ NPUHOCLM
Ha cekmopa Ha ceackomo u 2opckomo cmonaHcmBo e camo
5,6%. OmHocumeAHuAm gaA Ha padioHa B8 BIC Ha cmpaxama
Npe3 NOCAegHUME 20gUHU ce 3ana3Ba Ha HuBo okono 12%. B
cekmopa Ha uxgycmpuama VP cb3gaBa 17,3% om BJIC Ha
cmpaHama, 8 cekmopa Ha ceackomo u 2opcko cmonaHcmBo
- 13,8%, a B8 cekmopa Ha ycayaume — 9,5%. ToBa pa3npegene-
HUe 04epmaBa ACHO U3paseHus NOMEHUUAA U PEareH NPUHOC
Ha palioHa B UHgycmpuarHOMO pas3Bumue Ha cmpaHama,
cAabo pasBumue U guBepcudukauua Ha azpapHua cekmop u
HapacmBawlo 3HayeHue Ha cekmopa Ha o6cAyXBawume gel-
Hocmu B 0BAacMMa Ha mypu3sma, NybAUYHUME YCAy2U, OU3He-
ca, uHaHcoBo-3acmpaxoBameArHama chepa, mop2oBuama u
mpaxcnopma

B IOVIP ca peaausupau 13,6% om Bcuuku M4 8 cmpaHama
npe3 2011 2. PalioHom e Bmopu 8 cmpaHama, usnpeBapBail-
ku CUP. Hag nonoBurama om 411 8 HOWP ca pearusupaHu 8

« Counteracting the seasonal aspect of sea tourism and recre-
ation, creating conditions for diversification of tourism supply
and coming up with region-specific tourist products;
 Expanding on cross-border, international and transnational
co-operation, including in the Black Sea Region;

« Developing a diversified economy, SME promotion;

» Achieving enhanced quality, scope and accessibility of
health, social, educational and cultural services;

« Renewable Energy Sources (RES) — development of the wind
energy sector and use of solar energy for electricity generation;

DEVELOPMENT OBJECTIVES AND PRIORITIES

Priority ,,Strengthening the competitiveness of the regional
economy and support for small and medium-sized enterpris-
es in the South-East Region“

The value of the GDP at current prices produced in the South-
East Region in 2010 amounted to 8 475 million leva. The rela-
tive share of this regional GDP out of the total national GDP in
subsequent years has been stable — around 12%, the SE Re-
gion ranking third in contribution after the South-West and the
South Central regions. As regards the indicator GDP per capita
for 2010, its level for the South-East Region being 7 625 leva,
the SE Region is ahead of the North-East Region and ranks
second among all regions in Bulgaria following the South-West
Region (the national average here being 9 359 leva). The lev-
els for this indicator for Bourgas and Stara Zagora districts are
twice as high as the ones for Sliven and Yambol.

The structure of the gross value added (GVA) in the South-East
Region is characterized by a slight prevalence of the service
sector which forms 52% of the total value added for the region
in 2010. The industry sector yields 42,4% of the regional value
added, whilst the contribution of agriculture and forestry is as
small as 5,6%. The contribution of the Region to the national
GVA in recent years tends to stay at 12 %. In the production in-
dustries the SE Region contributes 17,3% of the national GVA,
while in the agriculture and forestry sectors - 13,8% and in
the service sector - 9,5%. This distribution clearly highlights
the prominent potential and actual contribution of the Region
to Bulgaria’s industrial development, but also the underdevel-
opment and lack of diversification in the agricultural sector and
the growing importance of the service sector along the lines
of tourism, public services, finance and insurance, trade and
transport.

The SE Region attracted 13,6% of all FDI in the country during
2011. The Region ranks second, being ahead of the North-
East Region. Over half of the FDI inflows for the SE Region
are concentrated in Bourgas District - 61,5%. Stara Zagora and
Sliven districts have similar shares — around 18-20% each, the
share of Yambol District being the smallest — as little as 2,3%.
Bourgas District ranks second among all Bulgarian districts,
following the Sofia City District, as regards the volume of in-
vestments attracted - 8,4%. Investors in the SE Region tend to
take interest in trade and transport services, construction and
tourism; in Bourgas District investors’ interests are focused
on tourism, transportation and concession of the international
airport, in Stara Zagora District - on manufacturing and energy,
in Sliven — on the processing industry and wine production.

obaacm bypeac - 61,5%. 06rnacm Cmapa 3a2opa u obaacm
CAuBeH ca ¢ bausku ganoBe — okono 18-20%, Hal-Manbk e npu-
Hocbm Ha obaacm AmBoA — egBa 2,3%. 0baacm bypeac e Ha
Bmopo mAcmo caeg obaacm Codus (cmoauua) cpeg Beuuku
obracmu 8 cmpaHama no 06em Ha npuBAeueHu UHBecMuuUU
— 8,4%. Bogewu cekmopu om uHmepec 3a uHBecmumopume
8 HOWP ca mop20BuAama u mpaHCNOPMHUME YCAy2U, Cmpo-
umeacmBomo U mypucmuyeckume gediHocmu, 3a Bypeac
- Mypu3bM, mpaHcnopmHa gedHoCM U KOHUECUOHUpaHe Ha
MeXgyHapogHomo Aemuue, 32 Cmapa 3azopa - uHBecmuuuu
8 npomMuwAgHocmma u eHepaemukama, 3a CAuBeH - npepa-
6omBatua npomuLAeHoCcm U BuHonpou3BogemBo.

Bypeac e egud om BakHume ukoHoMuyecku u UHgycmpuaa-
HU ueHmpoBe Ha BobAcapus. Mo-2onemu komnaduu B8 cekmop
MaluHOCMpOeHe ca: ,byaapg — Kopabocmpoumeana uHgyc-
mpus®, ,bypzacku kopabocmpoumenHuuu®, ,KopabopemoHmeH
3aB0g bypaac”, npousBogumens Ha moBapHuU BazoHu ,TpaHc-
BacoH", ,Ekaben’ u gp. Tyk e cegaauwemo Ha npousBogume-
Afl HA CMOMaHa, CMOMaHEHU eAEMEHMU U CMOMAaHEHU pebpa
,Mpomem, Afl. Qupmu om gbpBoobpabomBatama NpomuLL-
AeHocm ca ,KpoHownaH*, ,JlemeAuna“ u ,loepama‘.

foramMa yacm om uHgycmpuaaHomo npou3BogcmBo 8 peau-
OHa ce dopmupa om mekcmuAHama npomuwAeHocm. Tyk ce
npou3Bexga 60% om BbAHeHUs mekecmua 8 cmpaHama — ypes
npegnpusmuemo ,Mupoauo,. QyHkuuoHupam u owe Hakoako
cvBcem manku mekcmuaxu komnaHuu. Ha mepumopuama Ha
pe2uoHa Ce Hamupa u eguHCMBEHOMO Y HAC NpegnpuAmue 3a
npou3BogcmBo Ha kuaumu ,[lekomekc,,.

MawurocmpoumeaHume  npegnpusmus kamo ,JuHamo, u
,3MM — CAuBeH, pabomam ¢ HamareH NOMeHUUaA.

koHomuyeckuAm o6Auk Ha peauoHa ce onpegead u om BuHap-
ckama npomuweHocm. EgHu om Hati-eoneMume HedHU npeg-
cmaBumeau ca ,JlomelH bodiap, u ,Bunu, - CAuBeH. Omgeato 8
peauoHa pabomam Hakou om 0CHOBHUME Npou3BogumeAu Ha
Agku B cmpaHama ,[puBac, u ,KpoHoc,. BakHa uxBecmuuus
8 maekonpousBogcmBomo u maekonpepabomkama e npegnpu-
Amuemo 3a npou3BogcmBo Ha cupeHe u kawkaBaa Ha pupma
,Tupbyn,, koAmo npogaBa maeuHuU npogykmu ¢ Mapkama Oly u
Olympus.

BaazonpuamHusam kaumam e npegnocmaBka 3a ymBopkga-
BaHemo Ha cauBeHckus peauoH kamo BakeH gocmaBuuk Ha
cenckocmonancka npogykuusa. YeaoBuama ca uskalouumeaHo
nogxogawu 3a pasBumue Ha oBowapcmBo (ocobeHo npous-
BogcmBomo Ha npackoBu u uepewu), A03apcmBo, 3eAeHYy-
konpousBogcmBo, npou3BogcmBo Ha CAbHYO2AE] U 3bpHEHU
kyamypu, a CoWlo U 3a pasBumue Ha *uBomHoBvgcmBo.

[pomMuwaeHocmma e Had-BakHuam cekmop 8 ukoHomukama
Ha AmBoA. Cmpykmypama u 06xBaua cAegHUMe NOgompacAu:
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Bourgas is one of the economic and industrial hubs in Bulgaria.
It is home to Promet AD, manufacturer of steel, steel compo-
nents and steel ribs. Larger manufacturers in machine-building
include: Bulyard operating in the shipbuilding industry, Bour-
gas Shipyards, Ship-Repairs Factory - Bourgas, Transwagon
producing freight wagons, Elkabel, among others. The wood
processing industry is represented by companies such as Kro-
noshpan, Detelina and Dograma.

One might say that a large proportion of the production indus-
tries in the region is taken by the textile industry. There 60% of
the wool textile nationwide is produced, by the Miroglio compa-
ny. Several other small textile companies are in operation there
too. Sliven District hosts the only carpet-producing factory in
Bulgaria — Decotex. The machine-building plants Dinamo and
ZMM-Sliven work with reduced capacity. The economic profile
of the region enjoys the contribution of the wine industry, Do-
main Boyar and Vini-Sliven being some of the largest represen-
tatives. In addition, some of the main producers of nuts in the
country, such as Griva and Kronos, operate in the region. An
important investment in milk production and processing is the
Tyrbul Factory for producing white and yellow cheese under
the Oly and Olympus brands.

Its congenial climate is a factor for the Sliven Region’s estab-
lished position as an important supplier of agricultural prod-
ucts. There are highly appropriate conditions for development
of fruit-growing (especially production of cherries and peach-
es), viticulture, vegetable production, sunflower and cereal pro-
duction, as well as for livestock breeding development.

The production industries have the largest share in the Yam-
bol economy. Their structure covers the following subsec-
tors: food industry, chemical industry, machine-building and
metal processing, textiles and knitwear, sewing industry, etc.
New industrial sectors are now being developed in Yambol,
such as car electrical equipment production and recycling of
waste plastic products. Tempo M 00D, Sinter-M AD, Hydrau-
lic Elements and Systems, Ecoplast Fiber, Yazaki — Bulgaria,
Tundzha, Papas Olio, Karil, Vinprom-Yambol, etc. are among
the large industrial enterprises within the district.

The district is recognized as one of the largest producers of
agricultural products in the country. A list of what is produced
includes: bread and forage wheat, barley, corn, oil-bearing
sunflower, high-quality red and white wine grapes, fruit and
vegetables, technical crops — cotton, sunflower, and coriander.

The largest brewery in Bulgaria, Zagorka, a member of the
Heineken Group, is situated in Stara Zagora. Zagorka AD pro-
duces beer under the brands of Zagorka, Ariana, Stolichno
Dark, Amstel, Heineken, etc. and holds about 30% of the
national beer production market. Domain Menada, the wine
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XpaHumeAHo-BkycoBa npomuwiAeHoCM; XumMuyecka npomuLuAe-
HOCM; MaWUHOCMpOEHe U MemanoodpabomBaHe; mekcmuaxa
U mpukomaxkHa npoMuLAeHocm; wuBawka npoMuWAEHOCM U
gp. B Aimboa ce pa3BuBam HOBU uHgycmpuaAHU ompacau kamo
npou3BogcmBomo Ha aBmomobuAHo eaekmpoobopygBare u
peuukaupaHemo Ha omnagHu naacmmacoBu npogykmu. Cpeg
20AEMUME UHGYCMPUAAHU Npegnpuamus, OnpegeAawu 00AU-
ka Ha npomuwiaeHocmma B 2paga ce Hapekgam : ,Temno M
00f4,, ,Cusmep M-AL,,, ,XugpaBAu4HU eAeMEHMU U cUCMEMU,,
,Ekonaacm (atibop,, ,A3aku — BoAzapus,, ,beana Boacapus,,
~TyHgXa,, ,Manac oauo,, ,Kapun,, ,BuHnpom-AmGoA, u gp.

Peauolbm e ymBbpgeH kamo eguH om Had-20AemMume nNpous-
Bogumeau Ha ceackocmonancka npogykuua 8 cmpaxama. Mpo-
u3Bexkgam ce: xAebHa U GypakHa nweHuua, eyemMuk, uapeBuua,
MacAOgaeH CAbHY02Aeg, kauecmBeHo uepBeHo U 6AA0 2po3ge
om BuHeHu copmoBe, NA0goBe U 3eAeHuyuU, mexHUYecku kya-
mypu — namyk, CAbHY02Aeg, KopuaHgop.

B Cmapa 3azopa ce Hamupa — ,3a2opka,, 4acm om 2pynama
XalHekeH. ,3azopka, AIl npousBekga bupa ¢ mMapkume 3azop-
ka, ApuaHa, CmoAu4HO momHO nuBo, AMcmen, XalHekeH u gp.
u gopku okoro 30% om nasapa Ha nuBo 8 cmpasama. B Cmapa
3acopa e cegaauwemo U Ha npousBogumens Ha BuHo ,[loMedH
Metnaga,.

Ipyau ocHoBHU npegnpusmus B 2paga ca: ,[3Y,, 3aBog 3a
uyayHeHu omauBku ,[Tpoepec,, 3a8og 3a mekcmuAHu BAakHa,
3a80g 3a UHCMPYMEHMAAHO U HecmaHgapmHo 06opygBane,
33809 32 MEXHOAO2UYHO 060pygBaHe, 3aB0g 3a MemaAHu
koHcmpykuuu, koBawko-npeco8 3aBog ,lMpeckoB,, 3a8og 3a
MaWUuHU 32 XpaHumeAHo-BkycoBama npomuliAeHocm ,Xpa-
HUHBecm — Xpaxmawkomnaekm,, npegnpuamuA 3a MedeAu
,CpegHa 2opa, u ,Mebea,, 3a80g 3a mpukomak ,Hamaaus,,
3aB0g 3a MaekonpepabomBane ,0MK, — Cmapa 3azopa, 3bp-
HodypaxkeH kombuHam, mlomloHeB kombuHam ,CabHue — BT
— Cmapa 3az0pa,, MeAHuua ,3azope,, 32809 3a MakapoHeHu
usgeAus ,3acapus,, 3aBog 3a CAbHY02AegoB0 Maco ,bucep
0AuBa,, nmuuekombuHam fpagyc, u gp. MexkgyHapogHusm
koHcopuuym ,AuHge 2pyn, us2pagu BucokomexHoAo2UuYHa
cmaHuus 3a Bv3gywHa cenapauus, kogemo ce gobuBam kuc-
AOpOg, a30m U ap2oH ¢ Bucoka yucmoma.

MogobpaBaHe Ha gocmvna go npou3BogcmBeHume 30HU B
HOUP u uszpakgaHe u pekoHcmpykuus Ha 6usHec UH(pa-
cmpykmypa, mpexu u knocmepu

Mpes 2011 2. 14,3% om npegnpuamusma B cmpaHama ca Ha
mepumopuama Ha FOUP. CocmosHuemo Ha HeduHaHcoBuA cek-
mop Ha ukoHomukama 8 K02ou3moueH patioH ce xapakmepusu-
pa ¢ npeBec Ha Mukpo Gupmume u Maakume npegnpuamuaA Hag
CpegHUme u 2oAeMume npegnpuamus. [lexom Ha Mukponpeg-
npuamusama 8 obuyua 6pol Ha npegnpusmuama 8 patioHa npes
2011 2. Bb3Ausa Ha 92,6%, Ha MCI1 - Ha 7,2% u Ha 20AeMume
npegnpuamusa — Ha 0,2%. Bonpeku Huckus gaa Ha 2oneMume
npegnpuamus, me gonpuHacam ¢ 36,7% 3a GopmMupaHe Ha
cobBKynHUMe npuxogu B npogykmuBHUA cekmop Ha peauoHa-
Hama ukoHomuka.

MpegBwkgam ce mepku, HacoueHu koM pekoHcmpykuus u
nogobpsABaHe Ha gocmuna go uHdpacmpykmypa — B0gocHab-
gumeAHa, kaHaau3auuoHHa, momHa, komyHukauuoHHa, Ha me-
pumopuAma Ha 060co6eHuU npou3BogecmBeHu 30HU B palioHa. B
gOnbAHeHuUe, B 3aBucCuMOCM 0M pegUoHaAHUME NOMpPeBHOCMU

producer, is situated in Stara Zagora too. Other important enter-
prises in the town of Stara Zagora include: DZU, the Progress
Cast Iron Castings Plant, the Plant for Textile Yarns, the Instru-
ments and Non-Standard Equipment Plant, the Technological
Equipment Plant, the Metal Constructions Plant, the Preskov
Hot Forged Parts Plant, the Hraninvest — Hranmashcomplect
Plant for Machinery in Food Industry, the furniture-producing
enterprises Srenda Gora and Mebel, Natalia Knitwear Factory,
OMK- Stara Zagora Milk-Processing Plant, the Grain Fodder
Works, Sluntse — BT — Stara Zagora Tobacco Works, Zagore
Mill, Zagaria Plant for Pasta Production, Bisser Oliva Sunflower
Qil Factory, Gradus Chicken Processing Facility, etc. The Linde
Group international consortium built a high-tech air separation
L!nitdwhere high-frequency oxygen, nitrogen and argon are de-
rived.

Improve access to industrial zones in the SE Region, build or
reconstruct business infrastructure, networks and clusters

In 2011 14,3% of all enterprises in Bulgaria were situated in the
SE Region. The situation with the non-financial sector of the
economy in the South-East Region is characterised by a pre-
dominance of micro and small enterprises over medium-sized
and large ones. The proportion of micro enterprises out of the
total number of enterprises in the Region in 2011 was 92,6%,
that of SMEs - 7,2% and of large enterprises - 0,2%. Despite
the low share of large enterprises, they contribute 36,7% of
the total revenues in the production industries of the regional
economy.

Measures aimed at reconstruction and improved access to wa-
ter supply, sewerage, road and communication infrastructure
on the territory of the designated industrial zones in the Region
are envisaged. In addition, depending on regional needs and
traditions, it is planned to build new business and industrial
zones, business incubators, industrial and technological parks,
regional offices for service provision to investors, all of which
play an important role in attracting investments. A key factor
for achieving sustainable economic growth in the SE Region
is cluster development in the fields of tourism, energy and ag-
riculture.

Focus on R&D and introduce innovation and new technolo-
gies in enterprises in the SE Region

The level of Research and Development (R&D) expenditure in
the South-East Region in 2011 amounted to 13 685 thousand
leva, which constituted 3,2% of the total national R&D expen-
diture. The share of R&D expenditure in percentage terms from
the GDP of the Region has been on the slight increase in recent
years, the level for 2010 reaching 0,21%. This contribution
is still far too small, compared to the national commitment in
the Europe 2020 EU Strategy and the relevant National Reform
Programme of the Republic of Bulgaria (2013-2015) as re-
gards the R&D expenditure as % of the GDP targeted at 1,5%
by 2020.

With a view to preserving the positions and advantages of
enterprises in operation on the territory of the Region oppor-
tunities will be sought to restructure, diversify and develop the
services provided. This is linked to supporting businesses on
their way to technological upgrade and modernisation, as well
as to access to high-tech and the use of innovation. Emphasis

U mpaguuuu ce npegBukga uszpakgaHemo Ha HOBU bU3HEC U
npou3BogcmBeHu 30HU, bu3Hec UHkybamopu, UHgyCMpUaAHU U
MeXHOAO2UYHU NapkoBe, peauoHaAHu oducu 3a 0bcAykBaHe Ha
uHBecmumopu, koumo cbulo ca BakeH Gakmop 3a npuBauva-
He Ha uHBecmuuuu. BaxkHa poas 3a nocmueaHe Ha ycmodyuB
ukoHomuyecku pacmex 8 FOUP we uma cv3gaBaHemo Ha kabc-
mepu B8 obracmma Ha mypu3ma, eHepaemukama u ceackomo
cmonavcmBo.

Pa3Bumue Ha uscnegoBamenckama gedHocm u usnoasBauve
Ha uHoBauuu u HOBu mexHonozuu 6 npegnpuAmuama om
onp

CmodHocmma Ha pasxogume 3a HayyHo-u3caegoBamencka u
pa3BoliHa gelHocm B F020u3moveH padioH npe3 2011 2. Bb3Au-
3a Ha 13 685 xun.A8., koemo npegcmaBasBa 3,2% om Bcuuku
pasxogu 3a H/PL Ha cmpaHama. [lenom Ha Hay4HO-U3CAego-
Bameackume pasxogu om BBIT Ha palioHa npe3 nocAegHume
200uHU GeneXu meHgeHuus Ha HenpekbcHamo, Makap U Man-
ko, HapacmBaHe, kamo npes 2010 2. gocmuea 0,21%. Tosu
npoueHm Bce owle e mBbpge garey Om NOemus HaUUOHaAEH
aHeakumeHm no Cmpameausma Ha EC ,EBpona 2020“ u cb-
omBemHama HauuoHaaHa npozpama 3a pedopmu Ha Penybau-
ka Boazapus (2012-2015 2.) OMHOCHO @A Ha pasxogume 3a
HIPT om BB 8 pa3mep Ha 1,5% go 2020 e.

C uen 3ana3BaHe Ha nosuuuume u npeguMmcmBama Ha (yHk-
UUOHUpAWUME NpegnpuAmus Ha Mepumopuama Ha palioHa we
ce mopeam Bb3mokHocmu 3a npecmpykmypupane, guBepcu-
(uuupaHe u pasBumue Ha npegocmaBaHume ycayeu. ToBa e
cBop3aHo ¢ nognomazaHe Ha busHeca 3a MeXHOAOZUYHO 0BHO-
BABaHe u mogepHu3upaxe, kakmo u ¢ gocmbn go Bucoku mex-
HOAO2UU U u3noA3BaHe Ha uHoBauuu. LLle ce akueHmupa Bopxy
Cb3gaBaHemo Ha HoBU BucokonpogykmuBHU U MEXHOAORUYHU
npegnpuamus, kakmo u Bopxy nognomazaxe BbBexkgaHemo Ha
cucmemu 3a ynpaBaeHue Ha kayecmBomo 8 npegnpuamusma.
lMogkpena we noayyam gedicmBus, koumo ca 8 nocoka paswu-
pABaHe Ha cbmpygHuYecmBomo Mexgy yHuBepcumemume,
uscaegoBamenckume op2aHu3auuu U npegnpuamuama Ha me-
pumopusama Ha paioHa.

Mogkpena Ha mpaguuuoHHu ukoHomuvecku gediHocmu u Ha-
cbpyaBaHe u3non3BaHemo Ha MecmHume pecypcu 3a ukoHo-
muyecko pa3Bumue Ha ONP

B pamkume Ha masu ueA we ce HacbpyaBa pasBumuemo Ha
cneuuduyHu ukoHomMuyecku cekmopu U mpaguuuoHHU UKOHO-
Muyecku geliHocmu ¢ nomeHuuaa 3a pacmeX U 6bgelo pas-
Bumue Ha mepumopuAma Ha tOVIP, kamo ce u3noA3Bam yHu-
kaaHume npegumcmBa Ha MecmHume UKOHOMUKU U mAxHama
cneuuaausauua. CoxpaHaBaHemo Ha peauoHaAHama ugeHmuy-
Hocm u3uckBa nogkpena Ha uHuuuamuBu, cBbp3aHu ¢ nonyAs-
pu3upaHe Ha MECMHU 3aHasmu, 2pbHYapcmBo, kuaumapcmeo,
BuronpousBogcmBo u npou3BogecmBo Ha cneuuduYHU XpaHu-
MeAHU npogykmu u gp.

Mogo6paBaHe Ha eHepauliHama edekmuBHocm u u3non3Baxe
Ha nomeHuuana Ha K0zousmoveH pailon 3a npousBogcmBo Ha
eHepaua om BEN

B kpaiiopexkHume mepumopuu Ha t020u3moveH paidoH Cb-
wecmByBam Bb3vokHocmu 3a pasBumuemo Ha Bempoe-
Hepeemukama, HO me ca No-02paHuYeHu B cpaBHeHUe Cbe
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will be placed on setting up new high-performance and techno-
logical enterprises, as well as on assistance for the introduction
of quality management systems in enterprises. Support will be
provided for activities seeking to expand cooperation among
universities, research organisations and enterprises based in
the Region.

Support the traditional branches of the economy and pro-
mote the use of local resources for the economic develop-
ment of the SE Region

Under this objective the development of specific economic
sectors and traditional branches of the economy with growth
and future development potential on the territory of the SE Re-
gion will be stimulated, as well as the use of the region-specific
advantages of the local economies, their specialisations being
capitalised on. The preservation of regional identity requires
support for interventions seeking to popularise local crafts,
pottery, rug- and carpet-making, wine production and the pro-
duction of indigenous food products, etc.

Enhance energy efficiency and use the South-East Region’s
potential for energy production from renewable energy
sources (RES)

The coastal areas of the South-East Region offer opportunities
for the development of the wind energy sector; they are more
limited compared to the North-East Region though, since they
fall outside the so-called Large-Scale Wind Energy Zone. The
opportunities to use the energy of sea waves along the Black
Sea Coast, as well as to produce energy through processing of
waste resources, should not be underestimated. A large part of
the territory of the SE Region along its southern border belongs
to an area which offers natural conditions for the use of solar
energy in electricity production. Sliven District belongs to an
area characterised by a relatively high average sunshine dura-
tion. In 2010 the energy produced from RES in the South-East
Region amounted to 204 617 thousand kWh, which makes
3,5% of the national production level. This goes to show that
the Region’s potential in relation to renewable energy sources
is not used effectively.

The South-East Region hosts transit gas pipelines transferring
natural gas for Greece, Macedonia and Turkey. Projects for
building and expansion of the gas distribution network are un-
derway in some municipalities and settlements in the Region.
Despite the progress achieved in recent years, the gasification
of settlements and residential quarters exercise is still limited in
scope. The introduction of RES and the gasification of indus-
trial zones and households within the South-East Region is a
prerequisite for the reduction of air contamination levels in the
Region, including for reduction of greenhouse gas emissions.
In this sense initiatives aimed at the utilisation of resources and
opportunities to build facilities for the use of geothermal en-
ergy, wind, solar and water energy, as well as projects aimed
at energy efficiency in the public and housing sectors will be
supported.

Priority ,Development of sustainable forms of tourism and
cultural and creative industries in the South-East Region“

Enhance the development of region-specific forms of tour-
ism in the SE Region
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CeBepousmoyHus palioH, mol kamo He nonagam 8 m. H. 30Ha
Ha 2ondmama BempoeHepeemuka. He 6uBa ga 6oge npeHe-
6pe2BaHa u BbamoxkHocMMa 3a U3N0A3BaHe Ha eHepauAma Ha
Mopckume BbAHU no YepHoMopckomo kpadbpeXue u eHepeo-
gobuBa upe3 npepabomka Ha omnagHu pecypcu. foaama yacm
om mepumopuama Ha VP no lokHama my 2paHuua nonaga
B8 3oHa, kogemo cbuecmByBam npupogHu ycAoBua 3a us-
noA3BaHe Ha CAbHYeBama eHepeus 3a npousBogcmBo Ha en.
eHepaus. 06aacm CauBeH nonaga B patioH, xapakmepuaupaul
ce CbC cpaBHumeAHo Bucoka cpegHa NpogbAKUMEAHOCM Ha
CAbHYeBomo 2peeHe. Mpes 2010 2. npousBegeHama eHepeus
om BEW 8 H0zousmouHus palio e 204 617 xuA. kBmuy, koemo e
3,5% om HauuoHaaHomo npou3sBogcmBo. ToBa nokasBa, ue no-
MEHUUaAbM Ha palloHa N0 OMHOWeHUe Ha Bb306H0BAEMUME
U3MOYHUUU Ha EHEP2UA HE Ce U3N0A3Ba PauUOHaAHO.

Mpe3 mepumopuama Ha K2ou3moyHuA palioH npemuHaBam
MpaH3umHUme 2a3onpoBogu, NPeHacAWU NpupogeH 2a3 3a
lopuus, MakegoHus u Typuus. Mpoekmu no uszpakgaqe u
paswupABaHe Ha 2a3opasnpegeumeAHama mpexa ce UusnoA-
HABam B Hakou om 06LWIUHUME U HACEAEHUME Mecma Ha mepu-
mopusma Ha padoHa. Bonpeku nocmueHamus Hanpegok npes
nocAegHUME 20gUHU, NPOUECM Ha 2a3uduuupaHe Ha Hacene-
Hume Mecma U KUAULLHUME padioHu ocmaBa cpaBHUMeAHO
02paHuyeH. BHegpaBaxemo Ha BEW u 2asudukauusma Ha npo-
MULWAEHU 30HU U Ha 6umoBume aboHamu Ha mepumopuAma
Ha 020u3moyHuA pailoH e npegnocmatka 3a HamaasBaHe Ha
3ambpcaBaHemo Ha Bv3gyxa 8 patioHa, 8 m. u. 3a pegyuupaqe
Ha emucuume Ha napHukoBu 2a308e. B mo3u acnekm we ce
nogkpenam uHuuuamuBu, Haco4eHu koM onoa3omBopaBaHe
pecypcume u Bb3mokHOoCMUME 3a uszpakgaHe Ha Cbopoke-
HUA 33 U3N0A3BaHe Ha 2e0mMepManHa eHepaus, eHepauAma om
BAambp, cAbHUE U Boga, kakmo u npoekmu, cBbp3aHu ¢ noBu-
WwaBaHe Ha eHepauiHama epekmuBHocm B obwecmBeHus cek-
mop U XuAUWHusA cekmop.

Mpuopumem ,,Pa3Bumue Ha ycmodyuBu dopmu Ha mypusbm
u Ha kyamypHume u mBopuyeckume uxgycmpuu 8 Hzousmo-
YeH paioH”

Cmumyaupate pa3Bumuemo Ha cneuuduysu 3a KOVIP BugoBe
mypusbm

Bogewo mAcmo B8 ukoHomukama Ha H020u3moyHuA patioH 3a-
emMa mypu3ma, U no-cneuuaaHo mMopekus pekpeamuBen mypu-
3bM - Ha 0CHOBama Ha 6Aa2onpuAMHUME NpupogHU Gakmopu,
uszpageHama mypucmuyecka 6a3a u uHdpacmpykmypa u mpa-
gUUUOHHUA onum B npegocmaBAHeMO Ha Ce30HHU Mypucmu-
yecku ycayau. Ompacbaom ce pa3BuBa kamo cepuosHa ukoHo-
Muyecka gedHocm, koamo guBepcuduuupa ukoHomukama Ha
IOVIP u cv3gaBa pasauyHu Gopmu Ha 3aemocm.

Kom 31.12.2012 2. patioHbm e Ha nbpBo mAcmo 8 cmpaHama
N0 06eM Ha peaAusupaHu HoutyBKu — 38,4% om Bcuuku Houy8-
ku 8 cmpa+ama u no npuxogu om msx — 37,7% om Bcuuku
npuxogu om HowlyBku 8 cmpaHama. B t02ou3moueH patio ce
Hamupam 36% om cpegcmBama 3a NOgCAOH U Mecmama 3a
HacmaHABaHe B cmpaHama, koemo omHOBo GeaeXu NopBo
MACMO Cpeg palloHume om HuBo 2. PasBumuemo Ha mypu-
3Ma ce KoHueHmpupa noumu u3uAao B obaacm bypaac. ToBa
ce gonku uskaloyumeaHo Ha kpalibpexkHama mepumopus Ha
pailoHa — 2pagoBeme u kypopmHume ueHmpoBe, kogemo ca
pasnoAokeHu Hal-ampakmuBHume npupogHO-pekpeauuoHHU-

Taking account of the available favourable factors of nature, the
tourism facilities and infrastructure already in place and the tra-
ditional experience in the provision of seasonal tourist services,
tourism, more specifically coastal tourism and recreation,
plays a key role in the economy of the South-East Region. This
industry has been developing as a significant form of economic
activity which diversifies the economy of the SE Region and
creates various forms of employment.

As at 31st December 2012 the Region ranked first in terms
of number of overnight stays - 38,4% of all overnight stays
in Bulgaria, the revenue they brought being 37,7% of the
total national revenue from overnight stays. The South-East
Region hosts 36% of all shelter facilities and accommodation
throughout Bulgaria, which is again a top ranking position
among NUTS 2 level regions. Tourism development is almost
exclusively concentrated in Bourgas District. This is due to the
coastal areas situated in the Region — the towns and resorts
where most attractive nature and recreation resources are to
be found. In 2012 Bourgas District attracted 95,3% of all rev-
enues from overnight stays in the SE Region (which makes
36% of the total national revenues from overnight stays), while
Stara Zagora District attracted 3,2%. The contribution of the re-
maining two districts, Sliven and Yambol, is insignificant. The
Sunny Beach Resort alone contributed 167 300 970 leva as
revenues from overnight stays, which is 53% of the revenues
from overnight stays in the South-East Region and 20% of such
revenues in the country.

The SE Region has significant potential for development of var-
ious forms of tourism outside coastal tourism:

 Gultural and historical tourism — the fixed cultural heritage
features in the SE Region are 4 270, which makes 14,5% of
the fixed cultural heritage features nationwide: the Old Town of
Nessebar, the Kabile archaeological reserve, the archaeological
sites in Stara Zagora, the architectural reserves in Zheravna,
Kotel, Katuniste, Brashlyan, Deltum-Debelt. The tombs and
mounds near the town of Kazanlak have won the area the title
of The Valley of Thracian Kings; the Region also hosts two of
the fixed cultural features of ,global importance®, which are of
particular importance for international and national cognitive
tourism — these are included in the UNESCO cultural heritage
list: the Old Town of Nessebar, Bourgas District and the Tomb
of Kazanluk, Stara Zagora District;

« Tourism for nature lovers — the Region is famous for its
biodiversity; there are two nature parks situated on its territo-
ry — Strandzha and Sinite Kamuni. Bourgas is one of the few
European towns surrounded by wetlands of international sig-
nificance for birds. The Atanasovsko Ezero and Burgasko Ezero
Lakes (Lake of Atanassovo, Burgas Lake) and the Mandra Dam
Lake offer suitable nesting places to rare representatives of the
European ornithofauna.

 Spa tourism — the mineral springs in the Region have a
favourable role to play for its development - these are the
mineral springs by Bourgas (in the Vetren residential quarter),
the Sliven springs, the Kortenski springs (Nova Zagora), the
Straldzha springs and also the springs near the village of Stefan
Karadzhovo (Bolyarovo), the Stara Zagora Mineral Baths, Pavel
Banya.

« Rural, eco, hunting, winery, sports and congress tourism.
Despite the Region’s potential to expand and diversify the re-
gional tourist product, no tendency for overcoming the sea-
sonal nature of coastal tourism and recreation is observed as
yet. Projects and interventions aimed at adequate use of natural

me pecypcu. Mpe3 2012 2. 8 obaacmma ce peaausupam 95,3%
om Bcuuku npuxogu om Houty8ku 8 HOUP (u 36% om mesu Ha
cmpaama), a 8 obaacm Cmapa 3azopa — 3,2%. [MpuHocom Ha
ocmanaaume 2 obaacmu — CAuBeH u AMBOA € HE3HAUUMEAEH.
Camo 8 kypopmeH komnaekc CabHYeB bpA2 ce peaAusupam
npuxogu om HowlyBku B8 pasmep Ha 167 300 970 AB., koemo
e 53% om me3u Ha K0P u 20% om npuxogume om HowlyBku
3a cmpaHama.

IOWP uma 3Ha4umeAeH nomeHuuaA 3a pa3Bumue Ha pasAudHU
(hopmu mypu3sbm u3BoH Mopckus:

o KyamypeH u ucmopuyecku mypusbM — HegBukumume kya-
mypHu ugHHocmu B8 KOUP ca 4 270 6p., koemo npegcmaBanBa
14,5% om HegBukumume kyamypHu ugHHocmu 8 cmpasama. B
palioHa Ce Hamupam MH020 apxeooauyecku u apxumekmypHu
pesepBamu: Hecebbp - cmapusm 2pag, apxeorozudeckuam pe-
3epBam Kabunae, apxeonozudeckume obekmu 8 Cmapa 3a20pa,
apxumekmypHume pesepBamu B8 XKepaBHa, Komea, KamyHu-
we, bpowiasH, Jeamym-[e6eam u gp. [POBHULUME U MO2UAU-
me okono 2pag KasaHaok ca npeBopHaau patioHa 8 [Joaunama
Ha mpakulckume uape; 8 padloHa ce Hamupam gBe om He-
gBwkumume kyamypHu ueHHocmu om ,,cBemoBHO 3HaueHue”,
koumo umam ocobeHo 3HaueHue 3a MeXgyHapogHuA u Bbmpe-
WeH nosHaBameneH mypusbm, om cnucbka Ha HOHECKO: 2p.
Hecebbp - cmapuam 2pag — o0baacm bypaac u KasaHaolkama
2pobHuUa - 0bracm Cmapa 3a2opa;

* [lpupogeH mypusbm — palioHbm ce omAuyaBa ¢ 6oeamo
6uOpa3Ho0Opasue; Ha mepumopuAma My ca pa3noAokeHu
g8a npupogHu napka — Cmpaxgka u Cutume kamoHu. bypaac
e egud om mankomo eBponedcku 2pagoBe, 3aobukoreH om
BaakHU 30HU C MeXQgyHapogHO 3HaueHuUe 3a nmuuume. Ama-
HacoBckomo esepo, bypaackomo esepo u A308up ,MaHgpa“
ocueypaBam nogxogAwU Mecma 3a 2He3geHe Ha peguua pegku
npegcmaBumeau Ha eBponetickama opHumodayHa;
 banHeoaokku mypusom — 3a pa3Bumuemo My baa2onpuAm-
cmBam MuHepaaHume u3Bopu Ha mepumopuAma Ha palioHa —
Bypzackume (npu kBapman BempeH), CauBeHckume, KopmeH-
ckume (HoBo3azopcko), CmpangkaHckume, a Colwio U mesu
kpad cero Cmedan KapagkoBo (boaspoBo), Cmaposazopcku
MUHepaAHu 6aHu, MaBea baHs.

« Cencku, eko, A0BeH, BuHeH, cnopmeH U KOH2peceH mypusbM.

Bonpeku nomeHuuana Ha pationa 3a paswupsBaHe u pasto-
06pasABaHe Ha peauoHarHUA mypucmuyecku npogykm, Bce
Owe He ce ombeas3Bam MeHgeHUUU Ha npeogoAsBaHe Ha
ce3oHHocmma Ha mopckua pekpeamuBeH mypusom. Lle ce
cmuMyAupam npoekmu u gedHOCMU, HAaCouYeHU KoM MbAHOUEH-
HOMO U3N0A3BaHe HA NPUPOgHUME U KyAmypHUME pecypcu u
gagexocmu Ha HOUP, koemo wie gage Bb3mokHOCM 3a pasHoo-
©6pasABaHe Ha mypucmudeckusa npogykm u ygbakaBaHe Ha my-
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and cultural resources and conditions in the South-East Region
will be encouraged, which will allow diversification of the tour-
ist product and prolongation of the tourist season, as well as
increased revenues from tourism and increased non-seasonal
employment in more numerous parts of the Region.

Conserve and valorise fixed, non-fixed and intangible cultur-
al heritage features in the SE Region

The objective to utilise tourist resources in the Region will be
achieved through action along several lines: improved access
to tourist sites and reconstruction/modernisation of transport,
engineering, social and tourist infrastructure; conservation,
preservation and improvement of the qualities of tourist re-
sources — natural, cultural and anthropogenic; institutional
coordination among administrations and companies involved
in tourism.

Develop and implement regional marketing and advertising
of tourist products in the SE Region

Support for development of regional tourist products, brand
strategies for the SE Region reflecting its cultural specificity,
customs and traditions is envisaged. The aim is to integrate
into a regional tourist product famous fixed cultural heritage
features, natural phenomena, indigenous flora and fauna rep-
resentatives, local customs and rituals represented as tourist
attraction and cultural events, which will strengthen tourists’
interest in the Region, create a positive image and bring pop-
ularity; it will foster the formation of regional and local tourism
associations and foster partnership among them and among
the municipalities within the Region.

Develop cultural and creative industries in the SE Region

Bourgas is famous for its cultural events and festivals: the
“Bourgas and the Sea“ Bulgarian Pop Song Festival, the Inter-
national Folklore Festival, Beer Fest, the ,Rock Explosion® Bul-
garian Festival of Rock Music, the Blues Festival, the Spirit of
Bourgas MTV Festival, the Turn on the City Festival, the Sand
Sculptures Festival, On-the-Beach Theatre Festival, Autumn Lit-
erary Musical Fests, etc. The Flora-Bourgas international flower
exhibition takes place annually in the Sea Park. In the town of
Sozopol the Apolonia Festival of the Arts is held. The folklore
of the Strandzha region is extremely rich in rites and rituals. In
Stara Zagora the ,Bogorodichna Stupka“ (Virgin Mary’s Step)
National Thracian Folklore Fair is held annually, in the town of
Kazanluk — the Rose Festival, in Sliven — the ,Slivenski Ogny-
ove“ Sliven Fires) May Days of Culture and the ,Friendship with-
out Borders* International Children’s Folk Dancing Festival, in
the town of Bolyarovo — ,Vurbova Svirka Sviri, (Willow Whistle

CTpyKTypa Ha UKOHOMMKaTa B KOrousroueH pernoH/
Economic structure in South-east region

@ CekTop Ha ycnyruTe, Services sector

B CekTop Ha MHAYCTpUATa, Production sector

[ CeKTOp Ha Ce/ICKOTO CTOMaHCTBO, Agriculture
sector

M3moyHuk BBI: Micmumym 3a nasapHa ukoHomuka, 2009 2./ Source GDP: Institute for market economy
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pucmuyeckua ce3oH, kakmo u 3a yBeauyaBaHe Ha npuxogume
om mypucmuyeckama gedHOCM U 3aemocmma UgA020gULLHO
8 noBeye yacmu om mepumopuAma Ha patioHa.

Ona3Bane u Banopu3sauus Ha HegBwkumu, gBwkumu u Hema-
mepuanHu kyamyphu uenHocmu 8 HOUIP

Llenma 3a onoa3omBopsaBaHe Ha mypucmuyeckume pecypcu
B patioHa we ce nocmuzHe ¢ gedecmBua B HAkoako HanpaBae-
HUsA: N0gobpABaHe Ha gocmona go mypucmuyeckume obekmu
u pekoHcmpykuus/mMogepHuUsUpaHe Ha uHdpacmpykmypama
— MpaHcnopmHa, UHKEHepHa, couuaaHa u mypucmuvecka;
cbxpaHABaHe, ona3BaHe u nogobpABaHe Ha kauecmBama Ha
mypucmuyeckume pecypcu - NPUpogHU, kyAmypHu u aHmpo-
NO2EHHU; UHCMUMYUUOHaAHa koopguHauus — mexkgy agmuHu-
cmpauuu u gupmu 8 mypusma.

Paspa6omBaHe u peanusupaHe Ha pezuoHaneH MmapkemuHz u
peknama Ha mypucmuyeckume npogykmu 8 HOIP

MpegBuwkga ce nogkpena 3a Cb3gaBaHemo Ha pPe2UOHaAHU
mypucmuyecku npogykmu, 3a paspabomBaHe Ha bpaHg cmpa-
meauu 3a tOVIP, ompasaBaww kyamypHama my cneuuduka,
0buyau u mpaguuuu. Lleama e uHmeapupaHemo 8 peauoHaneH
mypucmuyecku npogykm Ha usBecmHu HegBuXumu KyamypHu
UEHHOCMU, NPUPOgHU 3abereXumeaHocmu, Ha xapakmepHu 3a
patioHa npegcmaBumeAu Ha daopama u ayHama, Ha MecmHu
obuyau, npegecmaBeHu kamo mypucmuyecka ampakuus u kya-
MypHU cbbumus, koemo Wwie 3acuAU UHMepeca Ha mypucmume
kom palioHa U we cb3gage no3umuBeH uMugk U nonyAApHOCM.
LLle ce cmumyAaupa cb3gaBaHemo Ha Pe2UOHaAHU U MECMHU
mypucmuyecku acouuauuu u napmHoopcmBomo MexXgy max
U Mexkgy obwuHUme 8 paiioHa.

Pa3Bumue Ha kyamypHume u mBopueckume uHgycmpuu
8 Houp

Bypeac e usBecmeH kamo epag Ha kyamypHume npoaBu u
decmuBarume: (DecmuBaa Ha 6baeapckama nonyAspHa neceH
Jbypzac u mopemo®, MekgyHapogeH doaknopeH decmuBan,
Bupen ¢ecm, QecmuBan Ha Goaeapckama pok my3uka ,Pok
ekcnaosua®, bayc-pecmuBan, MTV-pecmuBan ,[yxom Ha byp-
2ac” (Spirit of Burgas),DecmuBan ,Bkatouu 2paga’‘, PecmuBan
Ha nAcbyHUMe ckyanmypu, TeampaneH decmuBan ,Ha bpeea“,
EceHHu AumepamypHU My3ukaasu npasHuuu u gp. B Mopckama
2paguHa ce npoBexkga mexkgyHapogHama usrokba Ha uBems
(Daopa-bypeac. B 2pag Co3onoa ce npoBexkgam MpasHuuu Ha
uskycmBama AnoaoHus. 3katouumeaHo 6oeam e doakropom
Ha cmpaxgkatckus kpai ¢ 06pegu u 0buyau. B Cmapa 3azopa
exke20gHo ce npoBexkga HauuonaneH mpakudcku (GoaknopeH
cbbop ,bozopoguuHa cmbnka“, B8 2p. KasaHaok - Mpastuk Ha
po3ama, B8 2p. CauBeH -Maticku npasHuuu Ha kyamypama ,Cau-
BeHcku 02HbOBE, U MexkgyHapogeH gemcku (GoAkAOpeH maH-
108 decmuBan ,MpuamercmBo 6e3 2paHuuu,, 8 2p.boadpoBo
- gemcku doaknopeH decmuBan ,BopooBa cBupka cBupu,, 8 2p.
fImbon - HauuoHaneH mackapageH GecmuBan u peguua gpyau.

[ledHocmume B nogkpena Ha pa3Bumuemo Ha kyaAmypHume u
mBopueckume uHgycmpuu 8 OWP we 6bgam HacoueHu koM
CMUMYAUPaHe 0p2aHu3upaHemo Ha decmuBaau B palioHa, kou-
Mo We gonpuHecam 3a nonyAapu3upademo My kamo kyamypHa
eBponelicka mypucmuyecka gecmuHauus. LLle ce cmumyaupam
npoekmu, HacoyeHu koM pa3Bumue Ha BusyaaHume uskycmea,

Blowing) Children’s Folklore Festival, in Yambol — the National
Masquerade Festival, etc.

Interventions in support of the development of the cultural and
creative industries in the SE Region will be targeted at encour-
aging the organisation of festivals in the Region, which will
contribute to its popularisation as a European cultural tourist
destination. Projects aimed at developing visual arts, mobility
of visual, stage and audiovisual works and their authors and
performers, support of Bulgarian participation in internation-
al cultural events and initiatives, such as the participation of
SMEs working in the field of fashion and design, will be encour-
aged with a view to creating local brands.

Priority ,Development of infrastructure for environmental
protection in the South-East Region”

Enhance the quality of water supply infrastructure and ser-
vices on the territory of the SE Region

As regards the level of development of the water supply sys-
tem reached as at 31st December 2011 the South-East Re-
gion ranked among the first in Bulgaria, since the proportion
of population covered by the water supply system is 99,8%,
the national average being 99,2%. All districts in the Region
enjoy very good level of meeting the needs of the population
for running water, this indicator going as far as 100% in Yambol
District. Irrespective of this, there are problems with providing
an uninterrupted supply of water to some settlements. As at
the end of 2010 the population facing water supply restriction
regimes in the South-East Region was 8%, the District of Sliv-
en being most problematic in this respect - 4,2%. Water loss
through the water distribution network in the Region is among
the highest in the country at 68,4%, the national average being
57,6%.

A problem of most pressing and large-scale nature for which a
solution will be sought is the change of obsolete water supply
networks and reduction of running water loss. Top priority will
be given to settlements with insufficient water supply or with
deteriorated quality of the water supply service. In addition,
projects for building further or reconstructing the water supply
system in areas with potential for tourism and the business
development zones will be assigned priority.

Build and modernise sewerage infrastructure and waste wa-
ter treatment plants in the South-East Region

The sewerage network in the SE Region has reached a medium
level of development, compared to the other regions of Bulgar-
ia. As at 31st December 2011 71,3% of the population was
covered by sewerage services, this indicator taking the Region
below the national average - 74%. There are disparities in rela-
tion to the proportion of the population covered by the sewer-
age network in large towns as opposed to small settiements.

The proportion of population covered by Settlement waste wa-
ter treatment plants as at 31st December 2010 in the South-
East Region was 53,2%, the national average being 55,7%. The
level of coverage of the population in Yambol District is very
low - 3,5%.

Support is targeted at building waste water treatment plants in
settiements in the Black Sea Coast Municipalities, since a large

MOBUAHOCM Ha BU3yaAHU, CUEHUYHU U ayguoBusyaAHu npous-
BegeHus U Ha mexHume aBmopu U u3nbAHUMEAU, nogkpena Ha
6oazapckomo yuacmue 8 MeXkgyHapogHO 3Ha4UMU KyAmypHU
cbOUMUA U UHUuUamuBu, kakmo u MCH, pabomewu 8 cde-
pama Ha gu3aiiHa u Mogama, C UeA (opmMupaHe Ha MecmHu
6paHgoBe.

Mpuopumem ,,Pa3Bumue Ha undpacmpykmypama 3a ona3Ba-
He Ha okoAHama cpega 8 H02ouzmoyeH paiioH”

MogobpaBaxe kayecmBomo Ha BogocHabgumenHama uHppa-
cmpykmypa u ycayau Ha mepumopuama Ha ONP

Mo gocmueHama cmeneH Ha pa3Bumue Ha BogocHabgumen-
Hama mpeXa kom 31.12.2011 2. K020u3moyHuAm padoH e Ha
€gHO om nbpBume mecma 8 cmpasama, mod kamo gexbm Ha
BogocHabgeHomo HaceneHue e 99,8%, npu cpegeH nokazamen
3a cmpaHama 99,2%. MHo20 gobpo 3agoBoaaBaHe Ha Hykgume
Ha HaceAeHUemo ¢ numedna Boga e gocmuaHamo BbB Beuyku-
me obaacmu B palioHa, kamo 8 obaacm fimboa nokazameasm
Bo3Anuza Hal00%. HesaBucumo om moBa, CbliecmByBam
npobAemMu ¢ ocuzypaBaHemo Ha HenpekoCcHamo BogocHabgs-
BaHe Ha Hakou HaceneHu mecma. Kom kpas Ha 2010 2.Hace-
AeHUEMO Ha peXum Ha BogocHabgaBaHe B VP e 0,8%, kamo
Hali-npobremHa 8 moBa omHoweHue e 06aacm CAuBeH, - 4,2%.
3aeybume npu npeHoca Ha Boga no BogonpoBogHama mpexXka
B patloHa ca egHu om Had-Bucokume 8 cmpaxama - 68,4% npu
CpegHo 3a cmpaHama 57,6%.

Hali-mawa6eH u Haaexkaw, npobaem, Ha kolmo we ce mopcu
peweHue, & nogMaHama Ha amopmusupaHu BogonpoBogHu
MpeXu U HamaaABaHe Ha 3agybume Ha numeliHa Boga. Abconlo-
MeH Npuopumem LW Gbgam HaceAeHUMe Mecma ¢ Hegocma-
mbyHO BogonogaBane uau omkaoHeHua om kasecmBomo. Le
ce nogkpenam u npoekmu 3a gouszpakgaHe u pekoHcmpykuus
Ha BogonpoBogHama mpeXa B palioHume ¢ mypucmuyecku
nomeHuuan u 8 3oHuUMe 3a pasBumue Ha usHec.

I132pakgaHe u mogepHu3upaHe Ha kaHaAusauuoHHama uH-
(pacmpykmypa u Ha npeyucmBamenHume cmaHuuu 3a om-
nagHu Bogu 8 HOUIP

KananusauuoHHama mpexXas OVIP e gocmugHaa cpegHo HUBo
Ha pasBumue B cpaBHeHue C gpyeume palioHu Ha cmpaHama.
Kom 31.12.2011 2. 71,3% om HacereHuemo e 06xBaHamo om
kaHaAu3auuoHHU ycayau, kamo no mosu nokasameA palioHbm
€ nog cpegHomo HuBo 3a cmpaHama — 74%. HabalogaBam ce
pasauyuA B geaa Ha HaceneHUemo, 06cAykBaHo om kaHaAu3a-
UuoHHa mpexka B 2onemume 2pageku ueHmpoBe u Maakume
HaceneHu Mecma.

[lexom Ha o06cAykBaHomo HaceaeHue om  CINCOB  kom
31.12.2011 2. 8 IOWP e 53,2% npu cpegHa 3a cmpaHama
cmodHocm 55,7%. C MH020 Hucka cmeneH Ha 06cAykeHocm
€ HaceneHuemo B obaacm AmBoA — 3,5%.

Mogkpena ce npegBukga 3a uszpakgaHemo Ha 2pagcku npe-
yucmBameAHu CmaHuuu 3a omnagbyHu Bogu B HaceaeHume
Mecma om YepHomopckume 06ULUHU, bl kamo 2oAdma yacm
om msx ca 6e3 uszpageHu MCOB uau NMCOB ca npemoBapeHu
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proportion of them have no WWTPs or overloaded WWTPs
during the tourist season and waste water is discharged into
the Black Sea. In addition, priority will be given to projects
aimed at building and reconstruction of sewerage networks in
the Region and of WWTPs in non-coastal settlements.

Improve and optimise the waste management system in the
SE Region

The proportion of the population covered by a system of or-
ganised waste collection in the South-East Region as at 31st
December 2011 was 97,3%, which is slightly below the na-
tional average (98,9%). The waste collection system works
relatively well in towns; however, in a large part of the rural
regions it does not function effectively and this leads to the
emergence of unregulated dumping grounds and environmen-
tal damages. Interventions will strive at an overall solution to
the waste-related problems in the Region. Emphasis will be
placed on the separation, recycling and reuse of waste, which
will lead to a diminished amount of end-waste. The aim is to
reduce the harmful effects of waste on people’s health and the
environment; equally, it is sought to encourage reuse of waste,
which will reduce the use of primary natural resources. Itis en-
visaged to develop programmes seeking to reduce drastically
the quantity of waste and introduce modern waste manage-
ment schemes, which in turn will lead to the reduction of the
greenhouse gas emissions in the Region. The introduction of
the practice of processing domestic waste in regional depots
will reduce the number of dumping grounds in operation. In
view of the tourism development potential both along the coast
and inland, the improved waste management will have an ex-
tremely beneficial effect on the quality of the environment in
settiements.

Conserve, maintain and restore biodiversity in the SE Region
The land use structure of the SE Region is as follows: agricul-
tural land forms 41,9%, forest areas - 52,1%, urbanised areas
- 4,9%. The share of protected territories is 7,6%, while the
areas protected under Natura 2000 take 32,2% of the Region’s
entire area. There are 3 nature parks on the territory of the
South-East Region — Strandzha, Sinite Kamuni and Bulgarka.
Bourgas is one of the few European town surrounded by wet-
lands of international significance for birds. The Atanasovsko
Ezero and Burgasko Ezero Lakes and the Mandra Dam Lake
offer suitable nesting places to rare representatives of the Eu-
ropean ornithofauna. Furthermore, one of the main bird migra-
tion roads called Via Pontica passes over the town of Bourgas,
which brings additional charm to the lakes, with abundance
of bird species. In the time of autumn migration over 200 000
white storks and about 30 daytime birds of prey species are
to be seen.

For the Natura 2000 protected areas and zones the plan is to
develop and update management plans. Support will be pro-
vided for the development of action plans in relation to endan-
gered flora and fauna species. Envisaged interventions include
mapping of natural habitats and species targeted for protection
in Natura 2000 designated areas, including the aquatory of
the Black Sea, and the implementation of measures seeking
to maintain a favourable environmental protection situation for
natural habitats and species.

Biodiversity is one of the future development potentials of the
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npes mypucmuyeckua ce3oH U me3u omnagbyHu Bogu ce 3ay-
cmBam B8 YepHo mope. Cbwo maka we ce HacbpyaBam npo-
ekmume, Haco4eHu kbM uszpakgaHemo u pekoHcmpykuuama
Ha kaHaausauuoHHU mpexku 8 patioHa u Ha MCOB 8 HaceaeHu
Mecma u3BbH kpalibpexHume.

Mogo6paABaHe u onmumu3upaHe Ha cucmemama 3a ynpaBae-
Hue Ha omnagvuume 8 KONP

OmHOCUMEAHUAM gAA HA HaceAeHUemOo, 06CAYXeHO om cucme-
Ma 3a 0p2aHU3upaHo cMemocbbupare 8 K020u3moyHuA palioH
kom 31.12.2011 2. e 97,3%, koemo e maako nog cpegHus no-
kazamen 3a cmpasama (98,9%). Cucmemama 3a cMemocbbu-
paHe pabomu OmHOCUMeAHO gobpe B8 2pagoBeme, HO B 20AAMa
yacm om ceackume patioHu ma He dyHkuuoHupa edekmuBHo
u moBa Bogu go nosBa Ha HepeznaMeHMUPaHU cMemuwa u
yBpexkgaHe Ha okoaHama cpega. [elHocmume we 6Gbgam
HacoueHu kom komnaekcHomo pewaBaHe Ha npobaemume,
cBbpsaHu ¢ omnagbuume B patioHa. LLle ce akueHmupa Ha
cenapupaHemo, peuukaupaHemo U nNoBMOPHOMO U3NOA3aHe
Ha omnagouume, ¢ koemo we ce Hamaau koauyecmBomo Ha
kpaGHus omnagok. Lleama e ga ce o2paHuyu BpegHomo um
Bo3geticmBue Bopxy 3gpaBemo Ha xopama u okoAHama cpega
U cblleBpemMeHHo ga ce npemuHe kom noBmopHama um yno-
mpe6a, ¢ koemo wie ce Hamaau noA3BaHemo Ha NbpBUYHU Npu-
pogHu pecypcu. MpegBukga ce paspabomBaHe Ha npozpamu,
upe3 koumo ga ce Hamaau gpacmuyHo koausecmBomo Ha om-
nagbuume u BoBexkgaHe Ha MOgepHU Cxemu Ha ynpaBAeHUemo
um, koemo om cBos cmpaHa We gonpuHece 3a HamaaaBaHe Ha
emucuume Ha napHukoBu 2a308e 8 palioHa. MpemuHaBaHemo
kom 0bpabomka Ha bumoBume omnagbuu B peauoHaaHu gena
wie Hamaau 6pos Ha GyHkuuoHupawume cmvemuuwia. MpegBug
nomeHuuaAa 3a pa3Bumue Ha mypuama, kakmo no kpadiopexXu-
emo, maka u BbB BompewHama yacm Ha palioHa, nogobps-
BaHemo Ha ynpaBAeHuemo Ha omnagbuume We ce ompasu
u3katouumenHo 6AazonpuAmHo Ha kayecmBomo Ha cpegama 8
HaceAeHume Mecma.

Ona3BaHe, noggopkaxe u Bb3cmaHoBABaHe Ha HUOAO2UYHO-
mo pa3Hoobpasue 8 HOIP

Tepumopuartama cmpykmypa 8 tOVIP e caegHama: 3emegen-
ckume mepumopuu ca 41,9%, 2opckume 52,1%, ypbaHusupa-
Hume 4,9%. [lenom Ha 3awumeHume mepumopuu e 7,6%, a
3awumeHume 304U no Hamypa 2000 3aemam 32,2% om nAo-
wima Ha patiosa. Ha mepumopuama Ha t02ousmoue patioH ce
Hamupam 3 npupogHu napka — ,Cmpatgika’, ,CuHume kamvbHu*
u ,boacapka“. bypaac e eguH om Maakomo eBponedicku 2pago-
Be, 3a06ukoner om BAakHU 30HU C MeXQYHapPOGHO 3HAYeHue
32 nmuuume. AmaxacoBckomo esepo, bypzackomo e3epo u
A308up ,MaHgpa“ ocuzypABam nogxogaALLU Mecma 3a 2He3geHe
Ha peguua pegku npegcmaBumeau Ha eBponetickama opHUMO-
(ayHa. Hag 2pag bypeac npemuHaBa u eguH om OCHOBHUME
npeAemHU Momua ,.Bua noHmuka®, koimo cbc cBoemo nmu-
Ye MH02006pasue BHacA gOMbAHUMEAHO 06asHUE Ha e3epama.
Io Bpeme Ha eceHHama Muzpauus Mozam ga 6bgam Habalo-
gaBaHu Hag 200 000 6eau wiopkena u okoao 30 Buga gHeBHU
2pabAuBu nmuuy.

3a 3awumeHUMe MePUMOpUU U 3aWUmeHUme 30HU no Ha-
mypa 2000 ce nAaaHupa paspabomBaHe u akmyaAusupaHe Ha
nAaHoBe 3a ynpaBaeHue. Mogkpena wie noayyu paspabomBaxe-
Mo Ha nAaHoBe 3a gelicmBue 3a 3acmpatueHu XuBomuHcku u

SE Region. In this sense, interventions aimed at popularisation
of the local flora and fauna as symbols of the Region will be
encouraged. Securing suitable conditions for bird-watching of
rare and endangered species will attract tourists and create a
livelihood for the local population.

Avoid nature-driven hazards on the territory of the SE Region

According to the Climate Change Vulnerability Index for NUTS
2 regions calculated for all regions in the EU, the SE Region,
together with the North-East and the South-West regions, is
classified as a region of medium risk. The remaining three re-
gions are more vulnerable. It is believed that climate changes
will have their effect also on the conditions for tourism. In order
to secure the economic and social stability and the develop-
ment of the SE Region in the long run, it is planned to have
interventions aimed at the adaptation of the Region to climate
change and the reduction of nature-driven risks to reasonable
levels, as well as at promotion of research on anticipating the
impact of climate changes. Projects to be supported will fo-
cus on sustainable use of fish resources and aquacultures,
conservation of coastal ecosystems, reduced contamination
of sea water, cleansing of riverbeds and building fortification
facilities, building facilities to combat erosion, afforestation of
deforested areas, development of early warning and preven-
tion systems for up-coming hazards of floods, fires, activated
landslides, etc.

Improve the air quality on the territory of the SE Region

The South-East Region is the biggest greenhouse-gas and
carbon-dioxide emitter in the country. According to surveys
conducted by the Environment Executive Agency per-capita
greenhouse-gas emissions in CO2 equivalents have reached
21.195 tonnes in the SE Region, the national average being
6.962 tonnes — this is tree times the national average. This
indicator is highest in Stara Zagora District - 61.556 tonnes,
this concentration being measured in Gulabovo and Radnevo
municipalities. The lowest level is in Yambol District. There are
several polluted air basins - Maritsa East, Bourgas and Stara
Zagora. The main sources of air pollution in the Region are the
production processes in Lukoil Neftochim Bourgas AD, the pro-
duction and extraction processes in the Maritsa East Thermal
Power Plant, Radnevo and Gulabovo, the auto transport and
the utilities sector.

It is planned to implement interventions and measures seek-
ing to achieve reduction of the total annual carbon dioxide
emissions, develop and implement (municipal) air quality
management programmes in areas with deteriorated air quality,
increase the use of environmental-friendly fuels. As a whole,
the implementation of such measures will lead to a healthier
environment for the people who live and work in areas with
deteriorated air quality in the SE Region.

Priority ,Jmprovement of the access to educational, health,
social, cultural services and development of sports infra-
structure in the South - East Region*

According to the latest census in Bulgaria dating back to 2011
the size of the population in the South-East Region was 1 078
002 people, which corresponds to 14,6% of the total popula-

pacmumenAHu BugoBe. MpegBuxkga ce kapmupaxe Ha NpUPoOgHU
Mecmoo6umanusa u BugoBe, npegmem Ha onasBaHe B 30HUMe
no Hamypa 2000, BkalouumeaHo 8 akBamopuama Ha YepHo
MOpe U peaau3upasemo Ha Mepku, HacoueHu KoM noggopikaHe
Ha 6Aa20NpUAMHO NPUPOJO3ALWUMHO CbCMOAHUE HA NPUPOg-
HUMe MecmoobumaHus U BugoBe.

Buopas+oobpasuemo e eguH 0m NomMeHUUaAume 3a Gbgewo-
mo pa3Bumue Ha HOVIP. B mo3u acnekm we ce cmumyaupam
UHUUUamuBu, Haco4eHu koM nonyaapusupade Ha (aopama u
(hayHama kamo cumBoau Ha palioHa. Cb3gaBaHemo Ha nogxo-
gAWU ycAoBuA 3a HabalogeHue Ha pegku u 3acmpatueHu BugoBe
e NpuBAeye mypucmu U We Cb3gage NOMUHoK 32 MECMHOMO
HaceneHue.

MpeBeHuusa Ha npupogHu puckoBe Ha
mepumopuama Ha tOlIP

(CbanacHo u34ucAeH uHgeke Ha yasBumocm om kaumamuyHume
NpoMeHu 3a palloHume om HuBo 2 3a ueAuA EC VP, 3aegHo
cbe CUP u HO3P, ce omHaca kbm patioHume cbC CpegHa yas-
Bumocm. OcmaHaaume mpu palioHa 8 cmpasama ca no-CUAHO
yA3Bumu. Cyuma ce, Ye npomeHume Ha kaumama wie okakam
cBoemo Bu3ageticmBue u Bopxy ycroBuama 3a mypucmuyecka
gedHocm. 3a ga ce ocuzypu ukoHomuuecka u couuaaHa cma-
ouAHocm u pa3Bumue Ha HOVIP B goA20CPOYEH NAGH Ce NAa-
Hupam gediHocmu, ocuzypABaliu aganmupaHemo Ha pailoHa
kom kaumamuyHume npomMeHu U pegyuupaxe Ha npupogHume
puckoBe go gonycmumu HUBa, kakmo u cmuMyAupaHe Ha Ha-
yYHUME u3cAegBaHuA 3a npoeHo3upaHe Ha Bb3gelcmBuemo
Ha kaumamuyHume npomeu. LLe 6bgam nogkpeneHu npoek-
mu, HacouyeHu kom ycmodyuBa ekcnaoamauua Ha pubHume
pecypcu U akBakyamypume, CbxpaHaBaHe Ha kpalbpekHume
ekocucmemu, HamaasBaHe Ha 3ambpcaBaHemo Ha Mopckume
Bogu, noyucmBaxe Ha kopuma Ha peku u uszpakgaHe Ha 3a-
WUMHU CbopbXkeHus, udzpakgare Ha CbopkeHua 3a bopba ¢
epo3uAma, 3anecABaHe Ha 06e3AeCEHU yyacmbul, uszpakgate
Ha cucmemu 3a npeBeHuus U paHHo npegynpeXkgeHue 3a Bb3-
HukBawu onacHocmu om HaBogHeHus, nokapu, akmuBupaHe
Ha cBAavuwia u gp.

MoBuwaBaHe Ha kayecmBomo Ha ammocdepHua Bb3gyx Ha
mepumopuama Ha 0P

IOP e Hal-2onemusm emumep Ha napHukoBu 2a308e u ce-
peH guokcug B cmpaHama. CbaaacHo uscaegBaHua Ha MAOC
emucuume Ha napHukoBu 2a308e, npupaBHeHu kom CO2 ek-
BuBareHm Ha 4oBek om HaceaeHuemo B HOUP ca gocmuzHa-
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tion of the country. The district with the largest population is
Bourgas District - 38,6% of the population of the Region live
there; it is followed by Stara Zagora District which accounts
for 30,9% of the population. The concentration of population
in the districts of Bourgas and Stara Zagora is a result of the
deteriorated living conditions and business conditions in the
remaining two districts — Sliven and Yambol.

The natural growth rate in the SE Region is higher than the na-
tional average — minus 4%. Sliven and Bourgas districts are
among the ones with the highest rates of natural increase for
2011 in Bulgaria. This is due to the high levels of the crude birth
rate, Sliven District being the one with the highest birth rate
throughout the country for 2011 - 12,5%. The remaining three
districts in the SE Region rank relatively high in terms of birth
rate, compared to the other districts in Bulgaria.

Irrespective of this, as regards the age structure of the popu-
lation in the South-East Region, the unfavourable demographic
development tendencies typical of the country as a whole are
confirmed here too — aging of population is observed, which is
a result of the increased size and share of the population aged
65 or older. The age structure of the population in Bourgas and
Sliven districts is relatively favourable.

The policy of the Region will be aimed at counteracting demo-
graphic problems arising from reduced birth rate and increased
migration with a view to overcoming the disproportions in the
territorial spread of the population, which in turn leads to re-
duced economic growth in poorly populated areas.

Improve the educational infrastructure and provide access to
sites offering educational services in the SE Region

The net enrolment coefficient for children joining kindergartens
for the 2011/2012 school year (number o children, enrolled in
kindergartens in relation to children aged 3 to 6 years) in the
SE Region was the lowest compared to the remaining NUTS
2 Regions in the country - 77,6% (the national average being
81,5%). The low level is due to the districts of Sliven and Yam-
bol, which have the lowest levels throughout the country.

The number of students who completed their basic education
in school year 2012 in the SE Region was 8 326 people, which
constitutes 15,4% of all people who have completed their basic
education nationwide. In school year 2012 the number of peo-
ple who completed their secondary education in the SE Region
was 8 592, which is 14,4% of all who finished their secondary
education nationwide.

K,
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LMEeHT Ha Koeduunent Ha AAn Ha HaceneHueTo ¢

Bpoii Ha N
3aeTocT Ha 6e3pabotnua Ha  Bucwe obpasosaHue - % OT
HaceneHnero—
HaceneHneTo Hacenexuerto 15- Hace/leHUeTo Ha Bb3pacT
T AT E A Ayum 15-64r.-% 64r.-% Hap7r.
nokasarenu/ : :
Core Demographic Indicators Population size Employment Unemployment P‘ropomon of People with a
R rate for rate for higher-education degree as
measured in . . .
population 15-  population 15- 64 % of the population aged

number of people
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East Region

Byprac/ Bourgas

CnuseH /Sliven
Crapa3aropa/ Stara Zagora
Am6on/ Yambol

1078 002

197473

131447

64 years in %

years in % over 7 years

58.5 16.1

ase;7 [ [ 116 |

55.9 13

333265 L 71

62.3 15.4 14

U3moyHuK: HayuoHaseH cmamucmuyecku uHcmumym, Espocmam /Source: National Statistical Institute, Eurostat
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AU 21.195 m, npu cpegHo 3a cmpaHama 6.962 m. — moBa
HagBuwaBa mpu Nbmu cpegHama cmodHoCM 32 cmpaHama.
Hati-Bucoka e cmoiiHocmma Ha noka3amead 8 obracm Cmapa
3azopa - 61.556 m, kamo koHueHmpauusma e 8 obuwuHa MoAb-
6080 U 06wuHa PagHeBo. Hail-Hucka e cmoliHocmma 8 o6aacm
Am6oa. PopmupaHu ca HaKoAKO 3aMbpCeHU Bb3gyLHu bacei-
HU — Mapuua—/13mok, bypeac u Cmapa 3azopa. OcHoBHUMe
U3MOYHULU Ha 3ambpcABaHe Ha ammocdepHua Bb3gyx 8 pa-
{ioHa ca npou3BogcmBeHama getiHocm Ha ,/\ykola Hedmoxum
Bypzac* All,npomutureHume u goouBHume getiHocmu 8 TEL|
,Mapuua-usmok"“, PagHeBo u MAbb0Bo, aBmompaHcnopma u
komyHaAHo-6umoBus cekmop.

[AaHUpaHo e peaAusupaHemo Ha gelHOCMU U Mepku 3a Ha-
MaAABaHe Ha 0BuUMe 20gULLHU eMucuU Ha cepeH guokcug,
32 pa3pabomBaHe U u3nbAHeHUe Ha (06LWUHCKu) npozpamu 3a
ynpaBaeHue Ha kayuecmBomo Ha Bb3gyxa B palloHUMe C Hapy-
weHo kavyecmBo Ha Bb3gyxa, 3a noBuwiaBaHe ynompebama Ha
ekoAo2u4HO Yucmu 20puBa. Kamo uaAo peaausauusima Ha mesu
Mepku we goBege go npeBpowiademo Ha okoaHama cpega 8
no-3gpaBocAoBHa 3a xopama, koumo »uBeam u ce mpygam 8
patioHume ¢ HapyuwieHo kayecmBo Ha Bb3gyxa 8 OUP.

Mpuopumem ,Mogo6psABaHe Ha gocmbna go 06pa3oBamentu,
3gpaBHu, couuanHu, kyamypHu ycayau u pa3Bumue Ha cnopm-
Hama uHdpacmpykmypa 8 K02ousmoyeH paiion”

CbenacHo nocaegHOMO OduuuanHo npebponABaHe Ha Hacene-
Huemo B Boazapus, u3BopweHo npe3 2011 2., 6poAm Ha Hace-
AeHuemo B 02ousmoueH patioH Bvb3auza Ha 1 078 002 gywu,
coomBememBawiu Ha 14,6% om 06WOMOo HaceAeHue Ha cmpa-
Hama. C Hali-20nam 6poli HaceaeHue e obaacm bypeac - 38,6%
OM HaceAeHUemo Ha paioHa, caegBaHa om obaacm Cmapa 3a-
20pa - 30,9%. CmpynBaHemo Ha HaceaeHuemo B obaacm byp-
2ac u obracm Cmapa 3azopa e 8 pesyamam Ha BaowaBaHe Ha
ycroBuAma 3a XkuBom u busHec 8 ocmaHaAume gBe obaacmu
— CAuBeH u fiIMBOA.

KoeduuueHmbm Ha ecmecmBen npupacm 8 OVIP e no-Bucok
0m cpegHuA 3a cmpasama — MuHyc 4%. 0oaacm CAuBeH u 06-
Aacm bypaac ca cpeg obracmume ¢ Hail-Bucok koeduuueHm Ha
ecmecmBeH npupacm 3a 2011 2. 8 cmpanama. ToBa ce goaku
Ha Bucokume cmolHocmu Ha koeduuueHma Ha pakgaemocm,
kamo obracm CAuBeH e 0baacmma ¢ Haidl-Bucoka pakgaemocm
B8 usnama cmpana 3a 2011 2. — 12,5%. Coc cpaBHumeaHo
no-Bucok npougHm Ha pakgaemocm CnpAMO OCMaHaAume
obracmu 8 cmpadama ca u gpyaume mpu oéaacmu 8 FOUIP.

Bobnpeku moBa no omHoweHue Ha Bv3pacmoBama cmpykmypa
Ha HaceneHuemo B Hz2ousmoueH palioH ce nomBbpkgaBam
HebAa2onpuAMHUME meHgeHuuu B8 gemozpadckomo pasBu-
mue, xapakmepHu 3a cmpaHama kamo usAo - 3acmapaBatqe Ha
HaceaeHuemo, koemo ce u3pasABa B yBeauuaBaHe Ha 6poA u
geAa Ha HacereHuemo Ha 65 u noBeye 20guHU. OMHOCUMEAHO
6AazonpuAmHa e Bv3pacmoBama cmpykmypa Ha HaceAeHUemo
B8 obaacm bypaac u o6aacm CAuBeH.

Moaumukama 3a pa3Bumue Ha palioHa we 6bge Haco4eHa koM
npeogoAaBate Ha gemozpadckume npobAaemu, CBbp3aHu C Ha-
ManABaHe Ha pakgaemocmma u yBeauyaBaHe Ha Muzpauusma
C UeA NpeogodBate Ha gucnponopuusma 8 mepumopuaHomo
pasnpegeneHue Ha HacereHuemo, koemo om cBos cmpana Bogu
g0 HamaaABaHe Ha ukoHomuveckua pacmeX 8 cAabo Hacene-

The tertiary education system in the SE Region includes 3
universities and specialised higher-education schools (located
only in district centres — 2 in Bourgas and 1 in Stara Zagora)
out of the total of 45 for the entire country. The number of stu-
dents in universities and specialised higher-education institu-
tions located in the South-East Region during the 2012/2013
school year was 14 086, which makes 5,3% of all students
in the country (263 900 students) — one of the lowest shares
among Bulgaria’s NUTS 2 regions. The number of university
graduates in the SE Region in 2011 amounted to 24,3%, the
national average being 27,3% and the EU-27 average - 34,6%.
Interventions related to securing access for more people to the
tertiary education system, for example, establishing flexible
training and education formats, encouraging mobility within the
education system, etc. will be supported.

The Region is affected most unfavourably as regards education
in terms of the proportion of early leavers of the training and ed-
ucation system (people who completed 18-24 years). In 2011
in the SE Region this proportion was 19,4%, the national aver-
age being 12,8% and the EU-27 average - 13,5%, which takes
the Region to the last position in comparison to the other NUTS
2 regions in Bulgaria. In order to reduce the level of school
dropouts and early leavers, measures are envisaged seeking
to prevent school dropout and early school leaving, as well as
to create conditions for partnership at all levels of management
(school, local, regional and national).

Bearing in mind the key role of human resources for the devel-
opment of the Region, a key objective is to provide conditions
for high-quality education and equal opportunities in education,
including to people who experience financial difficulties or who
are disadvantaged. Meanwhile, support will be provided for in-
terventions aiming at the improved quality of the education sys-
tem, such as construction, reconstruction, repair works of and
equipment for educational institutions (nurseries and kinder-
gartens, basic or secondary education schools, universities).

Improve the health and social infrastructure and secure ac-
cess to institutional providers of health and social services
in the SE Region

As at 31st December 2012 there were 49 hospitals on the ter-
ritory of the South-East Region whose total capacity is 6 147
beds. Qutpatient care operates through 249 establishments
(156 beds) which include diagnostic consultative centres,
dental centres, medical diagnostic and technical laboratories,
health services being also provided in another 16 health and
clinical establishments (692 beds). A large proportion of the
healthcare network is concentrated in the districts of Bourgas
and Stara Zagora, a smaller one in the districts of Sliven and
Yambol.

Efforts will be directed towards the reconstruction, refurbish-
ment and equipment of healthcare and medical establish-
ments, with a special emphasis on the setting up of high-tech
units for diagnostics and treatment of socially significant dis-
eases, as well as improving the facilities and upgrading medical
equipment in haemodialysis units. These measures will secure
improved quality of medical services and the healthcare infra-
structure. In order to achieve quicker access of the population
to specialised medical establishments, investments will be

HUme Mmecma.

MogobpaBaHe Ha o6pa3oBameaHama uHgppacmpykmypa u
ocuzypaBaHe Ha gocnbn go obekmume, npegocmaBawiy 06-
pa3oBamennu ycayau 8 HOUIP

HemHuam koeduuuenm Ha 3anucBaHe Ha geuama 8 gemckume
2paguHu 3a yuebHama 2011/2012 2. (geua, 3anucau 8 gemcka
2paguHa cnpamMo obwus bpod Ha geuama Ha Bb3pacm 3-6 2.)
8 HOVIP e Hal-Hucbk cpeg ocmanaaume palioHu om HUBo 2 8
cmpadama - 77,6% (cpegHo 3a cmpaHama 81,5%). Huckama
cmodHocm ce gbaku Ha obaacm CauBeH u obracm AMBOA,
koumo umam Had-Hucku cmolHocmu cpeg Bcuuku obaacmu
8 cmpaHama.

BpoAm Ha 3aBbpluuAume 0cHOBHO 06pa3oBaHue npe3 yyebHa-
ma 2012 2. 8 HOUP e 8 326 gywu, koemo npegcmaBanBa 15,4 %
0m 3aBopLuuAume 0cHOBHO 06pa3oBaHue B cmpaHama. Cpeg-
HO 06pa3oBaHue npe3 yuebHama 2012 2. 8 KOUP ca 3aBbpLuuu
8592 gywu — 14,4% om 3aBopwurume cpegHo 06pa3oBaHue
8 cmpaHama.

B cucmemama Ha Bucwemo o6pa3oBatue 8 0P ca BkatoueHu
3 yHuBepcumema u cneuuaausupanu Bucwu yquauwa (camo 8
obracmHume ueHmpoBe bypzac — 2 6p. u Cmapa 3azopa — 1
6p.), om 06wo 45 3a cmpaHama. bposm Ha yyawume ce 8
yHUBEpCUMEMU U cneuuaAuupaHu Bucwiu y4ebHu 3aBegeHus
Ha mepumopuAma Ha KzousmoyHus palioH npe3 yyebHama
2012/2013 2. e 14 086 bp. cmygeHmu, koemo npegcmaBanBa
5,3% om Bcuuku cmygeHmu 8 cmpanama (263 900 6p.) — eguH
om Hai-Huckume gAanoBe cpeg patioHume om HuBo 2. bpoam
Ha 3aBopiuaume Bucwe obpasoBatue B HOUP npe3 2012/2013
2. € 3430 gywu, uau 5,8% om 06Wo 3aBopwluAume 3a cmpa-
Hama (58 961 gywu).OmHOCUMEAHUAM gAA HA HAaceAeHUemo
Ha Bb3pacm 30 - 34 HaBbplueHU 20gUHU CbC 3aBbplieHo Bu-
cwe obpa3oBaHue B8 IOUP npe3 2011 2. Bvb3ausa Ha 24,3% npu
CpegHa 3a cmpaHama cmodHocm — 27,3% u 3a EC-27 — 34,6%.
MpegBuxkga ce nogkpena 3a getdHocmu, cBbp3aHu ¢ ocuzyps-
BaHe Ha gocmbn Ha noBeye Auua go cucmemama 3a Bucwe
06pa3oBaHue, kamo Hanpumep ymBopkgaBaHemo Ha 2bBkaBu
(hopmu Ha 0byyeHue, cmuMyAUpaHemo Ha MobuAHocmma 8
cucmemama Ha 06pa3oBaHuemo u gp.

B no-HebAazonpuamHa cumyauus palioHbm Ce Hamupa no om-
HOWEHUE HA geAa Ha PaHo HanycHaaume 06pasoBaHue u 0by-
yeHue (18-24 HaBopuueHu 2oguHu). Mpes 2011 2. 8 IOVIP mosu
g#A Bb3Au3a Ha 19,4% npu cpegHa cmModHOCM 32 cmpaHama
—12,8% u 3a EC-27 — 13,5%, kamo paliovom ce Hapega Ha
NOCAEgHO MACMO cpeg patioHume om HUBO 2. 3a HamaAdBaHe
Ha geAa Ha npexkgeBpemMeHHO HanyCHaAUME YYUAUWLE CE NAAHU-
pa peaauzauuama Ha Mepku 3a npeBeHuus Ha omnagaHemo u
HanyckaHemo, kakmo u cv3gaBaHe Ha ycAoBUS 3a NapmHbOp-
cmBo Ha Bcuyku HUBa Ha ynpaBAeHUE (YYUAULLHO, MECMHO,
PE2UOHAAHO U HAUUOHAAHO).

Omyumaiku katoyoBama poas Ha YoBewkume pecypcu 3a pas-
Bumuemo Ha palioHa, 0CHOBHa UeA € ocu2ypABaHemo Ha ycAo-
BuA 3a kauecmBeHo 06pa3oBaHue U Ha paBHU Bob3MokHOCMU
3a 06pa3oBaHue, BkalouumeAHo 3a Auua B 3ampygHeHo couu-
2AHO U HepaBHOCMOUHO NOAOXKEHUE. B gONbAHEHUE W Ce Nog-
kpenAam gediHocmu, HacoueHU kbm nogobpABaHe kayecmBomo
Ha obpasoBameaHama uHdpacmpykmypa - cmpoumeAcmBo,
pekoHcmpykuuA, pemMoHm u 06opygBaHe Ha 0bpa3oBameAHu
UHCMUMYyUUU (gemcku ACAU U 2paguHu, 0CHOBHU U CPegHU yyu-
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earmarked as a pool for upgrading the vehicles and equipment
used, as well as for repair works, in the system of emergency
care.

The highlights in the area of social services as part of the dein-
stitutionalisation policy in the SE Region will be as follows: pro-
vision of equal opportunities for access to this type of services
(including of residents of small remote settlements at some
distance from towns), improvement of the quality of these ser-
vices, developing public-private partnerships for provision of
such services, improvement of the facilities where such ser-
vices are offered. It is important for the development of border
areas in the Region to rely on shared use of infrastructure for
social and healthcare services in border settiements.

Improve the cultural infrastructure and access to cultural
services in the SE Region

In 2012 there were 11 theatres, 30 museums, 6 cinemas, 7
libraries, 11 radio operators and 15 TV operators working on
the territory of the SE Region. The theatres in Bourgas and the
Stara Zagora Opera are of great regional importance.

In combination with coastal tourism and recreation the cul-
tural monuments and features contribute to the diversification
of the tourist product on offer in the South-East Region and
the prolongation of the active summer tourist season. In this
sense, interventions to support will seek to secure access to
the cultural and natural heritage in the Region through building,
reconstruction and modernisation of the cultural infrastructure
such as cinema, opera, theatre and concert halls, museums
and art galleries, libraries, community centres, including im-
proved access of disadvantaged people to cultural institutions.

Build and reconstruct sports infrastructure for professional
sports and sports for leisure and improve the access to sport
services in the SE Region

In compliance with the government policy for provision of con-
ditions for improved physical fitness of the population, which
will have a positive effect on their health status too, interven-
tions including repair works and modernisation of the existing,
as well as building new, facilities as part of sports infrastruc-
ture for professional and amateur sport in the SE Region are
encouraged. Indirectly, these initiatives will boost the regional
economy through opening new jobs in settlements.

Priority ,,Improvement of the quality and competitiveness of
human resources in the South - East Region“

As at 31st December 2012 the employment rate for popula-
tion aged 20 to 64 years in the SE Region was 62,4% - lower
than the national average at 63% and the EU-27 average at
68,5%. The highest employment rate (for population aged 15
to 64) was registered in Stara Zagora district - 62,8% and the
lowest — in Sliven District at 51,8%. The unemployment rate
in the Region for population aged 15 to 64 was 12,1% (for
2012), which is close to the national average at 12,3% and
higher than the EU-27 average at 10,5%. Stara Zagora District
was in the most favourable situation in terms of unemployment
rate for 2012 - 7,1%, whilst Sliven District was in the most
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Auwa, yHuBepcumemu).

Mogo6paBaHe Ha 3gpaBHama u couuanHama uHgpacmpyk-
mypa u ocu2ypABaHe Ha gocnTbn GO UHCMUMYyuuume, npe-
gocmaBawu 3gpaBHu u couuannu yeayeu 68 OUIP

Kom 31.12.2012 2. Ha mepumopusma Ha t02ou3moyeH palioH
ce Hamupam 49 6oAHUYHU 3aBegeHus ¢ kanauumem 0bwo 6
147 neena. 138bHO0AHUYHAMA NOMOLL pa3noAaza ¢ 249 3aBe-
geHus (156 Ae2na) — guazHocmuyHo-koHCYAMamuBHU ueHmMpo-
Be, CmMOMamoAO2UYHU UeHMPOBe, Meguko-guagHOCMUYHU U
mexHuyecku nabopamopuu, kamo 3gpaBHu ycayau ce npegha-
2am u B 16 gpyeu 3gpaBHu u AeuebHU 3aBegeHus (692 reana).
fondma yacm om 3gpaBHama mpexa ce koHueHmpupa 8 0bAa-
cmume bypeac u Cmapa 3a20pa, u no-maaka - 8 obracmume
CAuBeH u AMBOA.

Yeuauama we 6bgam HacoueHu koM pekoHcmpykuus, 06Ho-
BaBaHe u 060opygBaHe Ha AeyebHU U 3gpaBHU 3aBegeHus CbC
cneuuaneH akueHm Bopxy Cb3gaBaHe Ha BucokomexXHOAOUYHU
3Bena 3a guazHocmuka U AeYeHUE Ha COUUAAHO-3HAYUMU 3300~
AABaHuA U nogobpsaBaHe Ha MamepuaaHama 6asa u 06HoBABa-
He Ha MeguuuHckama anapamypa 8 xemoguaAusHume cmpyk-
mypu. Teau mMepku we ocuzypam nogobpABaHe kauecmBomo
Ha MeguuuHckomo o6cAykBaHe u 3gpaBHama uHdpacmpyk-
mypa. C ueA no-6bp3 gocmbn Ha HACEAEHUEMO go CneuuaAu-
3upaHu AeyebHU 3aBegeHus, LWe Ce noggbpkam uHBecmuuul,
cBbp3aHu ¢ nogMAHa HAa aBMOMOGUAHUA napk u anapamypa,
kakmo u u3BbpwBaHe Ha pemoHMU B cucmemama 3a cnewHa-
ma MeguuuHcka nomoul,

OcHoBHU akueHmu B cdepama Ha couuaaHume ycayau, 8 pam-
kume Ha noaumukama 3a geuHcmumyuuoHaausauus, 8 NP
Wwe bbgam: ocuzypaBaHemo Ha paBHu BbamokHocmu 3a goc-
mbn go mo3u Bug ycayau (BkatouumeAHo u Ha XkuBeewume 8
Manku, omganeyeHu om 2pagckume ueHmpoBe HacereHu Mec-
ma), noBuwaBaHemo Ha maxHomo kauecmBo, uszpakgaHemo
Ha nybAUYHO-4acMHO NapmHbopcmBa 3a npegocmaBaHemo
um, nogobpABaHe Ha MamepuaAHO-mexHudeckama um 6asa.
Om 3HaveHue 3a pa3Bumue Ha nozpaHu4HUMe mepumopuu 8
palioHa we Gbge cnogeAeHOMO U3NOoA3BaHe Ha UHGpacmpyk-
mypa 3a COUUaAHU U 3gpaBHu ycAyeu B nozpaHudHUMe Hace-
AGHU Mecma.

Mogo6paBaxe Ha kyamypHama undpacmpykmypa u Ha goc-
mona go kyamyphu yeayzu 8 OUP

Cmamucmuyeckume gaHHu om 2012 noka3Bam, ye Ha mepu-
mopuama Ha WP ca pasnoroxkeHu 11 meampu, 30 my3es, 6
kuna, 7 6udauomeku, 11 paguoonepamopu u 15 meaeBu3uoHHU
onepamopu. C 20AIMO Pe2UOHaAHO 3Ha4eHUe ca meampume 8
Bypeac u onepama 8 Cmapa 3azopa.

CbyemaHu ¢ mopckus pekpeamuBeH mypusom, kyamypHume
namMemHuuu U npoABu gonpuHacAm 3a pasHoobpasnBaHe Ha
mypucmuyeckus npogykm, npegaaza 8 t02ousmoueH palioH
U go ygonrkaBaHe Ha akmuBHUA AemeH mypucmuyecku Ce3oH.
B mo3u acnekm we ce nogkpenam mepku, cBbp3aHu ¢ ocuzy-
pABaHe Ha gocmbn go kyaAmypHO U npupogHo HacaegemBo 8
palioHa upe3 uszpakgane, pekoHcmpykuus U MogepHU3auus Ha
kyamypHama uHgpacmpykmypa - kuHa, onepu, meampu, koH-
UepMHU 3aAu, My3eu U xygoxkecmBeHu 2aAepuu, bubauomeku,
yumanuwa, 8ka. nogobpABaHe gocmbna Ha Auuama 8 HepaBHo-

unfavourable situation with a level of unemployed at 19,7%.
Both indicators rank the Region second nationwide, following
the South-West Region.

The South-East Region ranks second among all NUTS 2
regions in Bulgaria in terms of mean income per household
member for 2010 - 3 643 leva, the South-West Region holding
first position, whilst the national average being 3 648 leva. This
is due primarily to the higher level of employment compared to
the remaining 4 regions. Salaries keep being the main source
of income for households, making some 50% of the total in-
come. The average salary level in the SE Region in 2010 was
7205 leva.

Various interventions and initiatives will be supported aimed at
improved levels of work force knowledge and skills and inte-
gration of the largest possible number of people into the labour
market in the Region to include fostering life-long learning, im-
proving the level of professional qualifications of the employed,
acquiring practical experience during training, foreign languag-
es and IT training, reducing unemployment within risk groups
on the labour market, promotion of employment of youth and
women, re-training for those employed in industries under
restructuring and acquiring competencies in tune with labour
market needs, etc.

Priority ,,Strengthening the administrative capacity of local
and regional authorities in the South - East Region*

Improve strategic planning principles and practices in the
SE Region

One of the prerequisites for the achievement of the strategic
development objectives of the SE Region is strengthening the
expert capacity and competencies of regional and local insti-
tutions to enhance their ability to develop and implement their
regional policy and manage projects. In this sense, interven-
tions will be encouraged which seek to improve planning and
programming processes at the regional and local levels, as well
as to strengthen the institutional and expert capacity of the Re-
gional Development Council of the South-East Region and the
District Development Councils of the four districts comprising
the Region.

Develop partnerships among local and regional authorities,
the NGO sector, universities and businesses in the SE
Region

Under this objective initiatives to support will seek to estab-
lish partnerships between the public and private sectors for
development and implementation of regional and local plans
and programmes, between the administration, the NGO sector,
universities and the business for solving local problems, devel-
oping public-private partnerships to work on development and
implementation of regional and local plans and programmes
and on the introduction of modern forms of administrative ser-
vices to provide to businesses and citizens and on the provi-
sion of accessible public services.

Secure sustainable and balanced development on territory
of the SE Region

CMOUHO NOAOXKEHUE go kyAmypHUME UHCMUMYyuuu.

I132paxkgaHe u pekoHcmpykuua Ha cnopmHama uxgpacmpyk-
mypa 3a npod)ecuoHaneH cnopm u cnopm 6 cBo6ogHomo Bpe-
Me u nogobpABaHe gocmuna go cnopmuu yeayzu 8 HONP

CbobpasHo gopkaBHama noaumuka 3a ocuzypABaHe Ha ycAo-
BuA 3a nogobpsBaHe Ha Guauyeckama akmuBHOCM Ha Hacene-
Huemo, koemo we uma u noaokumeneH edekm 3a nogobps-
BaHe Ha 3gpaBHua My cmamyc, ce npegBukgam gedHocmu,
cBbp3aHu ¢ peMOHM U MOgepHU3UpaHe Ha ColecmByBauiama,
kakmo u usepakgaHe Ha HOBU 06ekmu Ha chopmHama uHdpa-
cmpykmypa 3a npoecuoHareH cnopm u cnopm 8 cBobogHomo
Bpeme B HOVIP. KocBeHo me3u gediHocmu we gonpuHecam 3a
nognomazate Ha peauoHarHama ukoHomuka, upes paskpuBaHe
Ha HOBU pabomHu Mecma B HaceAeHUMe Mecma.

Mpuopumem ,Mogo6psABane Ha kayecmBeHume xapakmepuc-
muku u koHkypeHmocnoco6Hocmma Ha 4oBewkume pecypcu
8 H02ouamoueH pailon”

Kom 31.12.2012 2. koedpuuueHmvbm Ha 3aemocm Ha Hacee-
Huemo Ha Bb3pacm 20-64 2. 8 OUIP Bv3ausa Ha 62,4% - no-Hu-
cbk om cpegHus 3a cmpaHama - 63% u 3a EC-27 — 68,5%.
Had-Bucok e koeuuueHmbm Ha 3aemocm (Ha HacereHuemo
Ha Bv3pacm 15-64 2.) B obaacm Cmapa 3azopa — 62,8%, a
Hal-Hucbk — B8 obracm CauBeH — 51,8%. PaBHuwemo Ha be3-
pabomuua Ha HacereHuemo Ha Bvb3pacm 15-64 2. 8 palioHa e
12,1% (322012 2.) - 6AU30 go cpegHomo 3a cmpaHama - 12,3%
U no-Bucoko om moBa 3a EC-27 — 10,5%. B Hail-6Aa2onpuamHo
noaokeHue e obaacm Cmapa 3azopa ¢ koeduuueHm Ha 6e3pa-
6omuua npe3 2012 2. - 7,1%, a 8 Hail-HebAa2oNPUAMHO — 06-
Aacm CauBeH - 19,7%. 11 no g8ama nokasameaa patioHom ce
Hapexga Ha Bmopo MAcmo B cmpadama - caeg O3P.

t020u3moveH patioH e Ha Bmopo MACMO cpeg palioHume om
HUBO 2 B cmpaHama no 06W, goX0g CPegHO Ha Auue om go-
makurcmBomo 3a 2010 2. — 3 643 A8. caeg 03P ¢ 6auska go
CpegHama 3a cmpaxdama cmodHocm — 3 648 AB. ToBa ce goaku
0CHOBHO Ha no-Bucokomo HUBo Ha 3aemocm B cpaBHeHue ¢
ocmanaaume 4 patioHa. Pabomnama 3anaama npogbakaBa ga
6bge 0cHOBeH u3moyHuk 3a goxogume Ha gomakuHcmBama ¢
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Securing sustainable and balanced development on the territo-
ry of the SE Region presupposes implementation of measures
and interventions aimed at updating the existing and devel-
oping new spatial development schemes and plans that will
guarantee all-round, integrated and sustainable development of
settlements.

Priority ,,Development of cross-border co-operation and mo-
hilising the potential of peripheral border areas in the South-
East Region®

Settlements within the SE Region can initiate cross-border co-
operation with settlements in the Republic of Turkey. The scope
of the relevant programme designates a purpose-drawn region
which includes the districts of Bourgas and Yambol from the
South-East Region and Haskovo from the South Central Re-
gion. Support will be provided for cooperation in the field of
improved access to basic public services, improvement of
key infrastructure links, such as road and railroad networks,
development of joint tourist and cultural initiatives, joint man-
agement of the natural resource, hazard management and en-
vironmental protection, as well as in the field of healthcare and
social services, cooperation among research, technological
and academic institutions and business organizations, etc. The
projects to implement will work towards an increased attrac-
tiveness of the Bulgarian-Turkish region for the people who live
and work there, as well as towards a strengthened interest on
the part of strategic investors.

Priority ,Development of inter-regional and transnational
cooperation to help achieve the strategic development ob-
jectives for the SE Region*

Promotion of the development of inter-regional and transna-
tional cooperation in the SE Region will encourage the trans-
fer of experience and best practice among public institutions,
companies and NGOs through the implementation of projects
of mutual interest and establishment of transnational networks
in the fields of environment, transport, communications and
information technologies. The purpose is to achieve economic

KoeduumeHT Ha UKOHOMUYECKA aKTUBHOCT B KOromnstoueH paiioH 3a nepuoga 2008-2012r. 8 %
Economic activity coefficient for the South East Region for the period 2008-2012, %
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okono 50% om o0bwus goxog. CpegHama pabomHa 3anaama 8
0P npe3 2010 2. e 7 205 A8.

Mogkpena ce npegBukga 3a peguua gediHoCmUu U UHUUUamMuBu,
Bogeuwu go nogobpABaHe Ha 3HaHUAMA U yMeHUAMa Ha pabom-
Hama cuAa U uHme2pupaHe Ha Bb3MoXKHO Hal-20AaM 6pod xopa
koM nasapa Ha mpyga 8 patioHa - HacbpyaBaHe Ha y4eHemo
npe3 ueAuA XkuBom, nogobpABaHe Ha npodecuoHarHama nog-
20moBka Ha 3aemume U npugobuBaHe Ha npakmuyecku onum
om yvawume npe3 Bpeme Ha 0bydyeHuemo, uykgoesukoBo
06yyeHue u 0byyeHue no VKT, HamaAaBaHe Ha be3pabomuua-
ma cpeg puckoBume 2pynu Ha nasapa Ha mpyga, HacbpyaBaHe
Ha MAagexkkama u XkeHckama 3aemocm, npekBaaudukauus Ha
3aemume B ompacAu B npouec Ha npecmpykmypupaxe u npu-
gobuBaHe Ha komMnemeHmHocmu B coomBemcmBue ¢ nasapa
Ha mpyga u gp.

Mpuopumem ,,YkpenBane Ha agmuHucmpamuBHua kanauu-
mem Ha MecmHume u pezuoHaaHume Baacmu 8 Hzousmo-
YeH paioH”

Mpunazake Ha npukuunume u npakmukume Ha cmpamezuye-
cko naanupane 8 HNP

EgHo om ycroBusma 3a nocmuzaHe Ha cmpamezauyeckume
ueAu 3a pasBumue Ha HOVIP e ykpenBaHemo Ha ekcnepmHus
kanauumem u komnemeHuUUMe Ha peguoHaAHUMe U MecmHU
UHCMUMYUUU 32 pa3pabomBaHe U peaau3auus Ha pe2uoHaAHa-
ma noaumuka u 3a ynpaBaeHue Ha npoekmu. B mo3su acnekm
ce npegBuwkgam gelicmBus, HacoyeHu koM nogobpABaHe Ha
NPOUECUME HA NAAHUPaHE U NPO2PaMupaHe Ha Pe2UOHaAHOMO
U mecmHo pasBumue, kakmo u kom ykpenBaHe Ha uHCmMumy-
UUOHaAHUA U ekcnepmeH kanauumem Ha Pe2uoHaAHUA cbBem
3a pa3Bumue Ha K020u3moveH palioH u Ha 0bracmHUMe CoBe-
mu 3a pa3Bumue 8 yemupume obAacmu B patioHa.

PazBumue Ha napmHbopcmBa meXgy MecmHume u pezuo-
HanHume Baacmu, HenpaBumencmBeHua cekmop, yHuBepcu-
memume u 6usteca 8 HONP

Mo masu ueA we ce nogkpenam uHuuuamuBu 3a peaausupaHe
Ha napmHoopcmBa MeXgy nybAUYHUA U YacmHuA cekmop 3a
U320mBAHE U U3NbAHEHUE HA PE2UOHAAHU U MECMHU NnAaHoBe
U npozpamu, MeXgy agMuHucmpauuama, HenpaBumeacmBe-
HuA cekmop, yHuBepcumemume U bu3sHeca 3a pewaBaHe Ha
MECMHU npobAemU u3zpakgaHe Ha nybAUYHO-4acmHU napm-
HbopcmBa 3a U320MBAHE U U3NbAHEHUE HA PE2UOHAaAHU U
MECMHU NAaHOBE U npozpamu, 3a BbBeXkgaHe Ha MogepHU dop-
MU 3a agMuHucmpamuBHo 06cAykBaHe Ha busHeca u 2pakga-
HUME U 0cu2ypABate Ha gocMbnHU 06WeCcMBeHU YeAyaU.

OcuzypsaBaHe Ha ycmoiyuBo u XapMOHUYHO pa3Bumue Ha
mepumopusma Ha tOlP

OcuzypABaHemo Ha ycmod4uBo U XapMOHUYHO pa3Bumue Ha
mepumopuAma Ha tOVIP npegnoAaza u3nbAHeHUEMO Ha Mepku
U geliHocmu 3a akmyaAu3upaHe Ha cbuiecmByBawuume u pas-
pabomBaHe Ha HOBU ycmpolcmBeHU cxemu U NAaHoBe, koumo
ga 2apaHmupam koMnAekcHO, UHMe2pupaHo u ycmouiyuBo pas-
Bumue Ha HaceAeHUme Mecma.

growth and sustainability in the regions concerned through pro-
motion of economic, cultural and social exchange.

New opportunities for unlocking the potential of the SE Region
as a region on the Black Sea will arise through the application
of macro-regional strategies under the umbrella of the Black
Sea Gooperation Programme and the EU Integrated Coastal
and Marine Policy. The EU Integrated Coastal and Marine Pol-
icy seeks to bring together the cross-sectoral policies for blue
growth, integrated costal zone management, maritime surveil-
lance and maritime spatial planning in order to reduce costs
and hazards and increase the efficiency in conservation and
use of resources.

The South-East Region can tap on its advantages and join pro-
grammes and projects dedicated to one of the following:

« Environemntal Protection — projects for maritime surveil-
lence, improved quality of the sea water, for restoring the envi-
ronment following erosion, abrasion or landslide damages, and
projects for restoring and conseration of valuable features of
nature in the aquatory and adjacent coastal areas;

» Economic Development — innovation in the fields of fishery,
aquaculture, marine transport, etc., cluster development for
better links between production and reasearch, agruiculture
and tourism;

« Transport — use available opportunities for developing coast-
al tourist route; building/ reconstruction of harbour infrastruc-
ture; transformation of unused harbour zones to serve tourist
purposes, opening up towns towards the sea;

« Cultural heritage — consolidation between the cultural her-
itage sites in the inland areas of the Region and the coastal
areas;

« Research — encouraging proactiveness on the part of munic-
ipalities and scientific centres for participation in international
cross-border cooperation programmes in the fields of marine
science, increased security and reduced natural disaster haz-
ards related to climate change.

The SE Region, together with the North-East Region, will play a
significant role in the spatial development planning of the Black
Sea Region, should Bulgaria, jointly with Romania and Turkey,
participate in developing a joint strategic document to identify
the priorities for conservation of the Black Sea Basin.

Priority ,,Conservation of the Bulgarian Black Sea aquatory
and development of maritime affairs and fisheries in the
South-East Region“

An important priority in the future development policy for the
South-East Region is curbing the overuse of marine natural
resources and minimising the negative effects from the pres-
sure they experience. Interventions will be aimed at sustainable
development of fisheries, promotion of breeding aguacultures
in line with environmental protection requirements and the ap-
plication of new technologies for limiting the effects of fisheries
and fish-farming. For the purposes of monitoring and control
of the fish stock (prevention of overuse of fish resources) and
marine ecology (pollution prevention) support will be provid-
ed to projects aimed at marine spatial development planning,
integrated maritime surveillance and marine and maritime re-
search, the exchange of best practice and strengthened dia-
logue at the international level being strongly recommended,
including with non-EU-members from the Black Sea Region.

Mpuopumem ,Pa3Bumue Ha MpaHC2ZPaHUYHOMO CLMPYY-
HuyecmBo u MoBuAu3uUpaHe nomeHuuana Ha nepudepHume
2paHu4HU mepumopuuB H2ou3moyHua paioH”

HaceneHume mecma Ha mepumopusama Ha WP mozam ga
yyacmBam B mpaHC2paHu4HO CbmpygHU4ecmBo C HaceAe-
HU Mecma B8 Penybauka Typuus. 06xBambm Ha npozpamvama
onpegend HedopmaneH patioH, BkalouBaw, obracmume bypaac
u Amodon om HOWP u XackoBo om HOLP. LLie ce nogkpena Co-
mpygHuyecmBomo 8 obaacmma Ha nogobpaBaHe gocmbna
g0 OCHOBHUME NyBAUYHU YCAyeu, nogobpABaHe Ha kalouoBu
uHdpacmpykmypHu Bpb3ku — MbmHa u XeAe30nbmHa Mpexa,
pa3Bumue Ha cbBMECMHU mypucmuyecku u KyamypHu uHu-
uuamuBu, cbBmecmHo ynpaBaeHue Ha NpupogHUME pecypcu,
npeogoasBaqe Ha puckoBe u onasBaHe Ha okoaHama cpega,
8 obracmma Ha 3gpaBeonasBaHemo U COUUAAHUME YCAyaU,
CbmpygHu4ecmBo MeXkgy Hay4Ho-uscAegoBamencku, mexHo-
AO2UYHU U akageMuyHU UHCMUmyuuu U busHec op2aHu3auuu u
gp. Peanusupasume npoekmu wie gonpuHecam 3a noBuuwiaBaqe
npuBekameAaHocmma Ha Gbazapo-mypckus palioH 3a xopama,
koumo >kuBeam u pabomam mawm, kakmo u 3a 3acunBate Ha
UHMepeca Ha cmpameauyeckume uHBecmumopu.

Mpuopumem ,Pa3Bumue Ha meXkgypezuoHanHO U MmpaHc-
HaUUOHaAHO CobmpygHuyecmBo B nomouw, Ha nocmuzaxe Ha
cmpamezuyeckume ueau 3a pazBumue Ha H02ousmouyHuA
paiioH”

HacbpuaBaHe pa3Bumuemo Ha MeXXgypeauoHaAHOMO U mpaH-
CHAUUOHAAHOMO CcbmpygHuyecmBo 8 WP we cmumyaupa
mpaxcdepa Ha onum u gobpu npakmuku MeXkgy NyGAUYHU UH-
cmumyuuu, Gupmu U HenpaBumeacmBeHU op2aHu3auuu, Ype3
peaausupaHemo Ha npoekmu om 06U UHMepec U Cb3gaBaHe-
MO Ha MpaHCHaUUOHaAHU MpeXu B obAacmma Ha okoAHama
cpega, mpaHcnopma, komyHukauuume, UH®OPMaUUOHHUME
mexHoAo2uu. OCHOBHA UeA e nocmuzaHemo Ha ukoHomMuyecku
pacmeX Ha pesuoHume u yemodyuBocm upe3 HacbpyaBaHe Ha
ukoHomMuueckus, KyAmypHUA U COUUAAHUSA 0BMEH.

HoBu BwamokHocmu 3a omkalouBaHe Ha nometuuaaa Ha HOVIP,
kamo 2paHuvew ¢ YepHo Mope, Le Ce Cb3gagam 4pe3 npuAa-
2aHemo Ha Makpope2uoHarHu cmpameauu 8 pavkume Ha Yep-
HoMOpckomo mepumopuaaHo compygHusecmBo u iHmezpu-
paHama mopcka noaumuka Ha EC. ViHmezpupasama mopcka
noaumuka Ha EC uma 3a uea ga 0beguHu mexkgycekmopHume
noAumuku 3a CuH pacmeX, 3a UHMe2pupaHo ynpaBaeHue Ha
kpalibpexHume 30HU, Mopcko HabalogeHue u Mopcko npoc-
mpaHcmBEHO NAAHUPaHE, 32 ga Ce HaMaAAam pasxogume U pu-
ckoBeme u ga ce noBuwu epekmuBHocmma B ona3BaHemo u
U3n0A3BaHEMO Ha pecypcume.

t020u3moveH palioH MoXke ga ce Bb3nor3Ba om cBoume npe-
gumcmBa u ga ce Bkaloyu 8 npozpamu u npoekmu, HacoueHu
kom Hakoako memamuyHu HanpaBaeHus:

* Ona3BaHe Ha okoaHama cpega — npoekmu 3a HabAlogeHue Ha
mopckama cpega, 3a nogobpaBaHe kauecmBomo Ha mopcku-
me Bogu, 32 Bb3cmaHoBABaHe Ha HapyWweHUAMa om epo3us,
abpasuA u cBrayuLHa geliHocm, 3a CbXxpaHsABaHe Ha NpUupogHU-
me ueHHocmu B akBamopuama u npuaeXkawama kpaidopeXkHa
mepumopus;

* |lkoHomuyecko pa3Bumue — uHoBauuu 8 cekmopume no pu-
6apcmBo, akBakyamypa, Mopcku mpascnopm u gp., pasBumue
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According to the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea, trans-
posed in the Bulgarian legislation, the Republic of Bulgaria has
an Exclusive Economic Zone of about 35 thousand sq. km.,
almost half of which should logically be associated with the
South-East Region. The use of resources to be found in this
large aquatory — mineral, biological, etc, could lead to a signifi-
cant enhancement of the economic potential of the SE Region.

Priority ,Integrated urban development in the South-East
Region and improvement of the quality of the urban envi-
ronment“

Achieve integrated urban development

There are 681 settlement is the South-East Region — 41 towns
and 640 villages. The urban population (urbanisation rate) in
the Region (71,3%) is close to the national average (71,5%).
The large towns (over 100 000 residents) are Bourgas with
200 271 residents and Stara Zagora with 138 272 residents;
the medium-sized towns (population between 30 000 and 100
000 people) are Sliven with 91 620 residents, Yambol - 74 132
residents and Kazanluk - 47 325 residents. There are another
two towns with over 20 000 people which complement and
balance the picture with medium-sized towns and district cen-
tres — these are Nova Zagora (22 507 people) and Aitos (20
016 people).

According to the National Concept Note on Spatial Develop-
ment of the Republic of Bulgaria (2013-2025) there is no town
or city of first hierarchic level within the Region. The large town
of Bourgas, ranked as second hierarchic level, is undoubtedly
the leader in the network of settlements within the SE Region,
a town of national significance according to the European
classification. Bourgas plays an important role in the overall
economic and social development of the Region. To a large
extent it generates the basic economic outputs of the Region
and drives it forward to the second or third position under
many indicators, following closely behind the South-West or
the North-East regions. There is another town classified as
second hierarchic level in the Region — Stara Zagora, which has
a somewhat balancing role in relation to Bourgas. The towns
of Sliven and Yambol classified as third hierarchic level play a
complementing and balancing role in relation to large towns
in order to reduce the mono-centric development effect within
the Region; however, they are by far behind Bourgas and Stara
Zagora in terms of their social and economic development.
Another town with stable development, Kazanluk, is likely to
join their ranks.

The major urbanisation axis in the SE Region is the transport
line Bourgas-Stara Zagora. The meridian axes are Nessebar —
Pomorie — Bourgas — Sozopol and Sliven - Yambol, as well as
Kazanluk — Stara Zagora — Radnevo — Gulabovo.

Five of the towns in the SE Region are in the process of de-
veloping Integrated plans for urban regeneration and develop-
ment — Bourgas, Stara Zagora, Sliven, Yambol and Kazanluk.
It is envisaged that such plans are developed for other towns
in the SE Region too — Nova Zagora, Elhovo, Karnobat, Malko
Turnovo, Pomorie .

The integrated regeneration and development of towns in the
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Ha knecmepu 3a no-gobpa 068bpaaHocm Ha npousBogcmBomo
C HayyHume uscaegBaHus, Ha ceackomo cmonaHcmBo u my-
pu3sma;

* TpaHcnopm — u3noa3Baqe Ha Bb3voXkHocmume 3a cb3gaba-
He Ha mopcku mypucmuyecku mapwipymu; uszpakgaHe/pekoH-
cmpykuuA Ha npucmaHuWwHa uHdpacmpykmypa; mpaHchopmu-
paHe Ha Heu3NoA3BaHUME NPUCMAHULWHU 30HU 3a Hykgume Ha
mypu3ma, omBapsatku 2pagoBeme kom mMopemo;

 KyamypHo HacaegcmBo — 0beguHABaHe Ha KyAmypHUMe ugH-
Hocmu BbB BbmpewHocmma Ha patioHa u 8 kpalibpeHume
30HU;

 HayyHu uscAegBaHua — cmumyAupaHe Ha akmuBHocmma Ha
O0BWUHU U HayyHu ueHmpoBe 3a yyacmue B mekgyHapogHu
npo2pamu 3a MpaHCc2paHUYHO CompygHuYecmBo B obracmma
Ha Haykume 3a Mopemo, 3a noBuwaBaHe Ha cuzypHocmma u
HamansBae Ha pucka om npupogHu begcmBusa BbB Bpvska ¢
U3MEeHEHUEeMo Ha kaumvama.

OUP coBmecmHo coc CUP wie uzpae BakHa poas 8 npocmpan-
cmBeHOMO NAaHuUpaHe Ha pasBumuemo Ha YepHomopckua pe-
2UOH, Npu eBeHMyaAHO y4acmue Ha cmpaHama CbBMECMHO C
PymbHusA u Typuua 8 uzeomBaHemo Ha 06w, cmpamezuyecku
gokymeHm, ¢ kodmo we ce onpegeAdm npuopumemume 3a
ona3BaHemo Ha YepHomopckus bacedH.

Mpuopumem ,,Ona3Baxe Gbrzapckama akBamopus Ha YepHo
Mope u pa3Bumue Ha mopckomo geno u pubapcmBomo B
H02o0u3moyHusa paion”

BakeH npuopumem Ha 6bgelama noaumuka 3a pasBumue Ha
t02ousmouHuA padoH e ozpaHudyaBaqe npekomepHama ekc-
nA0amauus Ha Mopckume npupogHuU pecypcu u cBexkgae go
MUHUMYM Ha HezamuBHume edekmu om Hamucka Bbpxy max.
[JetiHocmume we Gbgam HacoueHuU kb yecmoiuuBo pasBumue
Ha pubapcmBomo u HacbpyaBaHe npou3BogcmBomo Ha akBa-
kyamypu 8 yHUCOH CbC 3awuma Ha okoAHama cpega U npuAa-
2aHemo Ha HOBU MexHOAO2UU 3a O2paHuvaBaHe BAuAHUEemo
Ha pubonoBa u puboBbgcmBomo. C oaneg ocbuiecmBABaHe
Ha HabalogeHue U koHmpoa Ha pubHume 3anacu (npegomBpa-
maABaHe Ha cBpoxekcnAoamauusma Ha pubHume pecypcu) u
Mopckama ekonozus (npegomBpamsaBaHe Ha 3amvbpcABaHu-
Ama), we 6bge ocuzypeHa nogkpena 3a npoekmu 3a Mopcko
npocmpaHcmBeHo NAaHuUpaHe, UHMe2pupaH Mopcku Hagaop u
mopcku npoyyBatus, kamo wupoko ce HacbpyaBam 0bMeHa Ha
gobpu npakmuku U 3acuABaHe Ha guano2a Ha MeXkgyHapogHO
paBHuwie, Bkatouumearo ¢ gopkaBu 8 YepHomopckus peauoH,
koumo He ca unenku Ha EC.

CbenacHo KonBenuusma Ha O0H no mopcko npaBo, mpaHcno-
HupaHa u B GbAacapckomo 3akoHogameacmBo, P. boazapus uva
3katouumenra ukoHomuyecka 3oHa om okono 35 Xua. k8. km,
6AU30 noroBuHama om koAmo A02U4HO cAegBa ga Gbge npu-
CbeguHeHa kom H02ousmouHusA palioH. Ekcnaoamauusma Ha
pecypcume, koumo ce Hamupam Ha ma3u 02pomHa akBamopus
— MUHEpaAHU, BUOAOZUYHU U gp., U gOBEAO O 3HAYUMEAHO No-
BuwiaBaxe Ha ukoHomuyeckus nomeHuuan Ha OUP.

Mpuopumem ,llime2pupaHo pa3Bumue Ha 2pagoBeme 6B
H020u3moyHusA paiioH u nogobpaBaxe kauecmBomo Ha 2pag-
ckama cpega“

lumezpupato 2pagcko pasBumue

SE Region will include interventions involving the establishment
of new zones with development potential, the rehabilitation of
old industrial zones, improvement of the housing environment,
modernisation of the water supply system, public works on
amenities (renewal of parks, green areas, playgrounds, bike
lanes, street lighting, etc.), improvement of the access to public
services (education, healthcare and social services), including
of people with disabilities, energy efficiency measures, energy
production from RES in an urban environment, rehabilitation
and reconstruction of urban street networks and introduction of
energy-saving street lights, as well as other measures seeking
to increase security and prevention of criminality; also gasifi-
cation, development of integrated environmental-friendly public
transport within towns, etc.

It is planned to introduce eco-friendly public transport systems
and technologies in the Region’s large towns, which will help
tackle the problems with urban environment pollution where
these problems have escalated most, the integrated-transport
project for the town of Bourgas having been the first to demon-
strate the effects of the integrated approach in developing pub-
lic transport systems.

In the course of urban development processes in the South-
East Region the potential of the available towns will be cap-
italised on. It is important to balance out the sharp contrast
between Bourgas and the remaining area and play down the
unfavourable processes arising through the disparity and dis-
proportion between the centre and the periphery; this is to be
achieved by expanding and strengthening the favourable influ-
ence of Bourgas as the centre, encouraging the other towns
that are potential growth centres and reducing to some extent
the uneven development of the Region’s settlement network as
far as large towns are concerned.

Raise the profile of small towns in the SE Region when it
comes to provision of services to the public and employment
creation

The plan is to strengthen small towns of fourth hierarchic lev-
el that proved historically as centres with traditions in service
provision to adjacent rural areas and enjoy successful urban
development and urban image. These towns are extremely im-
portant for peripheral rural areas; they offer employment and
provide basic public services (healthcare, education, culture,
consumer services) to more than one municipality. The towns
ranked as fourth hierarchic level in the SE Region that meet
the need for service provision of the settlements around them
are Aitos, Karnobat, Nessebar, Pomorie, Primorsko, Ruen, So-
zopol, Sredets, Tsarevo, Malko Turnovo, Elhovo, Kotel, Nova
Zagora, Tvurditsa, Gulabovo, Radnevo, Chirpan.

Priority ,/mproving the connectivity of the South-East Region
from a national and international perspective”

Improve the connectivity of the SE Region from a national
and international perspective and improve the regional road
infrastructure

As at 31st December 2012 the total length of the national road
network in the South-East Region was 3257 km, which makes
16,6% of the national road network. The regional road network
consists of 171 km. motorways, 597 km. first-class roads,

B t020u3mouHus pation uma 681HacereHu mecma — 41 2paga
U 640 cena. [pagckomo HaceAeHue (CmeneHma Ha ypbaHusa-
uust) 8 padiona (71,3%) e bauska go cpegHama 3a cmpaHama
(71,5%). Tonemume 2pagoBe (Hag 100 000 ».) ca bypaac — 200
271 g. u Cmapa 3azopa 138 272 g., cpegHume 2pagoBe (viex-
gy 30 000 u 100 000 ».) ca CauBen — 91 620 g., fimboa — 74
132 g. u Kasannok — 47 325 g. ima owe gBa 2paga Hag 20
XUA.g., koumo gonbABam u banaHcupam cpegHume 2pagoBe u
obaacmHume ueHmpoBe — HoBa 3azopa (22 507 g.) u Alimoc
—-(200169.)

B coomBemcmBue ¢ HauuoHaaHama KoHuenuua 3a npocmpan-
cmBeHo pa3Bumue Ha Penybauka Boazapus (2013-2025 2.), Ha
mepumopuAma Ha patioHa HAMa 2pag om NobpBo {epapxudHo
HUBo. Toaemusm 2pag bypzac om 2-po GepapxuyHo HuBo e
6e3cnoper Augep 8 ceauwHama mpexa Ha KOUP, epag ¢ Hauuo-
HaAHO 3HaueHue cnopeg eBponelckama kaacudukauus. bypeac
u2pae BakHa poAd 3a UAAOCMHOMO UKOHOMUYECKO U COUUaAHO
pa3Bumue Ha palioHa. [Jo MH0O20 20AAMa CmeneH (opmupa
0CHOBHUME ukoHOMUYeCKU pesyAmamu Ha palioHa U onpegeas
He2080mo BmMOpO UAU MPemo MACMO N0 MHO20 nokasameAu
BegHaca caeg t0zo3anagHus uau CeBepousmoyuHus paioH. B
pailoHa ce Hamupa Owe eguH 2pag om 2-po depapxuyHo HUBo —
Cmapa 3azopa, koemo B u3BecmHa cmeneH uMa 6anaHcupawa
poas cnpamo bypzac. IpagoBeme CauBeH u Amboa om 3-mo
{lepapxuyHo HUBO gombABam U BaaaHcupam 20AemMume 2pago-
Be, 3a ga Hamaram edekma om MOHOUEHMPUYHO pasBumue
8 mepumopusma Ha palioHa, Ho me ca gaeye caeg bypeac u
Cmapa 3a2opa no cmeneH Ha couuaaHo-ukoHomuyecko pasBu-
mue. KoM max uma Bb3MoKHOCM ga Ce NPUCbegUHU U Owe
€gUH CmMabuAHo pa3BuBau ce 2pag - KazaHnok

OcHoBHa oc Ha ypbaHuzauus 8 VP ce ABABa mpaHcnopmHo-
mo HanpaBaeHue bypeac — Cmapa 3azopa. MepuguaHHu ocu ca
Hecebbp — Momopue — Bypzac — Co3onon u GAuBeH — AMBOA,
kakmo u KasaHaok — Cmapa 3azopa — PagHeB0 — [oab60B0.

Mem om 2pagoBeme B VP ca 8 npouec Ha u32omBaHe Ha VK-
me2pupaHu nAaHoBe 3a 2pagcko Bb3cmaHoBaABaHe U pa3Bumue
— bypeac, Cmapa 3azopa, CauBeH, Aimboa u Kasanok. Mpeg-
Buwkga ce npegcmoAwo uspabomBaxe Ha UMMBP u 3a gpyau
2pagoBe B HOMP — HoBa 3azopa, EAxoBo, KapHobam, Manko
TopHoBo, Momopue.

/iHmezpupaHomo 06HOBABaHe U pa3Bumue Ha 2pagoBeme 8
IOVP we BkalouBa gelHocmu, cBop3aHu CbC Cb3gaBaHe Ha
HOBU 30HU C NOMeHUuaA 3a pasBumue, pexabuAumauus Ha
cmapu npou3BogemBeHu 30HU, NogobpABaHe Ha XuAuWHaMa
cpega, MogepHu3auus Ha BogonpoBogHama Mpexa, 6Aazoy-
cmposBaHe Ha nybAuYHUME npocmpaHcmBa (06HoBABaHe Ha
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767 km. second-class roads and 1722 km. third-class roads.
The road density in the Region is 0,160 km./sq. km., which is
lower than the national average at 0,175 km. and lower than
the respective level in the remaining NUTS 2 region. The high-
est road density is observed in Yambol District, where the road
density of the functioning national road network is above the
national and the regional averages.

The largest proportion of newly-built motorways in the country
for the 2005-2012 is situated in the South-East Region. Sec-
tions of the Trakia Motorway, the Maritsa Motorway and the
Cherno More Motorway fall within the remits of the Region. In
July 2013 the Yambol - Karnovat lot was launched, which was
the finishing stage for the Trakia Motorway.

The average density of first-class roads and motorways is
0,035 km./sq. km., which is higher than the national average
at 0,030. In terms of road density of roads of national and in-
ternational importance in the SE Region Stara Zagora District is
in the most favourable position, followed by Bourgas District.
Following the launch of Lots 2, 3 and 4 of the Trakia Motorway
in July 2012 Yambol and Sliven districts now enjoy the advan-
tages of a motorway too.

The sections with the highest level of importance as regards
the integration of the South-East Region in the national and
European road networks are the following: the Popovitsa —
Chirpan- Stara Zagora, the Stara Zagora — Nova Zagora and
the Nova Zagora - Zimnitsa sections of the Trakia Motorway,
the section from the Maritsa Motorway, the sections from the
a-6 road (Sofia — Karlovo — Kazanluk — Sliven — Bourgas) and
the a-7 road (Silistra — Shoumen — Yambol — Elhovo) and the
E-87 road (Durankoulak-Varna — Bourgas — Sozopol — Malko
Turnovo). The link between the road network of the South-East
Region and the neighbouring border region in the Republic of
Turkey is effected through two border-crossing points at Malko
Turnovo and Lesovo.

The presence in the SE Region of other transport infrastructure
sites of high rank, such as the international port and interna-
tional airport of Bourgas, presses for the development of the
road network in the Region, which involves building the respec-
tive section of the Cherno More and Maritsa Motorways with
a view to creating conditions for the fuller and more effective
use of the local development potential. The improvement of the
Region’s connectivity from a national and international per-
spective depends directly on the improvement of the network
of trans-European transport network corridors TEN-T — 8 and
9 and other transport infrastructure of European and national
importance. This is particularly true for large urban centres
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napkoBe, 3eaeHu naowly, gemcku naowlagku, Beaoaneu, YAUYHO
ocBemaeHue U gp.), NogobpABaHe Ha gocmbna go NyoAUYHU
ycayeu (06pa3oBaHue, 3gpaBeonasBaHe U COUUaAHU YcAyeu),
BkaloyumenaHo 3a xopa C yBpexkgaHus, Mepku 3a eHepaulHa
epekmuBHocm, npousBogecmBo Ha eHepaua om BEW 8 2pagcka
cpega, pexabuaumauus u pekoHcmpykuua Ha 2pagcku yAuyHU
Mpexu u BoBeXkgaHe Ha eHepaoedekmuBHO yauuHo ocBemae-
Hue U gpyau mMepku 3a noBuwaBaHe Ha cuzypHocmma u Npego-
mBpamaABaHe Ha npecmbnHOCMMa, 2a3uduuupaHe, pasBumue
Ha UHMe2pupaH, ekoAozudeH 2pagcku mpaHcnopm u gp.

MpegBuwkga ce BbBekgaHemo Ha ekoro20Cb0OBPasHU cuc-
MeMU U MexHoAO2UU 3a 2pagckua mpaxcnopm B 2onemume
2pagoBe B palioHa, koemo we cnomMozHe 3a npeogoraBaHe Ha
npobAeMume coC 3ambpcABaHemo Ha 2pagckama cpega, ko-
gemo me3u npobaemu ca Had-kpumuuHu, kamo npoekmbm 3a
UHMe2pupal mpadcnopm Ha 2pag bypeac e mopBusm, kolimo
noka3Ba pesyAmamume 0m npuAa2aHemo Ha UHMezpupaH nog-
X0g Npu pasBumuemo Ha 2pagckume MpaHCNOPMHU CUCMEMU.

Mpu pa3Bumuemo Ha ypbaHusauuoHHUmMe npouecu B t0zo-
U3MOYHUA palioH We Ce pasyuma Ha NOMeHUuaAa Ha HaAuy-
Hume 2pagoBe. Om 3HayeHUe € ga ce banaHcupa 20AemuAm
koHmpacm mexkgy bypeac u ocmadaama mepumopus U ga
Ce mywupam HebAa2oNPUAMHUME NPOUECU Ha gucnponopuu-
Ama meXgy ueHmbpa u nepudepuama, kamo ce paswupasa u
3acuABa brazomBopHomo BAuAHUE Ha ueHmbpa bypeac, kamo
Ce CMuMyAupam ocmaxaaume 2pagoBeme, NOMEeHUUAAHU UEH-
mpoBe Ha pacmexX U ce HamaAu go u3BecmHa cmeneH Hepas-
HOMEpHOMO pa3Bumue Ha ceAulHama mpexka Ha palioHa no
OMHOWEHUE Ha 20AeMume 2pagoBe.

Cmumyaupase ponama Ha mankume 2pagoBe 8 HOUIP 3a npe-
gocmaBaHe Ha ycay2u u cb3gaBaHe Ha pabomHu mecma 3a
HaceneHuemo

MpegBukga ce ga ce ykpenBam mankume 2pagoBe om 4-mo
HUBo, ucmopuyecku HarokuAu ce kamo ueHmpoBe ¢ mpagu-
uuu B8 obecaykBaHemo Ha cbcegHUMe CeAcku mepumopuu U ¢
yenewHo 2pagcko pasBumue u epagcku obauk. Tesu 2pagoBe
umam uskatouumeAHo BaxkHa poad 3a nepudepHume ceacku pa-
{IoHU, npegAazam pabomHu Mecma U 0CHOBHU NYBAUYHU YCAy2U
(3gpaBeona3BaHemo, 0bpazoBaHuemo, kyamypa, mopzoBeko u
6umoBo obcaykBaHe) Ha noBeye om egHa obuiuHa. pagoBe-
me om 4-mo HuBo 8 tOVIP, ¢ obcaykBawia poad 3a 3a06ukans-
Wume 2u HaceaeHu mecma, ca Admoc, KapHobam, Hecebuop,
Momopue, Mpumopcko, Pyen, Cozonoa, Cpegeu, LlapeBo, Marko
TopHoBo, EAxoBo, Komen, HoBa 3azopa, TBopguua, Mab6oBo,
PagHeBo, YupnaH.

Mpuopumem ,Mogo6psABane cBvp3aHocmma Ha H)2ou3mou-
HUA paiioH B HauuoHaneH u meXgyHapogeH naaH”

Mogo6paBate cBbp3asocmma Ha HOUIP 8 HauuoHaneH u mex-
gyHapogeH nAaH u nogoobpABaHe Ha pezuoHanHama nbmHa
uHppacmpykmypa

Kom 31.12.2012 2. obwama gonkuHa Ha penyoAukaHckama
nbmHa mpexa B8 H02o0usmoveH patioH e 3257 km u Gopmupa
16,6% om penybaukaHckama nomHa MpeXka Ha cmpaHama.
PIMM Ha mepumopusma Ha patioHa BkalouBa 171 km aBmoma-
2ucmpanau, 597 km nomuw@ | kaac, 767 km nomuwa Il knac
u 1722 kv nomuwa Il kaac. M'ecmomama Ha PINIM 8 patioHa

within the Region and their connectivity with European cities.
The reduced travel duration to the district centres of Bourgas,
Sliven, Stara Zagora and Yambol, which is already a fact, is
expected to improve the quality of life at the local level through
facilitated access to core public services of the population,
reduced transport costs for goods delivery, guaranteed safer
and more comfortable trip, etc. Many settlements located in
close proximity to the newly-launched sections of the motor-
ways will become more attractive for new businesses and it is
expected that new industrial zones will emerge around them.
The completion of the motorway network in the SE Region is a
top priority in the Region’s development policy, but also in the
national development policy, to help achieve successful eco-
nomic development in the Region.

The SE Region is among the regions with the lowest regional
road density in the country (0,126 km./sq. km.), the national
average being 0,144 km./sq. km. and its regional road network
is most underdeveloped. At the district level the regional roads
in the Region are of lowest road density in Bourgas District -
0,114 km./sq. km. The Strandzha region is less supplied with
roads compared to other parts of the country, the main role
in road communication being assigned to second- and third-
class roads. In order to obtain a better connectivity between
the SE Region and the adjacent NUTS 2 regions of Bulgaria,
as well as connectivity within the Region itself, of particular
importance is the improvement of the regional road network —
building longer road and rehabilitation of existing ones. Support
will be given to interventions seeking to improve transport ser-
vices to settlements distant from large urban centres in the SE
Region, the work to improve the situation with the road network
being complemented by efforts to improve public transport.

As at 31st December 2012 the total length of railroads built
and functioning on the territory of the SE Region was 662 km.,
which makes 16,3% of the national railroad network. The
railroad density within the Region at 33,5 km./1000 sg.km. is
lower than the national average at 36,7 km./1000 sg.km.). The
lowest railroad density is observed in Bourgas District at 22,8
km./sq. km., where there are areas too distant from railroads,
where the only way to travel is by car. The main railroads avail-
able on the territory of the South-East Region are the respective
section from the major Sofia — Plovdiv — Bourgas railroad, the
Sub-Balkan Sofia- Karlovo — Bourgas Railroad and the Karno-
bat — Sindel — Varna Railroad. The latter plays an important
role not only in the development of the Region but also in the
operation of the national transport system, since it provides the
link between the international port of Bourgas and the ports of
Varna West and Varna East on the Black Sea and the Port of
Rousse at the Danube River, respectively between Transport
Corridor No. 7 and Corridor No. 8.

Bourgas Airport has the status of an international airport and
it provides services primarily to and from international desti-
nations. Its unique geographic position — at the crossroads
between Europe and Asia — determines its strategic impor-
tance for the development of transport links, tourism and
trade relations between partners from the East and the West.
Bourgas Airport has the largest share of passengers following
Sofia Airport. In the course of 2011 the airport struck a record
of 2, 253 million passengers. The increase, compared to the
previous year, is by 19 %. One of the biggest advantages of
Bourgas Airport is the opportunity for intermodal transport by
air, sea and land.

€ 0,160 km/kB.km u e no-Hucka om cpegHama 3a cmpasama
(0,175 km) u no-Hucka om masu 8 ocmaHaaume paloHu om
HUBo 2. Hail-gobpe obcAaykeHa om PMM e obaacm AMG0A,
kogemo 2bcmomama Ha ¢yHkuuoHupawama penybaukaHcka
mbmHa MpexXa e Hag cpegHama 3a cmpaHama U 3a padoHa.

Hali-eonama yacm om HoBousgpageHume Mazucmpaau 8
cmpadama npe3 nepuoga 2005-2012 2. nonagam Ha mepumo-
puama Ha 02ou3moyHuA padoH. Ha mepumopusama Ha lOVIP ce
Hamupam yacmu om AM , Tpakua“, AM ,Mapuua“ u AM ,YepHo
mope”. Mpe3 toau 2013 2. 6e nycHam 8 ekcnaoamauus Aom Am-
6oA-KapHobam, ¢ koemo uframa aBmomazucmpana , Tpakua*
Beue e 3aBbpuueHa.

CpegHama 2bcmoma Ha nbpBokAacHUME Nomuwia u aBmoma-
aucmpaaume e 0,035 km/kB. km u e no-Bucoka om cpegHama
8 cmpanama (0,030). Had-go6pe obcAykeHa ¢ momuwa om
Bucok kaac ¢ HauuoHaAHO U MeXkgyHapogHo 3HaueHue B8 HOUP
e obracm Cmapa 3azopa (0,043), cregBaHa om obaacm byp-
2ac (0,037). C nyckaHemo 8 ekcnaoamauua Ha nom 2, 3 u 4
om aBmomazucmpana , Tpakua“ npe3 mecey, foau 2012 2. me-
pumopuume Ha obaacmume fiMboa u CauBeH Beue cobwio ca
06cAykeHU 0m aBmomazucmpaau.

Hali-eonaMO 3HaueHue 3a uHmezpupaHemo Ha t020usmoyHus
palioH B HauuoHaHama u eBponetcka nbmHa mpeka uvam
yyacmbuume om aBmomazucmpaaa Tpakus ,MonoBuua-Yup-
naH-Cm.3azopa“, ,Cmapa 3acopa-HoBa 3azopa“, ,HoBa 3a-
20pa-3uMHUUa“, yyacmbka om aBmomazucmpana Mapuua,
yyacmouume om nom -6 (Codus-KapaoBo-Kasaabk-Cau-
BeH-bypzac), om nom |-7 (Cuaucmpa-LLlymen-Am6oA-EAx0B0)
u mom E-87 (Hypankynak-BapHa-bypaac- -M.TopHoB0). CBbp3-
Baxemo Ha nbmHama MpexXa Ha )20u3mouHus palioH ¢ masu
Ha CbCegHUA 2paHuyeH palioH om Penybauka Typuua ce oCob-
wiecmBaBa npes gBa 'KIM - Maako TopHoBo u AecoBo.

Haauyuemo 8 HOUP u Ha gpyau obekmu Ha mpaHcnopmHama
uHdpacmpykmypa om Bucok paHe kamo mexkgyHapogHOmMo
npucmaxuwe u mMeXgyHapogHomo Aemuwle bypzac Hanazam
ga npogbAku pasBumuemo Ha MomHama mMpexka Ha mepumo-
puAama Ha padoHa, BkalouBawio uszpakgaHemo Ha yyacmouu-
me om aBmomazucmparume YepHo mMope u Mapuua, koumo
We cb3gagam ycAoBus 3a no-NoAHO U epekmuBHO usnor3BaHe
Ha MeCmHUA nomeHuuaA 3a pasBumue. MogobpaBaHemo Ha
cBbp3aHocmma Ha patioHa 8 HauuoHareH U eBponedcku nAaH
3aBucu npako om ycvuBopweHcmBaHe Ha mpekama Ha ko-
pugopume om mpaHceBponelickama mpaHcnopmHa mpexa
TEN-T — 8 u 9 u Ha gpyea mpaHcnopmHa uHdpacmpykmypa
om eBponedicko U HAUUOHaAHO 3HadeHue. ToBa e om 0Co6eHO
BakHO 3HaueHue 3a 2onemume gpagcku ueHmpoBe B padoHa u
msAxHama 06Bbp3aHocm ¢ eBponelickume 2pagoBe. Ocuaype-
HOMO HamanABaHe Ha Bpememo 3a NomyBaHe go 0bAaCMHUMe
2pagoBe bypaac, CauBeH, Cmapa 3azopa u fAMboa, ce o4vakBa
ga nogo6pu cmaHgapma Ha kuBom Ha AokaaHo HUBo, kamo no-
Buwu gocmbna go 0CHOBHU NYBAUYHU YCAY2U HA HACEAEHUEMO,
HamaAu mpaHcnopmHUmMe pasxogu 3a gocmaBka Ha cmoku, 2a-
paHmupa no-6esonacHo U komdopmHo nomyBaHe u gp. MHo20
HaceAeHu Mecma, pa3norokeHu B bausocm go HoBoomkpumu-
me aBmoMa2ucmpaAHu yyacmbuu We cmaxam no-npuBaeka-
MeAHU 32 pasnorazaHe Ha HOBu ukoHomuuecku gedHocmu u
ce ovakBa okoro max ga Bb3aHukHam HoBu npousBogcmBeHu
30HU. [lousepakgaHemo Ha mpexkama om aBmomazucmpan-
HU nbmuwia B 0P e BakeH npuopumem Ha noaumukama 3a
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Marine transport is well developed in the South-East Region.
The International Port of Bourgas is an important transport hub
in the national transport system which carries a large part of
Bulgaria’s imports and exports. The port is the most significant
Bulgarian international sea port processing more than 14,8
million tonnes of cargo annually, which corresponds to 59% of
the cargo traffic of sea ports in Bulgaria. It has an important
role for the overall economic development of the country and
the Region and the latter’s opening up from a global perspec-
tive. In addition, it is an urban development factor in the devel-
opment of the town of Bougras and its recognition as an im-
portant commercial, economic and administrative centre in the
Region. The Harbour of Nessebar is of regional importance. It
specialises in passenger and cruise ships visiting the Bulgarian
coast during the summer season. The Harbour of Pomorie is of
regional significance too and specialises mainly in passenger
transportation. The harbours in Sozopol, Tzarevo and Ahtopol
are passenger harbours of importance for tourism develop-
ment in the Region. Linking up the services offered by small
harbours with regional tourist resources will lead to effective
use of the infrastructure in place and will enhance the potential
of the ports and harbours for transportation in tourism.

Develop broad-band infrastructure in the SE Region

As at 31st December 2012 the proportion of households with
Internet access in the SE Region reached the 50% mark, the
national average being 51%, the EU-27 average — 73%. There
are development disparities among the various districts and
municipalities within the Region. Access to high-speed internet
is provided to larger towns. In small towns and villages the level
of IT penetration is lower, so is the quality of services provided.
Since the provision of broad-band services is more efficient to
develop in densely populated areas, the periphery of the Region
remains without information infrastructure, and its population
- with no opportunity to use distance-learning, electronic infor-
mation and services. In order to overcome these disparities it is
envisaged that broad-band connectivity is secured first for the
purposes of government and public institutions, such as town
halls, community centres, schools, etc., ; it is also envisaged
to provide free wireless zones round public buildings and insti-
tutions. In settlements in rural areas community computer halls
will be established, as well as wireless zones around them and/
or Internet access will be provided to community centres, etc.

Priority ,improvement of the quality of life in rural areas“

In order to curb the depopulation tendency and the social and
economic decline in rural areas, as well as to reduce intra-re-
gional disparities within the SE Region, it is envisaged to make
targeted efforts for the development of villages. Interventions
to receive support involve the following: further building or
modernisation of the local technical infrastructure (municipal
roads and bridges, street network, water supply and sewerage
systems, renewal and public works in villages (pavements,
village squares, street lights, green areas), provision of basic
public services, investment in educational, social, healthcare,
cultural and sports infrastructure, conservation of the cultural
and natural heritage of settlements, tourism development, im-
proved Internet access, etc.
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pa3Bumue He camo Ha palioHa, a U Ha cmpaHama kamo usno
¢ 02Aeg yenewHomo pasBumue Ha ukoHomukama Ha padoHa.
IOVIP € eguH om palloHume ¢ Hal-Hucka gbcmoma Ha peauo-
HanHUmMe NMomuwia 8 cmpaxama (0,126 km/kB.km npu cpegHo
3a cmpanama 0,144 kwm/kB.km) u ¢ Hali-cnabo pasBuma peau-
OHaAHa NbmHa Mpexka. Ha 06AacmHO HUBO pezuoHaHUme No-
muwa B palioHa umam Had-Hucka ebcmoma 8 obaacm bypzac
— 0,114 km/k8.km. Palioibm Ha CmpaHg)ka e no-cAabo 0bcay-
»keH ¢ momHa Mpexka, B8 cpaBHeHue ¢ gpyau Yacmu Ha cmpana-
ma, kamo 0cHOBHa poAA 3a 0CbllecmBABaHEMO Ha MbMHuUMe
komyHukauuu umam nomuwama Il u lll kaac. 3a nocmuzasemo
Ha no-gobpa cBop3aHocm mexXgy WP u cocegHume patioHu
0m HUBo 2 8 cmpaHama, kakmo u 8 camus patioH, om 0c0beHo
3HaueHue e nogodpABaHemo Ha Mpekama om pe2uoHaAHU Mb-
muwa — gouszpaxkgaHe u pexabuaumauus. LLie ce nogkpensm
gedHocmu 32 NogobpABaHe Ha MPaHCNOPMHOMO 06cAykBate
Ha HaceAeHUMe Mecma, OmganeyeHu om 2oaemume 2pagcku
ueHmpoBe B tOWP, kamo geticmBusma 3a nogobpsABaHe Cobc-
MOAHUEMO Ha NbmHama MpeXa ce Cbuemanam ¢ nogobpABaHe
Ha 0bwecmBeHus mpaHcnopm.

Kom 31.12.2012 2. o6wama gbakuHa Ha uszpagesume u dyHk-
UUOHUpAWU N AuHUU HAa mepumopuama Ha tOUP e 662 kwm,
koumo cocmaBaaBam 16,3% om »n mMpexama Ha cmpaHama.
['ocmomama Ha »n mpexkama Ha paiioHa - 33,5 km/1000 kB8.km
€ no-Hucka om cpegHama 3a cmpadama (36,7 km/1000 kB.km)
Hail-Hucka e eocmomama Ha »n mpexama 8 obaacm bypeac
(22,8 km/1000 kB.km), kogemo uma mepumopuu, koumo ca
omganeyeHu om kn AUHUUME U ce 06cAykBam eguHcmBeHo
om aBmomobureH mpancnopm. OcHoBHUme n AUHUU 06-
caykBawu mepumopusama Ha 020u3moyHuA palioH ca yyac-
mbuume om 2aaBxume »n AuHuu ,Codus- MroBguB-bypeac”,
nogbankaxckama xn AuHua ,Codus-KapaoBo-bypeac” u Kap-
Hobam-CuHgea-BapHa“. MocaegHama uma BaxkHa poas He camo
3a pa3Bumuemo Ha palioHa, Ho U 3a (yHKUuUOHUPaHemO Ha Ha-
UUOHaAHAMa MPaHCNOpMHa cucmema, Mol kamo ocbuwiecm-
B8ABa Bpb3ka Mexkgy MexgyHapogHomo npucmaruuwle bypaac u
npucmaxuwama Bapra-3anag u BapHa-3mok Ha YepHo mope
U npucmaxuwe Pyce Ha p. lyHaB pecnekmuBHo mexgy eBpo-
nedcku mpancnopmen kopugop N2 7 u kopugop N2 8.

Nemuuwie bypeac uma cmamym Ha MeXgyHapogHO Aemuule,
koemo o6caykBa npegumMHO MeXgyHapogHU gecmuHauuu.
Cneuuduyromo 2eozpadcko nonokeHue - Ha 2paHuuama
mexgy EBpona u Asus, onpegeaa u cmpameaudeckomo my
3HaueHUe 32 pa3epbluaHemo Ha MpaHcnopmHume Bpb3ku,
mypuama U mbp2oBckume omHoweHuA Mexkgy napmHoop-
ume om 3moka u 3anaga. Aemuwe bypzac uma Hal-20Aam
OmHocumeAeH gaa B npeBo3eHume nacakepu cAeg Aemuwie
Codua. 3a 2011 2. Aemuwemo omyuma pekopgeH mpaduk om
2,253 MAH. NMomHuuY. Pocmbm, cnpaMo npegxogHama 20guHa
e 19%. Cpeg Hali-eonemume npegumcmBa Ha Aemuuwie bypaac
€ Bo3mokHOCMMAa 32 UHMEPMOJaAeH mpaHcnopm no Bb3gyx,
MOpe U Cywa.

Mopckuam mpa+cnopm e gobpe pa3Bum B8 K2ousmoyHus pa-
{loH. MexgyHapogHomo npucmanutLe bypeaac e Baxet ugHMbp
Ha mpaHcnopmHama cucmema Ha cmpaHama, npe3 kodmo
npemMuHaBa 20Adma yacm om BHoca U u3Hoca Hu. Mpucmanu-
Wwemo e Hal-3Ha4uMomo GbA2apcko MeXgyHapogHo mopcko
npucmaxuwe, 0bpabomeBawo noBeye om 14,8 MAH. moHa mo-
Bapu 20guwHo, cbomBemcmBawiu Ha 59% om moBapoobopo-
ma Ha mMopckume npucmaruwa 8 bbazapus. Viva BakHa poaa

32 ugAocmHomo pa3Bumue Ha ukoHomukama Ha cmpadama u
peauoHa u omBapaHemo O B 2r06aneH NAaH. ColieBpemMeHHO e
2pagoobpasyBaul hakmop No OmHoWEeHUe Ha pa3Bumuemo Ha
2pag bypeac u ymBopkgaBaHemo my kamo BakeH mbp2oBcku,
ukoHoMuyecku u agmuHucmpamuBeH ueHMbp B patioHa. Mpuc-
maHue Hecebop uma pesuoHanHo 3HaueHue. CneuuaAusupa-
HO € 3a 06cAYkBaHe Ha nomHuYecku u kpyusHu kopabu, koumo
npe3 AemHuA ce30H nocewaBam 6Goazapckomo kpadbpekue.
Mpucmanuwle MomMopue CbWo UMa PesUOHaAHO 3HaYEHUE U e
CNeuuaAusupaHo 0CHOBHO 3a nNpeBos Ha MomHuuu. Mpucmatu-
wama 8 Cosonon, LlapeBo u Axmonoa ca memHuyecku npuc-
maHuwa ¢ BakHO 3HaveHue 3a pa3Bumuemo Ha mypusma 8
peauoHa. 06Bop3BaHemo Ha ycayeume, koumo npegaazam
MaAkume npucmaHuwa ¢ pe2uoHaAHUme mypucmuyecku pe-
cypcu we no3Boau ehekmuBHO U3NoA3BaHe Ha u3zpageHama
UHGpacmpykmypa u we noBuliu NomeHuuaAa Ha npucmau-
wama 3a npeBo3 Ha mypucmu.

Pa3Bumue Ha wupokonenmoBama uHdpacmpykmypa
8 Houp

Kom 31.12.2012 2. genom Ha gomakuicmBama ¢ gocmibn go
uHmepHem B8 KOUP gocmuzga 50% npu cpegHa 3a cmpaHama
cmoiHocm 51%, a 3a EC-27 - 73%. HabalogaBam ce pasauvus
B8 cmeneHma Ha pa3Bumue 3a pa3AudHUMe 0baacmu U 0buiU-
HU B pamkume Ha padoHa. locmbnbm go Bucokockopocmer
lHmepHem e ocuaypeH B no-zonemume 2pageku ueHmpoBe.
B mankume 2pagoBe u cenama cmeneHma Ha npoHukBaHe Ha
UH(hOPMAUUOHHU MeXHOAO2UU € no-Hucka, kakmo u kauecmBo-
Mo Ha npegocmaBaHume ycAyau. Todl kamo npegocmaBaHemo
Ha wupokoreHmoBuU ycayau om ukoHomuuecka 2aegHa mouka e
No-peHMabuAHO ga ce pa3BuBa 8 2bcmo HaceaeHUme padoHU,
nepudepuama Ha palioHa ocmaBa 6e3 UHGOPMAUUOHHa UHdpa-
cmpykmypa, a HacereHuemo — 6e3 WaHc ga ce Bv3noa3Ba om
gUCMAHUUOHHUME Bob3MoHOCMU 3a 0ByyeHue, UHhopMauus
U enekmpoHHU yeAyeu. 3a npeogoadBate Ha mesu pasauyus ce
npegBukga ocuaypaBaqe Ha wupokoreHmoBa cBbpaaHocm
Ha nbpBo MACMO 3a Hykgume Ha gbpkaBHu BegomcmBa u
obwecmBeHu uHcmumyuuu kamo kmemcmBa, yumaauwa,
YYUAULA U gp., Cb3gaBaHe Ha cB0BOgHU Be3KuUHU 30HU OKOAO
06LwecmBeHU cepagu U UHCMuUMyuuu. B HacereHUmMe mecma
B8 ceackume palioHu we ce uszpakgam obwecmBeHu komnlo-
MbPHU 33U, 6e3KUYHU 30HU OKOAO MAX U/AU WE Ce 0cu2ypu
UHMepHem gocmbn B yumaauwiama u gp.

Mpuopumem ,Mogo6psaBaxe kasecmBomo Ha XuBom 6
ceackume paioHu®

C uen npomuBogelicmBue Ha meHgeHuuume 3a 0be3alogaBane
U couuaneH u ukoHomuyecku cnag 8 ceackume padoHu, kakmo
U 3a HamaaaBaHe Ha BbmpewHope2UOHaAHUME HepaBeHcmBa
8 HOVIP, ce npegBuXkga UeAeHacOUEHO CMUMYAUpPaHe pasBumue-
mo Ha cenama. [leHocmume, koumo we ce nogkpenam, ca
cBop3aHu c: gouszpakgaHe U MOgepHU3UpaHe Ha MecmHama
mexHuyecka undpacmpykmypa (06uiuHcku nomuwia u Mocmo-
Be, yauuHa Mpexka, B0gocHabguMeAHU U kaHaAu3auUUOHHU cuc-
memu), 06H0BABaHe u 6aacoycmposBaHe Ha ceaama (mpo-
moapu, naowagu, ocBemaeHue, 3eAeHU NAOLLU), NPegaazaHe
Ha 62308u Ny6AUYHU ycAyeu, uHBecmuuuu B 0bpasoBamenHa,
COUUaAHa, 3gpaBHa, kyamypHa u cnopmHa uHdpacmpykmypa,
ona3BaHe Ha kyaAmypHOmO U NpUpogHO HacaegecmBo B Hacene-
HUMe Mecma, pa3Bumue Ha mypusma, nogobpsaBaHe Ha goc-
mbna go UHMepHem U gp.

IOFO3AMNALEH PAOH
SOUTH WEST REGION
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OBLLA XAPAKTEPIICTUIKA

l0203anagHuAm palioH e yacm om padioHa om HuBo 1 ,020-
3anagHa u lOxkHa ueHmpanHa Boacapua’. Palionom o06xBawa
mepumopuume Ha obaacmume BaazoeBzpag, KlocmeHgua,
MepHuk, Coduicka, Codusa (cmoauua) u pasnorokeHume 8 max
52 0BUWUHU.

03P 2paHuyu ¢ Penybauka Copbus, Penybauka MakegoHus u
Penybauka Mopuus. Penedrom e npeobaagaBauwio naaHuHcku. Pa-
{loHbm 06xBawa naaHuHckume macuBu Puaa, Mupux, Bumouwa,
Beaacuua u manka yacm om 3anagHume Pogonu. OCHOBHU pey-
HU meyeHuA ca Bogocbopume Ha p. Vickop, Cmpyma u Mecma.
IMaowma Ha K03P e 20,3 xua. kB.km, koemo Bb3ausa Ha 18,3%
0M HauUOHaAHAMa MePUMOpUS.

Mokazameaume 3a 06wo gemozpadeko pasBumue Ha 3P ca
N0-6A220NpUAMHU OM 0CMaHaAume patioHu om HuBo 2 8 cmpa-
Hama, 0CHOBEH NpuHOC 3a moBa uma cmoauuama Codus.

Cnopeg nocaegHomo npebposBate Ha HaceneHuemo, u3BbpLue-
Ho npe3 2011 2., HaceneHuemo Ha tO3P e 2 132 848 gywu - 29%
0m HacereHuemo Ha cmpadama. B obaacm Codusa (cmoauua)
»uBee 61% om HacereHUEMO Ha patloHa. Mecmomama Ha Ha-
ceneHuemo - 105 g/kB.km e 3Ha4umeAHo no-Bucoka om cpeg-
Hama 3a cmpaHama - 66,3 g./k8.km. ToBa cblo ce gbaku Ha
obracm Codus (cmoauua), umawsa ekcmpemHa 2ocmoma om
960 g/kB.km.

PeauoHanHama ukoHomuka Ha tO3P ce pa3BuBa ¢ no-6vp3u
memnoBe B cpaBHeHue ¢ ocmaHaAume padioHu Ha cmpaHama.
PalloHbm € Ha nopBo mAcmo no Bcuuku 0CHOBHU nokasame-
AU Ha couuanHo-ukoHomuyeckomo pasBumue, koemo omHoBo
ce gbiku Ha cmoauuama. Bonpeku moBa obave Bce owe He
€ gocmuzgHan cpegHomo 3a EC-27 HuBo. Cb3gageHuam 8 pa-
{ioHa BBIT Ha 2xaBa om HaceaeHuemo npe3 2010 2. Bvb3Ausa Ha
171,8% cnpamo cpegHus 3a cmpasama u 75% om cpegHuA 3a
EC-27. B 03P ca koHueHmpupaHu 64,6% om Bcuuku M4Y1 3a
Boazapus, kamo cmodHocmma Ha obaacm Codus (cmoauua)
HagMuHaBa ocmaHaaume nem padoHa om HUBo 2 B3emu 3aeg-
Ho. lkoHomuyeckama cmpykmypa Ha palioHa ce omau4aBa cbe
CUAHO NpeobAagaBaul gan Ha cekmopa Ha ycayzume 3a cvemka
Ha cBuBawume ce cekmopu Ha UHgyCmpuAma U Ha ceackomo
cmonaHcmBo.

KoeduuueHmom Ha 3aemocm Ha HaceaeHuemo 8 03P Ha Bb3-
pacm 20-64 2. e no-Bucok om cpegHuA 3a cmpadama - 69,2%,
a paBHuWEemo Ha 6espabomuua Ha HacereHuUemo Ha Bb3pacm
15-64 2. e no-Hucko om cpegHomo 3a cmpaHama u 3a EC-27
- 8,3%.

Cucmemama om 06pa3oBameAHu uHcmumyuuu 8 t0zo3anag-
HuA palioH e Hali-gobpe pa3Buma cnpAMOo 0cmaHaAume palioHu
8 cmpaxama. PalioHbm uma 3Ha4umeAeH NOmeHuuaA 3a padu-
mue Ha uHoBauuume, ocobeHo B8 Codus u bracoeBepag. Pas-
xogume 3a HPL Bv3ausam Ha 1,03% om peauoHarHuA BBI.

3HayumeneH e npuHocbm Ha 03P kom mypucmuyeckua cek-
mop Ha Bbazapus. Hati-3Ha4umu Heonor3omBopeHu pecypeu ca
mypucmuyeckume NomeHUUaAu Ha NpUpogHOMO HacaegecmBo
(ocobeHo MuHepanHume Bogu) u KyamypHume ueHHocmu. Tyk
ca pasnorokeHu Puackusm maHacmup, Boadckama ubpkBa,
Kamegpanet xpam ,CBemu Anekcangbp HeBcku“, Pomongama

GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS

The South West Region is part of the ‘South West and South
Central Bulgaria’ level 1 region. The region includes the districts
of Blagoevgrad, Kyustendil, Pernik, Sofia, Sofia (capital) and
their 52 municipalities.

The SWR borders the Republics of Serbia, Macedonia and
Greece. The terrain is mostly mountainous. The region covers
the mountain ranges of Rila, Pirin, Vitosha, Belasitsa and a small
part of the Western Rhodopes. The main rivers are the catch-
ments of the Iskar, Struma and Mesta. The area of the SWR
is 20.3 thousand sq. km, accounting for 18.3% of the national
territory.

The indicators for general demographic development of the
SWR are more favourable than the other NUTS 2 level areas
in the country; a major contributor to this is the capital Sofia.

According to the latest census, conducted in 2011, the popu-
lation of the SWR is 2,132,848 people - 29% of the population
of the country. 61% of the population of the area lives in the
Sofia (capital) district. Population density - 105 pop./sq. km is
significantly higher than the national average - 66.3 pop./sq. km.
This is also due to Sofia (city) having an extreme density of 960
pop./sq. km.

The regional economy of the SWR is developing faster than the
other regions of the country. The region is first in all key indica-
tors of socio-economic development, which again is due to the
capital. However, it has not reached the average level for EU-27
yet. GDP, created in the region, per capita amounted to 171.8%
of the national average in 2010 and 75% of the EU-27. 64.6% of
the total Foreign Direct Investments (FDI) in Bulgaria was carried
out in the SWR, the value for Sofia (capital) exceeds the remain-
ing five regions of NUTS 2 level combined. The economic struc-
ture of the region is characterized by the predominating share
of the service sector at the expense of the shrinking sectors of
industry and agriculture.

The employment rate of the population in the SWR aged 20-64
is higher than the national average - 69.2%, and the unemploy-
ment rate of the population aged 15-64 is lower than the national
average and the EU-27 one - 8.3%.

The system of educational institutions in the SWR is the best
developed in the country. The area has significant potential for
development of innovation, especially in Sofia and Blagoevgrad.
The R&D expenses amount to 1.03% of the regional GDP.

The contribution of the SWR to the tourist sector in Bulgaria is
significant. The most significant untapped resources are the
tourism potential of natural heritage (especially mineral water)
and the cultural values. The area contains the Rila Monastery,
the Boyana Church, the 'St. Alexander Nevski’ Cathedral, the
‘Sveti Georgi’ Rotonda, the "Sveta Sofia’ basilica, the Rozhenski
monastery, the ‘Sveta Petka Bulgarska’ church, the Kordopu-
lov’s House, Melnik, the sand pyramids of Melnik, Koprivshtit-
sa architectural and historical reserve, the Hisarlaka Fortress,
the Krakra fortress, the Urvich castle, the Stobs pyramids, the
Kovatchevitsa and Leshten architectural reserves, Vasil Levski
monument and others. Nearly 50% of the mineral waters in the
country are in the region. The cultural infrastructure is very well

,C8emu Teopau”, basuaukama ,CBema Cogua“, PokeHckua
Mmatacmup, Xpam ,C8ema Memka Boazapcka“, KopgonyaoBama
kowga, MeAHuk, Measuwkume ckaasu nupamugu, apxumekmyp-
Ho-ucmopuyecku pesepBam KonpuBwuua, Kpenocmma Xucap-
Noka, Kpenocmma Kpakpa, Kpenocmma YpBuy, Cmobckume
nupamugu, ApxumekmypHu pesepBamu KoBayeBuua u /AeweH,
MamemHuka Ha Bacua AeBcku u gp. B palioHa ce Hamupam 6Au-
30 50% om muHepaaHume Bogu 8 cmpaqama. MamepuaiHama
6a3a Ha kyamypama e MH020 gobpe u3zpageHa. CuaHo paBum e
Bu3Hec, cku u baaHeomypuambm.

03P e BakeH mpaxcnopmeH kpbecmonom. Mpe3 mepumopus-
ma Ha patioHa npeMuHaBam yacmu om mpu om eBponetickume
mpatcnopmHu kopugopu - N4, Ne8 u Ne10. CoxonbmHama
Bpb3ka Ha 03P cbCc CcbcegHUMe cmpaHu Ce ocbllecmBaBa
4pes 0Cem 2paHu4HO-KOHMPOAHU nponyckameanu nyHkmoGe.
PalloHbm € ¢ Had-20AAMa gbAKUHA Ha u32pageHama eneso-
nbmHa Mpexka 8 cmpaHama U e Hail-gobpe 0BCAyKeHUAM ¢
Bo3gywieH mpaxcnopm om palioHume Ha HuBo 2 8 bbazapus.

lN3zpageHocmma Ha BogocHabgumeAHume Mpexu B8 HO3P
HabawkaBa makcumanHama cu BeauduHa — 99,1%. 100% e
BogocHabgeHomo HaceneHue B8 obaacm Codua (cmoauua). Mo
gAA Ha 06CAYKBaHOMO om kaHaAu3auUOHHU MpeXu HaceaeHue
—88,2%, pailoHom e Ha nbpBo MACMO cpeg palioHume om HUBo
2. [lexom Ha 06CAYkeHOMO Oom npeyucMBameAHU CMaHuuu 3a
omnagHu Bogu HaceneHue e 73,7%, 3HaYUMEAHO Hag CPEgHOMO
3a cmpaHama. PalioHom ce xapakmepu3upa u ¢ Hat-8ucoka
UH(OPMAUUOHHA OCu2ypeHocm cpeg palioHume om HuBo 2 8
cmpaHama, Ho cpaBHeH cbe cpegHomo 3a EC-27 HuBo Bce owe
usocmasa.

Ha mepumopusma Ha 03P ca peaucmpupaHu 3Ha4umeAHu
cMoOHOCMU HAa aHMpPON02eHHO HamoBapBaHe U BAoweHo ka-
yecmBo Ha ammocdepHua Bv3gyx. Mopagu UHMeEH3UBHOMO
ukoHomuyecko pa3Bumue Ha padioHa u GyHKuuOHUpaHemo Ha
npegnpusmus om mexXkama NpoMULLIAEHOC, HA MepUMOopUs-
ma My ce omyuma 3amMbpcABaHe Ha okoAHama cpega ¢ peguua
3aMopCUMEAU.

CoblueBpemeHHO genom Ha 3awumeHume 30HU no HATYPA 2000
3aema 39,5% om mepumopuama, kamo eguHcmBero HOLP e ¢
no-Bucok gaa. fopume npegcmaBaaBam 47% om mepumopus-
ma, myk nonagam Hag 30% Om NAOWUME Ha USAOAUCMHUME
20pu 8 cmpaHama. B 2paHuuume Ha paliona ce BkakloyBam usugs-
A0 gBa om mpume HauuoHanHu napka 8 cmpatama - HI ,Puaa*
u HIM ,Mupun® u He3Hayumeara yacm om mpemusa — HIT ,Liex-
mpaneH baakaH", kakmo u mpu om 06wo gecemme NPUPOGHU
napka 8 cmpadama - MM ,Bumowia®, MM ,Puacku mMaHacmup®,
MM ,beaacuua, u yacmu om MMM ,BpavaHcku bankax“. Komnae-
kcom om kaumamuuyHu, 2eonokku u xugponokku ycaoBus 8
03P onpegens yHukanHama My (aopa u (ayHa, Gopmupawiu
602amo 6UOAO2UYHO pasHOObpasue.

Haauvuemo Ha kBaauduuupaHa pabomHa poka, baazonpuam-
HOMO MpaHcnopmHo-2eo2padcko noaokeHue, 602zamomo npu-
pogHo U kyAmypHO pa3Hoobpasue, 2oAemuam 6poll yuebHu 3a-
BegeHus ca npegnocmatka 3a yckopeHo pasBumue Ha patioHa.
OcHoBHa uen 8 pazBumuemo Ha 03P we 6bge gocmuzaHemo
Ha cpegHomo eBponelicko HUBO 4pe3 ycmod4uB pacmeX u gu-
Bepcuduuupana ukoHomuka, kakmo u banaHcupaHo pasBumue
Ha mepumopuAma Ha patioHa.

built. Business, skiing and spa tourism are highly developed.

The SWR is an important transport junction. The region is tra-
versed by the three European transport corridors - No. 4, 8 and
10. The inland SWR connection with neighbouring countries is
through eight border checkpoints. The region has the greatest
length of railway network in the country and is best served by air
in comparison to the NUTS 2 level areas of the country.

Construction of water supply systems in the SWR is approach-
ing its maximum value of 99.1%. The supplied population in
Sofia (city) is 100%. The region ranks first among NUTS 2 level
regions on the % of population with access to mains sewer-
age - 88.2%. The share of population serviced by waste water
treatment plants is 73.7%, well above the national average. The
region is also characterized by the highest information provision
among NUTS 2 level regions of the country, but compared to the
EU-27 average level it still lags behind.

Significant levels of anthropogenic stress and poor air quality
have been registered in the SWR. Due to intensive economic
development of the region and the operation of heavy industry,
environmental pollution with a number of pollutants has been
reported.

The share of NATURA 2000 protected areas occupies 39.5% of
the territory, with only the SCR (South Central Region) having a
higher rate. Forests cover 47% of the territory. More than 30%
of the coniferous forests of the country are here. Two of the
three national parks in the country, the ‘Rila’ and 'Pirin’ National
Parks, lie fully within the area of the region, together with an
insignificant part of the third one, the ’Central Balkan’ National
Park, as well as three of the ten nature parks in the country:
‘Vitosha', ‘Rila Monastery’, Milena Bullock‘Belasitsa’ and parts
of ‘Vratsa Balkan’. The combination of climatic, geological and
hydrological conditions in the SWR determines its unique flora
and fauna that make up its rich biodiversity.

The availability of skilled labour, good transportation, the favour-
able geographical location, the rich natural and cultural diversity,
and the large number of educational institutions are a prerequi-
site for accelerated development of the region. The main objec-
tive in the development of the SWR will be to reach the average
European level through sustainable growth, diversified economy
and balanced territorial development of the region.

DEVELOPMENT POTENTIAL

Development potential of the South West Region, listed in the
National Strategy for Regional Development of the Republic of
Bulgaria (2012-2022), concerns the following areas:

 The key strategic location of the region as regards Europe-
an transport corridors, the border with three countries and the
well-developed network of regional and local transport infra-
structure are a potential for the development of cross-border,
transnational and inter-regional cooperation

« The construction of the 'Struma’ highway plays an important
role in improving the connectivity of the region and enhances its
economic value, especially in the south. The connection with
the Republic of Macedonia through Kyustendil will play a similar
role.

« The high accessibility to rail, the high density of primary roads
and highways and the international airport of Sofia all support
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MOTEHLINAAIN 3A PA3BUTINE

TMomeHuuanume 3a pa3Bumue Ha 0203anageH palioH, NOCOYeHU
8 HauuoHanHama cmpameaus 3a pe2uoHaAHo pa3Bumue Ha Pe-
nybauka Boreapua (2012-2022 2.), ca B caegHume cepu:

e Cmpameauyecko U Bb31080 pasnoaokeHue Ha patioHa no Ha-
npaBaeHuAmMa Ha eBponedckume mpaHcnopmHU kopugopu, 2pa-
Huua ¢ mpu gbpkaBu u gobpe pasBuma Mpexa om peauoHaAHa
U MeCmHa mpaHcnopmHa UHGpacmpykmypa - nomeHuuaa 3a
pa3Bumue Ha MpaHCc2PaHUYHO, MeXXJyPe2UOHAAHO U MpaHCHa-
LUUOHAAHO CbMpygHUYeCmBo;

* 132paxkgaHe Ha aBmomazucmpana ,Cmpyma“ - ¢ BaxkHa poas
3a NogobpABaHe Ha cBbp3aHocmma Ha patioHa u 3a noBuwata-
He Ha ukoHomuyeckama 3Ha4uMocm 0CoBeHo Ha lokHama My
yacm. MogobHa poas wie usuzgpae Bpbakama npe3 KlocmeHgua
kom Penybauka MakegoHus;

e Bucokama gocmbnHocm go HKeAe30nomeH mpaHcnopm,
Bucokama 2ocmoma Ha nbpBokaacHu nbmuwa u aBmomazuc-
mpaau, kakmo u Haauuue Ha MekgyHapogHomo Aemuuwe Codus
nogkpena pa3Bumuemo Ha 6usHeca, MbpaoBuAma U mypuama;
* Haauduemo Ha HauuoHaneH u eBponelicku agMuHucmpamu-
BeH, ukoHomuyYecku u kyamypeH ugHmbp - cmoauuama Codus,
6aazonpuamcmBa ukoHomuyeckume u KyamypHu Bpo3ku U Co-
mpygHu4ecmBomo;

* Bucoka cmeneH Ha u3zpageHocm Ha couuaaHama u uHkeHep-
Hama uHdpacmpykmypa u koHugHmpauua Ha Bucwu yquAuwa
u uscregoBamencku ueHmpoBe - uHoBamuBeH nomeHuuan 3a
peauoHarHama ukoHomuka;

e CuAHa koHueHmpauuama Ha pecypcu - GpuHaHcoBu, mamepu-
aAHU U YoBewku B palioHa Ha cmoAuuama U Haauyue Ha kBa-
Auuuupadu kagpu 8 pasauyHume cekmopu Ha ukoHomukama
- npuBAekameAeH 3a pa3Bumue Ha UHOBauuU U busHec padioH;

* Pa3Ho06pasHu kaumamuunu, 2e0A0kku U Xugpoaoxkku ycao-
BuA, yHukaaHa Gaopa u dayHa, 6oeamo pasHoobpasue Ha Bugo-
Be, cbobiecmBa U NPUPOGHU MECMO0BUMAHUA, HAUUOHAAHU U
npupogHu napkoBe ¢ 20AAMa 3Ha4YUMOCM HA MepuMopuAMa Ha
palioHa - HEOUEHUM NOMeHUUaA 3a pa3Bumue Ha mypu3ma u 3a
CbXpaHaBaHe Ha 6o2amo buopa3Hoobpasue ¢ 06LoeBponelicko
3HAYEHUE.

BU3NA

H0203anagHusm paiioH — HauuoOHaneH emanoH 3a 6anaHcupa-
HO pa3Bumue Ype3 UHMEAUEHMEH, ycmoiyuB u npuobiwa-
Baw pacmexk

LLEAU 11 NPWOPWTETIA 3A PASBUTINE

Mpuopumem ,MoBuwaBane koHkypeHmocnocobHocmma Ha
pe2uoHanHama ukoHomuka®

PeauoHanHama ukoHomuka Ha t03P npogoakaBa ga ce pa3BuBa
¢ no-6bp3u mevnoBe B cpaBHeHue ¢ ocmaxaaume palioHu Ha
cmpaHama. CmolHocmma Ha npou3BegeHua bpymeH Bompe-
weH npogykm no mekywu ueHu B8 patdoHa npe3 2010 2. Bb3-
Au3a Ha 33 974 mAH. AB., kamo HO3P cv3gaBa 48,2% om BBl
Ha cmpaHama. 0baacm Codus (cmoauua) npousBexkga 82% om
BBIT Ha patioHa u 39% om HauuoHaAHuA BBI, gokamo 3a ocma-
Haaume 0bAacmu Om padioHa OMHOCUMEAHUAM gAA B Hauuo-
HanHuA BB e B8 pamkume Ha 1-3,5 %. CmodHocmma Ha BBl
Ha 4yoBek om HacereHuemo B padioHa e 16 078 AB. npu cpegeH
nokasamea 3a cmpasama om 9 359 A8., kamo KO3P usnpeBapBa
C Hag gBa nomu cAegBawus 0m ocmaxaaume patioHu — K02ou3-

the development of business, trade and tourism.

« The presence of a national and European administrative,
economic and cultural centre in the region (the capital - Sofia)
favours its economic and cultural ties and cooperation.

 The high level of construction of the social and engineering
infrastructure and the concentration of universities and research
centres is an innovative potential for the regional economy.

« The strong concentration of resources, financial, material and
human, in the capital and in the region and the availability of
skilled workers in different sectors of the economy make the re-
gion attractive for the development of innovation and business.

« The variety of climatic, geological and hydrological conditions
of the region, its unique flora and fauna, the rich variety of spe-
cies, communities and habitats and the national parks of great
significance, provide invaluable potential for the development of
tourism and the conservation of biodiversity of European sig-
nificance.

VISION

The South West Region - a national standard for balanced de-
velopment through smart, sustainable and inclusive growth.

OBJECTIVES AND PRIORITIES FOR DEVELOPMENT

Priority ‘Improving the competitiveness of the regional
economy’

The regional economy of the SWR continues to grow faster than
other regions. The value of GDP of the region at current prices in
2010 amounted to 33,974 million BGN, which makes the share
of SWR 48.2% of GDP of the country. The district of Sofia (city)
produces 82% of the region’s GDP and 39% of national GDP,
while the share of other districts in the region in national GDP
is within 1-3.5%. The GDP per capita in the region was 16,078
BGN, with an average index for the country of 9,359 BGN. The
SWR figure is more than twice the next in the list - the South
East Region. The largest internal inequalities in this indicator are
in the SWR. Both the Pernik and Kyustendil districts produce 4
times less GDP per capita than the Sofia (city) district.

The SWR is a leader in the distribution patterns of FDI, with a
share of 64.6% of the total FDI in Bulgaria (for 2011). This is
again due to the Sofia (city) district, whose values exceed the
remaining five regions of NUTS 2 level combined. As of 31 De-
cember 2011 the amount of cumulative FDI attracted into the
Sofia (city) district represents 86.3% of total FDI in the SWR and
53.5% of total FDI in the country.

In recent years, the changes in the economic structure of the
SWR follow the trends in developed economies. The strong pre-
dominant share of services continues to grow at the expense
of the shrinking sectors of industry and agriculture. In 2010
the services sector formed 76% of the total value added in the
region. The industrial sector produced 22.5% of the regional
added value and the contribution of the agriculture and forestry
sectors was only 1.5% - the lowest of all NUTS 2 level regions.
The share of SWR in GVA of the country is growing steadily and
reached 48.2 % in 2010. The area occupies a leading position
among NUTS 2 level regions in the country. In the services sec-
tor the SWR produces 55.7% of the GVA of the country. In the
industrial sector the figure is 36.8% and in the agriculture sector
itis only 15%.

moyHuA. Hati-eoremume BbmpewHope2uoHaAHU HepaBeHcmBa
no omHoweHue Ha mo3u nokasamen ca 8 tO3P, kamo Bcaka
om obracmume MepHuk u Klocmengua npou3sBexga 4 nomu
no-manko BB Ha yoBek cnpamo obaacm Codus (cmoauua).

03P 3aema Bogewo mAacmo u 8 cmpykmypama Ha pasnpege-
AeHUe Ha npekume uykgecmpaxHu UHBecMuuuU ¢ omHocume-
AeH gan om 64,6% om Bcuuku MY 3a boazapus (3a 2011 2.)
ToBa ce gonku omHoBo Ha obaacm Codusa (cmoauua), yuumo
cmodHocMUu HagMuHaBam ocmaxaaume nem padoHa om HuBo
2 B3emu 3aegHo. Kom 31.12.2011 2. pasvepbm Ha M4 ¢ Ham-
pynBane, npuBreyeHu B8 obracm Codua (cmoauua) npegcma-
BsBa 86,3% om Bcuuku MYK 8 HO3P u 53,5% om Bcuuku M4
8 cmpasama.

Mpe3 nocaegHume 20guHu npomeHume B ukoHomuueckama
cmpykmypa Ha 03P cregBam meHgeHuuume Ha pasBumume
ukoHoMuku. CuAHO npeobragaBawuuam gaA Ha ycAyeume npo-
gonkaBa ga HapacmBa 3a cmemka Ha cBuBawume ce cekmopu
Ha uHgycmpusama u ceackomo cmonadcmBo. MMpes 2010 2. 8
cekmopa Ha ycayaume ce hopmupam 76% om cbBkynHama go-
6aBeta cmolHocm B patioHa. B cekmopa Ha uHgycmpuama ce
npousBexkgam 22,5% om peauoHaAHama gobaBeHa cmodHocm,
2 NpuHocbm Ha cekmopa Ha ceackomo u 2opcko cmonascmBo
e camo 1,5% - Hali-HuCbk om Bcuuku patioHu om HuBo 2. OmHo-
cumeaHuAam gaa Ha 03P 8 BC Ha cmpaHama HenpekbcHamo
HapacmBa u gocmuza go 48,2% npe3 2010 2., kamo palioHbm
3aema Bogewo MACMO cpeg padoHume om HuBo 2 B8 cmpaHa-
ma. B cekmopa Ha ycayeume 03P cb3gaBa 55,7% om bJIC Ha
cmpaHama, 8 cekmopa Ha uHgycmpuama — 36,8%, a 8 cekmopa
Ha ceackomo cmonascmBo — egBa 15%.

Codua e palloHbm ¢ Hat-cuAHa ukoHomuka B8 cmpaHama. ToBa
€ Hal-20AeMUAM NPOMULUAEH UEHMbP Ha BbA2apus, kamo npe-
umywecmBo ce gaBa Ha pasBumuemo Ha mexkkama npomuw-
AeHocm. Ha mepumopuama Ha Codua uma okoao 800 2onemu
npegnpuamus. B Codua ca cocpegomoueHu 75% om yepHama
memaaypaus, 50% om noauzpaduyeckama, 15% om eaekmpo-
mexHuyeckama u erekmpoHHama npomuwiAeHocm, 14% om
koxkyxapckama u 06yBHama NpOMULLAEHOCM Ha cmpaHama.
MpousBexkga ce xumuyecka, mekcmuAHa u XpaHumeaHo-Bky-
coBa npogykuus. Ompacaume cmpoumeAcmBo, mop2oBus U
MPaHCNopm ca CUAHO pa3Bumu.

Mpodusom Ha ukoHomukama Ha Coguiicka 0bracm € CUAHO
guBepcuduuupan. MpeBec B8 obracmma uma pasBumuemo
Ha peguua cekmopu Ha npepabomBawama NPOMULIAEHOCT.
MH02020gULWHU Mpaguuuu B 0bwuHUME, pa3noAokeHU B He-
nocpegcmBeHa 6AU30CM go cmoAuuama, umam cekmopume:
npou3BogcmBo Ha xpaHumeAHu npogykmu u Hanumku — ,Koka
Kona XeneHuk BombauHe Komnavu boazapus,, nmuuekombu-

Sofia is the region with the strongest economy in the country.
It is the largest industrial centre in Bulgaria, predominantly fo-
cused on the development of heavy industry. There are around
800 large enterprises in Sofia. Sofia houses 75% of the ferrous
metallurgy, 50% of printing, 15% of the electrical and electronics
industry and 14% of the leather and shoe industry of the coun-
try. Chemicals, textiles and food are produced. Construction,
trade and transport are highly developed.

The economic profile of Sofia district is highly diversified. The
manufacturing industry sector is highly developed. In munic-
ipalities located close to the capital, there are long-standing
traditions in the following sectors: manufacture of food prod-
ucts and beverages - ‘Coca-Cola Hellenic Bottling Company
Bulgaria’, 'Djiev’ Poultry, ‘Olinesa’, Jimmy’s’, ‘Kenar’, ‘Nova
Brasilia’, ‘Niva’ - Kostinbrod, ‘Kraft Foods’ Bulgaria, ‘Parshe-
vitsa’ Dairy, ‘Svoge’ and ‘Royal Foods’ - Elin Pelin; production
of textiles and clothing; leather processing and leather produc-
tion - ‘Euroleather’” - Etropole; production of paper, paperboard
and articles thereof - ‘Sanitex’ - Kostinbrod; printing - ‘Multi-
print’ - Kostinbrod; production of chemicals and plastic prod-
ucts - ‘Verila’ - Elin Pelin; production of basic metals, computer
and communication equipment, electronic products - ‘Inco-
tex’, ‘EPIQ Electronic Assembly’, ‘Siemens’, ‘Nisa’, ‘Microak’,
‘Pipelife’ Bulgaria, ‘Grammer’ Botevgrad; sanitary ceramics
- ‘Bulsan’ - Botevgrad. A unique high-tech production line for
LED energy-saving lights operates in the Godech municipality.
‘Rilski Len’, the only Bulgarian producer of linen fabrics, is in
the municipality of Samokov. In Bozhurishte there is the largest
logistics centre in Bulgaria - ‘Logistics Park Bozhurishte’.

The mining industry in the district is represented by enterpris-
es, mainly in the sector of metal ore mining. The economy of
the municipalities in the eastern part of the Sofia district (Pir-
dop, Mirkovo, Zlatitsa, Etropole and Chelopech) is dominated
by metal ore mining, due to the presence of natural deposits of
porphyry copper and gold-containing ores. ‘Aurubis’ Bulgaria,
a plant for electro refined copper, is in the districts of Pirdop
and Zlatitsa.In Chelopech there is ‘Chelopech Mining’ for the
extraction and processing of copper-gold ores. In the Mirkovo
municipality there is the ‘Elatzite-Med’ plant for the extraction
and processing of porphyry-copper and gold-containing ores
to produce copper concentrate. In Etropole there is the largest
open-cast mine in Bulgaria - ‘Elatzite’. All the above companies
are among the largest taxpayers and investors, not only for the
region, but also throughout the country.

Electric and thermal energy production related to renewable en-
ergy sources is developing very fast in the district of Sofia. In
the Svoge municipality there are 9 Mini Hydro Power Plants, the
‘Sreden Iskar Cascade HPP’ project, for the production of elec-
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Ham ,[DkueB,, ,0auHesa,, ,J[hkumuc,, ,KeHap, ,HoBa bpasuaus,,
,HuBa, — 8 Kocmuk6pog, ,Kpadm Dyygc, Borzapus u Mangpa
MopweBuua,, CBoze, ,Posn Myyge,, EAuH Meau; npousBog-
cmBo Ha mekemua, udgeaus om mekcmua u 06aekao; 06pabom-
ka Ha koku u npou3BogcmBo Ha koxkeHu usgeaus — ,EBpone-
gop,, Emponoae; npousBogecmBo Ha xapmus, kapmoH u u3geaus
om max — ,CaHumekc,, KocmuHbpog; neyamHa geliHocm —
,Myamunpusm,, KocmuHopog; npou3BogcmBo Ha XUMUYHU
Npogykmu U u3geAus om naacmmacu — ,Bepuaa,, EAuH Meaun;
npou3BogcmBo Ha 0CHOBHU Memanu, komnlombpHa u komy-
HukauuoHHa mexHuka, enekmpoHHu npogykmu — ,/iHkomekc,,
LJEnuk EaekmpoHuk Acembau,, ,CumeHc,, ,Huca,, ,Mukpoak,,
Jlatinnadd, Bvaeapua, [pamep,, bomeBepag; caHumapHa
kepamuka — ,byacaH,, bomeBzpag. B obwuHa logey pabomu
yHukanHa BucokomexHOAO2UYHA AUHUA 3a npou3BogcmBo Ha
cBemoguogu 3a eHepaocnecmaABawu ocBemumeAHu meaa. B
o6wuHa CamokoB ce Hamupa eguHCMBEHUAM CneuuaAusupat
npou3Bogumen B8 BoAzapus Ha AeHeHU mbkaHu ,Puacku AeH,. B
0bwuHa boXkypulue e paznorokeH Hali-20AeMUAM AO2UCMUYEH
ueHMop B8 boAzapus — ,\oaucmuyeH napk boxkypuuwe,.

Jlo6uBHama npomutaeHocm B8 obaacmma e npegcmaBeqa om
npegnpuAmuA ocHoBHO B cekmopa gobuB Ha MemanHu pygu.
VkoHomukama Ha 06U uHUME om u3moyHama Yacm Ha Cogu-
cka obracm — Mupgon, MupkoBo, 3xamuua, Emponone, Yeroney
€ gOMUHUpaHa om gobuBHama NPOMUWIAEHOCM — gobuB Ha
MemaaHU pygu, CBbp3aHo C HAAUYUEMO HA NPUPOgHU 3areXku
0m MegHO-NOPQUPHU U 3AamMO-CbgbpkatLiu pygu. B obwuHume
Mupgon u 3rxamuua ce Hamupa 3aBoga 3a enekmpopahuHupaHa
meg ,Aypybuc, bbaeapus. B obwiuHa Yeaoned e npegnpuamu-
emo Ha ,Yenoney MalHuHe, 3a goouB u npepabomka Ha Meg-
HO-3AamHU pygu. Ha mepumopuAma Ha o6wuxa MupkoBo ce
Hamupa 0bozamumeAHOmo npegnpusamue ,Eaauume Meg, 3a
gobuB u npepadbomka Ha MegHO-NOPQUPHU U 3AaMOCbgbpka-
WU pygu 3a noayyaBaHe Ha MegeH koHueHmpam. B Emponone
bk € pasnonokeH Hat-2oremusam omkpum pygHuk 8 Boazapus
— ,Enauume,,. Bcuyku dupmu, peaausupawiu mesu npousBog-
cmBa, ca cpeg Hal-20AemMume gaHbkonaamuu u uHBecmumopu
He camMo 32 06Aacmma, Ho U B uArama cmpana.

B Codulicka obaacm ¢ guHamuyHu memnoBe ce pa3BuBa u
npou3BogcmBomo Ha enekmpuyecka U MONAUHHA eHepaus,
cBbp3aHo ¢ Bb306HOBAEMUME eHEp2UliHU U3MOYHUUU. B 06-
wuHa CBoze ca uszpageHu 9 MBELL - npoekm ,Kackaga CpegeH
Ickop” 3a npousBogecmBo Ha mok om Bogume Ha p. Vickop. B
06wuHa Vxmumat npouzBogcmBomo Ha ekoeHepeaus e npeg-
cmaBeHo ¢ gBa domoBoamauyHu coaapHu napka. B npoekm ca
ouwe Hakoako BempozeHepamopHU U coAapHu napkoBe u 8 gpyau
06WUHU Ha 0bracmma, koemo noka3Ba 20AeMuA NOMEHUUAA Ha
peauoHa 3a npou3BogemBo Ha ,3eAeHa” eHepaus.

Mo-2onemume npegnpusmusa 8 KlocmeHguacka obaacm ca 8
cepama Ha Aekama u npepabomBawiama NPOMULIAEHOCM.
Xumuyeckama u GapmaueBmuyHa npoMULIAEHOCM € npegema-
Bena om ,AkmaBuc, dynHuua, ,Papma,, ,Dapmemap,; wuBaw-
kama u mekcmuasama npomutuAeHocm - om ,Moga byauma,
U ,Berdbkg,, 06yBHama — om ,[apuc, u ,Becuka,; gopBoob-
pabomBawama — om ,EBpocmua.,,. [M0-20AeMU MawUHOCMPOU-
MeAHU npegnpusmus ca , Topazomepm,,, ,KEMET EaekmpoHuKc,,.

B peauoHanHama ukoHomuka Ha obaacm MepHuk ca 3acmbneHu
noymu Bcuyku ompacAu Ha MamepuarHomo npou3Bogcmeo,
kamo Bogewa poAs umvia YepHama Memaaypeusa - CmomaHa

tricity from the waters of the river Iskar. In the Ihtiman municipal-
ity there are two photovoltaic solar parks for the production of
eco energy. There are projects for some more wind farms and
solar parks in other municipalities of the district, which shows
the great potential of the region for ‘green’ energy production.

The largest companies in the district of Kyustendil are in the
sphere of light industry. The chemical and pharmaceutical in-
dustries are represented by ‘Actavis’ - Dupnitsa, ‘Pharma’ and
‘Pharmstar’, the clothing and textile industries - by ‘Moda Bulita’
and ‘Velbujd’, the shoe industry - by ‘Daris’ and ‘Vesika’, and
the wood processing industry - by’Eurostill’. Some of the largest
engineering enterprises are ‘Torgoterm’ and ‘KEMET Electron-
ics’ Bulgaria.

Almost all manufacturing industries are present in the region-
al economy of the Pernik district. Ferrous metallurgy has the
leading role - ‘Stomana Industry’, machine building and metal
processing - ‘Kolhida Metal’, ‘Pramet’ (Ferromagnet), ‘Solidus’,
‘ZGGM’, ‘Besttechnica’ - Radomirp ‘Tezhko Mashinostroene’ -
Radomir, ‘Mineralmash’, ‘Galco’ and ‘Radomir Metal Industries’,
electrical industry - ‘Incoms Rectifiers’, ‘Lemi Trafo’ and ‘EMU’,
the chemical industry - by ‘VETPROM’ -, Radomir - veterinary
products.The share of light industry is increasing represented by
the clothing industry - ‘Blue Point’, ‘Demo’ and ‘Arachne’, and
food industry - ‘Kolbaso’, ‘Melbon’, ‘Sami-M’, ‘Vamid’, ‘Sani-
Kons’, ‘Puratos’ and ‘Prokafin’.

With the exception of the 'Blagoevgrad BT’ tobacco plant, there
are very few industrial giants in Blagoevgrad. Some large em-
ployers are ‘Medica’ - Sandanski - a manufacturer of pharma-
ceuticals, ‘Pirintex’ - Gotse Delchev - clothing production, brew-
ing ‘Pirinsko Pivo’ brewery - Blagoevgrad, ‘Pirinplast’ - Gotse
Delchev - manufacturer of plastic products, the ‘Strumatex’
textile factory - Blagoevgrad and ‘Pirinhart’ - Razlog - pulp and
paper production. Tobacco is one of the main sources of in-
come for the region. The earliest vegetables are grown in Petrich
and this is the only region in Bulgaria where kiwifruit is grown.

Development of R&D. By 2020, the share of R&D investment
of the GDP of the region is to reach 2.5%.

The cost to research and development activities in 2010
amounted to 349.9 million BGN, which represents 83% of the
total R&D expenditure of the country. There is significant po-
tential for innovation in Sofia and Blagoevgrad with regards to
the concentration of universities and the large number of stu-
dents in these centres. Compared to the rest of the NUTS 2 level
regions in the country, as of the end of 2010, with a value of
1.03%, SWR was close to national commitments under the EU
‘Europe 2020’ strategy and its National Reform Programme of
the Republic of Bulgaria (2013-2015) with regards to the share
of expenditure on R&D of GDP.

To stimulate innovative research activity the main interventions
will be aimed at building the appropriate infrastructure: business
incubators (at least one in each district in the region), research
centres for advanced technologies (in Sofia and Blagoevgrad),
technology transfer centres, technology parks, and improving
the quality of human resources and the number of employees
in high-tech industries. Measures will be taken to improve the
access to finance for high-tech and export-oriented companies
and the regulatory framework to stimulate innovation activity.

UHgbCMPU,, MAWUHOCMPOUMeAHama U MemanooopabomBa-
wama npomuwAeHocm — Koaxuga meman,, ,lpamem, (Qe-
pomazHum), ,Coaugyc,, ,3ITM,, ,becmmextuka,, Pagomup,
J1exkko mawuHocmpoere,, Pagomup, Munepaamvauw,, ,[aako,,
JLagomup Memana VHgocmpuds,, eaekmpomexHuka — VIH-
komc, — npousBogcmBo Ha mokousnpaBumeau, ,/Aemu mpago,,
LEMY,,, xumuyeckama - ,Bemnpom,, Pagomup — npou3BogcmBo
Ha BemepuHapo-MeguuuHcku npenapamu. HapacmBa geabm Ha
Aekama npomuwiAeHocm - wuBawka, npegcmaBeHa om ,bay-
nodHm,, ,[emo,, ,ApaxHu, U XpaHumeaHo-BkycoBama — npeg-
cmaBena om ,Koabaco,, ,MenooH,, ,Camu-M,, ,Bamug,, ,CaHu
KoHc,, ,Mypamoac,, ,MpokaduH,,.

C uskaloueHue Ha mlomloHeBua 3aBog ,baazoeBzpag bT, npo-
MULLAGHU 2u2aHmu B obaacm BaazoeBzpag noumu AuncBam.
Mo-2onemu pabomogamenu ca ,Meguka,, CaHgaHcku — npo-
usBogumen Ha AekapcmBeHu cpegemBa, ,IMupusmekce,, foue
[lenyeB — npou3BogcmBo Ha 0baekno, nuBoBapHama ,MupuHcko
nuBo,, baazoeBzpag, ,MupuHnaacm,, foue JdeaseB — npousBo-
gumeA Ha naacmmacoBu usgeaus, mekcmuAHama (abpuka
L,Cmpymamekc,, brazoeBzpag, ,Muputxapm,, Pa3io2 — npous-
BogcmBo Ha ueayro3a u xapmus. OmeaexkgaHemo Ha mlomioH e
Cpeg OCHOBHUME U3MOYHUUU Ha goXog 3a peauoHa. B Mempuy
ce pakgam Haid-paHHUMe 3eAeHuyuu, myk eguHcmBeHo B boa-
2apus ce omaaexkga kuBu.

Pa3Bumue Ha HayyHo-u3cregoBamenckama u pa3BoiiHa gei-
Hocm. [lo 2020 2. genbm Ha uHBecmuyuume 8 HIAPO, om BBN
Ha paiioHa ga gocmuzHe 2,5%

CmoiiHocmma Ha pasxogume 3a HayuHo-u3caegoBamencka u
pasBodHa gedxocm npe3 2010 2. Bv3ausa Ha 349,9 MAH. AB.,
koemo npegcmaBaaBa 83% om Bcuuku pasxogu 3a HUPL Ha
cmpaHama. 3Ha4umeAeH NomeHuuaA 3a pa3Bumue Ha uHoBauu-
ume uma 8 Codusa u baazoeBzpag, npegBug koHueHmpauusma
Ha Bucwu y4e6HU 3aBegeHusA u 2oaam 6poll cmygeHmu 8 mesu
ueHmpoBe. B cpaBHeHue ¢ ocmaHaaume patioHu om HuBo 2 8
cmpaHama, kom kpaa Ha 2010 2. coc cmolHocm om 1,03%
03P e Hal-6Au30 go noemus HauuOHaAeH aHeakumeHm no
Cmpameauama Ha EC ,EBpona 2020“ u coomBemHama Hauuo-
HaAHa npoepama 3a peopMu Ha Penybauka Boacapua (2013-
2015 2.) omHocHo pasxogume 3a HUPO kamo gan om BBIN.

3a cmumyAupaHe Ha uHoBamuBHama akmuBHocm U HayyHume

There are plans to support the research and applied work in
universities and scientific organizations.

Technological innovation and energy efficiency in SMEs

As of the end of 2011 the highest concentration of all types of
businesses among NUTS 2 level regions in the country is in the
SWR - 37% to 44% for the different sized groups of enterprises.
In recent years micro-enterprises with up to 9 employees have
constituted a constant share of about 90%. Small businesses
account for 7 to 9.5%, average ones - about 1-2% and large
companies (over 250 employees) are below one percent. The
largest volume of investments in fixed assets in the SWR for
2011 is accounted for in economic activity by ‘Trade, repair
of motor vehicles and motorcycles, transportation, storage
and postal services, hospitality and restaurant management’ -
26.7% of the total for the region, followed by investments in
‘Mining, manufacturing and other industries, water supply, sew-
erage, waste management and recycling’ at 21.1% and ‘Real
estate operations’ at 18.7%.

Support will be given to proposals for technological innovation
of SMEs and implementation of new effective (including energy)
technology in their work, and cluster development. There are
outstanding prerequisites for creating clusters in ICT, engineer-
ing, microelectronics, industrial digital systems, wood process-
ing, mining industry and others. The specific vanguard of Sofia
Electric Industrial Cluster (EVIC) brings together about 50 com-
panies with a mission to introduce electro-mobility.

Improving business infrastructure in the industrial zones

Actions will focus on both the renovation of old and construction
of new industrial zones in addition to the construction of related
infrastructure - road infrastructure, water systems, electrical and
gas supply and systems for broadband internet.

Utilization of the potential for local tourism

The SWR contribution to the tourism sector in Bulgaria is
considerable. The share of nights spent in the region in 2012
amounted to 14.2% of overnight stays in the country, and reve-
nues from nights reached 18.5% of total revenue for the country.
The region retains its third place in NUTS 2 level regions after

CTpyKTypa Ha UKOHOMMKaTa B KOrosanageH paiioH/
Economic structure in South-westregion

® CeKTOp Ha
ycnyruTe,
Services sector

o CekTOp Ha
MHAYCTpUATA,
Production sector

CeKTop Ha
CencKkoTo
CTOMaHCTBO,
Agriculture sector

M3moyHuk BBIT: MIHcmumym 3a nasapHa ukoHomuka, 2009 2./ Source GDP: Institute for market economy
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uscregBaHuA 0cHOBHUME uHMepBeHuUUU We Gbgam HacoueHu
kom usepakgaHe Ha nogxogawa uHGpacmpykmypa — Bu3Hec
uxkybamopu (noHe no eguH BvB Bcaka obracm B palioHa),
uscregoBamencku ueHmpoBe 3a BopxoBu mexHorozuu (B Co-
(us u BrazoeBzpag), ueHMPoBe 3a MeXHOAOUYEH mpaHchep,
mexHoAo2UYHU napkoBe, kakmo u kom noBuwaBaHe Ha ka-
yecmBomo Ha YoBewkua pecypc U Ha 6poA Ha 3aemume BvB
BucokomexHorozuyHUME ompacAu. LLie ce npegnpuemvam mep-
ku 3a nogobpABaHemo Ha gocmbna go duHaHcupaHe 3a Buco-
komexHoAo2Uu4HUME U ekcnopmHO OpueHmMupaHu GuUpPMU U Ha
peayramopHama pamvka 3a CmumyAupaHe Ha UHOBauuoHHama
akmuBHocm. TpegBukga ce nogkpena 3a Hay4Ho-U3CAEgoBa-
meackama u npuaokHama gedHocm B8 yHuBepcumemume U
Hay4HUMeE OpaaHu3auuu.

TexHOAO2UYHO 06HOBABaHE U eHepauiHa edekmuBHocm
8 Mcn

Kom kpas Ha 2011 2. Haii-eonava koHueHmpauua om Bcudku
BugoBe npegnpuamus cpeg paloHume om HUBo 2 8 cmpaHama
uma B8 K03P - 37% go 44% om pasau4HUME 2pynu NO 20AeMUHA
npegnpuamus. MocmosHeH gaa om okoao 90% npe3 nocAegHU-
me 20guHu npegcmaBasaBam mukponpegnpuamusma ¢ nepco-
Haa go 9 gywu. Maakume npegnpusmusa cobcmaBasBam 7-9,5%,
cpegHume — okono 1-2%, a 2oaemMume (C nepcoHan Hag 250
gywu) ca nog eguH npoueHm. Hai-2oaam 0bem uxBecmuuuu 8
[IMA 3a 03P npe3 2011 2. ce omyumam B8 ukoHomuyeckama
gedHocm ,Top2oBus; pemMoHM Ha aBmomobuAu U Momouuk-
AeMU; mpaxcnopm, ckaagupade U nowyy; xomeauepcmBo u
pecmopaHmbopcmBo” — 26,7% om obwume 3a palioHa, cAeg-
BaHu om uHBecmuuuu 8 ,JlobuBHa, npepabomBawa u gpyaa
npoMuLAEHOCM; gocmaBsaHe Ha Bogu; kaHaAU3aUUOHHU yCAyU,
ynpaBAeHue Ha omnagbuu U BbcmaroBaBate” ¢ 21,1% u ,One-
pauuu ¢ HegBukumu umomu‘ ¢ 18,7%.

Mogkpena wie noayyam npoekmu 3a MexHOAORUYHO 06HOBABA-
He Ha MCIT u 3a BHegpABaHe Ha HOBU, ehekmuBHu (BKA. eHep-
2uliHo) mexHoAozuu B pabomama um, kakmo u 3a pa3Bumue
Ha knocmepume. CowecmByBam u3aBeHu npegnocmaBku 3a
Cb3gaBare Ha kabcmepu 8 obaacmma Ha VKT, mawuHocmpo-
eHemo, MukpoerekmpoHukama, UHgycmpuaAHume uudpoBu
cucmemu, gopBoobpabomkama, gobuBHama uHgycmpua u gp.
CneuuduyeH aBaxeapg 3a Codua e uHgycmpuareH kabcmep
Enekmpomobuau (MKEM), obeguraBauw okoao 50 dupmu ¢ mMu-
cuA ga BobBegam eaekmpomobuAHoCMMa.

Mogo6pABane Ha busHec uidpacmpykmypama B8
UHgyCMpuanHume 30Hu

[elicmBuama we ce Hacouam koM 06HOBABaHe HA cmapu
U usepakgade Ha HOBU UHgycmpuaAHu 30HU. MpegBukga ce
usepakgaHe Ha npuAekawa uHppacmpykmypa — nomHa UH-
(hpacmpykmypa, BuK cucmemu, exekmpo U 2a3ocHabgABaHe,
cucmemu 3a WupokoreHmMOoB uHmepHem.

Onoa3omBopsABane Ha MecmHua mypucmuyecku
nomexuuan

IMpuHocom Ha FO3P kbm mypucmuyeckus cekmop Ha boazapus
€ 3Ha4umeneH. [lexom Ha peaausupaHume HowyBku B pailoHa
npe3 2012 2. Bb3ausa Ha 14,2% om HowlyBkume B cmpasama,
a npuxogume om HoulyBku gocmuzam 18,5% om obuwus pas-

the SER (South East Region) and NER (North East Region). The
tourist infrastructure is concentrated in the capital, in the other
district centres, in the mountains and spa resorts. Qutside Sofia,
the most developed and renovated resorts are Borovets, Bansko
and Sandanski. They offer year-round accommodation and have
an infrastructure for skiing tourism, which is in the process of
renewal and development.

Recreation, tourism and cultural potentials of the SWR are ex-
tremely rich and varied. The region has 7,348 immovable cul-
tural properties which constitute 25% of the real cultural values
in the country. The following European cultural corridors go
through its territory: the Western Trans-Balkan corridor, the Via
Diagonalis / Via Militaris corridor, the European roads of Jewish
Heritage and the Green Belt. About 50% of the cultural mon-
uments of national importance are located in the SWR. They
include the 'St. Alexander Nevski’ cathedral, the 'Sveti Georgi’
rotonda, the 'St. Sofia’ basilica, the Rozhenski monastery, the
"Sveta Petka Bulgarska’ church, the Banya Bashi Mosque, the
Sofia synagogue, the Kordopulov's house, Melnik, the Melnik
sand pyramids, Koprivshtitsa architectural and historical re-
serve, the Hisarlaka fortress, the Krakra fortress, the Urvich
castle, the Stobs pyramids, the Kovatchevitsa and Leshten ar-
chitectural reserves, the monument of Vasil Levski etc. Monu-
ments of world importance are the Boyana church (Sofia) and
the Rila monastery (Kyustendil). There are many fortified build-
ings, public, religious and residential buildings from all historical
periods which have been discovered and opened to the public.
Valuable pieces of art and culture are preserved and exhibited in
museums in the region.

Against the backdrop of a rich complex of natural and cultural
heritage inthe SWR stands the unique resource of mineral water,
the potential of which has not been fully utilized. The area con-
tains nearly 50% of the mineral water in the country. There are
63 mineral water deposits which are relevant to the economic
development of the region - in Ovcha Kupel and in Knyazhevo ,
residential areas, in Gorna Banya, Sandanski, Garmen Ognyano-
vo, Sapareva Banya, Belchin Banya, Kyustendil, Bankya and
others.The temperature of the mineral water varies from 17°C
to 102°C. The valley of the river Struma is one of the most inter-
esting areas on the Balkan Peninsula, rich in thermal water. Here
there are 39 independent or related sources of thermal water, 17
of which are not yet exploited.

The ‘formula’ for the success of regional tourism for the last two
decades remains unchanged: ‘Business - ski - spa tourism’.
The amount of nights spent in the business centre (Sofia), in
the ski centres (Samokov and Bansko) and in the spa centre
(Sandanski) forms 85% of the total for the area. Outside resorts,
accommodation facilities are provided by family hotels, guest
houses and private rooms, while the mountain huts and shelters
are in poor condition. In national parks, visitor infrastructure is
built along the routes of ecotourism.

The area is host to many annual festivals (‘sabori’), including
international ones, and the town of Pernik is listed as one of the
European festival cities. One of the biggest festivals in the coun-
try, established as a movement for the protection and promo-
tion of traditional Bulgarian culture and folklore, is the National
Festival of Bulgarian Folklore in Koprivshtitsa, in the district of
Sofia. The SWR also annually holds ‘Pirin Sings’ in the town
of Sandanski, ‘Stanchinarski Igri (Stanchinarski Games)’ - in

Mep Ha npuxogume 3a cmpaHama. Typucmuyeckama uHgpa-
cmpykmypa e koHueHmpupaHa 8 cmoauuama, 8 ocmaxaaume
0bAacmHU 2pagoBe, 8 naaHuHckume u 6anHeorokkume kypop-
mu. M13BvH Codus, Hali-pa3Bumu u 06HOBeHU ca Kypopmume
BopoBeu, backo u CaHgaHcku. Te npegaazam UEAO20QULIHO
HacmaABaHe U pasnoAazam ¢ UHdpacmpykmypa 3a cku mypu-
3oM, koAmo e B npouec Ha 06HOBABaHe U pa3Bumue.

PekpeauuoHHo-mypucmuyeckuam U kyAmypeH nomeHuuaa
Ha 03P e uskaloyumeaHo 602am u pasHooGpaseH. Ha mepu-
mopuAma Ha palioHa uma 7348 6p. HegBwkumu KyamypHU
ueHHocmu - 25% om HegBwkumume KyamypHu ueHHocmu 8
cmpadama. lMpes mepumopuama My npemudaBam eBponed-
ckume kyamypHu kopugopu: 3anagHusm mpaHc-6ankaHcku
kopugop, [uazoHaaHusm kopugop Via Diagonalis/Via Militaris,
EBponelickume nbmuwia Ha eBpelickomo HacaegemBo, 3eneHu-
Am nosc. Okoro 50% om HegBukumume naviemHuuu Ha kya-
mypama 0m HauUOHaAHO 3HaueHue ce Hamupam B8 KO3P. Tyk ca
pasnonokeHu KamegpaneH xpam ,CB8emu Arekcangop HeBeku®,
Pomongama ,C8emu [eopeu’, basuaukama ,C8ema Codus,
PoxkeHckus maHacmup, Xpam ,CB8ema NMemka boacapcka“, baxa
Bawu Hkamus, Codutickama cuxazoza, KopgonyaoBama kowia,
MenHuk, Measuwkume ckaaHu nupamugu, apxumekmypHo-uc-
mopuyecku pesepBam KonpuBuiuua, Kpenocmma Xucapabka,
Kpenocmma Kpakpa, Kpenocmma Yp8uy, Cmobckume nupa-
Mugu, ApxumekmypHu pesepBamu KoBaueBuua u AewieH, Ma-
MemHuka Ha Bacua AeBcku u gp. MamemHuuu cbe cBemoBHO
3HaveHue ca boaHckama ubpkBa (Codus) u Puacku masacmup
(KlocmeHgun). Paskpumu u ekcnoHupau ca MHokecmBo kpe-
NOCMHU cmpoexku, 06uwecmBeHu, kyAmoBU U UAULWHU c2pagu
om Bcuuku ucmopuyecku nepuogu. B myseume u my3edHume
cbupku Ha pailoHa ca 3anaseHu U ekcnoHUpaHU UeHHU 06pasuul
Ha uskycmBomo u kyamypama.

Ha ¢oHa Ha 6ozamume komnaekcu om npupogHo u kyamypHo
HacaegemBo B 03P u3nvkBa yHukaaHuam pecypc om MuHepaa-
HU BOgu, YUUMO NOMEHUUAA OLLE HE € U3UAAC ycBoeH — B patioHa
ce Hamupam 6au30 50% om MuHepaaHume Bogu B8 cmpaHama.
Haxoguwama Ha MuHepaAHu Bogu, koumo umam npakmudecko
3HaueHue 3a ukoHomuyeckomo pasBumue Ha patioHa, Habpos-
Bam 63 6p. — B8 084a kynen, KHsmkeBo, lopHa baHs, CaHgaHcku,
['opmeH, O2HAHOBo, CanapeBa 6aHaA, beaduH bana, KlocmeHgua,
Banka u gp. Temnepamypama Ha mMuHepaaHume Bogu ce gBu-
ku om 17°C go 102°C. HoauHama Ha p.Cmpyma e egHa om
Hal-UHmepecHUme obAacmu, 602amu Ha mepmanHu Bogu, Ha
Bankanckus noayocmpoB. Camo mam uma 39 camocmoamenHu
UAU CBbp3aHu Haxoguwia Ha mepmaaHu Bogu, 17 om koumo Bce
oue He ce ekcnaoamupam.

YcmaxoBuaama ce npe3 nocaegHume gBe gecemuaemus «(op-
MyA@» Ha Pe2UOHaAHUA Mypu3bM 0cmaBa HenpoMeHeHa: «bu3-
Hec — cku — baaHeo mypusom». 0bemom Ha peaausupaHume
HowlyBku B 6usHec ueHmopa (Codus), cku ueHmpoBeme (bax-
cko u CamokoB) u 6aaHeo ueHmbpa (Cangancku) dopmupa 85%
om 06wuA 3a paidioHa. 38bH kypopmume, HacmaHumeAHama
6a3a e npegcmaBeHa om MHokecmBo cemelHu XomeAu, Kolu
U cmau 3a 2ocmu, gokamo nAaHUHckume XUKU U 3aCAOHU ca
B8 AOWOo cbecmosHue. B HauuoHaAHUMe u npupogHume napkoBe
€ u3zpageHa nocemumencka uHppacmpykmypa no Mapwipymu-
me 32 ekomypusoM.

B palioHa exezogHo ce npoBekgam MHokecmBo GecmuBaau
(cobopu), BkalouumeaHo ¢ MeXgyHapogHO yyacmue, a 2pag

Petrich, the ‘Babugerski’ International Festival of Masks and
Games in Simitli, the Festival of Survakars Games in Breznik,
the ‘Starchevata’ New Year Carnival in the town of Razlog, the
‘Surva’ International Festival of Masquerade Games in Pernik,
the Municipality Spring Festival ‘The Valley of Masks’ in the vil-
lage of Kovachevtsi, the ‘Yuzhen Gerdan’ municipal folk festival
in Petrich, the ‘Nishavski Horovod” international folklore festival
in Dragoman, the ‘Peonia’ folklore festival in the town of Bozhu-
rishte, the "Mezhdu Tri Planini’ folklore festival in Bansko, the ‘Ot
Tran Po Ubavo Nema’ national festival of Bulgarian folk dance
clubs’ in the town of Tran, the ‘Pautalia’ international folklore
festival in Kyustendil, the ‘S Pesnite na Setri Biserovi (With the
Songs of the Biserovi Sisters)’ international folklore festival in
Sandanski, the ‘Na Armane s Tapane’ national festival of tradi-
tional dances in the town of Razlog, the ‘Srebarna Pafta’ interna-
tional folklore festival in Kyustendil, the festival of the male folk
groups in Razlog and others.

Intangible Cultural Heritage in the SWR is equally varied. Bistr-
ishkite grandmothers were included in the UNESCO list of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity in 2005.

The material basis of cultural institutions in the region is well
developed. It holds the seat of all national cultural institutes.
Library and community centre networks are active and highly
developed.

The main effort will be focused on the development of different
forms of tourism for which there are suitable conditions in the
region: cultural, historical, skiing and all forms of winter tourism,
rural educational tourism, ecotourism, spa and wellness tour-
ism, golf tourism and others. Stimulation of spa and wellness
tourism in Sofia is especially appropriate. This can be combined
with the opportunities that the capital offers for business and
congress tourism as well as the opportunities for golf tourism
based on established courses in Pravets, Sofia and Bansko.

In order to utilize the tourist resources, support will be granted
to initiatives and projects for preservation, protection and im-
provement of the quality of tourist resources, improvement of
the access and the adjacent technical infrastructure, the pro-
motion of natural and cultural heritage and marketing of local
tourist products. The formation of regional tourist clusters will
be encouraged as well as partnerships between local and re-
gional tourist associations and municipalities.

Development of a competitive agricultural sector

The SWR has unique natural and climatic features for the devel-
opment of agriculture. Kyustendil is a highly developed district
for fruit. The features of soil and climate determine the excep-
tional taste of the fruit, which is characterized by the higher solid
content and fruit flavours than fruit in the rest of Europe. 70% of
the orchards in this area contain cherry trees, 26% apples and
the rest plums and sour cherries. The number of farms in the
Blagoevgrad district is the largest compared to other districts in
the country. The district specializes in the production of tobacco,
potatoes, tomatoes, peaches and grapes. Sofia District is one of
those with the largest share of utilized agricultural area in Bulgar-
ia. The land is suitable for growing potatoes.

Initiatives and projects aimed at promoting the development of
organic farming will be supported, as well as the production of
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MepHuk, kogemo ce npoBexkga MexkgyHapogeH decmuBaa Ha
mackapagHume uepu ,CypBa“, e BkaloueH B cnucbka Ha EBpo-
netickume decmuBaAHu 2pagoBe. EguH om Hail-2oAeMuUme Cb-
60pu B cmpaxama, ymBopgua ce kamo gBukeHue 3a ona3Bate
U nonyAApusupaxe Ha 6bA2apckama mpaguuuoHHa kyamypa u
(onkaop, & HauuoHanHuAm cbbop Ha BoAzapckomo HapogHo
mBopyecmBo B8 KonpuBuuua, Coduiicka obaacm. B 03P exe-
20gHO ce npoBekgam cbwo u: ,MupuH nee,, 2p. CaHgaHcku,
CmanyuHapcku uzpu - 2pag Mempuy, MeXgyHapoges decmu-
Ban Ha Gabyeepckume macku u uepu - epag Cumumau, Mpe-
2neg Ha cypBakapckume uzpu - epag bpesHuk, HoBozoguweH
kykepcku kapHaBaa ,CmapueBama“ - epag Pa3noz, , ObwuHCku
nporemet GecmuBan ,JloauHama Ha mackume” - ¢.KoBaueBuy,
06wuHcku cobop Ha HapogHomo mBopyecmBo ,I0xXkeH 2epgaH”
- 2pag Mempuy, MexXgyHapogeH hoaknoper dpecmuBan ,Huuias-
cku xopoBog* - epag [pacoman, (DoaknopeH decmuBan ,Meo-
HuA“ - epag Boxkypuwe, (oakropeH decmuBan ,Mexkgy mpu
NAGHUHU" - 2pag baxcko, HauuoHareH decmuBan Ha kayboBeme
32 6bazapcku HapogHu maHuu ,0m TpoH no-y6aBo Hema“ - 2pag
TpoH, MexgyHapogeH GoakaopeH GpecmuBan ,Maymanus® - 2pag
Klocmengua, MexkgyHapogeH doaknoper decmuBan ,C necHu-
me Ha cecmpu bucepoBu” - epag CaHgaHcku, Hauuoanen dec-
muBaa Ha MpaguUUOHHUME Xopa ,Ha apmaHe ¢ mbnaxe” - 2pag
Paanoz, MexkgyHapogeH GoakaopeH decmuBan ,CpebopHa nad-
ma“ - epag Klocmengua, QecmuBan Ha Mokkume $oAkAOpHU
2pynu - 2pag Pasnoz u gp.

HemamepuarHomo kyamypHo HacaegecmBo B8 HO3P cowo e
MH02006pa3H0. Bucmpuwkume 6abu ca BkaloueHu B cnucbka
Ha IOHECKO 3a wegooBpume Ha HeMamepuaAHomo KyamypHo
HacaegcmBo Ha yoBeuecmBomo npe3 2005 2.

MamepuaaHama 6a3a Ha kyamypHume uHcmumyuuu 8 patioHa
e gobpe uszpageHa. Tyk e cegaauwiemo Ha Beudku HaUUOHAAHU
kyamypHu uHcmMumymu, 6uBAUOMEYHAMA U YuMaAuwHama
MpeXka ca gedecmBauuu U CuAHo pasBumu.

OcHoBHUMe ycuAuA we Gbgam HacoueHu koM pasBumue Ha
pasaudHU GopMu Ha mypusbM, 3a koumo uma nogxogawu
ycAoBus B palioHa — kyamypHo-ucmopudecku, cku u Bcuuku
(GOpMU Ha 3UMeH mypu3bM, ceacku no3HaBameneH mypusbMm,
ekomypusoMm, cna U 6aAHeo mypusbM, 20AQMYpU3LM U gp.
OcobeHo NogxogAaWo € CMUMyAUpaHemo Ha GaAHeoAozuAma
u cna-mypusma 8 Codusa, koemo Moke ga ce kombuHupa ¢
Bo3mokHOoCMUMe, koumo cmoAuuama npegaaza 3a busHec u
koHzpeceH mypusbM U ¢ Bb3amoXkHOCMUME 3a 20AGMYpPU3LM
Ha 6a3a Ha uszpageHume uzpuwa B MpaBeu, baxcko u Codua.

C uen ononzomBopABaHe Ha mypucmuyeckume pecypcu nog-
kpena we noAy4am uHuuuamuBu u npoekmu 3a cbxpaHABaHe,
ona3BaHe u nogobpABaHe Ha kauecmBama Ha mypucmuyecku-
me pecypcu, nogodpABaHe Ha gocmbna U Ha npuaekawama
mexHuyecka UHQpacmpykmypa, nonyAapusupaHe Ha npupog-
HOmMO U kyamypHO HacAegemBo U MapkemuHz Ha pe2uoHaAHU
mypucmuyecku npogykmu. LLle ce HacopyaBa GopmupaHemo
Ha peguoHaAHU mypucmudecku kabcmepu u Ha napmHbopcmBa
MeXgy pe2ucHaAHU U MECMHU mypucmuyecku acouuauuu u
0BWUHU.

Pa3Bumue Ha konkypenmocnoco6eH azpapeH cekmop

[03P coxpansaBa yHukaaHu npupogo-kauvamuuHu komnaekcu
3a pasBumue Ha 3emegeauemo. Obaacm KlocmeHgua e CuAHo
pa3Bum oBowapcku padioH. OcobeHocmume Ha noyBama u
kaumama onpegeaam uskatouumenHume BkycoBu kayecmBa

products with high added value, in the sustainable management
of natural resources, through innovation, rehabilitation and mod-
ernization of irrigation infrastructure and others.

Priority ‘Development of the technical infrastructure’

Improvement of the regional and local transport
infrastructure

As of 31 December 2011, the Regional Road Network of the
SWR included 138 km of motorways, 608 km of class | roads,
619 km of class Il roads and 1,940 km of class Il roads, which
together account for 17% of the regional road network in the
country. With the 2011 opening of the ‘Lyulin’ motorway, the
total length of roads in the Regional Road Network in the SWR
increased by 19 km. RRN density in the area is 0.163 km/sq.
km and is lower than the national average of 0.175 km/sg.km.
The network of first-class roads (highways and Class ) does
not cover the territory of the region evenly. The average density
of first class roads in the SWR is 0.037 km/sq. km and is high-
er than the national average (0.030 km/sg. km). Sofia district
is best served, as all Class | roads and highways that provide
communications and access to the capital pass through it. Bla-
goevgrad and Kyustendil districts are not serviced by highways,
which determines the lower level of transport services there.
The density of the roads of regional significance in the area is
0,126 km / sq. km, which, together with that of the South East
Region is the lowest for the country. This regional network is
essential for the mountainous and border areas in the region,
which are generally less well served by roads of a higher class.

The sections of the ‘Trakia’, ‘Hemus’” and ‘Struma’ highways,
together with E-79 road as part of the European transport corri-
dor No. 4, and E-871 road as part of corridor No.8 are of great
importance for the integration of the SWR into the national and
European road network. The section of road E-80 from Kalotina
to Sofia is part of Corridor No.10, and the one from Sofia to
Svilengrad - part of corridor No.4.The district of Sofia (capital)
houses the intersection of three European transport corridors -
No. 4, 8 and 10. The road infrastructure along them is of varying
technical parameters and it is not in good operating condition
everywhere.

Land connection of the SWR with neighbouring countries is
provided through the following border checkpoints: with Ser-
bia - Kalotina, Strezimirovtsi, and Oltomantsi; with Macedonia
- Gueshevo, Stanke Lisichkovo, and Zlatarevo; and with Greece
- Kulata and llinden.

The South West Region has the greatest length of railway net-
work in the country - 885 km, representing 21.7% of the nation-
al railway system. The region is unevenly provided with railway
transport as the developed railway network is located primarily
in the northern half and in the southwest. The density of the
railway network in the region is the highest in comparison with
other regions in the country - 44.3 km/1,000 sq. km (36.9 km
/1,000 sq.km average for Bulgaria). Best served by rail is the
district of Sofia (capital) - 150.6 km/1000 sq. km and this fact
has had a major influence on the processes of spatial concentra-
tion and overall development. The lowest figure is Blagoevgrad -
24.5 km/sq km. The main railway lines serving the SWR are: the
‘Dragoman-Sofia-Plovdiv’ (ETC No. 10 and 4), the sub-Balkan
railway ‘Sofia-Karlovo-Burgas’, the railway lines ‘Sofia-Gorna

Ha naogoBeme, koumo ce omauyaBam ¢ Had-8ucoko cyxo Cb-
gopkaHue u nrogoBu apomamu B8 cpaBHeHue ¢ npou3BegeHume
naogoBe B EBpona. Om oBowHume 2paguHu okono 70% 3ae-
Mam yepewiume, 26% - AbbAku U 0oCmamobkbm 3aemam cAuBu
U BUWHU.

Hati-eonam e bpoam Ha 3emegeacku cmonaHcmBa 8 obaacm
BracoeBepag B8 cpaBHeHue ¢ ocmaHaaume obaacmu 8 cmpa-
Hama. Obaacmma e cneuuaAusupaHa 8 npouzBogcmBomo Ha
miomloH, kapmogu, gomamu, npackoBu, 2posge. Coduiicka
0bAacm e egHa om obAacmMume ¢ Hali-20AAM OMHOCUMEAEH gaA
Ha u3noa3BaHa semegeAcka naow 8 Boazapus, kamo 3emume ca
nogxogAwU 3a omaaexkgare Ha kapmodu.

LLle ce nogkpenam uHuuuamuBu u npoekmu, Haco4eHu kom
HacbpyaBaHe pa3Bumuemo Ha HUOAO2UYHOMO 3eMegeAue, Npo-
u3BogcmBomo Ha npogykmu ¢ Bucoka go6aBeHa cmolHocm
npu ycmot4uBo ynpaBAeHue Ha NpUPOgHUME pecypcu 4pe3 Bob-
BexkgaHe Ha uHoBauuu, Bb3cmanoBaBare U MogepHu3UpaHe Ha
XugpomMeauopamuBHama urGpacmpykmypa u gp.

Mpuopumem ,,PasBumue Ha mexHuyeckama
uH¢ppacmpykmypa“

MogobpABaHe Ha pezuoHanHama U MECMHa MmpaHcnopmHa
undpacmpykmypa

Kom 31.12.2011 2. PMM Ha H03P BkalouBa 138 km aBmomazuc-
mpaau, 608 km nomuwia | kaac, 619 km nomuwia Il kaac u 1940
km momuwia Il knac, koumo 06wo cobcmaBaaBam 17% om no-
muwama om PMM 8 cmpaxama. C omkpuBanemo npe3 2011 2.
Ha aBmomazucmpana ,\loAuH* 0buwiama gbakuHa Ha mbmuwia-
ma om PINM 8 t0z03anagHus padoH ce yBeauyaBa ¢ 19 km. loc-
momama Ha PIM 8 pailoHa e 0,163 km/k8.km u e no-Hucka om
cpegHama 3a cmpaHama — 0,175 kw/k8.km. Mpexkama Ha nb-
muwzama om Bucok kaac (aBmomazucmpaau u nomuua | kaac)
He nokpuBa paBHoMepHo mepumopuAma Ha paioHa. CpegHama
2bCmMoma Ha NopBokAacHUME Nomuwia u aBmomazucmpaaume
8 t0203anageH padloH e 0,037 kw/kB.km u e no-Bucoka om cpeg-
Hama 3a cmpatama (0,030 km/k8.km). Hail-gobpe e obcaykena
Coduticka obaacm, Ml kamo npe3 mepumopuAma { npemu-
HaBam Bcuuku momuwa | kaac u aBmomazucmpaau, koumo
ocuzypaBam komyHukauuume u gocntbna go CMOAUYHUA 2pag.
Tepumopusama Ha obaacmume brazoeBzpag u KlocmeHgua He e
06caykeHa om aBmomazucmpanu, koemo kamo usao onpegeas
Nno-Hucko HUBO Ha mpaHcnopmMHo 06cAykBaHe. lcmomama Ha

Oryahovitsa-Varna ‘ and ‘Sofia-Kyustendil-Gueshevo’(ETC No.
8), and ‘Vidin-Sofia-Kulata’(ETC No. 4).The above-mentioned
railway lines, specified as part of the ETC railroads, carry the
integration of the region with the railway network of the country
and of south-eastern Europe.

The SWR is best served by air in comparison with NUTS 2 lev-
el regions of the country. By access to flights, the region is in
the group of European regions with up to 250 flights a day. A
large part of the regions located on the periphery of the EU have
similar characteristics. Sofia Airport, the largest airport in the
country, is in the SWR. The airport is extremely important to
ensure access to air transport in the North Central and South
Central regions, as well as serving the tourist traffic to the ski
resorts in the South Western part of the country. In 2010 and
2011, the airport recorded a 5% increase in passengers and 4%
growth in cargo and mail annually. In 2011 it served approxi-
mately 3.47 million passengers, an increase of over 50% during
the period 2006-2011. This trend ranks Sofia Airport among the
fastest-growing airports in Europe.

Interventions in the field of transport infrastructure will be fo-
cused on completing the ‘Struma’ highway, the Kalotina-Sofia
motorway construction, reconstruction of the Sofia - Kyustendil
- Gueshevo road, and building the ‘Rila’ fast link. Reconstruction
and rehabilitation of the Il and Il class roads is planned to ensure
continuity of the urban network and connections with the major
transport corridors, including the building and rehabilitation of
the road network in the peripheral southern and western part
of the region and in the catchment of the river Mesta. Priority
criteria will include the provision of improved access to pub-
lic services such as education, health, administrative services,
culture, tourist sites, industrial centres and other major develop-
ment projects in the region.

The modernization of the railway infrastructure of the SWR will
continue, which is of regional, national and transnational im-
portance. Among the priority projects are expected to be the
modernization of the following railway lines: ‘Sofia - Dragoman’,
‘Sofia - Plovdiv’, ‘Vidin - Sofia’ and ‘Sofia - Pernik - Radomir’.
There will also be a complete reconstruction of the Central Rail-
way Station in Sofia and its grounds.

A priority infrastructure project of great importance to the city of
Sofia is the extension of the Sofia underground.

" KoeduumeHt Ha KoedpuumeHt Ha AAn Ha HaceneHueTo ¢
Bpo# Ha
3aeTocT Ha 6e3pabotuua Ha  Bucle obpasoBaHue - % OT
HaceneHueTo—
wn HaceneHuero HaceneHuerto 15- Hace/NIeHMeTo Ha Bb3pacT
OcHoeHu demozpaghcKu Ay! 15-64r. - % 64r.-% wap7r.
nokasamenu/ . -
Core Demographic Indicators Population size Employment Unemployment Pro.portlon of p?ople with
measured in rate for rate for a higher-education degree
number of people population 15-  population 15- 64 as % of the population
peop! 64 years in % years in % aged over 7 years

lOrosanagex paiioH/
SouthWest Region
Bnaroesrpag/ Blagoevgrad
Kioctrengun/ Kyustendil
NepHuk/ Pernik

Codums/ Sofia District
Codums (cronmua) /Sofia City

2132848

247 489

1291591

65.1

27.7

133530

59.6

U3moyHuK: HayuoHaseH cmamucmuyecku uHcmumym, Espocmam /Source: National Statistical Institute, Eurostat




IOTO3AMALEH PAVIOH / SOUTH WEST REGION IOrO3AMALEH PAVIOH / SOUTH WEST REGION

Momuwiama ¢ pe2uoHaAHO 3HaueHue B paioHa e 0,126/k8.km.,
koAamo Hapeg ¢ ma3u Ha 020u3mouyeH pailoH e Had-Hucka om
Bcuuku patioHu. TA uma ocobeHa BaxkHocm 3a NAaHUHCKume U
2paHuYHU mepumopuu B patioHa, koumo kamo usAo ca no-caa-
60 06CcAykeHu om MomHa Mpexka om Bucok kaac.

Hail-20AMO0 3HaueHue 3a uHmezpupaHemo Ha 03P B8 Hauuo-
HanHama u eBponedckama nbmHa mMpexka umvam yyacmbuume
om AM ,Tpakua“, Xemyc* u ,Cmpyma“, nom E-79 kamo yacm
om eBponedickua mpaHcnopmen kopugop N4, nom E-871
kamo yacm om kopugop N98. Yuacmvkbm om nbm E-80 om
Karomuna go Codua e yacm om kopugop N210, a om Codus
go CBunenzpag — yacm om kopugop No4. Ha mepumopusma
Ha obaacm Codua (cmoauua) ce npecudam mpu om eBponed-
ckume mparcnopmHu kopugopu - N2 4, N2 8 u Ne 10. lfomHama
UHGpacmpykmypa no HanpaBAEHUEMO UM € C Pa3AUYHU MeXHU-
yecku napavempu u He HaBcAkoge e 8 gobpo ekcnaoamauuoH-
HO CbCMOAHUE.

CyxonmomHama Bposka Ha 03P cbC CobcegHume cmpaHu ce
0cbuiecmBaBa Ype3 cAegHUME 2paHUYHO-KOHMPOAHU Nponyc-
kameaHu nynkmoBe: cbc Copbua — Kanomuxa, Cmpesumu-
poBuu, Oamomanuy; ¢ MakegoHus — MoeweBo, Cmanke Aucuy-
koBo, 3namapeBo; ¢ Mopuus — Kyaama, VIauHgeH.

t0203anagHusm palioH € ¢ Hal-20AAMa gbAKUHA Ha u3gpageHa-
ma kere30nomHa Mpexa 8 cmpaqama - 885 km, koumo cbe-
maBaaBam 21,7% omn Mpekama Ha cmpaHama. Tepumopus-
ma Ha patioHa e HepaBHOMEPHO 0BCAYKeHa om Xkere30MbmHuUA
mpaxcnopm, kamo us2pageHama »n mpeXka e pasnorokeHa
npegumHo 8 ceBepHama noAoBuHa u B fozo3anagHama yacm.
[ocmomama Ha »n mpexkama Ha patioHa e Hal-Bucoka 8 cpab-
HeHue C ocmaHaaume padioHu B8 cmpadama — 44,3 kw/1000
kB.km (36,9 km/1000 kB.km cpegHo 3a Bbacapus). Hai-godpe
obeaykeHa ¢ xkn mpaHcnopm e obaacm Codus (cmoauua) —
150,6 km/1000 kB.km u mo3u dakm e okasan coluecmBeHo
BAuAHUe Bopxy npougcume Ha mepumopuarHa koHueHmpauus
U usrocmHo pasBumue. G Had-Hucok nokazamen e obaacm baa-
20eB2pag — 24,5 km/kB.kv. OcHoBHUME n AuHuU, 06CAykBawu
mepumopuama Ha t0zo3anagHus palioH ca y4acmbuume om
2naBHume »kn AuHuu Jlpazoman-Codus-MaoBguB (ETK Ne10
u 4), nogbankatckama >n AuHua ,Codua-KapaoBo-bypaac’,
.n. auHuume ,Codua-T.OpaxoBuua-BapHa“ ,,Codua-Klocmen-
gua-ToeweBo” (ETK N28) u ,Bugun-Cogua-Kynama* (ETK No4).
Mocouyexume kamo yacmu Ha ETK »kn AuHuu ocbwecmBaBam
UHMe2pauuAama Ha palioHa ¢ Xkeae30momHama mpeXa Ha cmpa-
Hama u Ha 02ousmoyHa EBpona.

t0203anagHusm patioH e Hall-gobpe 0bcaykeHuam ¢ Bb3gyuieH
mpaxcnopm om patioHume Ha HuBo 2 8 cmpaxama. Mo gocmbn
g0 noAemu palioHbm e 8 2pynama Ha eBponelickume padoHu ¢
6pod Ha noaemume go 250 Ha geH. C makaBa xapakmepucmuka
ca 20AMa Yacm om padoHume, pasnoAokeHu B nepuepHume
yacmu Ha EC. Ha mepumopusama Ha 03P ce Hamupa Hali-20-
AAMOMO Aemuue 8 cmpaHama - Aemuwe Codua. Aemutiemo
uma uskAloUUMEAHO 20A9MO 3HayeHue 3a ocuzypsBaHemo Ha
gocmbna go BbagyweH mpaHcnopm Ha padoHume CeBepe
ueHmpaneH U keH ueHmpaneH, kakmo u 3a 06¢AykBaHemo Ha
mypucmudeckus mpaduk go sumHume kypopmu 8 lozo3anag-
Hama yacm Ha cmpadama. MMpes 2010 2. u 2011 2. Aemuwemo
omyuma no 5% pbem Ha NbmHUUUME U No 4% pbem Ha moBa-
pume U nowa Ha 2oguwHa 6asa. Mpe3 2011 2. ca obeaykeHu
okono 3,47 MAH. momHuuy, koemo npegcmaBaaBa pacmeXk om
Hag 50% B8 pamkume Ha nepuoga 2006-2011 2. Ta3u meHgeH-

An opportunity for the development of the regional transport
infrastructure is the maintenance and development of the
narrow-gauge line between Velingrad and Dobrinishte and its
extension to the town of Gotse Delchev, and the development
of smaller airports of regional significance, such as the airport
near Gotse Delchev and the airport in the village of Kondofrei
(Radomir municipality).

Improvement of water supply and sewerage infrastructure

By the end of 2011, construction of water supply systems in
the SWR approached its maximum value of 99.1%. The popu-
lation on the main water and sewarge network in the district of
Sofia (capital) is 100%.The lowest value is that of Blagoevgrad
- 95.7%. The region has significant water resources, but this is
not enough to ensure continuous water supply. Much of the wa-
ter supply networks are obsolete, and water distribution losses
in 2010 exceeded 55%. The population on limited water regimes
is 0.8%, the largest share is in the Sofia district - 6.2%.

By share of the population serviced by the sewerage system,
by the end of 2011, the region was the first among NUTS 2
level regions, at 88.2%. The highest degree of service is in the
district of Sofia (capital) - 95.6%. For the other 4 districts this
percentage is between 75% and 79%. There are large disparities
between large urban centres and the small towns and villages.
The share of the population serviced by waste water treatment
plants in the SWR at the end of 2011 was 73.7%, well above
the national average of 55.7%. The district of Sofia (capital) is in
the most favourable position again - 95.5%, and the worst - the
districts of Blagoevgrad and Sofia, where the share of the pop-
ulation connected to Hydropower Plants is respectively 26.3%
and 28.2%.

The most significant and pressing problem that will be ad-
dressed is the replacement of old water networks and reducing
the loss of drinking water. Absolute priority will be settlements
with inadequate water supply or quality deviations. Construc-
tion and reconstruction of sewerage networks and waste water
treatment plants is the second priority of the sector, followed by
construction of the required WWTP.

Improving the system for management of solid
household waste

The organization of waste collection and transportation is a
problem which is almost solved in the region. The proportion of
the population serviced by waste collection systems in the SWR
was 99.3% (2011) compared to an average of 98.9% for the
whole country. In 2011 the total amount of waste collected from
the serviced areas in the country was 2,727 thousand tonnes,
28.7% of which was from the SWR (783 thousand tonnes) There
are 6 landfills built and in operation in the region: Gorna Malina,
Petrich, Sandanski, Gotse Delchey, Kostinbrod and Botevgrad. A
significant problem is the lack of capacity of the landfills for the
disposal and storage of waste in Sofia (city). Additional building
and optimization of the waste management systems is planned
for the region. Projects for separate waste collection will be sup-
ported, as well as the construction of facilities for recycling and
elimination of the hazard of household waste, construction of
facilities for the composting of biodegradable waste, landfills for
construction waste and recycling facilities for it, and the staged
closure of old municipal landfills and others.

uus Hapexkga remuwe Codua cpeg Hal-6bp3o pasBuBawume
ce nemuwa 8 EBpona.

lHmepBeHuuume B obracmma Ha mpaHcnopmHama UHQpa-
cmpykmypa we 6bgam HacoueHu kb gouszpakgaHe Ha aBmo-
Mazucmpana ,Cmpyma*“, usepakgaHe Ha aBmomazucmpana Ka-
romuHa-Cocus, pekoHcmpykuus Ha nbm Codus — KlocmeHgua
— lNoeweBo, usepakgaHe Ha ckopocmeH mom ,Puaa’. MaaHupa
ce pekoHcmpykuuama u pexabuAumauusma Ha mbmuwiama om
II-pu u lll-mu kaac, ocuzypsaBawiu cBbp3aHocmma Ha CeAulHa-
ma mMpeXa u Bpbskume ¢ 0CHOBHUME mpaxcnopmHu kopugopu,
BkA. gousepakgaHe U pexabuAumauuA Ha mbmHama mpexa 8
nepugepHama toxHa u 3anagHa yacm Ha patioHa, kakmo u 6v8
Bogocbopa Ha p.Mecma. Kpumepuume 3a npuopumemHocm
we BkalouBam ocuzypABaHemo Ha NogobpeH gocmon go Mec-
mama 3a npegocmaBsHe Ha nybAudHU ycayau kamo 0bpasoBa-
Hue, 3gpaBeonasBaHe, agmuHucmpamuBHU ycayeu, kyamypa,
mypucmuyecku Aokaausauuu, UHgyCmpuUaAHU UgHMpoBe U gpy-
2U BakHu 32 pa3Bumuemo Ha palioHa 0bekmu.

LLle npogbaku MogepHu3auuAma Ha X.n. uHdpacmpykmypama
8 t03P, koAmo uma pe2uOHaAHO, HAUUOHAAHO U HagHAUUOHAA-
HO 3HaueHue. Cpeg npuopumemHume npoekmu ce ovakBa ga
6bgam MogepHu3auua Ha X.n. AuHuume: ,Codua — [pazomaH,,
,Godua — MroBgus,, ,Bugun — Codus, u ,Codusa — MepHuk —
Pagomup,. TMpegBukga ce u usrocmHa pekoHcmpykuua Ha
cepagama Ha Lienmpanna ».n. 2apa — Codua u npegaapoBomo
npocmpaxcmeo.

IMpuopumemen uHdpacmpykmypeH npoekm C 20AAMO 3Haue-
Hue 3a 2pag Codus e paswupeHuemo Ha coduiickomo mempo,
npegBwkgawo uzepakgaHe Ha mpemua Mempoguamenop.

Bb3moxkHocm 32 pa3Bumue Ha pe2uoHaAHama mpaHcnopmHa
uHdpacmpykmypa ca noggopkaHemo u pasBumue Ha MecHo-
AUHedHama AuHuA BeAuHzpag-[obpuHuwie, kakmo u nomeH-

Expansion of the gas-transmission network and use of re-
newable resources. By 2020 the share of renewables in final
energy consumption is to reach 17%

The SWR has potential for development and application of re-
newable energy sources: hydro, wind and solar energy. Suitable
sites for wind farms are mainly mountain ridges. Conditions are
favourable for the development of small hydro power plants in
the mountainous parts of the region. Places where solar en-
ergy can also be used to efficiently produce electricity include
the Struma river valley, near the border with Greece. Electricity
produced by renewable energy sources in the SWR in 2010
amounted to 1,013,633 thousand kWh, representing 17.5%
of the electricity produced from renewable energy sources in
the country. Facilities for the production of renewable energy in
the region at the moment are mostly water: hydro and pumped
storage HPP

The SWR electricity infrastructure is well constructed and in rel-
atively good condition. The routes of the main gas pipelines to
Sofia and Pernik and transit pipelines to Macedonia and Greece
cross the region. Projects for the development and expansion
of the gas-distribution network are being implemented in some
municipalities and residential areas in the region.

Wider introduction and use of renewables in the SWR region
is one of the main objectives related to the sustainable devel-
opment of the region. In order to improve the ecological sta-
tus of the region, planned measures and activities are aimed
at increasing the share of electricity production from renewable
energy sources in the region and the recovery of energy from
solar, water and wind power and geothermal energy. Completion
of the gas-distribution network in the region is planned.

KoedpuumeHT Ha MKoHOMUYECKa aKTMBHOCT B KOrosanapeH paiioH 3a nepuoga 2008-2012r. B %
Economic activity coefficient for the South West Region for the period 2008-2012, %
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uuaaHomo 0 npogonkeHue go 2p. foue [easeB. Pasaaexkgam
ce U Bb3amokHocmu 3a pasBumuemo Ha no-Maaku Aemuuia ¢
PE2UOHAAHO 3HaueHue, kamo Aemuuiemo kpad foue [deaueB u
Aemuwiemo npu c.Kongodped (0bwuHa Pagomup).

Mogo6pAaBane Ha BogocHabgumenHama u kaHaau3auuoHHama
undpacmpykmypa

Kom kpaa Ha 2011 2. uszpageHocmma Ha BogocHabgumenHu-
me mpexku B8 03P HabawkaBa makcumarHama cu BeauyuHa
—99,1%. BogocHabgeHomo HaceaeHue 8 ooaacm Codusa (cmo-
Auua) e 100%. Had-Hucok e genom Ha obcaykeHOMO Hacene-
Hue B obracm baazoeBzpag — 95,7%. PalloHbm pasnoaaza CbC
3Ha4umeAeH BogeH pecypc, Ho moBa He & gocMamuYHO 3a 6e3-
npobAemMHo BogocHabgABaHe. foadma yacm om BogocHabgu-
MeAHUMe MpeXu ca avopmu3upaxu, @ 3a2ybume npu npeHoca
Ha Boga npe3 2010 2. HagBuwaBam 55%. HaceaeHuemo, 3acee-
Hamo om peXkum Ha BogocHabgsABane e 0,8%, kamo Hali-2oAam
e gexom my 8 Coduticka odracm — 6,2%.

Mo gAan Ha 0bcaykBaHomo om kaHaAu3aUUOHHU MpeXku Hacene-
Hue koM kpaa Ha 2011 2., palioHbm e Ha nopBo MACMO Ccpeg
padioHume om HuBo 2 ¢ 88,2%. Hat-Bucoka e cmeneHma Ha
obeaykedocm 8 obaacm Codus (cmoauua) — 95,6%. 3a oc-
maHaaume 4 obaacmu gesbm ce koaebae okoro 75% go 79%.
HabalogaBam ce 20AeMU guchponopuuu MeXgy 20Aemume
2pagcku ueHmpoBe U Maakume HaceaeHu Mecma. [lexbm Ha 06-
CAYKEHOMO Om npeyucmBameAHu CMaHuuU 3a omnagHu Bogu
HaceneHue B HO3P kom kpas Ha 2011 2. e 73,7%, 3Ha4umeAHo
Hag CpegHOMO 3a cmpaHama — 55,7 %. B Hal-6Aa2onpusmHo
noaokeHue omHoBo e obaacm Codus (cmoauua) — 95,5%, a 8
Hall-HebAazonpuAmHo — obaacmume baazoeBzpag u Coduiicka,
kogemo gexbm Ha HaceaeHuemo, cBop3aHo ¢ MNCOB e coom-
BemHo 26,3% u 28,2%.

Hai-mawabeH u HaneXkauw, npobaem, Ha kolimo wie ce mbpcu
peweHue, € nogMaHama Ha amopmusupadu 8ogonpoBogHu
MpeXu U HamaaABaHe Ha 3a2ybume Ha numedHa Boga. Abco-
AlomeH npuopumem wie 6bgam HacereHume Mecma ¢ Hegoc-
mambyHo BogonogaBaHe uAu omkaoHeHUA om kayecmBomao.
3epakgasemo u pekoHcmpykuusma Ha kaHaAu3auuoHHU Mpe-
»ku u NCOB e Bmopusm npuopumem Ha cekmopa, caegBaH om
uszpakgaHemo Ha Heobxogumume MCIMB.

YcuBopwencmBane Ha cucmemama 3a ynpaBaeHue
Ha Tb0

Op2aHu3auuAama no cMemocboupaHemo u cMemou3Bo3BaHe-
MO € NOYMU peweH npobaem B palioHa. [lexbm Ha HaceAeHue-
mo, 06CAY)KEHO OM CUCMEMU 3a Op2aHU3UPaHo CMemocboupa-
He B 03P e 99,3% (2011 2.), npu cpegHo 98,9% 3a cmpaHama.
Mpe3 2011 2. om 06w cvbpaHomo om 06cAykBaHUMeE Ha-
CeAeHU MEcma Ha mepumopuAma Ha cmpaHama koaudecmBo
6umoBu omnagbuu om 2727 xuA. m., 28,7% ca 8 03P (783
XuA.m.) B patioHa ca usgpageHu u 8 ekcnaoamauus 6 peguoHaa-
HU gena — B TopHa Maauna, Mempuy, Cangaucku, foue [eAdes,
KocmuHbpog u bomeBzpag. CouecmBeH npobaem e auncama
Ha kanauumem Ha cMemuuiama 3a genoHUPaHe U CoxpaHaBaHe
Ha omnagbuume 8 Codus (coauua). MpegBukga ce gouszpaxk-
gaHemo U oNMUMU3UpaHemo Ha cucmemume 3a ynpaBaeHue Ha
omnagobuume B padioxa. LLe ce nogkpenam npoekmu 3a pasgea-
HO cbbupaHe Ha omnagouume, uszpakgaHe Ha CoopbXkeHus 3a

Development of information and communication technology
to provide broad access, high quality and wide use

The SWR has the highest information support among NUTS 2
level regions in the country, but compared with the average for
the EU-27 level, the area is still lagging. The share of households
with Internet access in the SWR reached 59% in 2012 (the av-
erage for the country was 51% and for the EU-27 the figure was
73%). There are differences in the degree of development of the
various districts and municipalities in the region. Fast Internet
access is available in the larger urban centres. In small towns
and villages the penetration of IT is lower, as is the quality of
services provided. Since the provision of broadband services
is more economically profitable to develop in densely populated
areas, the periphery of the region remains without information
infrastructure, and the population have little chance to take
advantage of distance learning opportunities, information and
electronic services. To overcome these differences, broadband
connectivity is intended to be provided in the first place for the
needs of government agencies and public institutions such as
town halls, community centres, schools, etc. and free wireless
zones around public buildings and institutions will be imple-
mented. Public computer facilities with wireless zones around
them will be built in settlements in the rural areas and/or internet
access will be provided in community centres etc.

Priority ‘Protection and improvement of the environment’
Reduction of the sources of air pollution

The SWR is defined as a geographic area with significant
amounts of anthropogenic load and degraded air. Due to inten-
sive economic development of the region and the operation of
heavy industry, there is a complex account of environmental
pollution with a number of pollutants. Their harmful influence is
most pronounced in Sofia, Pernik, Pirdop, Zlatitsa, Chelopech,
Elin Pelin and Bobov Dol. In the region there are some of the
most urbanized areas in the country, which generate significant
dust pollution. There is an increase of pollution levels in the mu-
nicipalities which the highly congested roads go through.

In order to reduce the sources of air pollution an improvement
of the condition of the streets and pavements is planned for
the whole region, as well as improving the throughput of the
transport and communication systems of the cities (especially
Sofia) and the restriction of air emissions of harmful substances
from industrial sites. It is expected that with the implementation
of the Integrated plan for urban regeneration and development
that contain environmental projects, there will be an appreciable
improvement in the air quality in the region in the next few years.
The large-scale introduction of electro-mobility and the develop-
ment of electric transport in cities will also be supported.

Improvement of natural disaster risk management, resto-
ration of disturbed areas and prevention of erosion

The condition of surface water in the region is poor. Heavily
polluted areas in the watersheds of the rivers Struma and Iskar
have been reported.

Soils are in good ecological condition in terms of nutrient re-
serves and pollution with heavy metals and metalloids. As
regards heavy metals pollution, the intensity has decreased

onoa3omBopsBate u 06e38pexkgare Ha BumoBu omnagbuy, u3-
2pakgaHe Ha CbopbkeHuA 3a komnocmupaHe Ha 6uopasapagu-
MU 0mnagbuu, u3zpakgaHe Ha gena 3a CmpoUMeAHU omnagouu
U CoopbkeHus 3a peuukaupaHemo um, noemanHo 3akpuBate u
pekyamuBauua Ha cmapu 06UUHCKu gena u gp.

PaswupaBane Ha 2zasonpeHocHama mMpeXa u non3BaHemo Ha
BEI. o 2020 2. gexom Ha BEI B kpailHomo eHep2uiiHO no-
mpebneHue ga gocmuzHe 17%

B 03P uma nomeHuuaa 3a pa3Bumue u npuAazaHe Ha BEW -
BogHa, BAmopHa U CAbHYeBa eHepaus. Mogxogawume Mecma
33 u3zpakgaHe Ha BAMbpHU 2eHepamopu ca 2AaBHO NO NAAHUH-
ckume 6uaa. baazonpusmHu ca ycroBuAma 3a uszpakgaHe Ha
Manku BELL 8 naaHuHckume Yacmu Ha palioHa. Mecmama, koge-
Mo CAbHYeBama eHepaus CobWo MoXe ga ce u3noa3Ba 3a edek-
muBHo npousBogcmBo Ha eaekmpuyecmBo ca No goAuHama Ha
peka Cmpyma, 8 6Au3ocm go 2paHuuama ¢ Mopuus. MpousBe-
geHama enekmpuyecka eHepaus om BEI 8 H0z03anagen patoq
npe3 2010 2. Bb3ausa Ha 1 013 633 xuA. kBmuy, koemo npeg-
cmaBaaBa 17,5% om npou3BegeHama enekmpuyecka eHepaus
om BEW 0bwo 3a cmpaHama. V13epageHume mowHocmu 3a
npou3BogcmBo Ha eHepaus om BEV 8 paliona kom MoMeHmMa
ca npegumHo BogHu — BELI, MBEL u MABELL.

EaekmpoeHepautiHama undpacmpykmypa Ha 03P e ¢ gobpa
uszpageHocm u B cpaBHumenHo gobpo cbcmosHue. Ha mepu-
mopuAma Ha palioHa npeMuHaBam yacmu om mpacemama Ha
MazucmpanHume 2a3onpoBogu koM Codus u MepHuk u mpax-
3umHume 2a3onpoBogu koM MakegoHus u Mopuud. Mpoekmu
no usepakgaHe U paswupaBaHe Ha 2a3opasnpegeAumeaHama
MpeXa ce U3nbAHABam B Hakou om 0BLUUHUME U HaceAeHUme
MeCMa Ha MepuMopuAma Ha pailoHa.

Mo-wupokomo u3noA3BaHe U HaBAu3aHe Ha Bb306HOBAEMUME
u3moyHuuu B 03P e egHa om OCHOBHUME UeAu, CBbp3aHu C
nocmuzaHemo Ha ycmotuuBo pasBumue Ha paloHa. C uea no-
g0bpABaHe Ha ekoA02UYHOMO CbCMOAHUE HA MEPUMOpUAMA Ha
palioHa nAaHupaHume Mepku U gelHocmu ca HacoueHu kb yBe-
AuyaBae geaa Ha npou3BogcmBomo Ha exekmpuyecka eHepaus
0m Bb306HOBAEMU U3MOYHULU B palioHa u onoA3omBopABate
Ha eHepauA om CAbHYeBU, BogHU U BAMbpHU eAekmpougHmpa-
AU, 2e0mepmanHa exHepaus. Maaupa ce gouszpakgaHe Ha 2aso-
pasnpegeaumeaHama Mpexa.

PazBumue Ha uHdOpMaUUOHHO-KOMYHUKAUUOHHUME mex-
HOAO2UU 3a ocuzypABaHe Ha noBcemecmeH gocmun, Bucoko
kayecm@Bo u wupoko non3BaHe

t0203anagHuAm pailoH ce xapakmepusupa ¢ Hal-Bucoka uHgop-
MaUUOHHa OCU2ypeHocm cpeg palioHume om HuBo 2 B8 cmpa-
Hama, HO cpaBHeH CobC cpegHomo 3a EC-27 HuBo paiioHom
Bce owe uzocmaBa. [eaom Ha gomakuHcmBama ¢ gocmbn
go Hmeprem B 03P gocmuza 59% npes 2012 2. (npu cpeg-
HO 3a cmpaHama 51% u cpegHo 3a EC-27 — 73%). Habaloga-
Bam ce pasauyua B cmeneHma Ha pasBumue 3a pasaudHUME
obracmu U 06WwuHU 8 pamkume Ha palioHa. [locmbnbm go
BucokockopocmeH HmepHem € ocuaypeH B no-2onemume
2pagcku ueHmpoBe. B mMankume 2pagoBe u cenama cmeneHma
Ha npoHukBaHe Ha UH(OPMAUUOHHU MEXHOAO2UU € NOo-Hucka,
kakmo u kauecmBomo Ha npegocmaBaHume ycayeu. Toll kamo
npegocmaBaHemo Ha wupokoreHmMoBU ycAy2u om UkoHOMUYe-
cka anegHa mouka e no-peHmabuAHo ga ce pasBuBa 8 2becmo

greatly, primarily due to limited production activity. Pollution or
destruction of the soil is much localized.

59.33% of the territory in the SWR was rated as moderately
to highly susceptible to water erosion and 20.91% of average
erodibility.

Activities aimed at building infrastructure to prevent flooding and
landslides will be encouraged, as well as developing a warning
system for the risks of natural disasters, rehabilitation of areas
damaged by mining etc.

Conservation and maintenance of biodiversity in
protected areas

The protected areas spread over 8.98% of the territory of the
region. Natura 2000 protected sites occupy 39.5% of the terri-
tory, with only the South Central Region having a higher rate. By
decisions of the Council of Ministers, 28 protected sites for the
conservation of wild birds have been adopted, together with 43
protected areas under the Habitats Directive, which are situated
wholly or partly within the territory of the South West Region.

The combination of climatic, geological and hydrological con-
ditions in the SWR determines the unique flora and fauna that
make up its rich biodiversity. The region includes the whole ter-
ritory of two of the three national parks in the country - the ‘Rila’
and ‘Pirin’ National Parks and a small part of the third one - the
‘Central Balkan’ National Park, as well as the territories of three
of the ten nature parks in the country - ‘Vitosha’, ‘Rila Monas-
tery” and ‘Belasitsa’, and also parts of the ‘Vratsa Balkan’. 20
reserves and managed reserves are announced together with
70 natural landmarks.

It is envisaged that a number of activities be implemented aim-
ing at the preservation and sustainable use of the natural habitat
types of the species within the SWR. Environmental education
and upbringing is an important factor.

Sustainable management of forests

Forests occupy 47% of the territory of the SWR, accounting for
more than 30% of the area of coniferous forests in the whole
country. The total area of forestland in the SWR is 879,821xha;
408,478 ha (46.5%) of which are coniferous and 471,343 ha
(53.5%) deciduous. The multifaceted use of forests suggests
many directions for development and future activities: an in-
crease of the forested areas, an improvement of the forest infra-
structure through construction of new roads and improvement
of the existing forest roads as well as building erosion control
facilities, an improvement of the sustainability and health of
the forests including their adaptability to climate changes and
anthropogenic stresses, preservation and restoration of the
components of biological and landscape forest diversity, devel-
opment and utilization of the forests’ tourist potential, develop-
ment of a competitive forestry industry, creation of legal and
organizational conditions for the sustainable use of medicinal
plants, mushrooms and berries etc.

Priority ‘Increasing the competitiveness of human resources
and improvement of the urban environment’

Increasing the competitiveness of human resources. By 2020
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HaceaeHume palioHu, nepudepusama Ha palioHa ocmaBa 0e3 UH-
(hopmauuoHHa uHGpacmpykmypa, a HaceneHuemo — 6e3 WaHc
ga ce Bvb3noA3Ba 0M gucmMaHUUOHHUME Bb3MokHOCMU 3a 06y-
YeHue, UHhopMauus U enekmpOHHU yCAyaU. 3a npeogoaaBaHe Ha
mesu pasauyus ce npegBuxkga ocuzypaBare Ha WupokoAeHmMo-
Ba cBbp3aHocm Ha NopBo MACMO 32 HyXgume Ha gbpkaBHu
BegomcmBa u obwecmBeHu uHcmumyuuu kamo kvemcmea,
Yumanuwa, y4uAuwa u gp., Cb3gaBate Ha c8060gHU 6e3XKUYHU
30HU okono 0bwecmBeHu cepagu U uHcmumyuuu. B HaceaeHu-
me Mecma B8 ceackume palioHu wie ce uszpakgam obuiecmBe-
HU komnlombpHU 3aAu, 6e3KuyHU 30HU OKOAO MAX U/AU We ce
0ocu2ypu UHMEPHeM gocmbn B Yumaauwiama u gp.

Mpuopumem ,,0na3BaHe u nogobpABaHe Ha CbcMOAHUEMO HaA
okoaHama cpega“

PegyuupaHe Ha u3mo4Huyume Ha 3amvpcaBaHe
Ha Bv3gyxa

t03P e onpegeaan kamo 2eozpadicko npocmpaHcmBo Cbe 3Ha-
YuMeAHU CMOTHOCMU Ha aHMPONO2EHHO HamoBapBaHe U ¢
BroweHu kayecmBa Ha ammocdepHua Bb3gyx. Mopagu UHMeEH-
3uBHomo ukoHoMuyecko pasBumue Ha palioHa u ¢yHKUUOHUPa-
Hemo Ha npegnpuamua om mexXkama npoMuLAEHOCM, Ha me-
pumopusma My ce omyuma 3amopcABaHe Ha okoaHama cpega
C peguua 3ambpcumenu. TAXHOMO BpegHO BAUAHUE € Hal-CUAHO
u3spaseHo B8 Codus, MepHuk, Mupgon, 3aamuua, Yeroned, EAuH
Meaun u Bo60B goa. B palioHa ca pasnoAokeHU U egHu om
Hall-ypbaHu3supaHume mepumopuu 8 cmpaHama, 8 koumo ce
2eHepupa 3Ha4umeAHo npaxoBo 3amMbpcABaHe. HabalogaBa ce
3aBuLeHUe Ha OnpegeAeHu CMOOHOCMU Ha 3ambpcaABae B8
06WuHUME, npe3 koumo npemuHaBam CUAHO HamoBapeHume
MpaHCNOpMHU apmepuu.

C uen pegyuupaHe Ha U3moYHULUME Ha 3amopcABaHe Ha Bo3-
gyxa noBcemecmHo B pafioHa ce nAaHupa nogoopaBaHe Ha
CbCMOAHUEMO HA YAUYHUME U MPOMOAapHU HacmuAku U Ha
nponyckameAHama CnNOCOBHOCM Ha MPaHCNOPMHO-KOMYHU-
kauuoHHume cucmemu Ha 2pagoBeme (ocobeHo Ha Codus),
kakmo u oepaHuyaBaHe Ha usnyckaHume B ammocdepHus
Bo3gyx emucuu Ha BpegHu BewecmBa om NpOMULLIAEHUME
0bekmu. QuakBa ce ¢ pearusauus Ha VIMMBP, koumo cogopkam
ekonozuyHu npoekmu, 8 cAegBawume 20guHU 0CE3amMeAHo ga
ce nogobpu kayecmBomo Ha ammocdepHuA Bb3gyx 8 palioHa.
IMogkpena we noAy4u u MacoBomo HaBAu3aHe Ha enekmpomo-
6uaHocmma, kakmo u pasBumuemo Ha eaekmpompaHcnopma
B8 2onemMume 2pagoBe.

Mogo6paABane Ha ynpaBreHuemo Ha pucka om npupogHu 6eg-
cmBus, Bv3cmaHoBABaHe Ha HapyWeHU MepeHu u npegnas-
Baxe om epo3us

CbcmosAHuemo Ha noBopxHOCMHUME Bogu B patioHa e He3ago-
BoAumeAHo. YecmaHoBeHU ca CUAHO 3aMbPCEHU PeYHU
yyacmouu no Bogocbopume Ha pekume Cmpyma u Ackop.

MouBume ca B gobpo ekorozuyHo cbemosHue, kakmo no om-
HOWEHUE Ha 3anaceHocm C Buo2eHHU eremenmu, maka u no
OMHOWeHuUe 3amopcsABaqe ¢ mexku memaau u Memaaougu. Mo
OMHOLLIEHUE 3ambpcaBaHemo ¢ mexkku Memanu ce koHcmamu-
pa, 4e UHMEH3UBHOCMMA e HaMaAAAA CUAHO B pe3yamam npegu
Bcuuko Ha 02paHuyeHama npousBogcmBeHa gediHocm. 3avop-
cABaHemo UAU YHUW0kaBaHemo Ha noyBeHama nokpuBka uma

the proportion of graduates in the area is to reach 50% in the
30-34 age group, the unemployment rate is to be reduced to
5%, employment is to increase to 80% and the share of early
school leavers is to be reduced to 3.5%

In comparison to the other NUTS 2 level areas in the country, the
general demographic development indicators of SWR are more
favourable. The major contributor to the leading position of the
region is the capital, Sofia, which attracts many young people
with its competitive labour market and favorable conditions for
life, with the result that 17.7% of the total population of the coun-
try live in Sofia.

The SWR is the largest of the six regions in Bulgaria by popula-
tion - 2,132,848 people as of 01 February 2011, which is 29%
of the population of the country. During the period 2001-2011
the population of the SWR was the only one that showed an
increase, of 1.7%, but this was due to the population influx to
the capital, while other areas have negative population growth.
In terms of population at district level there is a clear imbalance
in the SWR. The population of the district of Sofia (city) at the
beginning of 2011 was 1,291,591 people, which represents
61% of the population of the region. The population of the other
four districts of the SWR is 841,257, which constitutes 39%
of the population of the region. The average population density
as of 01 February 2011 in the SWR was 105 people/sq. km
which is significantly higher than the national average of 66.3
people/sq. km.

The population growth in the SWR follows the country’s general
negative trends and continues to be negative (-7,123 people or
-3,3%o0 to -37,412 people or -5,1%o for Bulgaria in 2011), but
at least the region has the lowest value from all NUTS 2 lev-
el regions in the country. There is also an ongoing process of
population aging. The proportion of the population aged 65 and
over in the SWR is 19.3%, which is above the national average
of 18.5%. The proportion of the population aged under 15 is
12.5%, which is lower than the national average of 13.2%. It is
an alarming fact that 10 of the 52 municipalities in the region
have lost more than 20% of their population over the last 10
years.

The SWR system of educational institutions is the best devel-
oped in the country. At the end of 2011 there were a total of
670 educational institutions in the region. The network includ-
ed 512 comprehensive schools, 99 vocational schools and 24
universities and specialized high schools. In the academic year
2012/2013, the SWR claimed 21.5% of all kindergartens in the
country (445), covering 68,649 children. A serious problem
in the capital is the shortage of childcare places. All the SWR
municipalities provide primary education. There are vocational
schools for level Il and IIl professional qualifications in all parts
of the region, while art schools are only found in the district of
Sofia (city). 27.6% of those who completed primary school in
the country in 2012 and 28.8% of those with secondary school
education are in the SWR. On the basis of universities per 1
million inhabitants, as of 31 December 2011, the region retained
its first place in the country, with a value of 11.3 (for the coun-
try - 6.0).

In practice, the national commitments in the National Reform
Programme of the Republic of Bulgaria (2013-2015) in relation
to the implementation of the EU ‘Europe 2020’ strategy, for the

nokaner (moukoB) xapakmep.

59,33% om mepumopusama 8 t03P e oueHeHa kamo cpegHo go
CUAHO nogamAuBa Ha BogHa eposus, a 20,91% e cbe cpegHa no-
gamauBocm Ha eposupate.

LLle ce cmumyaupam gedHOCMU, HAcouYeHU KoM uszpakgaHe
Ha uHdpacmpykmypa 3a npegomBpamaABaHe Ha HaBOgHEHUA U
cBAavuwia, uszpakgaHe Ha cucmemu 3a paHHO npegynpexge-
HUE 3a ONacHocmu om nNpupogHU 6egecmBus, pekyamuBauus Ha
HapyweHUme om MUHHOgobuBHa geliHoCmM mepeHU U gp.

Ona3Bane u noggbpkaHe Ha 6uopazHoo6pa3uemo Ha
3alUmeHume mepumopuu

[lexom Ha 3awumeHume mepumopuu e 8,98% om mepumo-
puAma Ha patioHa. 3awumeHume 30HU no HATYPA 2000 3ae-
mam 39,5% om mepumopuama, kamo eguicmBeHo HOLP e ¢
no-Bucok npougHm. C pewenua Ha MuHucmepcku cbBem ca
npuemu 28 3awumeHu 30HU no dupekmuBama 3a ona3BaHe
Ha guBume nmuuu u 43 3awumeHu 30Hu no JupekmuBama 3a
MeCcmoodumMaHuAMa, koumo U3UAAO UAU YacmuyHo nonagam 8
mepumopusama Ha 02o3anagHus patioH.

Komnaekcom om kaumamuuHu, 2e0A0kku U XugpoaoXkku ycao-
Bua B 03P onpegeadm yHukaaHama My daopa u ayHa, dop-
Mupawu 602amo BUOAO2UYHO pa3Hoobpasue. B 2paHuuume
Ha palioHa ce BkalouBam u3uaro mepumopuume Ha gBa om
HauuoHaHume napka 8 cmpasama — HIM ,Puaa, u HM ,MupuH,
U He3HayumeAHa yacm om mpemus — Hi ,Lienmpanex banka,,
kakmo u mepumopuume Ha mpu 0m 060 gecemme NpUpogHU
napka 8 cmpasama - MM ,Bumowa®, MM ,Puacku maHacmup” u
MM ,beaacuua, u yacmu om MM ,BpavaHcku baaka*. 06ABeHU
ca 20 pesepBama u noggopkaHu pesepBama u 70 npupogHU
3abenekumeaHocmu.

MpegBwkga ce npuAazaHemo Ha peguua gelHOCMU, HACOYeHU
kom 3anasBate u ycmod4uBo noa3BaHe Ha munoBeme npupog-
HU MecmoobumaHua Ha buoAoeuyHUMe BugoBe Ha mepumo-
pusma Ha t03P. BakeH dakmop e ekorozuuHomo obpasoBaHue
U Bb3numatue.

YcmoiyuBo ynpaBaeHue u cmonavucBaHe Ha 20pume

Topume 8 HO3P 3aemam 47% om mepumopuAma Ha paloHa,
kamo myk nonagam Hag 30% 0m NAOWUME Ha USAOAUCMHUME
20pu 8 cmpasama. 0bwiama naow, Ha 2opckume mepumopuu
B I03P e 879 821 xa, om koumo 408 478 xa (46,5%) ca uano-
AUCTHU 20pu U 471 343 xa (53,5%) ca WupokoAUCMHU 20pU.
MHrozoacnekmHomo noa3BaHe Ha 20pume npegnoAaza U MHO20
Hacoku 3a pasBumue u Gbgewu gelicmBus: yBeauuaBaHe Ha

reduction of early school leavers to 11% by 2020, has already
been achieved in the SWR. In 2011 the share of early education
and training leavers (18-24 years of age) in the SWR amounted
to 3.6%, with an average of 12.8% for the country. There is a
similar trend in the proportional indicator of the population aged
30-34 with higher education. With a national commitment to
36% in 2020, by 2011 the SWR proportion was already 41%
(compared to the national average of 28%). Typical for the re-
gion is the high concentration of universities in the capital, with
the rest located in Blagoevgrad, Botevgrad and Pernik.

The healthcare system in the SWR is relatively the most well
developed in the country and, as a whole, it covers the needs of
the population in the region. In the region, at the end of 2012,
there were 96 hospitals with a total capacity of 13,789 beds.
Outpatient care consists of 523 centres such as diagnostic
consultative centres, dental centres, medical diagnostic and
technical laboratories (126 beds), and health services are also
available in 42 other medical centres and hospitals (834 beds).
Much of the health care network is concentrated in Sofia (city)
and Casualty needs to be decentralized and moved closer to the
major residential areas and the capital.

In the SWR districts social services are provided by 457 cer-
tified suppliers - individuals and legal entities registered under
the Commercial Law. Their regional distribution is generally
uneven. The majority of them (369) operate in Sofia. Access
to social services in the peripheral municipalities and villages
is very limited.

In 2010 the SWR was first among the NUTS 2 level regions in
terms of total income per person from a household with a value
of 4,173 BGN. The trend of increasing the importance of sala-
ries as a main source of income continues. Over 50% of total
household income is made up of salaries. The average annual
salary is the highest compared to the other NUTS 2 level regions
in the country — 9,572 BGN.

As of 31 December 2012, the employment rate of the SWR
population aged 20-64 was 69.2%, which was higher than the
national average of 63% and the EU-27 - 68.5%.For the period
2008-2012 the rate dropped by 8.3 percentage points. Despite
the decline for the entire period the SWR ranks first among
NUTS 2 level regions in the country. In the different districts the
employment rate (for pop. aged 15-64) ranged from 66.9% for
the district of Sofia (capital) to 57.9% in the Kyustendil district.
The national target for the employment rate of the population
aged 20-64, set out in the "Europe 2020’ strategy in the National
Reform Programme (2013-2015), in 2009 reached (76.4%) in
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32MeCEHUME NAOWL; nogobpaBaHe Ha 2opckocmonackama
uHdpacmpykmypa upe3 uszpakgaHe Ha HOBU u nogobpsaBaHe
Ha CbluecmByBawiu 20pcku Mbmuwa U CbopbkeHuA 3a bopba
C epo3uAama; nogoopABaHe Ha ycmoluuBocmma u 3gpaBocaoB-
HOMO CbCMOAHUE Ha 20pume, BkA. aganmuBHocmma um kom
kAuMamuyHuUmMe NpoMeHU U aHmponoz2eHHUMe HamoBapBaHus;
onasBaHe U Bo3cmanoBABaHe Ha KomnoHeHMUMe Ha buoAo2UY-
HOMO U AaHgwadmHO pa3Hoobpasue B 2opume; pa3Bumue u
u3noA3BaHe Ha mypucmuyeckus nomeHuUUaA Ha 2opume; pasBu-
mue Ha konkypeHmocnocobHa 2opcka uHgycmpus; Cb3gaBaHe
Ha HOpMamuBHU U Op2aHu3auuoHHU YCAOBUA 3a yemoGd4uBo us-
noA3BaHe Ha AeuebHU pacmeHus, 2bbu U 2opcku naogoBe u gp.

Mpuopumem ,MoBuwaBane koHkypeHmocnocobHocmma Ha
yoBewkume pecypcu u nogodpABaHe kayecmBama Ha ypoa-
HusupaHama cpega“

MoBuwaBaxe konkypenmocnoco6Hocmma Ha uoBewkume
pecypcu. [o 2020 2. genom Ha Bucwucmume B pailoHa ga
gocmuzte 50% B8 2pynama 30-34 2., 6eapabomuuama ga ce
Hamanu go 5%, 3aemocmma ga ce yBeauuu go 80%, a genbm
Ha npeXgeBpenMeHHO HanyCHaAume y4uAuWEe ga ce pegyuupa
g0 3,5%

B cpaBHumeneH naaH ¢ ocmaHaAume padoHu om HuBo 2 8
cmpaHama, nokasameaume 3a 06wo gemozpadeko pasBumue
Ha 03P ca no-6aazonpuAmHu. OcHOBeH npuHoc 3a Bogewomo
MACMO Ha palioHa uMa cmoAuuama, kosmo npuBauya MHO20
MAagu xopa ¢ koHKypeHmHuA cu nasap Ha mpyga u 6aazonpu-
AMHU ycAoBuA 3a XkusHeHa kapuepa, nopagu koemo 8 Codus
»kuBee 17,7% om 06LLOMO HaceAeHUe Ha cmpaHama.

03P e Hali-eoneMusm om wecmme padoHa 8 Bvazapua no
6pol HaceneHue - 2 132 848 gywu kom 01.02.2011 2. - 29%
0m HaceAeHuemo Ha cmpadama. lpes nepuoga 2001-2011 2.
HaceneHuemo eguHcmBeHo Ha t0z03anageH palioH ombeAdsBa
HapacmBaHe - ¢ 1,7%, Ho moBa e 6bAa2ogapeHue Ha cmoauuama
(8 pesyamam Ha mexaHuuHomo gBukeHue koM Hes), gokamo
OcmaxaAume 0bAacmu ca ¢ ompuuameneH ecmecmBeH U Me-
XaHudyeH npupacm. B pasnpegereHUEMO HA HaceAeHUemo Ha
06AacmHO HUBo B 03P coluecmByBa ACHO U3paseH gUCHanaHC.
HaceneHuemo Ha obaacm Codus (cmoauua) koM Hayanomo Ha
2011 2. e 1 291 591 g., koemo npegcmaBaaBa 61% om Hace-
AEHUEMO Ha palioHa. B ocmanaaume yemupu obaacmu, 83emu
3aegHo, XuBeam 841 257 gywu uAu 39% Om HaceAeHUemMO Ha
patioHa. CpegHama ebcmoma Ha HaceaeHuemo kom 01.02.2011
2. 8 103P e 105 g./k8.km., koemo e 3HauumeaHo no-Bucoko om
CPpegHOMO 3a cmpaHama — 66,3 g/kB.km.

EcmecmBeHuAm npupacm Ha HaceaeHuemo caegBa obuuume
33 CcmpaHama mpadiHu He2amuBHU MeHgeHuUUU U npogbaka-
Ba ga e ompuuameneH (-7 123 gywu uau -3,3%o cnpamo -37
412 gywu uau -5,1%o 3a boazapua 3a 2011 2.), Ho Bce nak ¢
Had-Hucka cmotHocm om Bcuuku patioHu om HUBo 2. Haauue
€ U npogbakaBaul npouec Ha 3acmapsBaHe Ha HaceAeHuemo.
OmHOCUMEAHUAM QAA Ha HaceAeHUemo Ha 65 u noBeye 20guHu
B8 03P e 19,3%, koemo e Hag cpegHomo 3a cmpaHama — 18,5%.
[lenom Ha HaceneHuemo Ha Bb3pacm nog 15 2. € 12,5% u e
NO-HUCbK 0m cpegHusA 3a cmpaHama — 13,2%. TpeBoxkeH dakm
e, 4e 10 om 060 52 06WUHU B palioHa ca 3a2ybuAu no Hag 20%
0m HaceAeHUemo cu 3a nocaegHume 10 20guHu.

the SWR, but the typical general negative trend for the country
keeps the region away from the target. The unemployment rate
of the population aged 15-64 in the SWR in 2012 was 8.3%
which was lower than the national average of 12.3% and the EU-
27 - 10.5%.The highest rate is in the Kyustendil district - 14.4%,
the lowest - in the district of Sofia (capital) - 7.3% and in the
district of Sofia - 6.5%.

In order to increase the competitiveness of the human resourc-
es in the region, targeted actions in several directions will be
undertaken:

- Improvement of the quality of education and training, as well as
the compliance with the labour market through: modernization
of the education system, and the strengthening of links between
educational institutions and the research and business sectors.
- Improvement in the access to employment and job quality
through: facilitating mediation and mobility support for job seek-
ers, prioritizing youth employment, access to lifelong learning,
support for the adaptability of workers and enterprises to global-
ization, and support for the self-employed.

- Reduction of poverty and promotion of social inclusion
through: increasing access to education, health and social ser-
vices, integration of marginalized groups, and support for social
enterprises.

- Modernization of institutions (connected with the labour mar-
ket, social inclusion and health), and enhancement of their
capacity through: new forms of services (‘one-stop’ electronic
service), training of employees, improving professional capacity
and motivation, improving the coordination between institutions,
and building unified information systems etc.

Integrated urban regeneration and development

The SWR consists of 952 settlements, with 48 cities/towns and
904 villages. It includes the largest city in the country - Sofia
(1,291,591 people).Some larger cities include Pernik (97,181),
Blagoevgrad (77,441), Kyustendil (60,681), Petrich (54,006),
Dupnitsa (44,988) and Sandanski (40,470). Medium-sized cit-
ies are Samokov (38,089), Botevgrad (33,175), Gotse Delchev
(31,236), Elin Pelin (22,841), Svoge (22,363), Radomir
(20,896) and Razlog (20,598).

By 2011 the rate of urbanization in the SWR was 83.1% and was
the highest in the country.

In line with the National Spatial Development Concept of the Re-
public of Bulgaria (2013-2025) the cities within the region are
classified as follows:

-Inlevel 1 - the capital - Sofia - a centre of European importance
for the national territory - 1.

- In level 3 - Medium and medium-sized cities - centres of re-
gional importance - Pernik, Kyustendil, Blagoevgrad, Dupnitsa,
Petrich - 5.

- Inlevel 4 - Small towns with micro-regional importance within
the group of municipalities - Svoge, Samokov, Ihtiman, Koste-
nets, Elin Pelin, Pirdop, Zlatitsa, Etropole, Kostinbrod, Botevgrad,
Slivnitsa, Breznik, Radomir, Bansko, Razlog, Sandanski, Gotse
Delchev and Tran.

- In level 5 - Many small towns and villages - centres of local
importance to the territory of the relevant municipalities.

For the capital, as a centre of European importance, further

Cucmemama om 06pa3oBamenHu uHcmumyuuu 8 Kzo3anag-
HuA palioH e Hali-gobpe pa3Buma cnpAMO 0cMaHaaume palioHu
8 cmpaHama. KoM kpas Ha 2011 2. Ha mepumopusama Ha patio-
Ha ca pa3nonokeHu 06wo 670 obpasoBameAHu UHCMUMYyUUU,
kamo mpekama 06xBaua 512 06W006pa3oBamenHu yuuAuLA,
99 npodeCcuoHaAHU 2UMHa3UU U 24 yHUBepcUMema U cneuuaau-
3upaHu Bucwu yyuauwga. Mpes yuedHama 2012/2013 2. 8 03P
ce Hamupam 21,5% om Bcuuku gemcku 2paguHu 8 cmpasama
(445 6p.), kamo ca 0bxBaxamu 68 649 geua. CouiecmBeH npo-
©Aem B cmoAuuama e Hegocmugbm Ha Mecma 8 gemckume
3aBegeHus. BuB Bcuuku obwuHu Ha HO3P uma BbamoxXkHocm 3a
3aBvpwBaHe Ha 0CHOBHO 06pa3oBaHue. MPOdEeCcUOHaAHU Yuu-
Auw I u 1l cmenex Ha npodecuoHaHa kBaaupukauua umva BuB
Bcuuku 0bracmu Ha patioHa, gokamo yyuAuwa no uskycmBama
uma camo 8 obracm Codua (cmonauua). 27,6% om Auuama,
3aBbpliuAu 0CHOBHO 0bpasoBaHue npe3 2012 2. u 28,8% om
me3u, 3aBbpwuAu CpegHo 06pa3oBaHue B cmpaHama, ca 8
t03P. Mo nokazameaa 6pol yHuBepcumemu Ha 1 MAH. Xkumeau
kom 31.12.2011 2. patioHom 3ana3Ba nopBomo cu mAcmo 8
cmpasama cvc cmodHocm 11,3 (3a cmpanama — 6,0).

Ha npakmuka, noemuam HauuoHaAreH aH2akumveHm B8 Ha-
UUOHaAHama npozpama 3a pedopmu Ha Penybauka Boacapus
(2013-2015 2.), BvB Bpo3ka ¢ usnbAHEHUEMO Ha Cmpameaus
,EBpona 2020 Ha EC 3a pegyuupaxe Ha npexkgeBpemeHHo Ha-
nycHaaume obpasoBameaHama cucmema go 11% kom 2020
2., 8 03P Beye e nocmuzHam. OMHOCUMEAHUAM QAA Ha paHo
HanycHaAume 06pasoBanue u 0dyyeHue (18-24 HaBbpuieHu 20-
guHu) 8 H0203anageH patioH npe3 2011 2. Bb3ausa Ha 3,6%, npu
CcpegHo 3a cmpaHama 12,8%. MogobHa e meHgeHuuAma B gu-
Hamukama Ha nokasameAs OMHOCUMEAEH gsA Ha HaceAeHUemo
Ha Bb3pacm 30-34 2. ¢ Bucwe 06pa30BaHue — NPU HAULOHAAEH
aHeakumeHm 36% kom 2020 2., owe npe3 2011 2. 8 03P mo3u
gsn € 41% (npu cpegHo 3a cmpadama 28%). XapakmepHa 3a pa-
(ioHa e Bucokama koHueHmpauus Ha Bucwu yquAuwa 8 CmoAu-
uama, a 0cmaHaaume ce Hamupam B8 2pagoBeme baazoeBzpag,
BomeBzpag u MepHuk.

Cucmemama Ha 3gpaBeona3BaHemo B HO3P e cpaBHumeaHo
Hall-gobpe pa3Buma B8 cmpasama u kamo uao nokpuBa HyXkgu-
me om 3gpaBHa nomouw, Ha palioHa. Kom kpas Ha 2012 2. Ha me-
pumopuAma Ha pafioHa ce Hamupam 96 6oAHUYHU 3aBegeHus
¢ kanauumem o6wo 13789 Aeana. 113BbHOE0AHUYHAMA NOMOLL,
pasnoaaza ¢ 523 3aBegeHun — guagHoCMUYHO-KOHCYAmamuBHU
UeHmpoBe, CMOMamOoAO2UYHU UeHmpoBe, Meguko-guagHoc-
MUYHU U mexHuyecku aabopamopuu (Coc 126 Ae2na), kamo
3gpaBHu ycayau ce npegaazam u 8 42 gpyeu 3gpaBHu U Ae4ebHU
3aBegeHus (c 834 Aezna). loaava yacm om 3gpaBHama mpexXa
ce koHueHmpupa 8 obracm Codusa (cmoauua), kamo e Heob-
X0guMO CnewHama nomouL ga ce geugHmpaausupa, kamo ce
gobAWwKU go 2oneMume kBapmaau u cmoAuuama.

B obaacmume Ha 03P couuarHu ycayeu ce npegocmaBam om
457 gocmaByuuu ¢ geticmBawiu ygocmoBepeHua 3a COUUaAHU
yeAyeu — du3suyecku Auua, peaucmpupadu no TopeoBekus 3a-
koH u topuguyecku auua. TaxHOmMO pasnpegeneHue Ha 0bAacmeH
npuHuun e HepaBHomepHo. MpeobaagaBawama yacm om msax
ocbuwlecmBaBam gedHocm Ha mepumopuama Ha obaacm Co-
(uA (cmoauua) — 369 6p. [locmbnbm go couuanHu ycayeu 8
nepuepHUME 0OLLUHU U CEAULLA & CUAHO 02PaHUYeH.

Mpe3 2010 2. HO3P e Ha mbpBo MACMO cpeg palioHUme 0m HUBo
2 no 06, goxog Ha Auuge om gomakuHcmBomo CbC cmodHoCM

stimulation of quality intensive development and limitation of ex-
tensive development are envisaged. It has the potential to move
to a higher category of the Metropolitan European Growth Area
(MEGA). There is not a city in the second hierarchical level in the
SWR. Cities of the third hierarchical level are fairly evenly spread
over the region. They have the function to complement and bal-
ance the big cities (in this case - Sofia) to reduce the effect of
mono-centric development in the districts and regions. Blago-
evgrad is a main point of support in the valley of the Struma
river. It has the potential to develop into an upper second level
city. Level 4 cities/towns play a crucial role for the peripheral
rural areas, by providing jobs and basic public services to more
than one municipality. Sandanski and Gotse Delchev have the
potential to develop to level 3.

The most urbanized area in the SWR and nationwide is Sofia - a
stark contrast to the general background. Blagoevgrad belongs
to the group of highly urbanized areas as well. In these cities,
plans include modernization of the basic infrastructure, building
the information society infrastructure, development of technol-
ogy and innovation transfer, applied scientific research and de-
velopment, higher education, sectors which generate growth in
line with environmental protection and cultural heritage, develop-
ment of cultural institutions, improvement of urban development
and the quality of the urban environment.

Peripheral, less urbanized areas in the SWR include the level
3 towns of Pernik, Kyustendil, and Dupnitsa together with the
level 4 ones: Sandanski and Gotse Delchev. These towns adopt
the role of engines for regional development and should have a
positive influence on the surrounding backward rural territory.
Building a modern economic base, encouraging entrepreneur-
ship, modernizing the infrastructure, creating sustainable jobs
and using specific local potential are some of the priorities in
the plans for them.

The border municipalities in the SWR are Godech, Dragoman,
Tran, Treklyano, Kyustendil, Nevestino, Blagoevgrad, Simitli,
Kresna, Strumyani, Sandanski, Hadzhidimovo and Satovcha.
They are serviced by one-way infrastructure when there is not
a border checkpoint there and their poor transport accessi-
bility limits the course of the normal development processes.
The main goal will be building an infrastructure that provides a
good standard of living and increasing socio-economic activity
in order to overcome the depopulation tendencies. Most of the
border municipalities in the western and southern borders of the
SWR can be categorized as mountainous.

The main axes of urban development in SWR are the following
transport directions:

- Dragoman - Sofia - Plovdiv, Sofia - Pleven - Ruse and its de-
viation Sofia - Lovech - Veliko Tarnovo - Shumen - Varna.Their
collection in the capital is natural and reasonable. Apart from
its benefits associated with the concentration of different types
of transport, it also hides some flaws and brings the need for
finding both shortcuts and alternative routes.

- Sofia - Blagoevgrad - Kulata. The activation of this axis will
improve the links of the capital with the northern and southern
‘towns - centres’, and can seriously support the intention of
stimulating the towns of Vidin and Blagoevgrad situated in both
peripheral areas of western Bulgaria.

The secondary development axes are in the following directions:
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om 4 173 A8. MpogonkaBa meHgeHuusmMa 3a yBeauyaBaHe Ha
3HayeHuUemo Ha pabomHama 3anAama kamo OCHOBeH u3moy-
Huk Ha goxog — Hag 50% om 06wuA goxog Ha gomakuHcmBama
ce (opmupa om pabomHama 3anaama. CpegHama pabomua
3anAama e Had-Bucoka 8 cpaBHeHue ¢ ocmaHaAume padoHu om
HUBO 2 - 9 572 AB. 20gULLHO.

Kom 31.12.2012 2. koeduuueHmom Ha 3aemocm Ha HaceAeHue-
mo B 03P Ha Bb3pacm 20-64 2. & 69,2% - no-Bucok om cpeg-
HusA 32 cmpaHama - 63% u 3a EC-27 — 68,5%. 3a nepuoga 2008-
2012 2. koepuuuermom cnaga ¢ 8,3 nyHkma. Bonpeku cnaga,
3a ueaus nepuog 03P ce HapeXkga Ha nbpBo MACMO Cpeg pa-
{loHume om HUBo 2 B cmpaHama. B omgeaHume obAacmu koe-
(huuueHMoLM Ha 3aemocm (Ha HaceAeHUemo Ha Bo3pacm 15-64
2.) Bapupa om 66,9% 3a obracm Codus (cmoauua) go 57,9%
32 obracm KlocmeHgua. 3anokeHama 8 Cmpameaus ,EBpona
2020 u 8 HauuoHanHama npozpama 3a pedopmu (2013-2015
2.) HAUUOHaAHA UeA No omHoweHUe KoeuuueHma Ha 3aemocm
Ccpeg HaceaeHUemo Ha Bospacm 20-64 2., npe3 2009 2. 8 03P
e gocmueHama (76,4%), HO OmpuuameAHama MmeHgeHuus,
xapakmepHa U 3a cmpasama kamo ufAo, omganeyaBa paiioHa
om ueama. PaBHuwemo Ha 6e3pabomuua Ha HaceaeHuemo
Ha Bb3pacm 15-64 2. B8 103P npe3 2012 2. e 8,3% - no-Hucko
0m CcpegHomo 3a cmpaHama - 12,3% u 3a EC-27 — 10,5%.
Hati-Bucok e koepuuueHmom 8 obaacm Klocmengua — 14,4%, a
Hal-Hucok — 8 odaacm Codua (cmoauua) — 7,3% u 8 Coduiicka
obaacm — 6,5%.

C uen noBuwaBaHe koHkypeHmocnocobHocmma Ha 4oBew-
kume pecypcu B8 paliona We Ce npegnpueMam UeAeHaCO4eHu
gedcmBus B HakoAko HanpaBAeHus:

-nogobpnABaHe Ha kayecmBomo Ha 06pa3oBaHuemo u obyue-
Huemo, kakmo u Ha cbomBemcmBuemo ¢ nompe6HoCMUME Ha
nasapa Ha mpyga 4pes: MogepHuU3upaHe Ha 0bpasoBameaHama
cucmema, ykpenBaHe Ha Bpbakume mexkgy 0bpazoBameaHume
UHCMUMYUuU, u3cregoBameackun cekmop u busHeca;
-nogobpsaBaHe gocmbna go 3aemocm u kayecmBomo Ha pa-
60MHUME Mecma Ypes: YAeCHEHo nocpegHu4ecmBo u nogkpe-
neHa MOBUAHOCM 32 Mbpcewume paboma, Npuopumu3upaqe
Ha 33emocmma Cpeg MAagume xopa, gocmon go Y4eHe npes
ueaus »kuBom, nogkpena 3a aganmupaHe Ha pabomHuuume
u npegnpuamuama kom 2nobarusauuama, nogkpena 3a ca-
MOCMOAMeAHa 3aemocm;

-HamanABaHe Ha begHocmmMa U HacbpyaBaHe Ha COUUaAHOMO
BkalouBaHe upe3: noBuwaBaHe Ha gocmona go 0bpasoBamen-
HU, 3gpaBHu U COUUAAHU YCAy2U, UHMEZPAUUA Ha MapeuHaAu3u-
paHu 2pynu, HacbpyaBaHe Ha COUUAAHUME NPegNPUAMUS;
-MOgepHU3aUUsA Ha UHCMumyuuume (B nasapa Ha mpyga, co-
uuaaHomo BkalouBaHe u 3gpaBeonas3BaHemo) u noBuwaBaHe
Ha kanauumema um ype3: HoBu GopMu Ha 0bcaykBate (,egHo
2uwe’, enekmporHo 06caykBaHe), 0by4eHus Ha cayKumeaume,
noBuwaBaHe Ha NpoecuoHaAHUA kanauumem u MomuBauus-
ma um, nogobpsABaHe Ha koopguHauuama MexXgy UHCmuUMyuuu-
me, U3zpakgaHe Ha egUHHU UH(OPMAUUOHHU CUCMEMU U gp.

llimezpupano 06HoBABaHe u pa3Bumue Ha 2pagoBeme

03P uma 952 HaceaeHu mMecma, om koumo 48 ca 2pagoBe u
904 cena. Tyk ce Hamupa Had-20Aemusam 2pag B cmpaHama —
cmoauuama Codus (1291 591 g.) Mo-2oremu 2pagoBe ca Mep-
Huk (97 181 g.), brazoeBepag (77 441 g.), KlocmeHgua (60 681
g.), Mempuy (54 006 g.), AynHuua (44 988 g.), Cangancku (40
470 g.) CpegHu 2pagoBe ca CamokoB (38 089 g.), bomeBzpag

Simitli - Razlog - Bansko - Gotse Delchev - llinden (a border
checkpoint with Greece), Pernik - Radomir - Kyustendil - Gue-
shevo (a border checkpoint with Macedonia), Kyustendil - Dup-
nitsa - Samokov - Ihtiman.

The integrated urban regeneration and development in the SWR
will involve activities related to the rehabilitation of old industrial
areas, improvement of the living environment, development of
public spaces, improving access to public services (educa-
tion, health, etc.), for disabled people as well, energy efficiency
measures, energy production from renewable energy sources
in urban environment, integrated public transport, gas supply
and more.

Rural Development

In order to counteract the economic, social and demographic
degradation, integrated actions aimed at building / moderniza-
tion of the local infrastructure are envisaged, together with pro-
vision of basic primary services, renovation and development,
together with protection and enhancement of the cultural and
natural heritage in the villages of the region. Tourism is an op-
portunity to diversify their economy and to create new attractive
jobs. Measures to promote traditional activities and preservation
of local traditions and customs are planned. Investments will
be encouraged in development of small enterprises in rural ar-
eas that work as suppliers to industries located in nearby large
industrial centres.

Priority ‘Strengthening the administrative capacity and
development of cooperation’

Improvement of the regional development administrative ser-
vices

Introduction of systems for information and electronic services
for the regional and local authorities is planned as well as im-
provement of the administrative services for individuals and
businesses.

Development of inter-municipal partnerships for regional de-
velopment and increase of the capacity for project prepara-
tion and management

The exchange of experience and good practice will be encour-
aged, as well as the implementation of joint projects between lo-
cal and regional administrations, between the administration and
NGOs in the region for solving local problems and the prepara-
tion and execution of regional and local plans and programmes.

Territorial cohesion through cross-border, inter-regional and
transnational cooperation

The SWR borders three neighbouring countries - Greece, Mace-
donia and Serbia. There is good integration with their transport
networks through the 8 border checkpoints, which is an import-
ant indicator of the opportunities of transit traffic and the de-
velopment of cross-border cooperation. Projects and initiatives
will be promoted aimed at improving the infrastructure links, the
development of joint economic, social and cultural activities,
joint risk management and environmental protection, the devel-
opment of integrated planning documents for the management
and development of the border areas etc.

(33175 g.), Toue HenveB (31 236 g.), Eaun Meaun (22 841 g.),
(CBoze (22 363 g.), Pagomup (20 896 g.), Pa3noz (20 598 g.)

Kom 2011 2., cmeneHma Ha ypbaHusauua 8 03P e 83,1% u e
Hal-Bucokama 8 cmpaHama.

B coomBemcmBue ¢ HauuoHaaHama koHuenuus 3a npocmpax-
cmBeHo pa3Bumue Ha Penybauka Boacapus (2013-2025 2.),
2pagoBeme Ha mepumopusma Ha palioHa nonagam, kakmo
cAegBa:

- 8 1-80 HUBO - cmoauuama Codus, ueHMbp ¢ eBponedicko 3Ha-
UYeHUE 32 HauuoHaAHama mepumopus — 1 6p.;

- 8 3-mo HuBo — cpegHU U cpegHo2oAeMU 2pagoBe - ugHmpoBe
C Pe2uoHaAHo 3HaueHue - MepHuk, Klocmengua, BaazoeBzpag,
[LynHuua, Mempuy -5 6p.;

- 8 4-mo HUBo - Manku 2pagoBe ¢ MUKpPOpE2UOHAAHO 3HaueHUe
33 mepumopuAma Ha 2pyna obuwuHu — CBoze, CamokoB, Vix-
mumaH, Kocmeneu, EAuH Meaun, Mupgon, 3aamuua, Emponone,
KocmuHbpog, bomeBepag, CAuBHuua, bpesHuk, Pagomup, bax-
cko, Pasnoe, Caxgancku, loue [leaveB, TpoH;

- 8 5-mo HuBo - MHO20 Manku 2pagoBe U ceAa - UeHmpoBe ¢
06WUHCko 3HaueHUe 32 mepumopuAma Ha cCbomBemHume 06-
WUHU.

3a cmoauuama, kamo ueHmbp ¢ eBponelicko 3HaueHue, ce
npegBwkga no-HamambvlUHO CMUMYyAUPaHe Ha kayecmBeHomo,
UHMEH3UBHO pa3Bumue u ozpaHuyaBaHe Ha ekcmeH3uBHOMO
pasBumue. TA uma nomeHuuUaA ga npemute 8 no-20pHa kame-
20puA Ha eBponedckume Metropolitan European Growth Area
(MEGA). B F03P He nonaga 2pag-ueHmbp om 8mopo depapxuy-
HO HuBo. TpagoBeme om 3-mo epapxuyHo HUBO ca pasnono-
)keHu cpaBHUMEAHO paBHoMepHO B mepumopuAma Ha padoHa.
Te umam dyHkuuAma ga gonbABam U HanaHcupam 20AeMume
2pagoBe (B cayyan Codus), 3a ga HamansBam eekma om mo-
HOUEHMPUYHO pasBumue B mepumopuAma Ha obaacmume u
padioHume. OcHoBeH onopeH UeHMbp B8 goauHama Ha Cmpyma
e baazoeBzpag. Tol uma nomeHuuaa ga ce pasBue go no-20pHo,
Bmopo HuBo. pagoBeme om 4-mo HUBo umam u3kAYUMEAHO
BakHa poAd 32 nepudepHume ceacku patioHu, npegaazam pa-
60MHU Mecma U 0CHOBHU NyBAUYHU YCAy2U Ha noBeye om egHa
06wuHa. C nomeHuuan 3a u3BeXkgaHe go mpemo HuBo ca Can-
gaHcku u loue [lenveB.

Hail-cuaHo ypbaHusupaHama mepumopus 8 03P, kakmo u 8
HauuoHaAeH mauwiab e 2pag Codus — cuaHo koHmpacmupaw,
Ha 0bwuA (OHG. KoM UeHMpanHUME CUAHO ypbaHu3upaHu
mepumopuu ce omHacs u 2pag baazoeBzpag. B mesu epagoBe
Ce NAaHUpa MogepHU3UpaHe Ha 0cHoBHama uHdpacmpykmypa
U usgpakgaHe Ha uHdpacmpykmypama Ha UH(OPMAUUOHHO-
mo 0bwecmBo, pa3Bumue Ha mpaHchepa Ha MexHoAO2UU U
UHOBauuu, HayyHonpuAoXHU U pa3BoliHu uscregBaHus, Bucwe
0bpa3oBaHue, cekmopu, 2eHepupawiu Bucok pacmex 8 coom-
BemcmBue cvC 3awuma Ha okoaHama cpega u kyaAmypHomo
HacaegemBo, pasBumue Ha kyAmypHUME UHCMUMYUUU, Nogo-
6pABaHe Ha 2pagckomo 6aazoycmpolicmBo u kayecmBama Ha
2pagckama cpega.

MepudepHu crabo ypbaHusupaHu mepumopuu 8 KO3P ca epago-
Beme om mpemo HuBo MepHuk, Klocmergua, dynHuua, kakmo
U 2pagoBeme om HuBo Yemupu CaHgatcku u foue HeaveB. Tesu
2pagoBe npuemam poAdma Ha gBu2ameAu Ha PE2UOHaAHOMO
pasBumue u cregBa ga okakam 6raeomBopHO BAuAHUE Ha
okonHama usocmaHana ceacka mepumopus. puopumemHo

In the fields of inter-regional and transnational cooperation, mul-
tilateral projects of common interest are planned in the spheres
of environmental protection, the development of cross-border
transport and communication networks, reduction of the dan-
gers of technological and natural risks, networking technology
and knowledge transfer and others.
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8 maAx ce nAaHupa ga ce uszpagu cvBpemenHa ukoHomuyecka
6a3a, ga ce cmuMyAupa npegnpuemvayecmBomo, ga ce Mogep-
Hu3upa uH@pacmpykmypama, ga ce cb3gagam ycmoduuBu
pabomHu Mecma, ga ce u3noA3Bam cneuupuyHUME MECMHU
NOMEHUUAAU.

[paHuyHume obwuHu B8 03P ca logey, dpacoman, TpbH, Tpe-
kaaHo, Klocmengua, HeBecmuwo, BaazoeBzpag, Cumumau,
KpecHa, Cmpymanu, CaHgaHcku, XagkugumoBo, CamoBya. Te
ca obeaykBaqu om mynukoBa uHdpacmpykmypa koM cbceg-
HUMe cmpadu, npu omcbemBue Ha KM, kamo BAoweHama
UM MpaHchopmHa gocmbnHOCM O2paHuyaBa npomuyaHemo
Ha HOPMaAHUME Npouecu Ha pa3Bumue. OCHOBHA ueA Wwe bbge
uszpakgaHe Ha uHdpacmpykmypama, ocuzypaBawa gobbp
cmaHgapm Ha obumaBaHe, kakmo u noBuwaBaHe Ha couu-
anHo-ukoHomuyeckama akmuBHocm ¢ uea npeogoAsiBaqe Ha
meHgeHuuume 3a o6e3alogAaBane. MoBeyemo om 2paHuYHUMe
06LWUHU No 3anagHama u tokHama 2paHuua Ha 03P mozam ga
6bgam omHeceHu U kom kamezopuama naaHuHcku.

OcHOBHU ocu Ha ypbaHu3auuoHHo pasBumue B8 HO3P ca mpaHc-
NOpPMHUME HanpaBAeHUs:

- [pazomaH - Codus — MroBguB; Cous—TTreBeH—Pyce u omkno-
HeHuemo O Codus—NoBeu— Beauko TopHoBo-LLymeH—BapHa.
XapakmepHo e npecuyademo Ha ocume 8 cmoauuama Codus,
koemo ocBeH npegumcmBama, cBbp3aHu ¢ koHueHmMpauus Ha
pasauyHu BugoBe mpaxcnopm, kpue u Hegocmanbuu U HaAaza
MobpceHe Ha bAu3KU U No-ganeyHu 06xogu 3a npoBexkgaHe Ha
mpaH3umHuA mpaduk;

- Codus - BrazoeBepag - Kynama. AkmuBu3upaHemo Ha masu
0C We nogobpu Bpwuskume Ha cmoAuuama ¢ 2pagoBeme-ueH-
mpoBe Ha ceBep U Ha oz u MoXke ga nogkpenu CepuosHo Ha-
MepeHuemo 3a cmumMyaupaHe Ha 2pagoBeme BuguH u baaz2oe-
2pag 8 gBeme nepudepHuU mepumopuu Ha 3anagHa boazapus.

BmopocmenexHume ocu Ha pa3Bumue ca no HanpaBAeHusma
Cumumau - Pasnoz - backo - foug[leaueB - VaungeH - TKMM ¢
Topuus, MepHuk - Pagomup - Klocmengua - MoeweBo-TKMM-Ma-
kegoHus, KlocmeHgua — lynHuua — Camoko8 — Vixmuman.

/iHmeapupaHomo 06HoBABaHe U pa3Bumue Ha 2pagoBeme 8
03P we BkalouBa gedHocmu, cBbp3aHu ¢ pexabuaumauus Ha
cmapu npou3BogcmBeHu 30HU, NogobpABaHe Ha MuAuwHama
cpega, 6AnazoycmpoABaHe Ha nybAUYHUME npocmpaHcmBa,
nogobpABaHe Ha gocmbna go NybAUYHU yeAyau (0bpa3oBaHue,
3gpaBeonasBaxe u gp.), Bkaloyumeao 3a xopa ¢ yBpexkgaHus,
Mepku 3a eHepaulHa epekmuBHocm, npousBogcmBo Ha eHep-
2us om BEW B epagcka cpega, uHme2pupaH 2pagcku mpaHc-
nopm, 2asuuuupaxe u gp.

Pa3Bumue Ha ceackume pailoHu

C uer npomuBogedicmBue Ha ukoHoMuyeckama, couuaiHama
u gemozpadckama gespagauus B cenama 8 palioHa ce npeg-
Bukgam uHme2pupaHu geticmBus, HacoueHu koM uszpakgaHe/
MOgEepHU3auUA Ha MecmHa UHGpacmpykmypa, npegaazade Ha
0CHOBHU MbpBUYHU yCAy2U, 06HOBABaHE U 6Aa20ycmpoABaHe Ha
ceAama, onasBaHe U Banopusupate Ha kyAmypHOmO U npupogHo
HacaegemBo. Typusnvom e Bb3MokHocm 3a guBepcuduuupade
Ha ukoHoMmukama um u 3a cb3gaBaHe Ha HOBU npuBAekamenHu
pabomHu mecma. lAaHupam ce Mepku 3a cmumMyAupaHe Ha
MpaguUUoHHUME gedHoCMU U ona3BaHe Ha MECMHUME mpa-

guuuu u obuyau. Lle 6bgam HacbpyaBaHu uHBecmuuuume B8
pasBumue Ha Maaku npegnpuamus 8 ceackume palioHu, pabo-
meuwu kamo gocmaByuuu 3a npousBogecmBama, pasnoAokeHu
B8 bAu3KuMe 20AeMU UHGYCMPUAAHU UEHMPOBE.

Mpuopumem ,.VkpenBaHe Ha agmuHucmpamuBHuA kanauu-
mem u pa3Bumue Ha cbmpygHuyecmBomo”

Mogo6paBaHe Ha agMmuHUcMpamuBHUME YcAy2U 32 pe2uoHan-
HO pa3Bumue

MpegBuxkga ce BbBekgaHemo Ha UHGOPMAUUOHHU U eAeKMPOH-
HU cucmemu 3a 0bcaykBaHe 3a OpeaHume Ha Pe2uoHaAHUME
U MeCmHu Baacmu u nogobpABaHe Ha agMuHUCMpamuBHUMe
yCAy2U 3a HacCeAeHUEMO U bu3Heca.

Pa3Bumue Ha meXgyo6wuHckume napmHbopcmBa 3a peau-
OHanHo pa3Bumue u noBuwaBaHe Ha kanauumema 3a nogzo-
moBka u ynpaBaeHue Ha npoekmu

LLle ce HacbpyaBa 0bMAHamMAa Ha onum u gobpu npakmuku, kak-
MO U peaausauusama Ha coBmecmHu npoekmu, MexXgy 06WUH-
cku u 0bracmHu agmuHucMpauuu, MeXgy agMuHUCMpauuAma
U HenpaBumeAacmBeHuA cekmop B paiioHa 3a pewaBaHe Ha
MECMHU NPOBAEMU U 33 U320MBAHE U USMbAHEHUE HA Peauo-
HaAHU U MECMHU NAGHOBE U npozpamu.

TepumopuanHo coawkaBaHe upe3 mpaHczpaHu4Ho, MeXgype-
2UOHANHO U MPAHCHAUUOHAAHO CbmpygHu4YecmBo

t03P 2paHuyu ¢ mpu cbcegHu cmpaHu - Mopuus, MakegoHus
u Copbusa. Vima gobpa uHMe2pupaHoCM C MexHUMe mpaHc-
NOpMHU MpeXku 4pes 8 2paHuY4HO-KOHMPOAHU nponyckameAHu
nyHkma, koemo e Bake uxgukamop 3a BoamokHocmume 3a
npoBexgaHe Ha mpaHsumeH mpaduk u pasBumue Ha mpaH-
C2paHU4HO compygHuyecmBo. Le ce cmumyaupam npoekmu
U UHUUUamuBu, Haco4eHu kbm nogobpsBaHe Ha uHdpacmpyk-
mypHume Bpu3ku, pasBumue Ha CoBMecMHU uKoHOMUYECKU,
couuanHu u kyamypHu geHocmu, CoBMeCMHO ynpaBaeHue Ha
puckoBe u onasBaHe Ha okoaHama cpega, paspabomBaHe Ha
UHMe2pupaHu nAaHoBu gokymMeHmu 3a ynpaBaeHue u pasBumue
Ha 2paHuYHUME Mepumopuu U gp.

B obracmma Ha MeXkgype2uoHarHOmO U MpaHCHAUUOHAAHOMO
cbmpygHu4ecmBo ce npegBukga peaausauus Ha MHO20CMpaH-
HU npoekmu om 06w, uHmepec B obracmma Ha ona3BaHemo
Ha okoAHama cpega, pasBumuemo Ha MpaHCHAUUOHAAHUME
MPaHCNOPMHU U KOMYHUKAUUOHHU MpeXu, HamaasBaHe Ha
0OnacHoCMUMe OM MEXHOAO2UYHU U NpupogHu puckoBe, u3-
2pakgaHe Ha MpeXku 3a mpaHcPep Ha MEXHOAO2UU U NO3HAHUA
ugp.
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OBLLIA XAPAKTEPVCTUKA

[0xkeH ueHmpaneH patioH e yacm om pationa om HuBo 1,10203a-
nagHa u l0XHa ugHmpanta boazapus®. Ha mepumopuama my ce
Hamupam obaacmume MaoBguB, Masapgikuk, CvoaaH, Kopgka-
AU U XackoBo u pa3noaokeHume B8 max 57 06LWUHU.

[OHUAM ueHmMpareH palioH 06xBawa 3anagHama noAoBuHA
Ha lopHompakudickama Hu3uHa, loXkHama yacm Ha LieHmpanHa
Cmapa naaHuHa, yacm om CpegHa 20pa, nogbankaxckume no-
Aema U 20AamMa yacm om Pogonume. HOLP 3aema 20,1% om
mepumopuama Ha cmpaHama. Todi e Hadi-20AeMuAm No NAOLLY,
cpeg patioHume om HuBo 2 B cmpaxama - 22 365 kP,

Cnopeg nocaegHomo npebpoaBare om 2011 2. Ha mepumo-
puama Ha tOLIP xuBee 20,08% om HaceAeHuemo Ha cmpaHama
-1 479 373 gywu, ¢ koemo palioHom ce Hapexga Ha Bmopo
mAcmo B Bbacapus caeg t0z203anageH padoH. Mecmomama
Ha HaceAeHuemo e 66,1 g/km?, noumu koakomo cpegHama 3a
cmpaHama. B o6aacm MaoBguB »uBee 6Au30 noroBuHama om
HaceAeHUemo Ha patioHa. CmeneHma Ha ypbaHusauus e 66,7%,
kamo patioHbm nonaga 8 2pynama Ha palioHUme ¢ no-cAaba
ypbaHu3upaHocm.

koHomuyeckomo pa3Bumue Ha FOLIP e cpaBHUMeAHO cmabua-
Ho. Cb3gageHusm B palioHa BBl Ha 2raBa om HaceneHuemo
npe3 2010 2. Bv3ausa Ha 84,4% om cpegHuA 3a cmpaHama u
30% om cpegHua 3a EC-27. B HOLIP ca peaausupaHu 8,8% om
Bcuyku npeku yy)kgecmpanHu uHBecmuuuu 8 cmpadama. Bo-
gewo macmo B ukoHomuyeckomo pasBumue Ha palioHa 3aema
0bracm MaoBgusB.

CmolHocmume Ha peauoHaaHama BC no ocHoBHU cekmopu
oyepmaBam u3paseH NOMEHUUAA U PeareH NpuHoc Ha cekmo-
pa Ha ycayaume 8 ukoHomuyeckomo pa3Bumue Ha patioHa u
cbcmaBawume 20 obaacmu. Ha Bmopo macmo no BakHocm
U npuHoc koM peauoHarHama ukoHomuka e uHgycmpuaaHuam
cekmop. 3emegeauemo, Makap u Ha mpemo mAacmo 8 cmpyk-
mypama Ha 6pymHama gobaBeHa cmodHocm, npogbakaBa ga
3aema BakHo 3HaueHue 3a HOLIP.

IOUP ce xapakmepu3supa ¢ uskalouumeaHo 6o02amcmBo Ha
pa3Hoobpasue Ha NpupPOgHU, kyAmypHu, ucmopuyecku 3abene-
»kumeAHocmu U MuHepaAHu Bogu. PasBumuemo Ha mypusmva
B8 palioHa uma Bce no-20AAMO 3HaueHue 3a ukoHomukama u
3aemocmma. HaauuHume pekpeauuoHHu u mypucmuyecku
pecypcu no3BoaaBam pasBumuemo Ha pasaudHU BugoBe my-
pu3oM U MAXHOMO kombuHuUpaHe, kakmo u u3noA3BaHemo um 8
pamkume Ha uaAama 20guHa UAU NOHe Ha gBa ce30Ha. B patioHa
€ CUAHO pasBum 3umHuAm pekpeamuBeH U GaaHeoAdkkuam
MypU3oLM.

Tyk ce Hamupam HegBuXumu KyaAmypHU UEHHOCMU C Hauuo-
HaAHa U MeXkgyHapogHa u3BecmHocm: MaHacmupume — bay-
koBcku, Gonomcku, Kanodepcku, MaHacmupckuam komnaekc
,KpbcmoBa 2opa—CB. Tpouua’, mpakutickume kyamoBu xpamo-
B8e 8 Cmapocen u MepnepukoH; apxeorozuyeckume pesepBamu
,CmapuHeH MAoBguB“ u Xucaps; Tpakulickama 2pobHuua kpad
¢. AnekcaHgpoBo; Tpakuiickama 2pobHuua u BusaHmudicka kpe-
nocm 8 c. Me3sek; mpakuiickomo cBemuauwie npu c. Tamya;
AxmuyHusm meambp 6 MAoBguB; AceHoBama kpenocm; newe-
pume CHexXanka, [aBoacko 2opao, A2oguHcka u gp.

GENERAL DESCRIPTION

The South Central Region (SC Region) is part of the NUTS 1
South West and South Central Bulgaria Region. The territory
of the South Central Region includes the districts of Plovdiv,
Pazardzhik, Smolyan, Kurdzhali and Haskovo and the 57 munic-
ipalities they consist of.

The Region includes the western half of the Upper Thracian
Lowlands, the southern part of the Central Balkan Mountain
Range, part of Sredna Gora Mountain, the Sub-Balkan Valleys,
and a large portion of the Rhodope Mountain. The SC Region
comprises 20,1% of the territory of the country. It is the largest
inarea (22 365 sq. km.) among the NUTS 2 regions in Bulgaria.

According to data from the latest census, dating back to 2011,
as much as 20,08% of the total population of Bulgaria lives in
the SC Region, its population being 1 479 373 people — under
this indicator the Region ranks second in Bulgaria, following the
South West Region. The population density is 66,1 people per
sq. km., which is almost as high as the national average. Aimost
half of the population of the Region lives in Plovdiv District. The
level of urbanisation is 66,7% and the Region belongs to the
group of less urbanised regions.

The economic development of the SC Region is relatively stable.
In 2010 the GDP per capita provided in the region amounted to
84,4% of the national average and 30% of the EC-27 average.
8,8% of the national foreign direct investment (FDI) inflows are
attracted by the SC Region. In terms of economic development
Plovdiv District takes the leading position.

The regional levels of the gross value added (GVA) by basic
sector indicate a marked potential and actual contribution of the
service sector to the economic development of the Region and
its constituent districts. Second in significance and contribution
to the regional economy is the industrial production sector. Agri-
culture, although in third position in the GVA structure, continues
to be pretty important for the SC Region.

The SC Region is characterised by an outstanding abundance
and diversity of natural, cultural and historic heritage sites
and mineral water. The development of tourism in the Region
is of growing importance for the economy and also employ-
ment-wise. The available tourism and recreation resources
provide opportunities for the development of different types of
tourism and their combination, as well as for capitalising on
them either throughout the year or at least during two seasons.
The Region has a well-developed winter tourism and recreation
and spa tourism.

The Region hosts fixed cultural heritage sites of national and
international stature: the Bachkovski, Sopotski, Kaloferski mon-
asteries and the Krustova Gora — Sveta Troitsa Monasterial
Complex; the Starosel and Perperikon Thracian temples; the
Ancient Plovdiv and Hissarya archaeological reserves; the Thra-
cian tomb by the village of Alexandrovo; the Thracian tomb and
Byzantine fortress near the village of Mezek; the Thracian sanc-
tuary near the village of Tatul; the Ancient Theatre in Plovdiv; the
Assenova Krepost Fortress; the caves of Snezhanka, Dyavolsko
Gurlo, Yagodinska, among others.

The Region is the richest in biodiversity among Bulgarian re-

PaiiloHom e cpeg Hal-602amume Ha Guopa3Hoobpasue palioHu
8 cmpaHama. B He20 nonaga 2oadma yacm om HauuoHaneH
napk ,LleHmpaneH baakau“, yacm om HauuoHaneH napk ,Punaa“
U ueausm macuB Ha Pogonume. Tyk nonagam u Had-MH020 om
3awumeHume 30HU no Hamypa 2000 — 44,5% om me3u 3a
cmpaHama. ToBa e eguH om palioHUME CbC CbXxpaHeHa, npu-
BaekamenHa u uskalouumenHo pasHoobpasHa npupogHa cpega.
CowieBpemenHo HOLIP e onpegeAsH kamo egux om padioHume 8
cmpaHama ¢ Had-BroweHu kayecmBa Ha ammochepHus Bb3-
gyx - Ha mepumopuume Ha 2pagoBeme MroBguB, AceHoBepag,
TumumpoBzpag u Kopgkaau. EQuH om Had-cepuo3Hume npo-
6AaeMu B obracmma Ha BuK cekmopa 8 palioHa e geduuumom
Ha uHppacmpykmypa 3a onas3BaHe Ha okoaHama cpega — Hego-
uszpageHocm Ha BogocHabgumeAaHama uHGpacmpykmypa u Ha
UHdpacmpykmypama 3a npeyucmBaHe Ha omnagHume Bogu.

EnepauliHama uHdpacmpykmypa e MH020 gobpe pa3Buma. baa-
20NpUAMHU ca ycAoBuAma 3a uszpakgaHe Ha Maaku BELL 8 naa-
HUHCKUME Yacmu Ha palioHa U 3a u3noA3BaHe Ha CAbHYeBama
eHepausa 3a npousBogemBo Ha enekmpuyecka eHepaus.

[0keH ueHmpaneH palioH e godpe UHMezpupaH B mpaHcnopm-
Hama mpexa Ha EBpona. Mpe3 mepumopuama my npemuHaam
HanpaBAeHuAma Ha eBponedickume mpaxcnopmHu kopugopu N2
4, N2 8, N2 9 u kopugopom TPACEKA, ocbuiecmBaBauw Bpbaka
cbc cmpaHume om KaBkaskus peauoH u Lienmpaana Asus. Top-
BokaacHama nomHa mpexka e ¢ Hali-HUCbK omHocUMeeH gan
om Bcuuku padoHu U e pasnoAokeHa npegumHo B ceBepHama
yacm Ha pailoHa. PalioHbm ce 06caykBa npeobaagaBawio om
peauoHarHa nbmHa Mpexka om Il u lll kaac, npu moBa 8 He3ago-
BoAUMEAHO CbCMOAHUE.

Bo3gywHusm mpatcnopm e npegcmaBeH om aemuwie Mao-
BguB - ¢ mexXgyHapogeH cmamym. Vima gobpa mpaHcnopmHa
Bpw3ka CbC cmoAuuama u B8 6au3ocm go Aemuwiemo uma n
2apa Ha AuHuama Codus — MaoBguB — Bypaac/ CBuAeHzpag.

Kom 31.12.2012 2. koeuuueHmbm Ha 3aemocm Ha Hacene-
Huemo Ha Bb3pacm 20-64 2. 8 tOLIP e no-Hucbk om cpegHua
3a cmpaHama - 61,2%, a paBHuwwemo Ha 6e3pabomuua Ha Ha-
CeneHuemo Ha Bv3pacm 15-64 2. B palioHa B cpaBHeHue ¢ oc-
maHaAume palioHu om HUBo 2 e omHocumeAHo Bucoko - 14%.

IMocmuaaHemo Ha yckopeHo ukoHomuyecko pa3Bumue Ha KXkeH
UeHmpareH palioH npegnoraza noggopkaHe Ha ycmoluu8 u
Bucok memn Ha HapacmBaxe Ha cekmopa Ha ycAyaume, Ha-
pacmBaHe Ha uHBecmuuuume, paswupeHue 8 UHgycmpuaAHus
cekmop u no-cneuuaaHo Ha npomuwiAeHomo npou3BogecmBo,
guBepcudukauua u ekonozusauus, epekmuBHocm u edukac-
HOCM Ha az2papHume gedHocmu u 2o0pckomo cmonasemBo.

MOTEHLNAAI 3A PASBUTUE

MomeHuuaaume 3a pa3Bumue Ha KXkeH ueHMpaneH patioH, no-
COYeHU B HauuoHarHama cmpameaus 3a pe2UoHaAHo pasBumue
Ha Penybauka Boazapua (2012-2022 2.) ca B caegHUmMe chepu:
e 13kaloyumeaHo 602amomo pasHOOBpasue Ha NpUPOgHU,
kyamypHu u ucmopudecku 3abeaekumeaHocmu € pecypceH
NnomeHuUuaA 3a pa3Bumue Ha amepHamuBHU Gopmu 3a mypu-
3oM U Bb3mokHoCM 32 guBepcuduuupaHe Ha peauoHaAHama
ukoHOMUKa;

 Haauyuemo Ha HayyHo-u3caegoBamencku ueHmpoBe, Bucwiu
yuebHU 3aBegeHus U koneXku e nomeHuuaA 3a pasBumue Ha Ha-

gions. A large portion of the Central Balkan National Park, the
Rila National Park and the whole massif of the Rhodope Moun-
tain Range fall within the remits of the Region. It hosts the largest
number of Natura 2000 protected areas — 44,5% of the des-
ignated areas in the country. This is one of the regions where
the natural environment is conserved, attractive and extremely
diverse. Equally, the SC Region is described as one of the re-
gions in Bulgaria with most polluted air - on the territory of the
towns of Plovdiv, Assenovgrad, Dimitrovgrad and Kurdzhali. One
of the most serious problems in the field of water supply and
sewerage in the Region is the deficit of environmental protection
infrastructure — the water supply infrastructure and the waste
water treatment infrastructure are not available in all places.

The energy production infrastructure is very well developed.
There are favourable conditions for building small-scale Hydro-
power Plants in the Region’s mountainous areas and the use of
solar energy for electricity production.

The South Central Region is well integrated in Europe’s transport
network. The territory of the Region is crossed by the European
Transport Corridors Nos. 4, 8 and 9, as well as the TRACECA
Corridor which links the countries of the Caucasian region with
those of Central Asia. The first-class road network is lowest in
share, compared to the rest of the regions, and is situated pri-
marily in the northern part of the Region. The Region’s road
network consists mainly of second- and third-class roads, in an
unsatisfactory state at that.

Air transport is represented by Plovdiv Airport which serves
international flights. It has a good transport link with the Capital
city and there is a railroad in the near vicinity, namely the Sofia —
Plovdiv — Bourgas/Svilengrad line.

As at 31st December 2012 the employment rate for the pop-
ulation aged 20 to 64 years in the SC Region at 61,2% was
lower than the national average and the unemployment rate for
the population aged 15 to 64 years at 14% was relatively high.

The achievement of rapid economic development in the South
Central Region presupposes maintaining a stable, high growth
rate of the service industries, increased investment rate, ex-
pansion of the industrial production sector, more specifically
manufacturing, diversification and environment-friendliness,
efficiency and effectiveness of agrarian activities and forestry.

DEVELOPMENT POTENTIALS

The development potentials of the South Central Region, as list-
ed in the National Regional Development Strategy of the Repub-
lic of Bulgaria (2012-2022), lie in the following areas:

 The huge diversity of natural, cultural and historical cultural
heritage features provides development potential in terms of re-
sources for alternative tourism development and opportunities
for diversification of the regional economy;

« The availability of science and research centres, higher-edu-
cation establishments and colleges is a development potential
for the R&D sector;

» The Region’s favourable geographic position provides condi-
tions for growing all types of arable crops and the use of RES;

VISION

The South Central Region — attractive for living, business and
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YUHO-u3cAegoBamencka u pa3BolHa gedxocm;

* baazonpuamHomo 2eozpadcko norokeHue cb3gaBa ycaoBus
3a pa3Bumuemo Ha Bcuyku BugoBe ceackocmonarcku kyamypu
U 3a U3noA3BaHe Ha Bb306HOBAEMU eHep2UdHU U3MOYHUUU;

BU3NA

HOkeH ueHmpaneH paiion — npuBaekameano msacmo 3a XuBe-
eHe, 6usHec u mypusbM, ¢ no-gobpu ycroBus 3a komyHukauus
U CbXpaHeHo NpupogHo u KyamypHo HacaegcmBo

LLEAU 11 NPUOPWUTETIA 3A PASBUTINE

Mpuopumem ,MoBuwaBane koHkypeHmocnocobHocmma Ha
Mankus u cpegHuA busHec kamo gBuwkewa cuaa Ha pe2uoHan-
Hama ukoHomuka“

Mpe3 2010 2. 6pymHuAmM BompeweH npogykm no mekywu
ueHu, npousBeger 8 IOLIP, Bo3ausa Ha cmolHocm 9 924 MAH.
AB. Mo npuHoc B HauuoHaAHuA BBI1, patioHbm e Bmopu 8 cmpa-
Hama ¢ omHocumeneH gaa om 14,1%, caegBadku HO3P.CpegHa-
ma cmodHocm Ha BBIT Ha yoBek om HaceaeHuemo B HOLP 3a
2010 2. e 6 525 AB. npu cpegeH nokazamen 3a cmpaHama om 9
359 8. Hal-2onam gan B8 BBI Ha pailoHa uma obaacm MAoBguB
- 53,4%, a Hall-Hucbk 0bracm CmMonsH - 8,17 %, caegBana Heno-
cpegcmBeHo om obaacm Kopghkanu — 8,22%. 06aacm MaoBguB
€ Ha egHO 0mM YeAHUMe Mecma (caeg obracm Cogus) no gaa 8
HauuoHaHusA BBI coc cmotdHocm om 7,5% 3a 2009 2., gokamo
3a obracmume Kopgkaau, CvoaaH u XackoBo omHocumenHu-
AM gAA € N0g 2 Ha cMo.

BpymHama go6aBeHa cmodHocm, cb3gageHa 8 OLP npes
2010 2. e 8 545 MAH. AB. 3a GopMupaHeMO Ha peauoHaAHama
BC Hali-eoAAM NpuHOC uma cekmopbm Ha ycAyaume - 54,1%,
UHgycmpuaaHuam cekmop gonpunaca ¢ 38,1%, a ceackomo
cmonaHcmBo - cve 7,8%, koemo npegcmaBaaBa 3Ha4UMeAHo
no-Bucoko HuBo om cpegHomo 3a cmpaHama 4,9%. Hai-2o-
AAM gAA B Cb3gaBaHemo Ha HauuoHaaHama B[1C 8 obaacmma
Ha ceackomo u 2opckomo cmonaHecmBo uma umenHo HOLP —
22,5%.

B nocaegrume 10 2ogunu obaacm MaoBguB (u B8 yacmHocm
2p. MroBguB) ce ymBopkgaBa kamo pa3Bum uHgycmpuaneH u
A02UCMUYEH UEHMbP. Ha mepumopuama Ha obaacmma ce Ha-
Mupam Kom6uHam 3a uBemHu Memaau, ,/\ubxep Xaycaepeme
Mapuua, 3a npousBogcmBo Ha xaaguaHa mexHuka, 3aBoga 3a
xapmua ,MoHgu,, Cmamboauticku, 3a8oga 3a npou3BogcmBo
Ha enekmpomexHuyecku cbopbkeHua ,lLHalgep enekmpuk,,
6azama 3a enekmpokapu ,/\uHge,, ,Quakab, 3a npousBogcmBo
Ha kabeau u npoBogHuuy, ,XoC,- € Cpeg Augepume 8 cmpaHama

tourism, with better conditions for communication and a pre-
served natural and cultural heritage

DEVELOPMENT OBJECTIVES AND PRIORITIES

Priority ,,Strengthening the competitiveness of small and me-
dium-sized enterprises as a driver of regional economy*

The value of the GDP at current prices produced in the South
Central Region in 2010 amounted to 9 924 million leva. The
relative share of this regional GDP out of the total national GDP
is 14,1%, which makes the Region second in contribution after
the South West Region. The average GDP per capita for 2010
for the South Central Region was 6 525 leva, the national aver-
age for this indicator being 9 359 leva. The largest contribution
to the GDP in the Region belongs to Plovdiv District - 53,4%,
the lowest contribution belonging to Smolyan District - 8,17 %,
followed closely by Kurdzhali District at 8,22%. Plovdiv District
is in one of the leading positions (following Sofia City District)
in terms of its contribution to the national GDP, the level of its
contribution being 7,5% for 2009, the proportion in the national
GDP for the districts of Kurdzhali, Smolyan and Haskovo being
below 2%.

The gross value added (GVA) delivered by the SC Region in
2010 was 8 545 million leva. The largest contribution to the
regional GVA belongs to the service industries at 54,1%, the
production industries contributing 38,1%, agriculture - 7,8%
which is considerably higher than the national average at 4,9%.
The largest contribution to the national GVA from agriculture and
forestry comes precisely from the SC Region, its level being
22,5%.

In the course of the last 10 years Plovdiv District (more specifi-
cally the town of Plovdiv) has emerged as a developed industrial
and logistical hub. Plovdiv District hosts a non-ferrous metal
works, the factory Liebherr Housgerate Maritsa for production
of refrigerators and freezers, the Mondi paper production factory
in Stamboliiski, the Schneider Electric plant producing electro-
technical equipment, the Linde facilities for battery-driven small
trucks, FilKab producing cables and conductors, HUS — among
the leaders in the country in terms of trading with metals, tin
and iron, Bulsafil producing yarn. The Kamenitsa Brewery, Simid
1000 Cooperation, United Dairy Company, Kristal Sugar Refin-
ery, Bella Bulgaria, the Brezovo company for meat processing,
the Krassi mayonnaise—producing company are among the
largest food industry producers in the district. Assenovgrad
specializes in wedding-dress-making and the production of
formal ware.

OCHOB8HU UKOHOMUYeCKU noxasamenu/

BB Ha rnasa ot
HaceNeHUeTo — NB.

NYU c HaTpynBaHe MpuxoAmn OT HOLLYBKKN —
— XUN. eBpo XWA. NB.

Core Economic Indicators

leva

lOKeH ueHTpaneH paiioH/ South
Central Region

Kbpakanu/ Kurdzhali
Nasapgxuk/ Pazardzhik
NMnosgus/ Plovdiv

CmonsH/ Smolyan

Xackoso/ Haskovo

GDP per capita in

U3moyHuK: HayuoHaneH cmamucmuvecku uHcmumym, Espocmam /Source: National Statistical Institute, Eurostat

Revenues from overnight
stays in thousands of leva

Cumulative (FDI) in
thousands of euro

1908 766.1

76 300.8
397 258.9
1259572
72 584.5
103 049.9

B8 mop2oBusma ¢ Memaau, AaMapuHa U »eAaso, ,byrcadua, 3a
npou3BogcmBo Ha npexkgu. MuBoBapHa ,KameHuua,, Koonepa-
uusa ,Cumug 1000,, ,0beguHeHa MAeyHa komnaHus,, 3axapeH
kombuHam ,Kpucman,, ,beana Boacapus,, ¢upma ,bpe3oBo,
3a npepabomka Ha Meco, hupma ,Kpacu, 3a npousBogcmBo Ha
MailoHe3a, ca cpeg Hail-eoneMume npou3BogcmBeHu komnaHuu
0m xpaHumenHo-BkycoBus bpaHw 8 obaacmma. AceHoBepag e
UeHMbP Ha WuBawkama uHgycmpusa 8 ceameHma 3a byAyuHcku
U oduuUaAHU 0BAekAa.

06aacm XackoBo (u 8 yacmHocm o6wuHa XackoBo) e eguH
0m 0cHoBHUMe ueHmpoBe B cmpaHama 3a npou3BogemBo Ha
MalWUHU 3a XpaHumeAHo-BkycoBama npomutuaeHocm. Hadi-20-
AeMu komnaHuu npegcmaBumeau Ha mo3u cekmop ca ,Pogu-
Ha,, ,Ipakus komepc,, ,[0HUQGO,, XpaHMaw UHXeHepuHe,. B
obracmma e pasBuma u xumudeckama npomuwiaeHocm. Tyk
Ce Hamupa eguH om Hal-2onemume 3aBogu - npou3Bogume-
AU Ha uskycmBeHu mopoBe B8 cmpaHama — ,Heoxum,,. MHo20
gobpe pa3Bumu ca u ompacaume wuBawka u mpukomakHa
npomuwAeHocm, kogemo ¢yHkuuoHupam kakmo 20Aemu gpy-
»kecmBa, maka u MHOXkecmBo Maaku U CpegHU NpegnpuAmus,
pasnoAokeHu cpaBHUMEAHO paBHOMEPHO U3 uAAama obAacm.
IMo-2onemu pupmu B masu chepa ca ,HukeHa,, ,Mup,, ,beHu,,
JlemeauHa,. B obracmma Ha xae6onpou3BogcmBomo u caag-
kapcmBomo, meconpepabomBameAHama  NPOMULIAEHOCM,
BuronpousBogcmBomo, nuBonpou3BogcmBomo, Maekonpepa-
6omBameaHama, mlomloHeBama u koHcepBHa npomuLuAeHOCM
omkposBawu ce npegnpuamus ca ,3aamHa mpakus,, ,foAg
0iA,, ,JepoHu,, ,Buknpom Wamo Auga,, ,.bor2apcko cupene,,
Jomoc, u ,CBapeke,.BuHonpouzBogcmBomo e npegcmaBeHo
om ,BuHapcka kowa Cakap®, ,Alobumeu’, ,KamapkuHa ec-
medm*, CBuneHzpag, , Tepa TaHepa'“, Xapmatau, ,BuHapcka usba
Cmam6onoBo, 136a ,AmaHmueBu”, ABalinoBapag u gp.

Had-2onemuam npousBogumen Ha kayuykoBu usgeaus 8 Boa-
2apus e Ha mepumopusma Ha obaacm rMasapgkuk — ,Kayuyk".
B obaacmma ce Hamupam u MegogobuBHomo npegnpuamue
LJAcaper-Megem®, ep. MaHazlopuwie — eguH om Hal-20AeMume
pabomogamenu, ,EAxum-Uckpa“ — npousBogumen Ha akymyna-
mopu, ,dyponak Tpakua nanup“ 3a npou3BogcmBo Ha xapmua u
Beanane, 3aBog 3a xapmus 8 benoBo, , TexHomeke 3a npousBog-
cmB0 Ha mexHUYecku U UHMepUopHU mMokaHu®, ,buoBem" — 3a
npou3BogcmBo Ha cybcmanuuu 3a BemepuHapHama MeguuuHa,
L,BuHnpom lMewepa“ — 3a npou3BogcmBo Ha aAkOXOAHU Hanum-
ku. pyau ymBopgeHu BuHapcku usbu ca ,beca Baneld“ 8 cero
02HAH0B0, ,KapabyHap“ 8 obwuHa CenmemBpu u ,PymeAud” 8
Maxazlopuwie. 06aacm Masapgkuk e cneuuaausupaHa u 8 06-
Aacmma Ha onmukama. B Maxazlopulue uma Hakoako npegnpu-
Amua, koumo npou3Bexkgam oNMUYHU U Aa3epHU UHCMPYMEH-
mu 3a ombpaHama u 3a MeguuuHama. [pag MMewepa e 0cHoBHO
cpeguue 3a npousBogcmBo Ha 06yBku - Hall-zoremume GupMu
ca,lugo’, ,Agu“ u ,Abpawe”. Ha mepumopuama Ha obaacmma
ce Hamupa opatkepusma ,fumen’, koamo npousBexkga 6uo-
3eAeHUyUU. 3HadumeneH gan B ukoHomukama Ha obaacmma
3aemam dupmume, npepabomBawiu gopBeH Mamepuan. Mpeg-
npusmuAma om mo3u cekmop ca npegumHo Bb8 BeAunzpag
u Bpauuz0Bo. B bpauuzoB8o GpaHwbm ce e cneuuaausupan 8
npousBogcmBomo Ha gbpBeHu cenobsemu kowu. Tasu gel-
Hocm pa3BuBam ,bpama MawkyaeBu®, ,ban bop*, ,Opewaka’,
,BG house” u gpyau. BuB BeauHzpag npeBec umam npegnpus-
muama 3a npou3BogcmBomo Ha MebeAau 0m MacuBHO gbpBo.
EgHu om ymBobpgeHume dupMu 3a npou3BogcmBo Ha MebeAu
ca ,Konopago meben’, ,bMA", ,ABop,, MMC (DopunBecm* B 2p.
Masapgkuk, ,Nedsu” u KpoHoc meben’ 8 2p. Beaunepag.

Haskovo District (more specifically the town of Haskovo) is one
of the main centres in the country for the production of machin-
ery for the food industry. The largest companies representing
this sector are Rodina, Trakia Komers, Donido, Harnimash En-
gineering. The chemical industry is developed in the district too.
One of the largest artificial fertilizer producers in the country,
Neochim, is based here. The sewing and knitwear industries are
very well developed, represented both by large companies and
SMEs, more or less evenly distributed on the territory of the dis-
trict. The larger companies operating in this sector are Nikena,
Mir, Beni, Detelina. As regards bread bakery and confectionery
production, the meat-processing industry, wine production, beer
production, dairy production, the tobacco and canning indus-
tries the more prominent factories are Zlatna Trakia, Gold Oil,
Deroni, Vinprom Shito Aida, Bulgarian Cheese, Lotos, Svareks.
Wine production is represented by Sakar Winery, Lyubimets,
Katarzhyna Estate in Svilengrad, Terra Tangra in Harmanli, Stam-
bolovo Winery, Yamantievi Winery in Ivailovgrad, etc.

The largest rubber products manufacturer in Bulgaria is based
in the district of Pazardhzhik — Coutchouk. Pazardzhik District
is also the home of: the copper-extracting plant Asarel-Medet
in the town of Panagzyuriste — one of the largest employers,
Elchim-Iskra producing storage batteries, Duropack Trakia
Papir producing paper and corrugated cardboard, the Paper
Production Plant in Belovo, Technotex producing technical and
interior fabrics, Biovet producing substances for use in veteri-
nary medicine, Vinprom Pestera producing alcoholic beverages.
Other established wineries include Bessa Valley in the village
of Ognyanovo, Karabunar in September District, Rumelia in
Panagyuriste. Pazardzhik District specializes in optics. In Pa-
nagyuriste there are several factories producing optical and la-
ser instruments for defence and medicinal purposes. The town
of Pestera is famous as a shoe-production centre, the largest
companies being Gido, Adi and Abrashev. Gimel Greenhouse
is located on the territory of the Region and it produces organic
vegetables. An important sector of the District’s economy is
wood processing. Enterprises working in this sector are based
mainly in Velingrad and Bratsigovo. In Bratsigovo they special-
ize in the manufacturing of prefabricated wooden houses, the
companies operating in this sector being Bratya Pashkulevi,
Byal Bor, Oreshaka and BG House. In Velingrad the majority of
furniture-producing companies work with real wood. Some of
the established companies in furniture-production are Kolorado
Mebel, BMD, Yavor, IMS Forinvest in Pazardzhik, Kronos Mebel
and Lazy in Velingrad.

The larger companies within the Kurdzhali District are based in
the municipalities of Kurdzhali, Momchilgrad and Ivailovgrad.
Non-ferrous metallurgy is represented by Gorubso-Kurdzhali
which specializes in the extraction and processing of iron and
copper ore; the metal-processing industry by Pnevmatika-Serta
in the town of Kurdzhali, Dzhebel 96 in the town of Dzhebel,
Teklas in Kurdzhali. Zora, Ivailovgrad specializes in the extraction
and processing of construction materials, while Formoplast in
Kurdzhali specialises in the production of plastic products. The
District is also the home to a number of sewing and textile fac-
tories. Krumovgrad Municipality is the home of the only special-
ized enterprise, Khan Kroum, operating in the field of production
of shoes and shoe accessories.

The large employers in Smolyan District are Gamakabel pro-
ducing cables and conductors, Elitex producing textile dress,
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Mo-2onemume Gupmu B 0baacm Kopgkaau ca Ha mepumopus-
ma Ha obwuHume Kopgkaau, Momuuazpag u BaiinoBepag.
LleemHama memanypaus e npegcmaBeHa om ,lopy6co-Kop-
gkaau“, cneuuaausupado 8 gobuB u npepabomka Ha 0A0B-
HO-UuHkoBu pygu, MemanoobpabomBauwiama NPOMULIAEHOCM
— om ,lHeBvamuka-Cepma“, ep. Kopgkaau, ,[hkebea-96,
2p. [hkeben, ,Teknac”, Kopgkanu. ,3opa“ /BalinoBepag e cne-
UuaAu3upaHo 8 gobuB u obpabomka Ha CMpOUMEAHU Mame-
puaau, a ,Qopmonaacm, 2p. Kopgkaau — 8 npousBogcmBo
Ha naacmmacoBu usgeaus. Ha mepumopusma Ha obaacmma
(hyHkuuoHupam peguua wuBawku u mekCmuAHU NPegnpuAMUA.
B obwuHa KpymoBapag ce Hamupa eguHcmBeHOmO cheuuau-
3upaHo npegnpusmue ,Xax Kpym, 3a npou3BogcmBo Ha 00yBHU
U3genus.

EgHu om 2onemume pabomogamenu 8 obracm CmoAsH ca ,fa-
makaben’ — npousBogumen Ha kabeau u npoBogHuuy, ,EAumekc”
—npou3Bogumen Ha mpukomakHu usgeAus, ,Pogones” — npous-
BogcmBo Ha MAeuHU npogykmu, ,Kocman® — npousBogcmBo Ha
aBmomobuaxu yacmu, ,3MM* u ,Apekcum* — 8 obracmma Ha
MawuHocmpoeHemo. B Yenenape ce Hamupa eguHcmBeHama
(abpuka 3a cku y Hac.

Kom 31.12.2011 2. 8 tOLIP ca koHueHmpupaHu 8,8% om Bcuy-
ku npeku uykgecmpanHu usBecmuuuu 8 cmpadama. Had-ak-
muBHa e obaacm Tr0BguB, kbgemo ca npuBaeyeHu 66% om
UHBecmuuuume Ha patioHa, cAegBaHa om obaacm Masapgkuk
— 20,8%, ocmaHarume mpu obaacmu XackoBo, CMOAAH U
Kopgkaau ca ¢ gan okono 4-5% Bcaka. Obaacm [MaoBguB ce
HapeXga Ha YemBbpmo MAcmo cpeg Gbazapckume obaacmu ¢
ocobwiecmBeHu 5,8% om Bcuuku M4 8 cmpaxama.

Pa3Bumue Ha uzcregoBamenckama geliHocm, MeXHOAO2UYHO-
mo pasBumue u uHoBauuume

Mpe3 2011 2. B IOLP ca u3BbpweHu 5,2% om pasxogume 3a
Hay4Ho-uscAegoBamencka u pa3BolHa geliHOCM Ha cmpaHama
- 22 502 xun. AB. B cpaBHeHue ¢ 2009 2. Hay4Ho-u3cAegoBa-
menckume pasxogu kamo gaa om BB Ha patioHa npe3 2010 2.
6enekam mengeHuua , Makap u Maako Ha HapacmBaHe. Cmod-
Hocmma Ha geAaa gocmuaa 0,23%.To3u ga Bee owe e mBopge
gaAey 0m NoemusA HaUUOHaAeH aHzakumeHm no Cmpameausma
Ha EC ,EBpona 2020 u coomBemuama HauuoHaaHa npozpama
3a pedopmu Ha Penybauka Boacapua (2013-2015 2.) omHocHO
pasxogume 3a HVPL kamo gaa om BBl Ha cmpaHama ga ca 8
pasmep Ha 1,5% go 2020 2.

I132paxkgane Ha 6usHec MpexXu u knocmepu

CbemoaHuemo Ha HeuHaHcoBuA cekmop Ha ukoHomukama
B8 tOXkeH ugHmpaneH palioH ce xapakmepusupa ¢ goMUHUpaHe
Ha Mukpo upmume u Maakume npegnpuamuA Hag cpegHUme
u 2onemume npegnpuamus. Kom 31.12.2011 2. obwuam 6pol
Ha npegnpuamusama 8 tOLIP Bb3ausa Ha 65 264 6pos uau 17,8%
om Bcuyku npegnpuamus B8 HauuoHanHama ukoHomukama. 3a
noBuwaBaxe npogykmuBHocmma u koHkypeHmOCnocobHoC-
mma Ha MecmHUMe NpegnpusmuA ce nAaHupam gedHocmu,
cBbp3aHu ¢ yBeauyaBaHe memna Ha mexHu4ecko 06HOBAEHUE U
uszpakgaHemo Ha cpega, koamo ga cmumyAupa Cb3gaBaHemo
Ha HOBU MeXHOAO2UU U UHOBamuBHU npogykmu. Bogewa poas
we uzpae 2p.MaoBguB, kbgemo ca cbcpegomoyeHu yHuBep-
cumemume, koaekume, HayyHo-uscAegoBameAckume UHCMU-
mymu u Aabopamopuu, koumo umam Had-20A9M NOomeHuuaA

Rhodopea producing dairy, Kostal producing car spare parts,
ZMM and Areksim operating in the field of machine-building. In
Chepelare is situated the only ski-producing factory in Bulgaria.

As at 31st December 2011 the concentration of FDI in the SC
Region was 8,8% of all nationally attracted FDI. Plovdiv District
is most active, where 66% of all regional investments were fo-
cused, followed by the Pazardzhik District at 20,8%, the remain-
ing three districts of Haskovo, Smolyan and Kurdzhali having
attracted some 4-5 % each. Plovdiv District ranks fourth among
Bulgarian districts, having attracted 5,8% of all FDI in Bulgaria.

Focus on R&D, technological development and innovation

The level of Research and Development (R&D) expenditure in
the South Central Region in 2011 reached 22 502 thousand
leva, which constituted 5,2% of total national R&D expenditure.
Compared to 2009, the share of R&D expenditure in percentage
terms out of the Region’s 2010 GDP has been on the increase,
albeit a slight one. Its level reached 0,23%, this contribution be-
ing still far too small, compared to the national commitment in
the Europe 2020 EU Strategy and the relevant National Reform
Programme of the Republic of Bulgaria (2013-2015) as regards
the R&D expenditure as % of the GDP, targeted at 1,5% by 2020.

Develop business networks and clusters

The situation with the non-financial sector of the economy in
the South Central Region is characterised by predominance of
micro and small enterprises over medium-sized and large ones.
As at 31st December 2011 the total number of enterprises in the
SC Region amounted to 65 264 or 17,8% of all enterprises in the
national economy. In view of achieving increased productivity
and competitiveness of local enterprises interventions will be
supported aimed at accelerating the rate of equipment upgrade
and establishing an environment which promotes develop-
ment of new technologies and innovative products. The town
of Plovdiv where universities, colleges, scientific and research
institutes and laboratories are situated with highest potential
for technological research, will take the lead. Existing innova-
tion-generation structures and institutions in the SC Region will
be supported, as well the establishment of new science-and-re-
search, university and innovation centres, priority being given to
ones operating in the fields of agriculture and the food industry.

Taking account of the fact that the electrotechnical and electron-
ic industries were well developed in the near past and bearing in
mind the existing scientific potential in the Region, an important
role in achieving stable economic growth in the SC Region will
be played by cluster development in tourism, agriculture, forest-
ry and the electrotechnical industry. Support will be provided for
the development of a high-tech park in Plovdiv. This requires
interventions related to improved efficiency of existing business
services and the introduction of new such services, including
specialised services for groups of SMEs.

Improve build and access to regional and local business infra-
structures

In large production-industry centres in the region, such as Plo-
vdiv, Maritsa, Rakovski, Pazardzhik, Panagyuriste, Dimitrovgrad,
Kurdzhali, Haskovo, Svilengrad, it is envisaged that new or exist-
ing business, industrial and technological zones and parks are

3a ocbllecmBABaHe Ha MEXHOAO2UYHU u3cAegBanus. Lle ce
nogkpenam cowecmByBawume cmpykmypu U UHCMumMyuuu,
koumo 2eHepupam uHoBauuume 8 HOLIP, kakmo u cv3gaBaHemo
Ha HOBU HayuHO-u3cAegoBamencku, yHuBepcumemcku u uHoBa-
mMuBHU ugHMpoBe, NpeumMywiecmBeHo B8 obAacmma Ha 3emege-
AUEMO U XpaHUMeAHo-BkycoBama npomuLuAgHocm.

Omyumatku HaAuYuemo Ha CUAHO pa3Buma B8 6Auskomo Mu-
Hano enekmpomexHudecka U enekmpoHHa npoMulAeHOCM U
CcouwecmByBawua HayueH nomeHuuaa 8 patioHa, BakHa poas 3a
nocmuaaHe Ha yemoduuB ukoHomuyecku pacmex 8 HOLP we
uMa Cb3gaBaHemo Ha knocmepu B obaacmma Ha mypusma,
3emvegeauemo, 2opckomo cmonaHecmBo U erekmpomexHuye-
ckama npomuwaerocm. Mogkpena we noAyyu cv3gaBaHemo
Ha BucokomexHonozudeH napk B8 2p.MAoBguB. ToBa onpegeaa
Heobxogumocmma om U3NbAHEHUE Ha geliHocmu 3a noBuluia-
BaHe epekmuBHOCMMa Ha CbwecmByBawume BU3HEC YeAy2U
U BkalouBaHe Ha HOBU makuBa, BkAlouUMEAHO npegaazaHe Ha
cheuuaAusupaHu yeayeu 3a 2pynu MCI.

MoBuwaBaHe Ha gocmbna U us2pakgaHe Ha pe2ucHanHa u
MecmHa 6usHec uHppacmpykmypa

B 2onemume npomMuwAeHu ueHmpoBe B8 padioHa - MaoBguB, Ma-
puua, PakoBcku, Masapgkuk, Manazlopuwe, dumumpoBzpag,
Kopgkaau, XackoBo, CBuaeqzpag u gp. ce npegBukga cb3ga-
BaHemo Ha HOBU uAu pa3Bumue Ha cblecmByBawume Bu3HeC,
UHQYCMPUAAHU U MEXHOAO2UYHU 30HU U napkoBe. ViHmepBeH-
uuume we 6bgam HacouyeHu koM nogobpsBaHe Ha gocmbna
go npou3BogcmBeHume 30HU, BogocHabgABaHe, kaHaausauus,
npeyucmBaHe Ha omnagbuHume Bogu, BompewHa Mpexa om
nbmuwa/yauuu 8 npousBogcmBeHama 30Ha, 3axpaHBaHe C eA.
eHepaus, 3axpaHBate ¢ NpupogeH 2a3, gocrbn go UHMepHem,
ocueypABaHe Ha gocmbn go AozucmuyHU U ckaagoBu ycayeu u

ap.

Mpuopumem ,,Pa3Bumue Ha ycmoi4uBu dopmu Ha mypusvm
U Ha kyamypHume u mBopyeckume ungycmpuu 8 HOLIP“

Cv3gaBaHe Ha ycnoBuA u cmumyAupaHe pa3Bumuemo Ha pas-
AUYHU OPMU Ha mypu3bM

Pa3Bumuemo Ha mypusma 8 tOLIP uma Bce no-20AAM0 3HaueHue
3a ukoHomukama u 3aemocmma B8 padoHa. Kom 31.12.2012 2.
peaausupaHume npuxogu om Howly8ku 8 palioHa ca 8 pasvep
Hag 74 MAH. AB., npegcmaBaaBawuu 8,9% om obLuume npuxo-
gu 0m mypu3bM Ha cmpasama. Ha mepumopusma Ha tOLP ce

developed. Interventions will seek to improve access to indus-
trial zones, the water supply, sewerage, waste water treatment,
internal road/street networks within such zones, electricity
supply, gas supply, access to Internet, access to logistical and
warehouse services, etc.

Priority ,,Development of sustainable forms of tourism and
cultural and creative industries in the South Central Region”

Create conditions for and encourage the development of var-
ious forms of tourism

Tourism development in the SC Region is of increasing signif-
icance to the regional economy and employment. As at 31st
December 2012 the revenues from total number of overnight
stays in the SC Region amounted to over 74 million leva, which
makes 8,9% of the total national revenues of this type. 19% of
all shelter facilities and accommodation are located in the SC
Region — 524 of them.

Tourism is largely concentrated in the districts of Plovdiv and
Smolyan since they offer better conditions for winter/ski tour-
ism over the active season and for spa, cultural and historical
tourism, entertainment, business and congress tourism —on an
annual basis. The largest proportion of the shelter facilities in the
Region are based in Smolyan district — 48,3% (9,2% of the total
national level), followed by Plovdiv District with a share of 27%.
The largest contribution is made by the resorts of Pamporovo,
Chepelare, Hissarya, Velingrad, etc. A very limited number of
shelter facilities are to be found in the Haskovo and Kurdzhali
districts taken together - 14%, which translates into a small
share of overnight stays revenues — 9,5%.

Tourism in the Region tends to have a slant towards the win-
ter tourism and recreation and spa tourism. It should be not-
ed that in addition to the spa centres and resort zones in the
Rhodopes, the SC Region hosts numerous other natural and
anthropogenic zones and features — rivers and dams, caves,
natural phenomena, religious and cultural sites, settlements of
ethnographic significance, fixed cultural heritage sites and sites
of archaeological value, all of which can be used more fully to
diversify the tourist product and increase tourism revenues and
all-year-round employment. The Region hosts fixed cultural her-
itage sites of national and international stature: the Bachkovski,
Sopotski, Kaloferski monasteries and the Krustova Gora — Sveta
Troitsa Monasterial Complex; the Starosel and Perperikon Thra-

CTpYKTypa Ha MKOHOMMKaTa B KOKeH LeHTpaneH paiioH

Economic structure in South-central region

B CeKTop Ha ycyrure, Services
sector

W CeKTOp Ha MHAYCTpUATA,
Production sector

CEKTOp Ha Ce/ICKOTO CTONAaHCTBO,
Agriculture sector

U3mouHuk BBIT: MHcmumym 3a nasapHa ukoHomuka, 2009 2./ Source GDP: Institute for market economy
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Hamupam 19% om cpegcmBama 3a NogcAOH U Mecmama 3a
HacmaHABaHe B cmpaHama — 524 6p.

PasBumuemo Ha mypusma e KOoHugHmpupaHo npegumvHo 8
obracmume AoBguB u CmoaaH, nopagu npegocmaBaHume
no-gobpu ycAoBuA 3a 3umeH/cku mypusbM - CE30HHO UAU Ban-
Heonoxkku, kyamypHo-ucmopudecku, pasBaekameneH, busHec u
koHepeHmeH mypusbM - UeA020gULLHO. B 06aacm CmoaaH e
AokaAusupaHa Hail-eoAaMa yacm om cpegcmBama 3a NOgeAoH
Ha palioHa — 48,3 % (9,2 % om obuiua 6pol 3a cmpaHama),
cAegBaHa om obaacm [1A0BguB ¢ omHocumeneH gan om 27%.
OcHoBeH gan umam KypopmHume komnaekcu [MamnopoBo,
Yenenape, Xucaps, Beaunzpag u gp. B obaacmume XackoBo u
Kbpgkaruce Hamupa MHO20 Maabk gaa om cpegcmBama 3a
NOQYCAOH — 14%.

Typusmbm B padloHa ce omauyaBa ¢ egHocmpaHyuBo pas-
Bumue — gOMUHUpALL € 3uMHUAM pekpeamuBeH mypusbm U
6anHeonokkuam mypusbm. TpabBa ga ce ombenexku, ye ocBe
6anHeonokkume komnaekcu u kypopmHume 30Hu 8 Pogonume,
Ha mepumopuama Ha tOLP cowecmByBam u MHO20 gpyau
NPUPOGHU U aHMPONO2EHHU 30HU U dakmopu - peku u s#308upu,
newiepu, NPUPOGHU MECMHOCMU, PEAURUO3HO-KYAMYPHU 06ek-
MU, HaceAeHU Mecma ¢ emHo2padcko 3HaueHue, HegBuXumu
kyamypHu ugHHocmUu u 0bekmu ¢ apxeonozudecka cmodHocm,
koumo mo2am ga ce u3noA3Bam no-NbAHOUEHHO 33 PasHOO-
6pasABaHe Ha mypucmuueckua npogykm, 3a yBeauyaBaHe Ha
NpuXogume U 3a NOCMU2aHe Ha UeAo20gullHa 3aemocm. Tyk
ce Hamupam HegBukumu kyAmypHU UEHHOCMU C HauUOHaAHa
U MexkgyHapogHa u3BecmHocm: madacmupume — baukoB-
cku, Conomcku, Kanogepcku, Maxacmupckuam komnaekc
,KpbcmoBa 2opa-CB. Tpouua“ kamo nokaoHHUYECKU UEHMbLP;
mpakudickume kyamoBu xpamoBe 8 Cmapocen u Mepnepuko;
apxeonozuveckume pesepBamu ,CmapuHer MA0BguB™ u Xucaps;
Tpakuiickama 2po6Huua kpadl ¢. AnekcangpoBo; Tpakuiickama
2pobHuua u BusaHmuiicka kpenocm B ¢. Mesek; mpakutickomo
cBemuauwe npu c. Tamya; AHmudHUAM meambp B MAoBguB;
AceHoBama kpenocm; newepume CHexaHka, [1ABoAcko 2bpAo,
fleoguHcka u gp. foadma yacm om mesu mypucmuyecku 06ek-
mu ca pasBumu npegumHo kamo ,cnupku®. C o2reg ocuzyps-
BaHe Ha no-goAbe NPecmoli Ha NOCEMUMEAUME U ONMUMAAHO
U3noA3BaHe Ha NPUPOgHUME U aHMPONO2EHHUME gageHocmu
U pecypcu B patioHa, e uerecbobpasHo maxHomo BkalouBae 8
pe2uOHaAHU mypucmuyecku npogykm u N0 mo3u HauuH yBeau-
YaBaHe Ha NONYAAPHOCMMA UM.

0602amABaHeMO Ha 3UMHUA U 6aAHeoAoXKKusa mypusbM MoXe
ga ce 0CblecmBU Ype3 NPegaazaHe Ha pasAuyHU mypucmuye-
cku nakemu ¢ BoamokHocm 3a kombuHupaHe Ha BuHeH, npuk-
AoyeHcku u ekcmpemeH mypusbM, Cb4emaHu C NOCEWeHUs
3a 3ano3HaBaHe ¢ kyamypHU U npupogHu ueHHocmu B palioHa.
Coblwo maka palioHbm uma 3Ha4UMeAeH Hampynax onum u mpa-
guuuu B8 koHepecHua mypusoM — 2p. MAoBguB. CowecmByBam
nogxogawu ycaoBus U 3a pasBumuemo Ha cencku mypusbm
— 0c0beHo B Pogonume, kogemo ca CoxpaHeHu kyamypHume
Mpaguuuu U uMa nomeHuuaa 3a pasBumue Ha buosemegenue.

3a cmumyAupate pasBumuemo Ha pasAudHUME GOpPMU Ha my-
pu3bM U 3a pasHoobpasABaHe HAa mypucmuyeckus 0bAUK Ha
IOLIP ce npegBukgam uHmepBeHuuU, HacoueHu kom:

e onasBaHe, pecmaBpauus, koHcepBauus, couuauzauua U
NONYAAPU3UPaHe Ha HegBukumu, gBLKUMU U HEMamepuaAHu
kyamypHu ueHHocmu;

cian temples; the Ancient Plovdiv and Hissarya archaeological
reserves; the Thracian tomb by the village of Alexandrovo; the
Thracian tomb and Bysantine fortress near the village of Mezek;
the Thracian sanctuary near the village of Tatul; the Ancient
Theatre in Plovdiv; the Assenova Krepost Fortress; the caves
of Snezhanka, Dyavolsko Gurlo, Yagodinska, among others. A
large number of these tourist sites are developed primarily as
one-day trip destinations (mere ,stops®). In order to encourage
visitors to stay longer, and for optimal use of natural and anthro-
pogenic resources available in the Region, it is reasonable to
include them in a regional tourist product and advertise them as
such so as to increase their popularity.

Adding value to winter and spa tourism can be achieved through
offering various tourist packages allowing combinations of win-
ery, adventure travel and extreme tourism, on the one hand, and,
on the other hand, visits to cultural and natural heritage sites in
the Region. In addition, the Region has significant experience
and traditions in congress tourism, with Plovdiv as a destination.
There are suitable conditions to encourage the development of
rural tourism, especially in the Rhodopes, where cultural tradi-
tions are preserved and there is potential for organic farming.

Interventions aimed at the following are envisaged with a view
to promote tourism development and diversify the tourist image
of the SC Region:

« preservation, restoration, conservation, socialisation and
popularisation of fixed, non-fixed and intangible cultural heritage
features;

« building and reconstruction of infrastructure providing access
to cultural monuments and natural phenomena;

« creating specific tourism products and advertising them;

« organisation and delivery of cultural events.

Develop the cultural and creative industries

Events of national and international significance in the SC Re-
gion worth mentioning include: in the town of Plovdiv — the
International Chamber-Music Festival, the Verdi Festival, the
International Theatre Festival, the International Puppet Theatre
Festival, the International Graphic Studio Pleinair, the Ancient
Plovdiv International Painting Pleinair, Zlatnata Rakla Internation-
al TV Festival, International Folklore Festival, etc.; in the town
of Haskovo — National Violin-Player Competition with interna-
tional participation, the International Jazz Festival, the Festival
of Christmas Carols and Traditions; in the town of Dimitrovgrad
— National Days of the poet Penyo Peney, etc.

The development of cultural industries will improve the contem-
porary image of the towns in SC Region. Efforts will be focused
on measures and interventions contributing to electing Plovdiv
as Europe’s cultural capital for 2019, initiatives for establishing
creative industries incubators, development of cultural or ar-
chaeological reserves and ethnographic complexes.

Priority ,,Development of infrastructure for environmental pro-
tection and adaptation to climate change”

Enhance the quality of water supply infrastructure
and services

As regards the level of development of the water supply system
reached as at 31st December 2011 the South Central Region

* u3epakgade u pekoHcmpykuus Ha uHdpacmpykmypama 3a
gocmbN go naMemHuuU Ha kyamypama u npupogHu 3abeexku-
MmeAHoCMU;

* pa3pabomBaHe Ha peknama u cb3gaBaHe Ha cneuuduyHu my-
pucmusecku npogykmu;

* 0p2aHu3upaHe U npoBeXgaHe Ha kyAmypHU cobumus.

Pa3Bumue Ha kyamypHume u mBopuecku uigycmpuu

Mo-3Ha4umu kyamypHu npoABu u cobumus ¢ MeXgyHapogHo u
HauuoHaAHo 3HaueHue B8 tOLIP ca: 8 2p. MaoBguB - MexkgyHapog-
HuAm decmuBan Ha kamvepHama my3uka, ,Bepgu” decmuBan,
MexXkgyHapoges meampaneH decmuBan, MexkgyHapogeH kykae-
Ho-meampaneH GecmuBan, MeXgyHapogeH nAeHep Ha 2paduy-
Homo ameaue, MeXgyHapogeH naeHep no XkuBonuc ,CmapuHeH
MroBguB*, MexgyHapogeHn meneBusuoHeH GecmuBan ,3namHa-
ma pakna“, MeXgyHapoges GoakaopeH GecmuBan u gp.: 8 2p.
XackoBo - HauuoHaneH kokypc 3a uuzyAapu ¢ MeXgyHapogHo
yuacmue, MexkgyHapogeH gkas decmuBan, PecmuBan Ha kone-
gapckama neceH u obuyau; 8 2p. fumumpoBapag - HauuoHaAHu
gHU Ha noe3uama ,MeHbo MeHeB" u gp.

Pa3Bumuemo Ha kyamypHume uHgycmpuu we nogobpu coBpe-
MeHHUA umugk Ha 2pagoBeme B8 HOLIP. Yeuauama we Gbgam
HacoueHu koM peaausauuama Ha Mepku u gedHocmu, gonpu-
HacAwu 3a u3bopa Ha ep. MAoBguB 3a kyamypHa cmoauua Ha
EBpona npe3 2019 2., ocvbluecmBaBaHe Ha UHUUUamMuBU 3a Cb3-
gaBare Ha uHkybamopu 3a mBopyecku uxgycmpuu, 3a pa3Bu-
mue Ha KyamypHu, apxeoro2udecku pesepBamu u emHozpadcku
komnaekcu.

Mpuopumem ,PazBumue Ha undpacmpykmypama 3a ona3Ba-
He Ha okoAHama cpega u aganmupaHe KoM npomeHume Ha
knumama*“

MogobpaBane Ha BogocHabgumeAaHama undpacmpykmypa u
yeayau

Mo gocmueHama cmeneH Ha pa3Bumue Ha BogocHabgumen-
Hama mpexka kom 31.12.2011 2., tOLP e Ha nocAegHO MACMO
cpeg padioHume om HuBo 2 8 cmpaHama ¢ gAA Ha 06CAyke-
HOmMO HaceaeHue om 97,9% npu cpegHo 3a cmpadama 99,2%.
Om nemme o6Aacmu B8 palioHa camo HaceAeHUemo Ha obaacm
MroBguB e Ha 100% obcaykeHo om BogocHabgaBaHe. Had-npo-
6reMHa B8 moBa omHouweHue e obaacm Kopgkaau, kbgemo
egBa 88,7% om HaceneHuemo e cBop3aHo kbm cucmemama
3a BogocHabgnABate, cregBaHa om obracm CmonaH — 91,7%.
Mo-maako om 1% om HacereHuemo B palioHa e Ha peXum Ha
BogocHabgAaBaHe, kamo noumu U3UAAO € CbCpegomoyeHo B
obracm Kopgkaau. MpuopumemHo we ce nogkpensam ged-
Hocmu 3a u3zpakgaHe Ha HOBu BogocHabgumeAHu MpeXu 8
HeBogocHabgeHume ceauwa, B padioHume ¢ mypucmuyecku
nomeHuuaa, 8 3o0Hume 3a pa3Bumue Ha 6usHec, kakmo u mep-
ku 3a pekoHcmpykuua Ha couecmByBawiu BogocHabgumeAHu
MpeXku U 3a usgpakgade Ha B0gousmouHUuUU — A308upu 3a
BogocHabgABaHe u gp. MaaHupa ce gousepakgaHemo Ha A30-
Bup ,MAoBguBuu, 6AU30 go 2pag Pygosem, kolimo we nogobpu
cHabgaBaHemo ¢ numeiHa Boga Ha lokHama yacm Ha palioHa.

132pakgaHe u mogepHu3upaHe Ha kaHaausauuoHHa uHpa-
cmpykmypa u npeyucmBamenHa uHdpacmpykmypa 3a om-
nagHu Bogu

ranked last among the NUTS 2 regions in Bulgaria, the propor-
tion of population covered by the water supply system being
97,9%, whilst the national average was 99,2%. Of all five dis-
tricts in the Region the population of Plovdiv District only enjoys
the full 100% coverage. Kurszhali District remains most prob-
lematic in this respect where as little as 88,7% of the popula-
tion is linked to the water supply system, followed by Smolyan
District at 91,7%. Less than 1 % of the population is facing water
supply restriction regimes and it is almost exclusively concen-
trated in Kurdzhali District. Priority will be given to interventions
seeking to build new water supply networks in non-water-sup-
plied settlements, in areas with tourism potential, in business
development zones, as well as to measures for reconstruction
of the existing water supply system and building water sources,
such as dams, for water supply purposes, etc.

Build and modernise the sewerage infrastructure and the
waste-water-treatment infrastructure

As regards building sewerage networks the Region is in a more
favourable position. The proportion of the population covered by
the sewerage system as at 31st December 2012 was 71,3%.
Under this indicator too, the level of service coverage is the low-
est in Kurdzhali District — 43,9%, which is the lowest among the
districts nationwide, with the exception of Razgrad District which
scores even lower.

In the Region the picture of the coverage of population by waste
water treatment services is unfavourable — as little as 41.2% of
the population is covered, the national average being 55,7%. In
Kurdzhali District as little as 4% of the population is covered by
the service of waste water treatment plants, which is the lowest
in the country, the district being on a par with Vidin, Silistra and
Yambol.

The improvement of waste water treatment is a key priority for
the Region. Planned interventions are aimed at building further
sewerage infrastructure or modernising existing one, as well as
building and modernisation of waste water treatment infrastruc-
ture, all of which will lead to reduced water loss.

Improve waste management

The proportion of the population covered by a system of or-
ganised waste collection in the South Central Region is 98,8%.
The lowest level of population coverage is in Kurdzhali District,
where 94,3% are covered, while the highest level of population
coverage is achieved in Plovdiv District — 100%. Comparison
on a national scale singles out the districts of Vidin, Dobrich
and Shoumen as ones with lower proportion of coverage, which
is slightly below the national average (98,9%). Future interven-
tions will seek an all-round solution to waste-related problems
in the Region — building an efficient integrated waste manage-
ment system. The introduction of domestic waste processing
in regional depots will reduce the number of dumping grounds
in operation. In view of the tourism development potential, the
improved waste management will have an extremely beneficial
effect, including on small settlements, since it will improve the
quality of the environment.

Strengthen the network of protected areas and locations un-
der the Natura 2000 European network




HOXEH LIEHTPAAEH PAOH / SOUTH CENTRAL RE tOXEH LIEHTPAAEH PAOH / SOUTH CENTRAL REGION

[lenom Ha HaceaeHUemMO, 06CAYXKeHO 0m kaHaAu3auuUOHHa Mpe-
Xa kom 31.12.2011 2. e 71,3%. Mo mo3u nokasamen ¢ Hai-
Hucka obcaykeHocm e obracm Kopgkaau — 43,9%, koemo e
Hal-Huckama cmodHocm cpeg obaacmume B8 cmpadama caeg
0bracm Pasepag.

HebAazonpusmHa e cumyauusma 8 palioHa no OMHOWEHUE 06-
CAY)KEHOCM Ha HAaCeAeHUemO C npeyucmBameAHu cmaHuuu 3a
omnagHu Bogu — egBa 41,2% om HaceAeHuemo npu CpegHa 3a
cmpaHama cmodHocm 55,7%. B obaacm Kopgikaau oocaykeHo
om NCOB e 4% om HaceneHUemo, koemo e egHa om Had-Hucku-
me cmolHocmu B cmpaHama 3aegHo ¢ obaacmume  Bugu,
Cuaucmpa u AMBOA.

lNogobpABaHemo Ha npeyucmBaHemo Ha omnagHUmMe Bogu e
egud om kaloyoBume npuopumemu Ha patioHa. MAaHupaHume
gedHocmu ca Haco4eHu koM gouszpakgaHe U MOgepHU3upaHe
Ha kaHaAu3auuoHHa uHdpacmpykmypa, Ha npeyucmBameaHama
uHdpacmpykmypa 3a omnagHu 8ogu, kamo no mo3u HauuH we
Ce HavaAam 3az2ybume Ha Boga.

Mogo6paBane ynpaBreHuemo Ha omnagvbuume

98,8% om HaceaeHuemo Ha HOLIP e obcaykeHo om cucmema
32 0p2aHu3upaHo cmemocbbupare. G Had-Hucka cmodHocm
e obaacm Kopgkaau, kogemo e 06caykeHo 94,3% om Hacene-
HUemo, a ¢ Hal-Bucoka - obaacm MAoBguB, kogemo 100% om
HaceAeHuemo e 06x8aHamo om cucmemama 3a omnagouu. B
HauuoHaAeH Mauiab ¢ no-Hucbk % ca obaacmume BuguH, [106-
puy u LLlymeH. Bogewwume uHmepBeHuuU We ce Hacouam koM
komnagkcHomo pewuaBaHe Ha npobaemume, cBbp3aHu ¢ omna-
gouume B patioHa — uszpakgaHe Ha edekmuBHa cucmema 3a
UHMe2pupaHo ynpaBaeHue Ha omnagbuume. MpemuHaBaHemo
kom obpabomka Ha 6umoBume omnagouu B peauoHaAHu gena
wie Hamaau 6pos Ha dyHkuuoHupawume cvemuuwia. MpegBug
nomeHuuana 3a pasBumue Ha mypusama, nogobpABaHemo Ha
ynpaBAeHuemo Ha omnagouume we ce ompasu uskalouumen-
HO 6Aa2onpuAMHO, 8 m. u. B Maakume HaceAeHu Mecma, Ml
kamo e ce nogobpu kauecmBomo Ha cpegama.

VkpenBaHe Ha mpeXkama om 3awumeHu mepumopuu u Mmec-
ma om EBponeiickama mpexa ,,Hamypa 2000

IOLP e cpeg Hal-602amume Ha 6uopasHoobpasue palioHu
8 cmpasama. B He2o nonaga 2onAma 4acm om HauuoHaneH
napk ,LlenmpaneH bankat*, yacm om HauuoHareH napk ,Puaa“,
ueauAm macuB Ha Pogonume u yacm om naaHuHama Cakap.
Ha mepumopuama Ha patioHa ce Hamupam 11 pesepBama, 9

The SC Region is one of the most bio-diverse regions in the
country. A large portion of the Central Balkan National Park, the
Rila National Park, the whole massif of the Rhodope Mountain
Range and a portion of the Sakar Mountain fall within the remits
of the Region. As many as 11 reserves, 9 maintained reserves,
155 protected areas and 98 natural phenomena are located on
the territory of the Region. Interesting sites of nature include
Raiskoto Pruskalo and the Karlovo Waterfall, the Great Dz-
hendemski Waterfall, Suchurumskoto Pruskalo, Suvarcharsko
Pruskalo, the Suhata Pestera Cave, the Yuzhen Dzhendem Can-
yon, etc. The Balkan Mountain Range is the home to the largest
and oldest oak forests in Europe, to vast and abundant high-land
pastures. There are a total of 291 bird species registered in the
Rhodopes. As many as 90 of them are of preservation impor-
tance within Europe and 4 are endangered in global terms: the
Eastern Imperial Eagle, the Lesser Kestrel, the Corn Crake, the
Pygmy Cormorant. As many as 36 out of the 38 bird-of-pray
species residing in Europe can be found in the eastern range of
the mountain. The Eastern Rhodopes are one of the two natu-
ral refuge places for birds of prey in Europe. Over the millennia
specific and unique natural phenomena have emerged, such as
the caves in near the villages of Trigrad, Yagodina, Chepelare,
Orehovo, Mogilitsa, Orpheus’ Rocks near Smolyan, Chudnite
Mostove (the Marvellous Bridges), Chervenata skala (the Red
Rock), etc. The Sakar Mountain which falls within the remits of
Haskovo District is of environmental significance as a habitat of
the most endangered birds of prey in Europe and globally such
as the Eastern Imperial Eagle.

The natural and geographic features of the Region largely de-
termine the structure of its territory — 48,1% is agricultural land,
45,1% - forests, while the proportion of urbanised areas is low
— 3,9%, the national average being 5%. The SC Region is the
one with the largest number of Natura 2000 protected zones
— 44,5% of the designated areas in the country. The Region’s
share of protected areas is 6%, a larger share among NUTS 2
regions in Bulgaria being registered only by the South West Re-
gion. The improved management of existing protected areas is
among the top priorities as regards environmental protection.
This includes their institutional strengthening, as well as their
socialisation as sustainable tourist sites.

Remedy the consequences of industrial and domestic pollu-
tion and curb its emergence

The SC Region is among the regions with most polluted air
in the country. The main sources of pollution are: production
industries (metallurgy, the energy sector, mining and quar-
rying), road transport, thermal power plants, the wide use of
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noggopkaHu pesepBama, 155 3awumeHu mecmHocmu u 98
NPUPOgHU 3abereXkumeAHocmu. VIHmepecHU npupogHu 06ek-
mu ca Bogonagbm ,Palickomo npwbckaro, u ,KapaoBckuam
Bogonag,, fonam [DkeHgemcku Bogonag,, ,Cyuypymckomo
npuckano,, ,CyBayapckomo npuckano,, ,Cyxama newepa,,
JkaHboHom txken [Dkengem, u gp. Cmapa nAaHuUHa CoXpaHs-
B8a Hall-2onemume U cmapu 6ykoBu 2opu 8 EBpona, 06wupHU
u 6ozamu BucokonaaHuHcku nacuwa. B Pogonume ca peauc-
mpupaHu 06wo 291 Buga nmuuu. 90 ca npusHamu 3a BakHu
3a ona3Bate B EBpona, a 4 ca 3acmpawieHu B 2a0baneH mawab:
uapcku opea, 6erowuna Bempywka, AuBageH gobpgaBeu, Ma-
Nok kopmopaH/manka gaBoauua. 36 om 38-me Buga 2pabAuBu
nmuuy, cpewawyu ce 8 EBpona, mozam ga 6bgam omkpumu
8 usmoyHama yacm Ha nAaHuHama. VismouHume Pogonu ca
egHo om gBeme ecmecmBeHu ybeXula Ha 2pabAuBU nmuuu
B8 EBpona. Mpe3 xuadgoremusama B naaHuHama ca Bo3HukHaAu
cneuuduyHu u yHukaasu npupogHu mBopeHus, kakBumo ca ne-
wepume B8 palloHume Ha cenama Tpuzpag, A20guHa, Yenenape,
OpexoBo, Mozuauua, npupogHume deHomeru ,OpdeeBu ckaau,
kpad CmonaH, ,YygHume mMocmoBe,, ,YepBeHama ckaaa, u gp.
Cakap naaHuHa, kosmo nonaga Ha mepumopusma Ha obaacm
XackoBo, uma BakHo ekonozuuHo 3HauyeHue kamo Mecmoobu-
MaHue Ha Hail-3acmpaweHume 8 EBpona u cBema 2pabauBu
nmuuy, Hanp. uapckus opea.

lMpupogozeozpadckume ocobeHoCmMu Ha patioHa onpegeasm
xapakmepa Ha mepumopuama my — 48,1% 3emegeacku mepu-
mopuu, 45,1% - 20pcku U HUCHK gaA Ha ypbaHu3upaHume mepu-
mopuu — 3,9% npu cpegHo 3a cmpaHama 5%. IOLIP e patioHom
C Hal-Bucok npoueHm Ha 3awumeHu 304U no HATYPA 2000 8
cmpadama — 44,5%. [lexom Ha 3auWumeHume mepumopuu e
okono 6%, kamo ¢ no-Bucok gaa cpeg patioHume om HuBo 2 8
cmpaHama e eguHcmBeHo F03P.MogobpABaHe Ha ynpaBaeHue-
Mo Ha CollecmByBawume 3awumeHu mepumopuu e egud om
Hal-8akHume npuopumemu 8 06AacMma Ha npupogo3awuma-
ma. ToBa BkalouBa uHcmumyuuoHaaHomo um ykpenBaHe, kak-
MO U MAXHOMO couuaAusupaHe kamo obekmu Ha ycmoduuBus
MypU3bM.

MpemaxBaxe Ha nocAeguyume om UHgyCMpuanHu u 6umoBu
3amupcABaHuA u 02paHuyaBatemo um

IOLIP e egun om paidioHume B8 cmpaHama ¢ Had-BAoweHu ka-
yecmBa Ha ammocdepHuA Bb3gyx. OCHOBHUME USMOYHUUU Ha
3amopcABaHe ca: NpoOMUlIAEHUME gedHocmu (Memanypeus-
ma, eHepzemukama, gobuBHama NPOMULIAEHOCM), MbMHUAM
mpaHcnopm, monAoerekmpuyeckume ueHmpaau, wupokomo
usnoa3BaHe Ha mBbpgu 2opuBa (gbpBa u BvaAuwa) 3a 6u-
moB0 OMONAEHUE, HEOP2aHU3UPAHOMO NPaxoomgeAdHe Om
CMPOUMEAHU U PEMOHMHU gedHoCmU, HeGAa2oycmpoeHume
mepumopuu B HaceneHume mecma. TpaguuuoHHO NPOBAEMHU
30HU ca MroBguB, AceHoBzpag, umumpoBepag u Kopgkaau.
CbcmosAHuemo Ha noBopxHocmHume Bogu ce xapakmepuaupa
kamo MHo20 Aowo. CUAHO 3aMbPCEHU PEYHU y4acmbuu ca yc-
matxoBeHu no pekume Mapuua, TonoAHuua, Apga, Boya u Yenus-
cka. CowecmByBam npobAeMHU B paguauuoHHO OMHOWEHUEe
mepumopuL, cBbp3aHuU 2AaBHO ¢ gobuBa Ha MemanHu pygu. 3a
npeogoaaBae Ha mesu HezamuBu ce naaHupa npogbakaBaHe
Ha geliHocmume no pa3pabomBaHe U U3MbAHEHUE Ha Npo2pamu
3a ynpaBaeHue Ha kayecmBomo Ha Bb3gyxa, noBuwataHe yno-
mpe6ama U HacbpyaBaHe Ha npou3BogcmBomo Ha eKoAO2UYHO
yucmu 20puBa, npemaxBate Ha NocAeguUUUME OM Hepe2AaMeH-
mupaHume cMemuwia, npemaxBaHe Ha genama ¢ xepbuuugu u

solid fuel (wood and coal) for domestic heating, the unattended
dust-spread from building and repair works, the areas with no
amenities in settlements. Traditionally Plovdiv, Assenovgrad,
Dimitrovgrad and Kurdzhali are problematic zones. The state of
surface water is evaluated as very bad. Greatly contaminated
river sections are registered along the rivers of Maritsa, Topolnit-
sa, Arda, Vucha and Chepinska. There are areas with radiation
problem that have to do mainly with metal ore extraction. In or-
der to overcome these disadvantages, it is planned to continue
supporting: the development and implementation of air quality
management programmes, the increased use of environmen-
tally-friendly fuels and encouraging their production, elimination
of the consequences from the use of unregulated dumping
grounds and the removal of depots with herbicides; sustainable
management of agricultural land.

Prevent climate change hazards

As part of the overall assessment exercise on EU regions in
terms of their level of vulnerability to development challenges
by 2020 — globalisation, climate change, demographic change
and energy dependency - the South Central Region is classified
as a region of medium risk. Hazards associated with water ero-
sion, floods and landslides are higher than average. The share
of floods in the SC Region in the national floods picture is 33%,
the highest number of floods, respectively the highest level of
damages, being registered in Smolyan District.

In order to improve the environment-protection status of the Re-
gion, it is envisaged to support targeted interventions involving:
building and strengthening infrastructure and systems for pre-
vention of and tackling floods, landslides, fires and other natural
calamities, including the introduction of early warning systems
and systems facilitating contingency management. Bearing in
mind the specific features of the Region, priority will be given
to measures involving the restoration of irrigation-and-land-rec-
lamation (hydromelliorative) systems and implementation of
counter-erosion actions as a factor in flood prevention.

Adapting to climate change is of critical significance for the SC
Region so as to counter its negative impact on agriculture and
forestry, tourism development, the state of water resource and
the overall biological balance in the Region. Planned measures
and interventions seeking to mitigate the impact of climate
change in the course of implementing sectoral policies in the
Region will be all-round in nature. Projects to receive support
will be aimed at: building and reconstruction of water treatment
facilities, minimizing the emissions of contaminants in the air is-
sued by industrial sites, technological modernisation of produc-
tion processes, increasing the share of electricity produced by
Hydropower plants in the Region, increasing the consumption
of natural gas, reducing emissions from transport and optimi-
sation of transport schemes, increasing energy efficiency and
building new parking lots and bike lanes. Organic agriculture
(farming and livestockbreeding) programmes are to be imple-
mented with a view to reducing land and soil degradation and
conserving and restoring the Region’s biodiversity.

Support the transition to low-carbon economy
The energy infrastructure is very well developed in the SC

Region. It hosts the Maritsa 3 Thermal power plant based in
Dimitrovgrad which is coal-fuelled and produces 250-450 mil-
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ycmoQuuBo ynpaBaeHue Ha 3eMegeackume 3emu.
MpeBeHuus Ha nocaeguyume om Kaumamu4HUme npoMeHu

B obwama oueHka Ha peauoHume Ha EC no cmeneH Ha yAs-
Bumocm kom npegusBukamercmBama npeg pa3Bumuemo go
2020 2. - 2r0banu3auUAMa, KAUMamuYHUMe NpOMEHU, gemo-
2pacckume npomMeHU U eHepaudiHama 3aBucumocm, HkHusm
UeHmpaneH palioH ce oueHABa kamo palioH cbC cpegHa cmeneH
Ha ya3Bumocm. MoBuuweH e puckom om BogonAowHa eposus,
HaBogHeHUA U cBaayuwa. OmHOCUMeAHUAM gAA Ha HaBogHe-
Husma B8 tOLP om obwwuA 6pod 3a cmpaHama e 33%, kamo
Hal-MH020 HaBogHeHUs, CbomBemHO ¢ Hal-MHO20 Wemu, Npes
NOCAegHUME 20gUHU € UMano 8 06aacm CMOAAH.

3a nogobpnBate Ha ekonozuuHUA cmamyc Ha patioHa ce npeg-
Bwkgam ueneHacoueHu gedcmBus, cBbpsaHu ¢ uepakgaHe u
ykpenBaHe Ha uHdpacmpykmypa u cucmema 3a npegomepa-
maABaHe/6opba ¢ HaBogHeHus, cBAauuwa, nokapu u gpyau
NpupogHu begcmBus, 8 moBa YuUCAO cucmeMu 3a PaHHO npe-
gynpeXkgeHue U cucmeMu 3a nognomazaHe ynpaBaeHuemo npu
u3BbHpegHu cumyauuu. MpegBug cneuudukama Ha patioHa,
NpUOPUMEMHO We ce nognoMazam mepku, cBop3aHu ¢ Bb3-
cmaHoBaBaHemo Ha XugpomMeAuopamuBHUME cucmemu U npo-
BexkgaHe Ha npomuBoepo3uoHHU Meponpusmus kamo gakmo-
pu 3a npomuBogelicmBue Ha HaBogHeHUAMA.

Aganmauusma kKoM KaumamuyHume npomeHu € om Coluecm-
BeHo 3HaueHue 3a tOLP ¢ uea npegomBpamsABaHe Ha HezamuB-
HOmO UM BAuAHUE Bbpxy ceackomo u 20pckomo cmonaHcmeo,
Bopxy pasBumuemo Ha mypu3ma, BopXy CbCMOAHUEMO Ha
BogHume pecypcu U Ha 06womo 6uoA02UYHO paBHoBecue
B8 patioHa. MAaHupaHume mepku u gedHocmu, cBbp3aHu Cbe
cmekyaBade Ha BAusHUEMO Ha kAuMamuyHUMe NpoMEHU Npu
peaausupaHe Ha cekmopHume noAumuku B palioHa, we umam
komnaekceH xapakmep. LLie ce nogkpenam npoekmu 3a uszpaX-
gaHe u pekoHcmpykuus Ha cbopkeHusa 3a npeyucmBaqe Ha
Bogume, 3a ozpaHu4aBaHe Ha usnyckaHume 8 ammochepHus
Bo3gyx emucuu Ha BpegHu BewecmBa om NpOMULLIAEHUME
0bekmu u 32 mexHoAO2UYHO 00HOBAEHUE B npou3BogcmBeHu-
me npouecy, 3a yBeauyaBaHe geaa Ha npousBogcmBomo Ha
enekmpuyecka eHepaus om BEW 8 patioHa u 32 yBeauyaBaHe Ha
NomMpeBAEHUEMO Ha NPUPOQEH 2a3, 32 HamaraBaHe Ha eMucu-
ume OmM MpaHcnNopma U oNMUMU3UpaHe Ha MPaHCNOpMHUMe
CXemu, 32 noBuwaBaHe eHepaudHama epekmuBHocm U 3a u3-
2pakgaHe Ha HoBu napkuHau u BeaocunegHu aneu. lMpegBuxkga
C€ PeaausupaHemo Ha npozpamu 3a ekono2UYHO 3eMegenue u
»kuBomHoBbgcmBo ¢ UeA HamarABaHe gezpagauusama Ha 3emu-
me u no4Bume u 3a onasBate u BobacmanoBaBate Ha buopasHo-
06pasuemo B patioHa.

Mogkpena 3a npemunaBaxe koM HuckoBvzaepogHa
ukoHomuka

MHo20 goope pa3Buma 8 tOLIP e eHepaudiHama uHdpacmpykmy-
pa. B pailoHa e pasnorokeHa monaoeaekmpuyecka ugHmpana
TEL Mapuua 3 8 JumumpoBapag, koamo pabomu Ha BvaAauwia
u npousBexga 250-450 MuAuoHa kunoBamuaca eaekmpuuecka
eHepaus. [lobpa BbamoxkHocm 3a pa3Bumuemo Ha palioHa npe-
gocmaBs BvoBekgaHemo Ha BEI. baazonpuamHu ca ycaoBuama
3a usgpakgaHe Ha Maaku BEL| 8 naaHuHckume Yacmu Ha patioHa
— obaacmume CvoaaH u Masapgkuk. Tyk e usepageHa ,[TABELL
Yaupa, - Hall-eonsMama nomneHo-akymyAupawia UeHmpana

lion kWh of electricity. The introduction of Hydropower plants
(HPPs) is a good opportunity for the Region. There are suitable
conditions for building small-scale HPPs in the mountainous
area of the Region, in the districts of Smolyan and Pazardzhik. It
is here that the PAVETS Chaira station is built — the largest Hy-
dropower Plant in South-Eastern Europe. A large proportion of
the territory of the SC Region is perceived as zones where there
are natural conditions for the use of solar energy for electricity
generation — the districts of Plovdiv, Kurdzhali and Haskovo. In-
terventions to be supported will be aimed at increased energy
efficiency in the public and housing sectors, which includes
wide use of RES in public infrastructure and building and in the
housing sector. Implementing projects seeking to increase the
proportion of energy produced by HPPs will help the Region cut
on its vulnerability as regards climate change and will contribute
to the achievement of sustainable development.

The South Central Region hosts transit gas pipelines trans-
ferring natural gas for Greece and Macedonia. A number of
deviations from the trunk gas pipeline are built, which supply
settlements and industrial zones at some distance from it, such
as Pazardzhik, Plovdiv, Assenovgrad, Rakovski, Purvomaj, Dim-
itrovgrad and Haskovo. The gasification of new industrial zones
is planned, as well as an increase to the number of domestic
consumers on the territory of the South Central Region, which is
a prerequisite for reducing air pollution in the Region and saving
on primary energy. Special focus will be placed on gasification
of settlements with tourism development potential.

Support will be provided for the introduction of the electrification
approach to urban mobility and public transport — through the
introduction of local preferences and building a battery-charge
infrastructure for electric vehicles.

Priority ,Improve access to educational, health, social and
cultural service and sports“

According to data from the latest census, dating back to 2011,
the size of the population in the SC Region was 1479 373 peo-
ple, which makes 20,08% of the total population of Bulgaria. The
size of the population is larger in the South West Region only.
The population is unevenly distributed over the SC Region’s
territory, the mountainous and peripheral districts and munici-
palities near the border with the Republic of Greece being most
sparsely populated. The largest proportion of the population
is concentrated in Plovdiv District - 683 027 people, which is
almost half (46,2%) of the Region’s population. The smallest
proportion of the population lives in the districts of Smolyan
(121 752 people) and Kurdzhali (152 808 people), which cor-
responds, respectively, to 8,2% and 10,3% of the population
of the Region. Over the course of the 2007-2011 period, the
population of the SC Region decreased by 4,3%. The largest
decrease was registered in Pazardzhilk and Haskovo districts,
the lowest — in Plovdiv and Kurdzhali.

The negative tendencies as regards the natural increase of the
population in the Region, determined by low birth rate and rel-
atively high death rate, seem to be here to stay. These factors,
coupled with the impact of external migration, directly or indi-
rectly deteriorate further the demographic situation. In all dis-
tricts in the Region the natural growth rate of the population fol-
lows the tendency, valid for the entire country, of being negative;
it is only for Plovdiv District that the values are more favourable

8 t0zousmouna EBpona. loadma yacm om mepumopusma Ha
IOLIP nonaga 8 30Hu, kbgemo cbluecmByBam npupogHu ycAo-
BusA 3a U3noA3BaHe Ha cAbHYeBama eHepauA 3a npou3BogcmBo
Ha enekmpuuecka eHepaus — ooaacmume MaoBguB, Kopgkaau u
XackoBo. LLle ce nogkpenam gedHocmu, Haco4eHuU koM noBuuia-
BaHe Ha eHepaulHama epekmuBHocm B obuecmBeHuA cekmop
U KuAuwHuA cekmop, koumo BkatouBam wupoko usnoasBaHe
Ha Bv306HOBAEMa eHepaus B nybAuyHUME uHdpacmpykmypu u
cepagu U B kuAauwHus cekmop. PeaausupaHemo Ha npoekmu
32 yBeauyaBaHe Ha geaa Ha eHepausma, npousBegeHa om BEW
Wwe NomMo2He Ha paloHa ga HamaAu 3aBucumocmma om Kau-
MamuyHUMe U3MEHEHUA U e gONPUHECE 33 NOCMU2aHeMO Ha
ycmodyuBo pazBumue.

Mpe3 mepumopuama Ha tOLP npemuHaBa mpaHsumHusm 2a-
30npoBog, npeHacaAL npupogeH 2a3 3a Mpuua u MakegoHua.
I13epageHu ca MHOXecmBo OmKAOHEHUA OM Maz2ucmpaAHus
2a30npoBog, koumo cHabgaBam omganeyeHUMe OM He20 Ha-
CeAeHU Mecma U NPOMULWAEHU 30HU - Masapgxkuk, MAoBguB,
AceHoBepag, PakoBcku, MopBomad, AumumpoBepag u Xacko-
B0. MAaHupa ce 2asudukauuama Ha HOBU NPOMULLAEHU 30HU,
kakmo u HapacmBaHemo Ha 6umoBume aboHamu Ha mepumo-
pusma Ha KkHua ueHmpaneH patioH, koemo e npegnocmaBka
3a HamanABaHe Ha 3amobpcABaHemo Ha Bb3gyxa B patioHa u 3a
cnecmsABaHemo Ha nbpBuuHa eHepauA. CneuuaaHo BHUMaHUe
we ce 0bbpHe Ha 2asudukauusma Ha HaceAeHUMe Mecma C
nomeHuuaA 3a pa3Bumue Ha mypusma.

lMogkpena we noayyu eaekmpudukauusma Ha epagckama mo-
BuAHOCM U 2pagckusa mpaHenopm - upe3 BuBeXkgaHe Ha Mecm-
HU npedepeHuuu u uszpakgaHe Ha 3apagHa uHdpacmpykmypa
3a enekmpoMOBUAU.

Mpuopumem ,MogobpABaHe Ha gocmbna go 06pa3oBamennu,
3gpaBHu, couuanHu, KyamypHu ycayau u cnopm*

CbenacHo nocaegHomo npebponBade, u3BbpuieHo npe3 2011
2., HaceneHuemo Ha tOLIP HabposBa 1 479 373 gywu, koemo
npegcmaBaaBa 20,08% om 06WOmMo HaceAeHUe Ha cmpaHama.
Mo bpod Ha HacereHUeMO paliokbm e Ha BmMOopo MACMO CAeg
l03P. HaceneHuemo e HepaBHOMEpHO pasnpegeneHo Bopxy
mepumopuAma, kamo Hal-cAabo HaceneHu ca NAaHUHckume u
nepudepHU 30HU U 0BLWUHU No 2paHuuama ¢ Penybauka Mopuus.
C Hal-2onam bpol HaceneHue e obaacm MaoBguB — 683 027
gywu, koemo e noymu noroBuHama (46,2%) om HaceaeHue-
mo Ha palioHa. C Hall-Manbk bpol HaceaeHue ca obaacmume
Cmonat (121 752 gywiu) u Kopgkaau (152 808 gywu), coom-
BemcmBawwo Ha 8,2% u 10,3% om HacereHUemo Ha paioHa. B
nepuoga 2007-2011 2. HaceaeHuemo Ha tOLIP HamansBa ¢ 4,3%.
Hati-2onamo e HamaneHuemo 8 obracmume Masapgkuk u Xac-
koBo, a Hail-cAab0 - 8 MA0BguB u Kopgkanu.

YmBopkgaBam ce He2amuBHU gemozpadcku  meHgeHuuu,
u3pasAaBawu ce B Hucka pakgaemocm u OMHOCUMEAHO Buco-
ka cvopmHocm. Kov mesu ¢akmopu caegBa ga ce gobaBu u
Bo3gelicmBuemo Ha BoHwHama muzpauud, koamo npako u
kocBeHo Ccbwo gonpuHaca 3a BrowaBaHe Ha gemoezpadeka-
ma cumyauus. B8 Bcuuku obaacmu Ha palioHa ecmecmBe-
HUAM npupacm cAegBa obwama 3a cmpaHama MeHgeHuus
ga e ompuuameneH, kamo eguHcmBeHo 3a obaacm MA0BguB
CmoUHOCMUME Ca N0-6Aa20NpUAMHU OM Me3u 3a CmpaHama.
KoeduuueHmom Ha ecmecmBeH npupacm e Hai-Bucok B8 06aa-
cmume CmoAaH u XackoBo.

than the national averages. The natural growth rate is highest in
the districts of Smolyan and Haskovo.

The age structure of the population in the districts of the Region
is unfavourable. The size and share of aging population is grow-
ing, while the share of the younger generations is diminishing.
Around 15% of the Region’s population fall below the work-
ing-age mark, 63% form the working age group, whilst 22% are
above the working-age mark. Kurdzhali District enjoys the most
favourable age structure in the entire Region.

Compared to the national averages, the structure of the popu-
lation as regards education is more unfavourable — a relatively
low percentage of the population has secondary or higher ed-
ucation, while a large proportion of the population has basic
education or they have not completed their primary education,
or even never went to school.

In order to retain young people in the Region and increase birth
rate, strongest emphasis will be placed on the creation of suit-
able conditions for the development of human resources and
fulfilment of their potential, as well as on employment promotion
and increasing the income level.

Improve access to educational services

As at 31st December 2011 there were a total of 476 educational
institutions in the SC Region, the educational network compris-
ing 463 schools, 8 colleges (6 in Pazardzhik District, and 1 each
in the districts of Smolyan and Kurdzhali) and 5 universities and
specialised higher-education schools (all of which situated in
the town of Plovdiv). The proportion of children visiting kinder-
gartens in relation to the population aged 3 to 6 years is the
smallest (together with that in the SE Region). According to the
latest census the share of the population with basic education
(out of the total population of the Region) amounts to 24,6%,
which is higher than the national average at 21,6%; secondary
education is completed by 38,7% of the population. The pro-
portion of people with a higher-education degree is very low
—14,7% of the Region’s population, the national average being
18,3%. In all districts, except for Plovdiv District (18,1%), this
share has been staying below the 14% mark. The highest share
of people with basic education is registered in Kurdzhali District
—33,3%. The size of the ,never been to school* group is 24 212
people or 1,6% of the population of the Region. The situation is
most unfavourable in Kurdzhali District - 3,3%.

With a view to achieving the target in the Europe 2020 Strategy
and the respective National Reform Programme (2013-2015)
for early school dropout of 11% by 2020, interventions will
be aimed at early school leaving monitoring, intervention and
compensation in the case of early school leaving, as well as
work with teachers and parents. In order to achieve the objective
»Share of 30-34 aged population who completed their higher
education at 36% by 2020 in the SC Region, measures will be
envisaged to ensure accessibility of the higher-education sys-
tem — expansion of the opportunities for student scholarships
and credits, development of efficient models for higher-educa-
tion funding, establishing flexible education formats, promotion
of mobility within the education system etc.
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Bb3pacmoBama cmpykmypa Ha HaceneHuemo 8 obaacmume
0m pailoHa e HebaazonpuAmHa. HapacmBa 6poAm u gexom Ha
Bb3pacmHomo HaceAeHue 3a cmemka Ha moBa om mAagume
2eHepauuu. Okoao 15% om HaceaeHuemo B palioHa ca nog mpy-
gocnocobHa Bwapacm, 63% ca 8 mpygocnocobHa Bb3pacm, a
22% ca B8 HagmpygocnocobHa Bw3apacm. Hal-6aazonpuamHa
Bo3pacmoBa cmpykmypa 8 pamkume Ha palioHa npumexaBa
0bracm Kopgrkanu.

B cpaBHeHue cbC cpegHUMe CmolHOCMU 3a CmpaHama, 0bpa-
30B8amenHama cmpykmypa Ha HaceaeHuemo 8 HOLLP e no-Hebaa-
20NpUAMHA — OMHOCUMEAHO HUCbK NPOUEHM Ha HAaceAeHuemo
¢ Bucuue u cpegHo 06pasoBaHue U cbomBemHo Bucok npoueHm
Ha HaceAeHUEMO C OCHOBHO, HE3aBLPLLIEHO HaYaAHO 0bpa3oBa-
HUe U Huko2a He nocewwaBano yuuAuLle.

C 02neg 3agbpkaHemo Ha Maagume xopa B8 palioHa u noBula-
BaHe Ha pakgaeMocmma 0CHOBHA UgA We bbge Cb3gaBaHemo
Ha nogxogAawu ycAoBuA 3a pasBumuemo U peaausauusma Ha
yoBewkume pecypcu B patioHa u yBeauyaBaHe Ha paBHULLEMO
Ha 3aemocmma U goxogume.

lMogo6pABaHe Ha gocmona go 06pa30BameAHU yeAyau

Kom 31.12.2011 2. Ha mepumopuama Ha tOLIP ca pa3norokeHu
060 476 06pasoBamenHu uHecmumyuuu, kamo Mpekama 06-
xBawa 463 yquruwa, 8 koaexka (B obaacm Masapgkuk — 6, no
eguH B obaacmume CmoasH u Kopgkaau) u 5 yHuBepcumema
U Cneuuaausupadu Bucwu yyuauwa (Bcudku pasnoaokeHu 6 2p.
MroBguB). [dexom Ha geuama 8 [l cnpAaMo HacereHuemo Ha
Bo3pacm 3-6 20guHu € Had-Manok (3aegHo ¢ HOUP). CbeaacHo
NOCAGGHOMO NPedposABaHe genom Ha HAaceAeHUemo C 0CHOBHO
06pa3oBaHue (0m 0OWOMO HacereHue Ha patioHa) Bbaausa
Ha 24,6% - no-Bucok om cpegHus 3a cmpaHama (21,6%), coc
cpegHo — 38,7%. MHo20 Hucbk e bpoam Ha xopama ¢ Bucwe
06pa3oBaHue — 14,7% om HaceAeHUEmMO Ha pailoHa Npu cpegHa
3a cmpaHama cmoidxocm 18,3%. BbB Bcuuku obaacmu ¢ us-
kntoueHue Ha obaacm MaoBguB (18,1%) mo3u gan ce 3agbpka
nog 14%. Hati-Bucok e gexbm Ha Auuama ¢ 0CHOBHO 06pa3oBa-
Hue B 0bracm Kopgrkaau — 33,3% om HaceaeHUemO Ha palioHa.
(06xBambm Ha 2pynama ,Huko2a HenocewaBaau yquauwe” e 24
212 gywu, uau 1,6% om HaceaeHUeMO Ha patioHa. B HebAazo-
npuAmHo noaoXeHue e obaacm Kopgkanu — 3,3%.

C o02neg 3anokeHama 8 Cmpameaus ,EBpona 2020 Ha EC u
8 cbomBemHama HauuoHaaHa npozpama 3a peopmu (2013-
2015 2.) uea 3a gocmuzaHe Ha gan Ha npekgeBpeMeHHo Ha-
nycHaaume obpasoBameaHama cucmema om 11% go 2020 e.
uHmMepBeHuUme we 6ogam Haco4eHu KoM MOHUMOPUH2 Ha
npekge8peMeHHOMO HanyckaHe Ha yyuAuwe, uHmepBeHuus u
komneHcupaHe Ha npexgeBpeMeHHOMO HanyckaHe Ha Y4uAu-
we, kakmo u paboma ¢ yyumeau u pogumenu. 3a ocuaypaBa-
HE U3NbAHeHUemo Ha ueama ,JsA Ha 30-34 20guwWHUME Cbe
3aBoplleHo Bucuwie 06pasoBaHue — 36% go 2020 2.“ 8 HOLIP,
ce npegBwkgam Mepku 3a ocuzypABaHe Ha gocmbnHocm B
cucmemama Ha Bucwemo 06pa30BaHue - paswupsaBaHe Ha
Bo3mokHoCMuUMe 3a cmygeHmcku cmuneHguu U kpegumu,
paspabomBare Ha epekmuBHU MogeAu 3a uHaHcupaHe Ha Bu-
cuiemo 06pa3oBaHue, ymBopkgaBaHe Ha 2bBkaBu Gopmu Ha
06y4eHue, CMuMyAUpaHe Ha MobuAHocmma B8 cucmemama Ha
06pa3oBaHuemo u gp.

lMogo6pAaBane Ha gocrmbna go 3gpaBHu ycayzu

Cucmemama Ha 3gpaBeona3BaHemo B8 HOLIP e cpaBHumeAHo

Improve access to healthcare services

The healthcare system in the SC Region is relatively well devel-
oped. As at 31st December 2011 inpatient care is comprised
of 67 hospitals with a total capacity of 9 620 beds, whilst
outpatient care is comprised of 338 medical establishments,
such as diagnostics and consultation centres, medical centres,
independent medical diagnostic and medical technical laborato-
ries, dental centres and medical dental centres. Around 65% of
the hospitals in the Region are concentrated in the districts of
Plovdiv and Pazardzhik. AS regards the provision of services
in outpatient care in the peripheral and remote settlements in all
districts a deficit of healthcare services and insufficiently well
organized medical care is registered. In order to improve the
provision of medical services and the healthcare infrastructure
in the SC Region, support will be provided for reconstruction,
renewal and equipment of healthcare establishments, as well as
for improving the emergency care system.

Improve access to social services

So as to improve the effectiveness of social services the plan is
to implement interventions seeing to optimise social services as
part of the deinstitutionalization policy. As regards specialised
institutions providing social services to children interventions
within the scope of the Strategy for Deinstitutionalization of
Children will be supported. As regards specialised institutions
providing social services to elderly people investments will be
made in improving the conditions and services they offer, as
well as for transition of the latter to community-based services.

Improve access to cultural services

The SC Region has a rich cultural and historic heritage. The
number of fixed cultural heritage sites is 5 275, their relative
share in national picture being 17.9% of all fixed cultural heri-
tage sites. There are 287 cultural monuments of national sig-
nificance on the territory of the Region. They include architec-
ture-and-construction monuments from antiquity and the Middle
Ages, historical monuments, monuments of the arts and archi-
tecture, old-times Bulgarian realia, archaeological monuments.
Vassil Levski’s House in Karlovo belongs to the fixed cultural
heritage sites labelled ,European Cultural Heritage*, which is an
undisputable incentive for tourism development in the region,
especially after the inclusion of the site in the European cultural
routes. The Region hosts sites belonging to the Via Diagonalis
and Eastern Trans-Balkan Road cultural corridors. There are 8
libraries, 8 cinemas, 8 theatres, 8 municipal art galleries and 35
museums on the territory of the Region. Itis planned to invest in
reconstruction and modernization of the cultural infrastructure
and improve the access to cultural and historic sites so as to
increase the number of visitors.

Improve access to sports

In order to improve the physical fitness and health status of the
population of the Region, repair works and modernisation of ex-
isting, as well as building new, sport infrastructure sites for pro-
fessional and amateur sport in settlements will be supported.
Enhance personal development and improve the quality of the
workforce

gobpe pasBuma. Kom 31.12.2011 2. 6oAHUYHaMa nomMouwl, pas-
noAaza ¢ 67 6oAHUYHU 3aBegeHus ¢ kanauumem o6wo 9 620
Ae2Aa, a U3BLHBOAHUYHAMA NoMOLL - ¢ 338 3aBegeHus — guazHo-
cmuyHo-koHcyAmamuBHU ueHmpoBe, mMeguuuHcku ueHmMpoBe,
camocmosAmeAHu Meguko-guagHoCmuYHU U Meguko-mexHuYe-
cku Aabopamopuu, geHmanHu ugHmpoBe U Meguko-geHmanHu
ueHmpoBe. Okoro 65% om GoaHUYHUME 3aBegeHus B palioHa ca
cbcpegomoyeHu B obracmume MaoBguB u Masagpkuk. B npe-
gocmaBaHemo Ha ycAyeu B cucmemama Ha u3BoH60AHUYHama
nomMou B nepudepHUME U OMganeyeHUMe HaceAeHU Mecma Ha
Bcuuku 0bracmu ce HabalogaBa Hegocmug Ha 3gpaBHu ycayeu u
HegocmambyHo gobpa op2aHu3auus Ha MeguuuHckama nomouw,
u 2puxku. G uea nogodpaBaHe kayecmBomo Ha MeguuuHckomo
obcaykBae u uHGpacmpykmypama Ha 3gpaBeonasBaHemo 8
IOLIP ce naaHupa pekoHcmpykuus, 06HoBABaHe U 0bopygBaHe
Ha AeyebHU U 3gpaBHu 3aBegeHus, kakmo u nogkpena Ha cuc-
memama 3a cneluHa MeguuuHcka nomou,

Mogo6pABane Ha gocmbna go CoUUanHU YCAy2U

3a noBuwaBaHe epekmuBHocmma Ha COUUAAHUME YCAy2U €
NAGHUPAHO U3NMbAHEHUEMO Ha geliHOCMU 33 ONMUMU3UPAHe Ha
CcouuaAnHume ycayeu 8 pamkume Ha noaumukama 3a geuHcmu-
MyuuoHaAu3auus. Mo OMHOLWEHUE HA CNeuuaAu3upaHume UH-
CMumMyuuu 3a npegocmaBaHe Ha CoUUaAHU ycAyau 3a geua we
ce nogkpendam gedHOCMU, NPOU3MUYAWU OM  Cmpameauama
3a geUHCMUMYUUOHaAU3aUUA Ha geuama. Mo omHoweHue Ha
CNeuUaAU3UpaHUme UHCMUMyuuu 3a npegocmataHe Ha couu-
AAHU YCAy2U 32 Bb3pacmHu xopa Wwe ce uHBecmupa 8 nogobps-
BaHe Ha ycaoBuAma U ycayaume B8 msx, a Collo U 8 mpaHcdop-
MUpaHemo uM B ycayau, u3BopuiBaHu B8 obwHocmma.

Mogo6pAaBane Ha gocmbna go kyamypHu ycayau

IOLIP e patioH ¢ 602amo kyamypHo-ucmopudyecko HacaegemBo.
Bpoam Ha HegBwkumume KyamypHu ugHHocmu e 5275, koemo
8 omHocumeneH gaa e 17,9% om Bcuuku HegBukumu kyamyp-
HU UeHHocmu B cmpaHama. Ha mepumopusma Ha palioHa ce
Hamupam 287 namemHuuu Ha kyamypama ¢ HauUOHaAHO 3Ha-
yeHue. Mo Bug me cnagam koM apxumekmypHO-CMpoUMeAHU

As at 31st December 2012 the employment rate for the pop-
ulation aged 20 to 64 years in the SC Region at 61,2% was
lower than the national average at 63% and the EU-27 average
at 68,5%. The highest employment rate is the case in Plovdiv
District - 60%, while the lowest — in Pazardzhik District at 52,4%.
The unemployment rate for the population aged 15 to 64 years,
compared to the remaining NUTS 2 regions, was relatively high
at 14% for 2012 and higher than the EU-27 average at 10,5%.
The highest unemployment rate was observed in Smolyan
District (21,9%), followed by Pazardzhik District (18,3%). The
lowest unemployment rate is to be found in Kurdzhali — 9%. The
district is in one of the leading positions in the country in terms
of low unemployment following Sofia City, Greater Sofia and
Stara Zagora districts.

The 2010 total household income per capita in the SC Region
was 3 485 leva, the national average being 3 648 leva. Salaries
are still the main source of income for households.

In order to enhance personal development and improve the
quality of the workforce in the SC Region, measures and in-
terventions are envisaged seeking to enhance the knowledge
and skills of the workforce, promote life-long learning, acquire
competencies corresponding to labour market needs, strength-
en the links and improve the cooperation between higher edu-
cation, research and the business. The integration of the largest
possible number of people in the labour market requires spe-
cial focus on the groups with lower inclusion potential such as
youth, disadvantaged people and the long-term unemployed.
The introduction of contemporary forms of labour organisation
to facilitate the adaptation of employees and enterprises to the
change and securing health and safety at work are important
factors for increased labour productivity too.

Priority ,,Strengthening the administrative capacity at regional
and local levels for the benefit of the public and businesses”

Delivering on the vision about the desired state of the Region is
directly related to the competencies of regional and local insti-
tutions to develop and implement regional and sectoral policies,

KoedurumeHT Ha KOHOMMYECKa aKTUBHOCT B KOXKeH LieHTpaneH paiioH 3a nepuoga 2008-2012r. B %
Economic activity coefficient for the South Central Region for the period 2008-2012, %
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namemHuuu om aHmuyHocmma u cpegHoBekoBuemo, ucmopu-
yecku namemHuuu, xygokecmBeHo-apxumekmypHu namemHu-
LU, HAPOgHU CMapuHU, apxeoAozudecku navemHuuu. Kowama
Ha Bacua AeBcku B KapaoBo npunagaexku ko HegBukumume
kyamypHu ueHHocmu ¢ mabeaa 3a ,EB8poneticko kyamypHo Ha-
cAegemBo’, koemo e 6e3cnopeH cmumyA 3a pasBumue Ha pa-
{loHa, 0cobeHo caeg BkalouBaHemo Ha obekma B8 eBponedcku
kyamypHu mapwipymu. Ha mepumopuama Ha patioHa uma 06ek-
mu, nonagawu 8 kyamypHume kopugopu ,Bua [luazoHaauc u
J3moyeH mpatcoankacku nom®. B HOLIP ca pasnonokeHu 8
6ubauomeku, 8 kuna, 8 meamopa, 8 obwuHcku xygokecmBeHu
2anepuu U 35 mysed. MaaHupa ce pekoHcmpykuua u MogepHu-
3auuA Ha kyamypHama uxdpacmpykmypa u nogobpsaBaHe Ha
gocmbna go kyamypHo-ucmopuyeckume obekmu, koemo we
yBeaudu maxHama nocewaemocm.

MogobpsABaHe Ha gocmbna go cnopm

3a nogobpsaBaHe Ha (usuyeckama akmuBHocm u 3gpaBHus
cmamyc Ha HaceneHuemo 8 palioHa Wwe ce nogkpens PeMoHM U
MOQepHU3UpaHe Ha coliecmByBawume, kakmo u uszpakgaHe
Ha HOBu 0bekmu Ha cnopmHama uHgpacmpykmypa 3a npode-
CUOHaAeH cnopm u cnopm 8 cBobogHomo Bpeme B HaceaeHume
Mecma.

Pa3Bumue Ha AuyHOCMMa U nogobpsABaHe Ha kauecmBeHume
xapakmepucmuku Ha pabomHama cuna

Kom 31.12.2012 2. koeduuueHmom Ha 3aemocm Ha HaceAeHue-
mo Ha Bv3pacm 20-64 2. B OLIP Bv3Auza Ha 61,2% - no-HUCLK
0m CcpegHus 3a cmpaHama - 63% u 3a EC-27 — 68,5%. Haii-8u-
cok e koeuuueHmbm Ha 3aemocm (Ha HaceAeHUemo Ha Bb3-
pacm 15-64 2.) B obaacm MMaoBguB — 60%, a Hal-Hucok — B
obaacm Masapgkuk — 52,4%. PaBHuwemo Ha bespabomuua Ha
HaceaeHuemo Ha Bb3pacm 15-64 2. 8 palioHa B cpaBHeHue ¢
0cmaHaaume palioHu om HuBo 2 e omHocumeAHo Bucoko - 14%
(322012 2.) — no-Bucoko om moBa 3a EC-27 — 10,5%. Hai-Bu-
coka e beapabomuuama 8 o6aacm CmonaH — 21,9%, caegBata
om obaacm Masapgkuk — 18,3%. Had-Hucbk e koeduuueHmom
Ha 6espadbomuua 8 obaacm Kopgkaau — 9%. Obaacmma e Ha
€gHO 0M YeAHUMeE Mecma B cmpaHama no Hucka 6espabomuua
caeg obracmume Codus, Coguiicka u Cmapa 3azopa.

06wuAm goxog cpegHo Ha Auue om gomakuhcmBomo 3a 2010
2. B 1OLP e 3 485 AB. npu cpegHa 3a cmpaHama cmodHocm 3
648 8. Pabomxama 3anaama npogonkaBa ga dbge 0CHOBEH
U3MOoyHUK 32 goxogume Ha gomakuHcmBama.

3a pa3Bumuemo Ha AuYHOCMMA U NogobpsBaHe Ha kayecmBe-
Hume xapakmepucmuku Ha pabomHama cuaa 8 KOLP ce npeg-
Buwkga usnoAHeHUeMO Ha Mepku U gedHocmu 3a noBuwaBaHe
Ha 3HaHUAMA U YMeHUAMa Ha pabomHama cuaa, HacbpyaBae
Ha yyeHemo npe3 ueaus kuBom, npugoduBaxe Ha komnemeHm-
Hocmu B cbomBemcmBue ¢ nasapa Ha mpyga, ykpenBaHe Ha
Bposkume U nogobpaBaHe Ha CbmpygHuyecmBomo meXgy
Bucwemo 06pa30BaHue, HayyHUME U3CAegBaHUA U BusHeca.
/lHmeapupaHemo Ha BbamoXHO Hal-20AaM 6pol xopa kbM
nasapa Ha mpyga B8 padloHa usuckBa cneuuanHo BHuMaHue
kom 2pynume ¢ Hati-Hucka BoamokHocm 3a BkalouBaHe kamo
MAageXume, 2pynume 8 HepaBHOCMOOHO NOADKEHUE U gbA20-
CpOYHO bespabomHume. BoBexkgaHemo Ha cbBpemeHHU Gopmu
Ha 0p2aHuU3auuA Ha Mpyga 3a No-AeCHa aganmauus Ha pabom-
Huuume, caykumeAume U npegnpusmuama kbM npomeHume

as well as their project management capacity and capacity to
provide services to the public and the local business.

Increase the capacity to impact the development of

the Region

Interventions and measures aimed at enhancing the skills for de-
sign, management and monitoring of projects and programmes,
improving the quality of administrative services provided by
municipal and district authorities to the public and the business
and strengthening the capacity for development of public-private
partnerships (PPPs) in various branches of the economy, the
social sector and PPPs for infrastructure development will be
supported.

Priority ,Development of cross-border co-operation and mo-
bilising the potential of peripheral border areas”

Three of the districts in the SC Region — Smolyan, Kurdzhali
and Haskovo — share a border with neighbouring Greece and
Turkey and can participate in cross-border cooperation with set-
tlements on the other side of the Bulgarian border. Initiatives to
support are aimed at environmental protection, cultural resource
management and the introduction of various forms of alterna-
tive tourism, cooperation in the fields of education, healthcare,
social welfare, promotion of employment and entrepreneurship
among youth and women, improvement of road and railroad in-
frastructure, encouraging the cooperation between science and
research, technological and academic institutions and business
organisations. The projects to implement will work towards an
increased attractiveness of the cross-border areas for the peo-
ple who live and work there, as well as towards a strengthened
interest on the part of strategic investors.

Priority ,,Development of inter-regional and
transnational cooperation”

The participation of the SC Region in inter-regional and trans-na-
tional cooperation programmes on the European level will en-
courage experience and best practice exchange among public
institutions, companies and NGOs through the implementation
of projects of mutual interest. Interventions will include partner-
ships and joint action on issues of strategic importance such
as innovation and entrepreneurship promotion, preservation
and improvement of the environment, Information Technologies
and Communications (ITC) development, improved accessibil-
ity with a view to achieve increased quality of the processes of
spatial, economic and social integration.

Priority ,Integrated and sustainable urban development and
improvement of intra-regional connectivity*

Integrated and sustainable urban development

There are 1306 settlement is the South Central Region — 54
towns and 1252 villages. The urbanisation rate (urban popu-
lation) in the region at 66,7% is close to the national average
(72,5%), the Region being with low extent of urbanisation. There
are 54 towns (the largest number compared to the remaining re-
gions) but only 9 of them exceed 20 thousand people in terms of
population. The largest town within the Region is Plovdiv (sec-
ond largest in Bulgaria) with a population of 338 153 people.
There are four medium-sized towns of over 30 thousand people
and they are the centres of the districts of Haskovo with 76 397

U ocu2ypABaHemo Ha 6e3onacHu U 3gpaBocAoBHU ycAoBus Ha
mpyg cbwo ca BaxkHu ycroBus 3a noBuwaBaHe npousBogumen-
Hocmma Ha mpyga

Mpuopumem ,MoBuwaBane Ha agMmuHucmpamuBHuA kanauu-
mem Ha pe2uoHanHo u MecmHo HuBo B noA3a Ha zpakgaHume
u 6usHeca“

MocmuzaHemo Ha BuauAma 3a »KeAaHOMO CbCMOAHUE Ha pa-
ioHa e npsko cBobp3aHo ¢ KoMNemMeHUUUME Ha pe2uoHaAHUme
U MECMHU UHCMUMYUUU 32 pa3pabomBaHe U peausauus Ha
peauoHaAHama u cekmopHu noAumuku, kakmo u ¢ kanauumema
3a ynpaBaeHue Ha npoekmu u 06cAaykBaHe Ha 2pakgaHume u
MECMHUA BU3HEC.

MoBuwaBauxe Ha kanauumema 3a Bv3gedcmBue Bupxy pas-
Bumuemo Ha pailona

LLle ce nogkpenam gedicmBusa u Mepku, Haco4eHu Kom noBuwa-
BaHe Ha ymeHusma 3a nogzomoBka, ynpaBaeHue u KOHMpOA Ha
npozpamu U npoekmu, kom nogobpABaHe Ha kauecmBomo Ha
npegaazaHume agmuHucmpamuBHU ycayau om obuwuHckume
U 0bracmHUME agMuHUCMpauuu 3a 2pakgaHume U busHeca
U kom noBulwaBaHe Ha kanauumema 3a pa3Bumue Ha nyeAuY-
HO-YaCmHU napmHovopcmBa B pasauyHu chepu Ha ukoHomuka-
ma, uHdpacmpykmypama u couuarHama cgepa.

Mpuopumem ,PasBumue Ha mMpaHC2paHU4YHOMO CbmMpyg-
HuvecmBo u MoBUAUUpaHe NOMeHuuana Ha nepudepHume
2paHuyHU mepumopuu’

Tpu om o6aacmume B tOLIP — CmoaaH, Kopgkaau u Xacko-
B0, umMam obuWa 2paHuua CoC cbcegHume gopkaBu Mopuua u
Typuus U Mo2am ga yyacmBam 8 mpaHcapaHu4yHo CompygHU-
yecmBo C HaceAeHU Mecma 0m gpy2ama CmpaHa Ha 2paHuua
B8 palioHa 3a mpaHcepaHuYHo compygHuyecmBo. MpegBukga
ce nogkpena Ha uHuuuamuBu 3a onasBaHe Ha okoaHama cpe-
ga, 32 ynpaBaeHue Ha kyAmypHUMe pecypcu U npuAagaHemo Ha
pasAUYHU GOPMU HA aAmepHamuBeH mypu3bM, 3a CompygHU-
yecmBo B obracmma Ha 06pa30BaHuemo, 3gpaBeonasBaHemo
U COUUAAHOMO BAa2ocbemosHue, 3a nogkpena Ha 3aemocmma
U npegnpuemayecmBomo Cpeg MAagume xopa U XkeHume, 3a
NnogobpABaHemo Ha nbmHama U kere3ombmHama mpexa u
omkpuBaHe Ha HOBU 2paHuYHU NPexogu, 3a N0gobpeHue Ha me-
AekomyHukauuoHHama uHgpacmpykmypa, 3a HacbpyaBaHe Ha
cbmpygHu4ecmBomo Mexkgy HayuHo-uscaegoBamencku, mex-
HOAO2UYHU U akageMuyHU UHCMUMYUUU U BU3HEC 0p2aHu3auuu.
Peanusupaqume npoekmu u uHuuuamuBu we cogelicmBam 3a
noBuwatae npuBrekameAHOCMMa Ha MpaHc2paHUYHUMe me-
pumopuu 3a xopama, koumo >kuBeam u pabomam mam, kakmo
U 3 3acUABaHe Ha UHMepeca Ha cmpameauyeckume UHBecmu-
mopu.

Mpuopumem ,,Pa3Bumue Ha meXgype2uoHaAHOMO U MpaHc-
HaUUOHAAHOMO CbmpygHUYecmBo”

Yyacmuemo Ha tOLUP B8 npozpamu 3a MeXgypeauoHaAHO U
MpaHCHAUUOHaAHO CbmpygHudecmBo Ha eBponelcko HUBO
we cmuMyAupa 0bMeHa Ha onum u gobpu npakmuku megy
NyBAUYHU UHCMUMYyUu, Gupmu U HenpaBumeacmBeHu opza-
HU3aUUU, YPe3 pearu3upaHemo Ha npoekmu om 06U UHMEPEC.
iHmepBeHuuume BkalouBam napmHoopcmBa u cbBmecmHu
gelicmBus no Bbnpocu om cmpameauyecko 3Ha4eHue - Hacbp-

residents, Pazardzhik with 71 979 residents, Kurdzhali with 43
880 residents and Smolyan with 30 642 residents. There are
another four towns with over 20 000 people population which
complement and balance the picture with medium-sized towns
and district centres — these are Assenovgrad (50 846 people),
Dimitrovgrad (38 738 people), Karlovo (23 075 people) and Vel-
ingrad (22 602 people).

According to the National Concept Note on Spatial Development
of the Republic of Bulgaria (2013-2025) there is no town or
city of first hierarchic level (Level 1) within the Region. There is
only one town ranked as second hierarchic level, Plovdiv, a town
of national/transnational significance according to the European
Classification of Functional Urban Areas (FUA). It is also the
first of the large Bulgarian towns which serves as a link between
the European Union and Turkey and the Middle East. For the
south-eastern reaches of the Region the back-up role can be
assigned to Haskovo, which acts as an EU gate as such (the
first district centre upon entry of the EU). The towns classified
as third hierarchic level, medium-sized towns and centres of
regional importance to the SC Region, are the district centres
Pazardzhik, Smolyan, Kurdzhali, Haskovo. In the event of ap-
propriate development the town of Pazardzhik has the potential
to be upgraded to NUTS 2 level. Other medium-sized towns at
third level (Level 3) playing an organising and stabilising role in
the Region are the towns of Karlovo, Assenovgrad and Dimitro-
vgrad. The fourth-level towns — small towns of micro-regional
significance — are Panagyuriste, Septemvri, Velingrad, Rakito-
vo, Peshtera, Sopot, Hissarya, Rakovski, Stamboliiski, Sadovo,
Parvomaj, Momchilgrad, Krumovgrad, Kirkovo, Harmali, Svilen-
grad, Zlatograd, Devin, Topolovgrad, Ivailovgrad, Madan, Che-
pelare and Dospat.

Areas regarded as peripheral include the southern part of the
Rhodope mountainous and border areas and some of the Sred-
na Gora and Thracian areas. The Level 4 towns of Panagyuriste,
Svilengrad, Ivailovgrad, Zaltograd, Devin and Velingrad deserve
to be stimulated in order to perform their organising role in the
peripheral rural, mountainous and border areas. The peripher-
al areas in the southern reaches of the Rhodopes are likely to
remain problematic, where the towns of Dospat, Madan and
Krumovgrad have not got the potential to join with an improved
profile and back up for Smolyan and Kurdzhali.

The major urbanisation axes in the Region are linked to the main
European transport corridors and are as follows: primary axis
North West — South-East: Sofia-Plovdiv- Haskovo - Svilengrad
and secondary axes North — South: Veliko Turnovo — Stara Zag-
ora — Dimitrovgrad — Haskovo — Kurdzhali — Makaza and Plovdiv
— Assenovgrad — Smolyan.

In the future it is of particular significance for the SC Region to
encourage the development of large towns that generate growth
and provide connectivity with central towns from other regions.
It is envisaged to support Level 4 small towns that offer em-
ployment and basic services to more than one municipality, as
well as Level 5 municipal centres, preferably in peripheral and
border areas.

Atotal of seven towns in the SC Region are in the process of de-
veloping Integrated urban regeneration and development plans
- Plovdiv, Karlovo, Pazardzhik, Haskovo, Kurdzhali, Smolyan
and Velingrad. It is envisaged that such plans are developed for
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yaBaHe Ha uHoBauuume u npegnpuemayecmBomo, onas3BaHe
U nogobpnABaHe Ha okoaHama cpega, pa3Bumuemo Ha komy-
Hukauuume U uH$OPMaUUOHHUME MEXHOAO2UU, NogobpABaHe
Ha gocmbnHocmma ¢ ueA noBuwaBaHe kauecmBomo Ha npo-
Uecume Ha mepumopuaAHa, ukoHomMuyecka u couuaAHa uHme-
2pauus.

Mpuopumem ,Mogkpena 3a uimezpupaxo u ycmoiyuBo 2pag-
cko pa3Bumue u nogobpABaHe Ha BbmpewHopezuoHaAHama
cBvp3aHocm*

lhmezpupano u ycmoi4uBo 2pagcko pasBumue

HaceneHume mecma 8 HxkeH ugHmpaneH paiioH ca 1306 — 54
2paga u 1252 cena. CmeneHma Ha ypbaHusauua e 66,7%, npu
cpegHa cmodHocm 3a cmpadama 72,5%, kamo palioHom ce
Hapexkga B epynama Ha palioHume C no-cAaba ypbaHuaupa-
Hocm. Ha mepumopuAma Ha pailoHa uma 54 2pagcku ugHmb-
pa (Had-MH020 om Bcuyku palioHu), HO camo 9 om max ca ¢
HaceneHue Hag 20 XuA.gywu. Had-2onemuam 2pag Ha mepu-
mopuAma Ha padoHa e 2pag MroBguB (Bmopu no 2oremuHa 8
cmpaHama) ¢ HaceaeHue 338 153 g. Vima uemupu cpegHu 2paga
Hag 30 xuA. g., ueHmpoBe Ha obracmu — XackoBo — 76 397 g.,
Masapgkuk — 71 979 g., Kopgkaau — 43 880 g., u Cmonan — 30
642 g. ima owe yemupu 2paga Hag 20 XuA.g., koumo gonbaBam
U banaHcupam obracmHume ueHmpoBe — AceHoBzpag (50 846
g.), AumumpoBepag (38 738 g.), KapaoBo (23 075 g.), Beaun-
2pag (22 602 g.)

B cbomBemcmBue ¢ pasnpegereHuemo 8 HauuoHaaHama KoH-
uenuuA 3a npocmpaHcmBeHo pa3Bumue Ha Penybauka boaza-
pua (2013-2025 2.), Ha mepumopuAma Ha palioHa HAMa 2pag
om nbpBo epapxuyHo HUBo. Vima camo eguH 2pag om Bmopo
HUBO — MA0BgUB, 2pag C HAUUOHAAHO/MPAHCHAUUOHAAHO 3HaYe-
Hue cnopeg eBponeilickama knacudukauus Ha ypbaHUCMUYHU
fAgpa (FUA), kodmo uzpae onpegeAdwia poAa 3a CoulaHo-uko-
Homuyeckomo pa3Bumue Ha OLIP. Tod e u nbpBusm om 20ne-
Mume 6ba2apcku 2pagoBe — Bpw3ka Ha EBponedickus colo3 ko
Typuusa u bauskua usmok. 3a lo2ousmoyHume Yacmu Ha palioHa
kamo ueHMbp-gybAbop Moke ga Gbge cmumyaupaH Xacko-
8o, kolmo e cBoeobpasHa Bpama Ha EC (mbpBusm obracmeH
UeHmMbp Ha mepumopusama Ha EC). fpagoBe om mpemo HuBo,
CpegHu 2pagoBe—ueHmpoBe C pe2uoHaAHo 3HaueHue B HOLIP
ca obracmHume ueHmpoBe: Masapgkuk, CvoaaH, Kopgkanu,
XackoBo. MMpu nogxogawo pasBumue 2pag Masapgkuk uma
nomeHuuanHa Bo3mokHocm ga npemute Bv8 Bmopo HuBo.
Tpyau cpegHu 2pagoBe om mpemo HUBO C OpeaHu3upawa u
cmabuausupawia poas B mepumopusma Ha patioHa ca Kapao-
B0, AceHoBzpag u umumpoBepag. [pagoBeme om yemBbpmo

other towns in the SC Region too — Assenovgrad, Dimitrovgrad,
Svilengrad, Ivailovgrad, Krumovgrad, Devin, Panagyuriste, Pes-
tera and Zlatograd. The integrated regeneration and develop-
ment of towns in the SC Region will include a number of activ-
ities aimed at wide support for areas of impact as identified in
the IPURD - rehabilitation of old industrial zones, improvement
of the housing environment, modernisation of the water supply
system, public works in public places (renewal of parks, green
areas, playgrounds, bike lanes, street lighting, etc.), improve-
ment of the access to public services (education, healthcare
and social services), including of people with disabilities, energy
efficiency measures, energy production from RES in an urban
environment, rehabilitation and reconstruction of urban street
networks and introduction of energy-saving street lights and
other measures seeking to increase security and prevention of
criminality; also gasification, improvement of the air quality, etc.,
as well as development of integrated environmentally-friendly
public transport within towns.

Improve the intra-regional connectivity

As at 31st December 2012 the total length of the national road
network in the South Central Region was 4 012 km, which con-
sists of 141 km. motorways, 438 km. first-class roads, 777 km.
second-class roads and 2 656 km. third-class roads. The road
density in the Region is 0,179 km./sq. km., which is higher than
the national average at 0,175 km. Plovdiv and Haskovo districts
rank highest in terms of road length with 1 023 km. and 1 079
km. respectively, while Smolyan District ranks lowest with 539
km. of total road length.

The roads Septemvri-Velingrad, Etropole — Zlatitsa — Pa-
nagyuriste — Pestera — Dospat, Kralovo — Plovdiv, Plovdiv —
Brezovo — Pavel Banya, Plovdiv — Assenovgrad — Rudozem and
Assenovgrad - link to the a-5 road have an important role to play
when it comes to regional development due to their key impor-
tance for securing connectivity to the more significant towns in
the Region, where some of the economic and social activities
are concentrated.

The improvement of transport connectivity along meridian lines
will be of key importance for the development of the Region.
Building a tunnel with a road and railroad link between Troyan
and Hristo Danovo will secure such connectivity. The lower
extent of high-class infrastructure such as motorways and first-
class roads built in the peripheral regions of the South Central
Region will be made up for by the building of a high-speed lane
on the Il 86 national road Plovdiv — Assenovgrad — Smolyan —
Rudozem — the border with Greece at Xanthi, and the so called
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HUBO — manku 2pagoBe ¢ MUKpOpe2uOHaAHO 3HaueHue ca MMa-
Hazlopuwe, CenmemBpu, Beaunzpag, PakumoBo, Mewepa, Co-
nom, Xucaps, PakoBcku, Cmambonutcku, CagoBo, MopBoma,
Momyunzpag, KpymoBzpag, KupkoBo, Xapmarau, CBuneHzpag,
3namoepag, [deBuH, TononoBzpag, [1BaiinoBepag, MagaH, Yene-
Aape u [locnam.

Kamo nepucepHu mepumopuu ce ouepmaBam kokHume pogon-
cku nAaHUHCKU U 2paHuyYHU Mepumopuu U 0myYacmu CPegHo-
20pckume u mpakutickume mepumopuu. [pagoBeme om 4-mo
HuBo MaHazlopuwe, CBuneHzpag, lBaiinoBepag, 3namoepag,
[eBuH, Beaunzpag 3acaykaBam ga 6bgam cmumyaupaHu, 3a ga
U3NbAHABamM cBoAMa op2aHusupawa poas 8 mesu nepudepHu
cencku, NAAHUHCKU U 2paHu4HU mepumopuu. MpobAeMHU we
ocmaBam nepudepuume 8 lokHume pogoncku yacmu, kegemo
2pagoBeme [locnam, MagaH, KpymoBzpag HAMam nomeHuuaaa
ga nogkpenam CmoaaH u Kopgkanu.

[AaBHUMe ocu Ha ypbaHusauus Ha palioHa ca cBbp3aHu ¢ oc-
HOBHUMe eBponedicku mpaHcnopmHu kopugopu kakmo caegBa
- 2naBHa oc ceBeposanag-tozousmok Codus-TaoBguB-Xacko-
Bo-CBuAeHzpag u BmopocmeneHHu ocu - ceBep-toe: B.TopHo-
B0-Cm.3azopa-AumumpoBepag-XackoBo-Kopgkaru-Makasa u
MroBguB-AceHoBzpag-CMOoAsH.

B 6vgewe 3a KOLP om ocobeHo 3HaueHue e ga ce pa3BuBam
20AeMume 2pagoBe, koumo 2eHepupam pacme u ocuaypsaBam
cBvp3aHocmma ¢ 2pagckume ueHmMpoBe om gpyaume patioHu.
MpegBukga ce ykpenBate Ha Maakume 2pagoBe om 4-mo HuBo,
koumo npegaazam pabomHu Mecma U 0CHOBHU yCAy2U CbC 3Ha-
yeHue 3a noBeye om egHa 0buuHa, kakmo u cmumyAaupaHemo
Ha 0bwuHckume ueHmpoBe om 5-mo GepapxuyHo HUBo, Npuo-
pumemHo 8 nepudepHUME U 2paHuYHU palioHu.

06uwlo 7 2paga 8 tOLIP ca 8 npouec Ha us2omBaHe Ha iHmezpu-
paHu naaHoBe 3a 2pagcko Bb3cmanoBaBanHe u pasBumue - Mo-
BguB, KapnoBo, Masapgkuk, XackoBo, Kopgkaau, CMoAaH u Be-
AuHepag. MpegBukga ce npegecmonAwlo upabomBate Ha UMNMBP
U 32 gpyau 2pagoBe B patioHa - AceHoBzpag, dumumpoBapag,
(CBunenepag, /BatinoBzpag, KpymoBepag, [eBuH, Maxaztopuwe,
Mewepa u 3xamozpag . iHmezpupaHomo 06HOBABaHe U pas-
Bumue Ha 2pagoBeme B HOLIP we BkalouBa peguua gedHocmu,
cBobp3aHu ¢ wupokocnekmopHa nogkpena 3a 30HUMe Ha Bb3-
gedicmBue, 0bocobeHu B WMMBP - pexabuaumauusa Ha cmapu
npou3BogcmBeHu 30HU, N0gobpABaHe Ha XuAuwHama cpega,
MogepHu3auuA Ha BogonpoBogHama Mpexa, 6AazoycmposnBa-
He Ha nybAudHUME npocmpaxcmBa (06HoBABaHe Ha napkoBe,
3eAeHU nAow, gemcku naowlagku, Beaoaneu, yauyHo ocBem-
AeHUE U gp.), NogobpABaHe Ha gocmbna go nybAUYHU ycAyau
(0bpa3oBaHue, 3gpaBeonasBate U couuanHu ycayau), Bkalouu-
MEAHO 3a Xopa ¢ yBpexkgaHus, Mepku 3a eHepauina edpekmuB-
Hocm, npou3BogcmBo Ha eHepeus om BEW 8 2pagcka cpega,
pexabuaumauus u pekoHcmpykuus Ha 2pageku YAUUHU Mpexku u
BoBexkgaHe Ha eHep2oedekmuBHO YAUYHO 0CBemAeHUE U gpyau
Mepku 3a noBuwwaBaHe Ha cuzypHocmma u npegomBpamaBaHe
Ha NpecmbnHOCMMa, 2a3uduuupaqe, nogobpaBaqe yucmoma-
ma Ha ammocdepHus Bb3gyx u gp., kakmo u pasBumue Ha uH-
mezpupaH ekonozuyeH 2pageku mpaxcnopm.

MogobpsaBaHe Ha BbmpewHope2uoHarHama cBbp3aHocm
Kom 31.12.2012 2. obwama gonkuda Ha penybaukaHcka

momHa mpexka Ha mepumopuama Ha tOLP e 4012 kv, kamo
06xBawia 141 km aBmomazucmpanu, 438 kv nomuuwia | kaac,

Yuzhna Horizontala (Southern Horizontal Line) from Gotse
Delchev to Bourgas through Smolyan and Kurdzhali.

In order to improve the connections of small towns and villages
in the southern part of the Region with the large towns, inter-
ventions to support will involve improvement of the state of
second- and third-class roads — repair and completion of road
infrastructure. Special measures will be required to improve
the exploitation and technical state of municipal roads linking
settlements within @ municipality to its municipal centre, roads
leading to social and business services zones, to tourist and
transport sites and to designated industrial production areas, as
well as roads providing links with neighbouring municipalities,
which serve mutual interests and serve the purpose of tapping
on the local development potential.

As at 31st December 2012 the proportion of households with
Internet access in the SE Region reached the 50% mark, the
national average being 51%, the EU-27 average — 73%. There
are disparities in development among the various districts and
municipalities within the Region. Access to high-speed Internet
is provided to larger towns. In small towns and villages the level
of IT penetration is lower, so is the quality of services provid-
ed. In order to overcome these disparities, it is envisaged that
broad-band connectivity is secured first for the purposes of gov-
ernment and public institutions such as town halls, community
centres, schools, etc. so that to provide the required basis for
e-government. In remote, sparsely populated and rural areas like
Bratsigovo, Brezovo, Rakovski, Zlatograd, Madan, Nedelino, Ru-
dozem, Minaralni Bani, Simeonovgrad, Stambolovo community
computer halls will be established with wireless zones around
them; also priority will be given to the provision of Internet ac-
cess to community centres. The application of IT will help over-
come the exclusion of peripheral areas and work towards the
improvement of living and business conditions in them.

Priority ,Jmprovement of the Region’s connectivity nationally
and internationally”

14,2% of the road network in the Region is motorways and first-
class roads, which is much lower than the national average at
17,5%. The high-class road density is 0,029 km/sg.km. and it
is lower than the national average (0,033 km/sg.km.) This ne-
cessitates that the motorway and fist-class road functions are
sometimes taken by the regional road (second- and third-class
road) network, whose density is 0,153 km/sq.km.; it is higher
than the national average. The existing motorways and fist-class
roads serve mainly the northern part of the Region. On the ter-
ritories of Plovdiv, Pazardzhik and Haskovo districts lie sections
of the Maritsa and Trakia motorways. The Rhodope part of the
SC Region is characterised by second- and third-class roads,
which have an important role to play for provision of access to
settlements and for integrating the Region with the border re-
gions of the Republic of Greece. On the territory of Smolyan and
Kurdzhali districts there are no functioning sections of motor-
ways. The lower level of high-class road infrastructure availabil-
ity in peripheral border areas limits the economic development
opportunities in these areas because of their remoteness from
high-class roads, it lowers the quality of life and brands them as
not sufficiently attractive for potential investors.

Of greatest importance for the integration of the South Central
Region in the national and European road networks are the
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777 km momuwia aa kaac u 2 656 kv nomuwia il kaac. PIIM Ha
padiorHa ¢opmupa 20,5% om nomHama mMpexa Ha cmpasama.
['ocmomama Ha PIMM e 0,179 km u e no-Bucoka om cpegHama
3a cmpaHama (0,175 km). C Had-2onama goikuHa ca nomua-
ma om PINM, ¢yHkuuoHupawu Ha mepumopuAma Ha obaacmu-
me MAoBguB u XackoBo, cbomBemHo - 1 023 u 1 079 km, a ¢
Hal-manka - Ha 0bracm CMOoAAH — 539 km.

BakHa poad 3a pesuoHaAHoOmo pasBumue uvam nomuliama
,CenmemBpu - Beaunzpag”, ,Emponone - 3aamuua - MMaHa-
2lopuuwle - Mewepa - locnam®, ,KapaoBo - MroBguB*, ,MroBguB
- bpe3oBo - MaBen 6aHA", ,MA0BguB - AceHoBzpag - Pygosem” u
L4AceHoBzpag-Bpuaka ¢ nbm I-5%, nopagu kalouoBomo 3HaueHue
32 ocuzypsABaHe Ha gocmbnHOCM go NO-3HaYuMume 2pagcku
ueHmpoBe B pailoHa, kbgemo ca CbCpegomoyeHu Yacm om
ukoHomuyeckume u couuaaHume gedHocmu.

Om cobuiecmBeHo 3HayeHue 3a pa3Bumuemo Ha palioHa we
6bge nogobpaABaHe HAa mpaHcnopmHama cBbpsaHocm B8 me-
puguanHa nocoka. M3zpakgaHemo Ha myHea ¢ MomHa u X.k.
Bpb3ka TposH - Xpucmo [aHoB0o wie ocuzypu makaBa cBop3a-
Hocm. Mo-Huckama cmeneH Ha u32pageHocm Ha MomHa UHGpa-
cmpykmypa om Bucok kaac - aBmomazucmpaau u nomuwa |
knac 8 nepudepHume yacmu Ha HkHuA ueHMpaAeH padoH we
ce komneHcupa ¢ uszpakgaHemo Ha CkopocmHo mpace Ha
penybaukanckus nom Il 86 ,MA0BguB-AceHoBzpag-CMoaaH-Py-
go3em-2paHuuama ¢ Mopuua-KcaHmu“ u Ha m.H. ,l0XkHa xopu-
30HmMana“ om loue [leaveB go bypaac npe3 CmoaaH u Kopgkanu.

C uea nogobpsaBaHe Ha Bpb3akume Ha Maakume 2pagoBe U cena-
ma B loxkHama yacm Ha patioHa ¢ 20AeMume 2pagckume UeH-
mpoBe we ce nogkpenam geliHOCMU 3a nogobpABaHe Ha ekc-
NAOaMauUoHHOMO CbemoAHue Ha Nomuwama om Il u lll knac
- peMOHM U gouszpaXgaHe Ha nbmHama uHdpacmpykmypa.
CneuuanHu Mepku ca Heobxogumu 3a nogobpABaHe Ha ekcnao-
amauuoHHOMO U MexHUY4eckomo CbcmoAHUE Ha 0BLWUHCKUuMe
nbmuwia, ocbwecmBsBawiu gocnbna Ha HacereHUme mecma 8
06wWuHUMe go obwuHckume ueHMpoBe, go 30HUMe 3a Couuan-
HU U BU3HEC YCAYy2U, g0 mypucmuyeckume U mpaHcnopmHume
obekmu u go obocobeHume npousBogemBeHu 30HU, kakmo u
Ha nbmuwama, ocuzypABawu Bpb3ku CbC CbCegHU 0BLUUHU,
koumo ca om 06w, UHMEPEC U Ca CBbp3aHu ¢ U3n0A3BaHEMO Ha
MECMHUA NOMeHUUaA 3a pasBumue.

Kom 31.12.2012 2. gexom Ha gomakuHcmBama ¢ gocmon go
uHmepHem B tOLIP e 50% npu cpegHa 3a cmpasama cmoliHocm
51%, a 3a EC-27 - 73%. HabalogaBam ce pasauvus 8 cmeneHma
Ha pa3Bumue 3a pasAuYHUME 0bAacmu U 0bwuHU B8 pamvkume
Ha palioHa. Jocmbnbm go BucokockopocmeH VHmepHem e
ocu2ypeH B8 no-2onemume epageku ueHmpoBe. B maakume 2pa-
goBe u cenama cmeneHma Ha npoHukBaHe Ha UHGOPMAUUOHHU
MexHoAo2UU € no-Hucka, kakmo u kayecmBomo Ha npegocma-
BAHUMe ycAyau. 3a NpeogoAABaHe Ha pasauyuAma ce npegBLk-
gam gelHocmu 3a ocu2ypABaHe Ha wupokoreHmoBa cBop3a-
HOCM Ha NMopBo MACMO 3a HyXkgume Ha gopkaBHu BegomecmBa
U 0bwecmBeHu uHcmumyuuu kamo kmemcmBa, Yumanuwa,
YHUAULLA U gp. C UEA MEXHOAOZUYHO OcU2ypABaHe Ha enekmpoH-
HOmMO npaBumeacmBo. B omganeyeHu, CAabo HaCeAeHU U Cen-
cku patioHu kamo BpauuzoBo, bpe3oBo, PakoBcku, 3xamozpag,
Maga, HegeauHo, Pygosem, MuHepaaHu 6aHu, CumeoHoBapag,
Cmam6on0Bo we ce usgpakgam obwecmBeHu komnlomopHU
3aAU, 6e3KUYHU 30HU OKOAO MSAX U We Ce 0CU2ypu UHMepHem
gocmbn NpuopumemHo 8 yumaauwiama. MpuaazaHemo Ha uH-

Maritsa Motorway and the Plovdiv-Svilengrad section as part
of transport corridor No. 4, the Trakia Motorway as part of Cor-
ridor No. 8 and the Dimitrovgrad- Haskovo — Kurdzhali — Makaza
road, which is part of the road infrastructure of Corridor No. 9.

The link between the road network of the South Central Region
and the one from the border region of the Republic of Greece is
effected through the Kapitan Petko Voivoda — Ormenion Border
checkpoint and the Zlatograd — Xanthi Border checkpoint, whilst
the link with the Republic of Turkey — through the Kapitan An-
dreevo Border checkpoint (BCP). Following the launch of the
Makaza BCP and the road leading to it, the -5 road will reach
the port of Alexandroupoli on the Aegean Sea and open new per-
spectives for the Region. The Roudozem-Xanthi BCP, together
with the Makaza BCP, will intensify the cross-border and interre-
gional cooperation between Bulgaria and Greece and will make
the border areas of the Region more attractive to investors.

The connection of the South Central Region with the neighbour-
ing South-East and South West regions is achieved by means of
a section of the Trakia Motorway and the Sofia — Karlovo - Bour-
gas road, while the one with the border areas in neighbouring
Greece — by a first-class road and the functioning section of the
Maritsa Motorway. The South Central Region is connected to
the North Central Region through the Rousse — Veliko Turnovo
— Gabrovo — Stara Zagora — Dimitrovgrad — Kurdzhali road and
the second-class roads flowing into the Troyan — Karnare pass.

The improved connectivity of the Region, from a European per-
spective, depends on the development and improvement of the
transport links through European transport corridors and, from
a national perspective, on the improvement of the network of
motorways and first-class roads.

The railroad network is second in significance in providing trans-
port access and coverage of the population of the SC Region.
The total length of the built and functioning railroads on the ter-
ritory of the Region as at 31st December 2012 was 776 km.,
which makes 19% of the national railroad network. The territory
of the Region does not enjoy even coverage by railroad transport
services, since the existing railroad network is primarily situated
in the northern half and the south-eastern part of the Region.
The districts of Plovdiv, Pazardzhik and Haskovo are well-cov-
ered by railroads. In the South Western (Rhodope) part of the
Region some municipalities are at significant distance from
functioning railroads and the only transport providing access to
these settlements is road transport. The railroad network densi-
ty in the district of Kurdzhali is low, and there are areas which
are quite some distance away from the railroads and can be
reached only by car. The Smolyan District is the only district in
the country where there are no railroads.

The main railroads crossing the territory of the SC Region are
the relevant sections of the basic railroads Sofia - Plovdiv —
Bourgas, Plovdiv — Svilengrad, the Sub-Balkan railroad Sofia
— Karlovo — Bourgas and the relevant section of the Rousse —
Gorna Oryahovitsa — Stara Zagora — Kurdzhali — Podkova. The
railroads listed integrate the Region with the national railroad
network and the railroad network of South-Eastern Europe. The
railroads Dragoman- Sofia — Plovdiv — Dimitrovgrad — Svilengrad
and Rousse — Gorna Oryahovitsa - Dubovo — Dimitrovgrad and
Plovdiv — Zimnitsa — Karnobat — Bourgas are included in the
European agreement on railway lines that do combined trans-

(hOpMaUUOHHO-KOMYHUKAUUOHHUME MEeXHOAO2UU W CNOMO2HE
32 NPeogoraBaHe Ha U30AUpaHocmmMa Ha nepudepHume mepu-
mopuu U 3a nogo6pABaHe Ha ycaoBuama 3a XuBom u BusHec
8 max.

Mpuopumem ,Mogo6psABane Ha cBvp3aHocmma Ha paiiona 8
HauuoHaneH u meXgyHapogeH naan”

14,2% om nomHama MpeXa B palioHa e aBmomazucmpanu
u momuwia | kaac, koemo e gocma no-Hucka cmodHocm om
cpegHama 3a cmpadama — 17,5%. CbomBemHo 2bcmomama
Ha nomuwama om Bucok kaac e 0,029 km/km2 u e no-Hucka
om cpegHama 8 cmpaxama (0,033 km/km2.) ToBa Hanaza noe-
MaHemo Ha mpaHcnopmHu yHkuuu Ha aBmomazucmpaaume u
nbmuwama | knac om pezuoHaaHume nomuwia (BmopokaacHa
u mpemokaacHa mbmHa Mpexu), yuamo ebcmoma e 0,153 kvy/
kB.km — no-Bucoka om cpegHama 3a cmpaHama. V132pageHu-
me aBmomazucmparu U nopBokAacHU nbmuwia obcaykBam
npegumHo ceBepHama noroBuHa Ha palioHa. Ha mepumopusma
Ha obracmume [MroBguB, XackoBo u Masapgkuk GyHKUUOHU-
pam y4acmbuu om aBmomazucmpaaume , Tpakua“ u ,Mapuua“.
Pogonckama yacm Ha HOUP ce obcaykBa om Bmopokaachu u
mpemokAacHU NMomuwia, koumo umam 0CHOBHA poAA 3a OCU-
2ypABaHe MPaHCNOPMHUA gOCMbN g0 HAaCeAeHUme Mecma u
UHMe2pupaHemo Ha palioHa C 2paHuYHU patioHu B Penybauka
opuuA. Ha mepumopusma Ha obracm CmoaaH u Kopgka-
AU HAMA yHKUUOHUpAWU yyacmbuu om aBmomazucmpanu.
[o-Huckama cmeneH Ha u32pageHocm Ha nbmHama Mpexa om
Bucok kaac 8 nepudepHUMe 2paHuUYHU Yacmu 02paHuyaBa Bb3-
MoXHocmume 3a ukoHoMuyecko pa3Bumue Ha mepumopuume,
koumo ca omganeyeHu om Hes, noHwkaBa kauecmBomo Ha u-
Boma u 2u onpegeAn kamo HegocmambyHo npuBAekamenHu 3a
NomeHUuaAHUme uHBecmumopu.

Hail-20AM0 3HaueHue 3a uHmezpupaHemo Ha KXkHua ugHmpa-
AeH palioH B8 HauuoHanHama u eBponedcka NomHa MpeXa uma
aBmomazucmpana ,Mapuua“ u yuacmokom MroBguB-CBuneH-
2pag, kamo yacm om eBponetickus mpaHcnopmeH kopugop N2
4, aBmomazucmpana , Tpakua“, kamo yacm om kopugop N2 8 u
nomsam dumumpoBepag - XackoBo - Kopgkaau - Makasa, kod-
MO € Yyacm om nbmHama uHdpacmpykmypa Ha kopugop N2 9.

(CBop3BaHemo Ha nomHama Mpexka Ha IOLIP ¢ masu Ha cbeeg-
HUA 2paHuYeH padoH om Penybauka Mopuus ce ocbuecmBaBa
npe3 TKMM ,Kanumax Memko BotBoga - OpmeHuoH” u MKMM
,3hamozpag - KcaHmu,, a ¢ Penybauka Typuus npes KM Ka-
numaH - AHgpeeBo,. C nyckaHemo 8 ekcnaoamauus Ha TKIMM
,Makasa, u nomHama Bpw3ka go He20, nbm I-5 & gocmuza go
npucmaxuwie Aaekcatgpynoauc Ha Ezeticko mope u ouepmata
HOBU nepcnekmuBu 3a padoxa. KM ,Pygosem - KcaHmu” 3a-
egHo ¢ KM ,Makasa, we uHmeH3upuuupa mpaHcapaHuYHoOmMo
U MeXgypeauoHaAHomo compygHuyecmBo mexgy boazapua u
lopuus U we HanpaBu 2paHUYHUME yacmu Ha patioHa no-npu-
BAekameAHu 3a uHBecmumopume.

Bpb3kama Ha tOXHus ueHmpaneH paiioH e cbcegHume H020-
u3moueH u KD2o3anageH paioH ce ocbuiecmBaBa om yyacmbk
Ha aBmomazucmpana Tpakua u nom Codus - KaproBo - bypeac,
2 C 2paHuyHUmMe patioHu Ha coecegHa Mopuus - ¢ mom | kaac u
(hyHKuuOHUpawuA yyacmok Ha Mazucmpana ,Mapuua“. Bpbska-
ma Ha OkHuA ugHmpaneH cbc CeBepHuA ugHMpPaAeH paioH ce
6asupa Ha nbm ,Pyce-B.TopHoBo-TabpoBo-Cmapa 3azopa-fu-
MumpoBzpag-Kopgkaau“ u BmopokaacHUMe nomuwia npes
npoxoga , TpoAH-KbpHape®.

portation. In this sense the container terminals in Philipovo,
Plovdiv and Dimitrovgrad North play an important role. There
are second-level railroads whose traffic is much lower than
their traffic capacity. Some of them, such as the Septemvri -
Dobriniste narrow-gauge railroad, can be used as a component
in tourist attraction tours.

Plovdiv Airport is located in the SC Region and it is of great
significance for tourism development. The airport offers char-
ter tourist flights to the Bulgarian ski resorts of Pamporovo and
Borovets and acts as a back-up airport for Sofia Airport when
the latter is unable to receive aircraft. There is a good transport
link with the capital — 130 km. of the functioning section of the
Trakia Motorway. Near the airport there is a railway station on
the Sofia — Plovdiv — Bourgas/Svilengrad railway line.

Priority ,,Improvement of the quality of life in rural areas”

In order to reduce intra-regional disparities within the SC Region,
targeted action needs to be taken to stimulate the development
of settlements in these areas and curb the social and economic
decline and depopulation tendencies in them. Interventions to
receive support involve the following: strengthened competitive-
ness in agriculture, including promotion of R&D, innovation and
energy-efficient solutions, as well as improvement of the basic
infrastructure in villages, provision of basic services to the pub-
lic and the business, valorisation of cultural and natural heritage
sites, building broad-band Internet access in sparsely populated
or somewhat inaccessible areas, building of installations/ facil-
ities for the generation of heating and/or electrical energy from
renewable energy sources, etc.
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Mogo6paBaHemo Ha cBobp3aHocmma Ha patioHa 8 eBponedcku
NAaH € Bbnpoc Ha pasBumuemo U ycbBobpluieHcmBaHemo Ha
mpaHcnopmHume Bpb3ku upe3 eBponedckume mpaHcnopmHu
kopugopu, a B HauuoHaAeH NAaH - Ha ycbBopweHcmBaHe Ha
Mpexkama om aBmomazucmpaau u nbmuwia | kaac.

JKenezonomHama mpexka e Bmopa no 3HaueHue u BakHocm
3a OcuzypsABaHe Ha mpaHCNopmeH gocmbn U 06cAykBaHe Ha
HaceaeHuemo B HOLIP. O6wama gbAkuHa Ha u3epageHume U
(yHKUUOHUPAWU XN AUHUU HA MepumopuAma Ha padoHa kbm
31.12.2012 2. e 776 km, koumo cocmaBasaBam 19% om »n
Mpekama Ha cmpaHama. Tepumopusma Ha pafioHa e HepaB-
HOMEPHO 0bCAyKeHa om HkeAe30MbmHUA mpaHcnopm, mbi
kamo u3epageHama Ha mepumopusama My Xn MpeXa e pasno-
AOXeHa npegumHo B ceBepHama noAoBuHa U loeousmoyHama
yacm. [lobpe 06cAykeHU C Xkn mpaHcnopm ca obaacmume
MAoBgus, Masapgkuk u XackoBo. B loeo3anagHama - pogoncka
yacm Ha pafioHa HAkou Om 0BUWUHUME Ca Ha 3HaYUMEAHO pas-
cmosHue om (yHKUUOHUpawume »n AuHUU U eguHcmBeHuam
mpaHcnopm, ocuaypABauw, gocmibn go HaceAeHUme Mecma,
& aBmomobuAHuAM. Mecmomama Ha »n Mpekama 8 obaacm
Kopgkanu e Hucka, kamo cowecmByBam mepumopuu, koumo
€a OMganeyeHu 3Ha4umeAHo om kn AuHUUMe U ce 06cAaykBam
eguHcmBeHo om aBmomobuaeH mpaxcnopm. 06aacm CMoAAH
€ eguHcmBeHama obaacm B cmpaHama, koamo He e 0bcaykeHa
om kN AUHUU.

OcHoBHUMe »n AuHUU, 06cAykBawu mepumopuama Ha OLP ca
yyacmouume om 2aaBHume »n AuHuu ,Codus-raoBguB-byp-
2ac”, ,[MnoBguB-CBuneHzpag’, nogbankaHckama »n  AuHuUA
,Codusa-KapaoBo-bypaac” u yuyacmoka om ,Pyce-TI.OpaxoBu-
ua-Cmapa 3azopa-Kopgkaau-MogkoBa“. MocoueHume Xn AuHuU
ocbuecmBaBam uHmezpauuAma Ha patioHa ¢ Xkeae30momHama
Mpexa Ha cmpadama u Ha 02ousmouna EBpona. Kn AuHuume
JpazomaH - Cogua - MAoBguB - HumumpoBzpag - CBuneH-
2pag’, ,Pyce - TopHa OpaxoBuua - [1b6080 - [JumumpoBapag"
u ,MroBguB - 3umHuua - KapHobam - Bypaac” ca BkaloueHu
B8 eBponelickomo cnopasymeHue 3a »n AuHuume, no koumo
ce ocblecmBaABam kombuHuUpaHu npeBo3u. B masu Bpwbaka
BakHa poad umam koHmelHepHUMe mepmuHaau 8 MaoBguB -
(uaunoBo u AumumpoBepag - CeBep. Ha mepumopusma Ha
padioHa ¢yHkuuoHupam u BmopocmeneHHU N AuHUU, kamo
HamoBapBaHemo um e MH020 No-Hucko om nponyckameaHama
um cnocobHocm. Hakou om max, kamo mecHoAuHedHama Au-
HuA ,CenmemBpu-LobpuHuLe”, Mo2am ga ce u3nor38am kamo
6a3a 3a cb3gaBaHe Ha mypucmuyecku ampakuuu.

B HOLIP e pasnoroxkeHo aemuwie MroBguB, koemo uma BakHo
3HaueHUe 3a pa3Bumuemo Ha mypuama. Aemuwiemo 06cAyX-
Ba yapmopHUMe mypucmuyecku noaemu go 6bazapckume cku
kypopmu MamnopoBo u bopoBeu u usnbAHABa hyHkuuu Ha pe-
3epBHO Aemuwe Ha Codua, koezamo Coduiickomo Aemuue He
npuema noemu. Vima gobpa mpaHcnopmHa B8pb3ka cbc cmo-
Auuama - 130 km no GyHKuuoHuUpawus yuacmok om aBmoma-
2ucmpana , Tpakusa“. B 6ausocm go Aemuliemo uma 2apa Ha xn
AuHuAma Codusa-MaoBguB-bypaac /CBuneHzpag.

Mpuopumem ,Mogo6psaBane kauecmBomo Ha XuBom B cen-
ckume paiioHu“

3a HamandBaHe Ha BbmpewHopeauoHaAHUMe HepaBeHcmBa
B8 HOLP e HeobxoguMo UgAeHacou4eHo ga ce CmuMyAupa pas-
Bumuemo Ha HacereHume mecma B8 ceackume palioHu U ga
ce npomuBogeticmBa Ha MeHgeHuuUme 3a CouuareH U uko-
Homuvecku cnag u obesatogaBane. LLle ce nogkpenam uHmep-
BeHuuu 3a noBuwaBaHe Ha koHKypeHMOocCNocobHOCMMaA Ha
cenckocmonanckus cekmop, BkalouumeAHo HacbpuyaBaHe Ha
Hay4Hou3cAegoBamenckama geliHocm, UHOBaUUUME U eHep20-
epekmuBHUMe peweHus, kakmo u 3a nogobpABaHe Ha 0CHOB-
Hama uHdpacmpykmypa 8 cenama, 3a ocuzypsBaHe Ha 0CHOBHU
yCAyeU 3a HacereHuemo U ukoHomukama, 3a BaropusupaHe
Ha kyamypHOmo u npupogHo HacaegemBo, 3a usepakgate Ha
mpexu 3a wupokoreHmoB gocmbn go ViHmepHem B caabo
HaCeAeHU UAU MPYgHO gOCMbNHU padioHu, 3a uszpakgaHe Ha
UHCMaAauUU/MowHoCcMU 3a npou3BogcmBo Ha MONAUHHA U/
uAu enekmpuyecka eHepaus om Bvb306H0BAEMU eHepaUliHU U3-
MOYHULU U gp.

OCHOBHM MHZUKaTopy — Bbarapus, paifioHu ot HMBO 2

OcHoBHM aemorpadcku nokasatenm / Core Demographic Indicators

Bpoii Ha /lan Ha Hacenenuemo om o6wjomo Tocmoma Ha HacneHuemo — Koeguyunm Ha saemocm va _ Koepuyuenm Ha Gespabomuya Ha
Ha -%20112. 9/Ke.km 2011 2. HaceneHuemo Ha eb3pacm 20-64  HaceneHuemo Ha eb3pacm 15-64 2.
Paiiox / Region 2011 2. 2.-%/200122. -%/20122.
Population size Share of population out of the total Population density in number rate for rate for
Year 2011 ion of Bulgaria in % / 2011 of people per sq.km./ 2011 aged 20 to 64 years in % / 2012 aged 15 to 64 years in % / 2012
Bwarapus /Bulgaria 7364 570 100 66,3 63 12,4
CeseposanapeH paiion/ North West
Region 847138 11,5 44,4 58 12,4
CesepeH ueHTpaneH paiiod/ North
Central Region 861112 11,7 5735 59,8 14,5
CesepoustoueH paiion/ North East
Region 966 097 13,1 66,7 58,9 18,4
tOroustoueH paiton/ South East
Region 1078 002 14,6 54,4 62,4 12,1
10xew ueTpanew paiion/ South 1479373
Central Region 20,1 66,1 61,2 14
tOrosanapeH paiion/ South West 2132848
Region 29 105 69,2 8,3

U3moyHUK: HayuoHaneH cmamucmuyecku uHcmumym, Espocmam /Source: National Statistical Institute, Eurostat

OCHOBHM MKOHOMMYECKM noKasatenu / Core Economic Indicators

5B = man BBIMHa BBI1- % om BBI- % om 41 - % om Pasxodu 3a HUP/]  Pasxodu 3a HUPA kamo Bpoli IMpuxodu om HowysKu - %
o 1; . yosek— ) 30 EC-27 Kkamo % om BBI % om o6uwume 3a om
i e je/20102. 20102 cmoiiHocm 010 2. 20112 20102 cmparama 2011 2. 20112 20122
Zatoxiegion . GDPper  GDPasa%of  GDPasa%ofthe  Regional FDias  R&D expenditure Regional R&D Numberof  Regional revenues from
GDP in min expenditure as % of
son/20100  CoPtain national EU-27 average %ofnational  as%ofthe GDP/ oo TLTe RS enterprises  accommodations as % of
BGN/2010 GDP/2010 level/ 2010 FDI/ 2011 2010 * 2011 the total national / 2012
expenditure/ 2011
Bulgaria/ Bbarapusa 70511 9359 100 47 100 0,6 100 365484 100
Ceseposanaaen paiioH/
reneposanone: 5057 5652 7,2 26 25 013 16 27924 21
Cesepen uenTpanen
e e g 5577 6184 7,9 29 37 0,13 1,85 34392 3
Cesepousrouen paiion/
CeneponsToe 7503 7612 106 36 93 0,23 41 49769 29,8
10romsToueH paiion/
e et 8475 7625 12 36 136 021 32 52322 37,7
10xeH uenTpaneH paiton/
1Omen uenTparer 9924 6525 14,1 30 88 0,23 52 65 264 89
1OrosanageH paiion/
e 33974 9359 48,2 75 64,6 1,03 83 135934 185

U3moyHUK: HayuoHaneH cmamucmuyecku uHcmumym, Espocmam /Source: National Statistical Institute, Eurostat

OcHOBHM UHPPACTPYKTYpHM nokasatenm / Core Infrastructure Indicators

% om

% om

% om

om om om % om HaceneHuemo, scmoma Ha scmoma Ha % om
om cucmema u
m'H miadH 30 Op2aHu3UPaHo AeMUWama nepeu Knac nemuwa - ¢ docmon do
- e S G “s:;: _’;:1 1’;" Y cmemocvbupane -20112. - km/Ke.km- 2012 2. Km/Ke.km-20122.  uHmepHem 2012 2.
Eifboriiation % of population CdipomEeaa ey el CERESETE  [REEEERED e e
covered by water " motorways and national regards regional o
e s sy covered by sewerage by waste water by an organised waste 00 FTHE ey i e with internet
2011 infrastructure- 2011 treatment plants- 2011 collection system - 2011 2012 Km- 2012 access- 2012
Bulgaria/ Bvbarapus 99,2 74 55,7 98,9 0,032 0,145 51
c ;
e aanen pation 99,4 57,6 32,9 99,4 0,020 0,160 38
CeBepeH ueHTpaneH
paiion/ North Central 99,8 63,6 46,2 99,7 0,031 0,167 48
Region
. .
NT:::::;:?J:.WN/ 99,9 73,4 69,4 98,8 0,039 0,144 48
o i
sq[j::f;::f;g‘;::"’ 99,8 71,3 53,2 97,3 0,035 0,126 50
- .
e e anen paion] 97,9 71,3 41,2 98,8 0,029 0,153 50
OrosanapeH paiion/ South
e 99,1 88,2 73,7 99,3 0,037 0,126 59

U3moyHUK: HayuoHaneH cmamucmuyecku uHcmumym, Espocmamy/Source: National Statistical Institute, Eurostat
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