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	Public Consultation for the Preparation 

of the Greece-Bulgaria European Territorial Cooperation Programme 2014-2020

Phase A

The Responses to the questions below should portray the views of the Organization – Stakeholder that you represent and not your personal opinions 

	GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS TO THE PARTICIPANTS: 

When presented with multiple choice questions, please select only one option [by double-clicking on the box, checking in the pop-up window and under “default value” the option “checked” and then selecting “OK”] unless it is explicitly specified that you can select more than one. If the question also asks for comments or justification, please provide a brief text in the appropriate field explaining your selection.


	1. STAKEHOLDER REPRESENTED



	1. NAME OF THE PARTICIPANT [filling in the Questionnaire] : ……
2. CONTACT DETAILS: ……
3. POSITION OF THE PARTICIPANT IN THE STAKE HOLDER: …..


	4. ARE YOU A: (check only one: write X inside the box)

1) REGIONAL, LOCAL, URBAN OR OTHER PUBLIC AUTHORITY?           

2) SOCIO-ECONOMIC PARTNER? 
                                                             
3) BODY REPRESENTING CIVIL SOCIETY? 
                                               
	….

….

….


SECTION A

	Α) EVALUATION OF THE EXPERIENCE FROM THE CURRENT CROSS-BORDER COOPERATION PROGRAMME GREECE-BULGARIA 2007-2013

	Α1.  Information on your participation in the Current Programme:

	1) Did you participate in the current programme as a Lead Partner or a Project Partner?                

2) Were any of your project proposals approved?                                                                                   

3) If yes to the above, how many projects did you implement within this Programming period ?      

4) Were you the LEAD PARTNER in any project ?                                                                                 

5) If yes to the above, in how many projects?                                                                                           

6) Did you participate in the public consultation of the current programme?                                      

7) Did you participate in any publicity events organized by the programme ?                                   

8) If yes to the above, in how many events?                                                                               

9) Did you participate IN PROGRAMME MONITORING (Joint Steering/Monitoring Committees)?   (If the answer is «yes» state your position) 
	YES ....  NO ....  

YES ....  NO ....  

Number  .....  

YES ....  NO ....  

Number  …..  

YES ....  NO ....  

YES ....  NO ....  

Number  …..  

………….

	IF YOU PARTICIPATED IN THE CURRENT PROGRAMME (YES ANSWER), PLEASE ANSWER QUESTIONS OF SECTION A2. IF NO PLEASE GO TO SECTION A3.

	Α2. According to your experience how do you evaluate the following Programme elements?

	ELEMENT/PROCEDURE
	EVALUATION
	COMMENTS: Please justify your choice [up to 1000 characters, or approximately 10 full lines, or 20 half lines of this table-column]

	Α2-a.  PROGRAMME DESIGN

The current Priority Axes and Measures meet the needs of the CB area
	STRONGLY AGREE
AGREE 

NEITHER AGREE OR DISAGREE 

DISADREE

STRONGLY DISAGREE
	….

….

….

….

….
	

	Α2-b. COOPERATION WITH YOUR PARTNERS: The signed Partnership Agreement[s] was a useful tool for effective and on time implementation of the project
	STRONGLY AGREE

AGREE 

NEITHER AGREE OR DISAGREE 

DISADREE

STRONGLY DISAGREE
	….

….

….

….

….
	

	Α2-c. ADDED VALUE-EFFECTIVENESS: 

It is expected that the attained project outputs will contribute to further development of territorial cooperation in the context of the new Programme
	STRONGLY AGREE

AGREE 

NEITHER AGREE OR DISAGREE 

DISADREE

STRONGLY DISAGREE
	….

….

….

….

….
	

	Α2-d. CAPITALIZATION OF PROGRAMME RESULTS: It is expected that you will be able to integrate/benefit from/build upon the results achieved by current programme’s projects in future possible cross-border actions undertaken by your organization 
	STRONGLY AGREE

AGREE 

NEITHER AGREE OR DISAGREE 

DISADREE

STRONGLY DISAGREE
	….

….

….

….

….
	

	Α2-e. WELL DEFINED PROJECT TARGETS:

The defined project targets (indicators) at the proposed stage correspond to the actual project interventions both in terms of quantity and quality
	STRONGLY AGREE

AGREE 

NEITHER AGREE OR DISAGREE 

DISADREE

STRONGLY DISAGREE
	….

….

….

….

….
	


	Α3. To what extent the following reasons prohibited your participation in the current Programme ?

	REASONS 
	DEGREE-EXTENT
	COMMENTS : PLEASE SPECIFY THE IMPROVEMENT YOU ARE SUGGESTING AND THE PROBLEM THAT WILL BE ADDRESSED [up to 1000 characters]

	Α3-a. Lack of information
	GREATLY

TO SOME EXTENT 
NOT AT ALL 
	  FORMCHECKBOX 

  FORMCHECKBOX 

  FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	Α3-b. Eligibility rules 

[eg. the priority axis, the eligible project categories, the eligible expenses s.o.]
	GREATLY

TO SOME EXTENT 
NOT AT ALL 
	  FORMCHECKBOX 

  FORMCHECKBOX 

  FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	Α3-c. Institutional capacity 

(eg. lack of staff and technical equipment)
	GREATLY

TO SOME EXTENT 
NOT AT ALL 
	  FORMCHECKBOX 

  FORMCHECKBOX 

  FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	Α3-d. Difficulties in establishing partnership
	GREATLY

TO SOME EXTENT 
NOT AT ALL 
	  FORMCHECKBOX 

  FORMCHECKBOX 

  FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	Α3-e. Insufficient  financial resources and time constraints
	GREATLY

TO SOME EXTENT 
NOT AT ALL 
	  FORMCHECKBOX 

  FORMCHECKBOX 

  FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	Α3-f. Other reason  [please describe]
	GREATLY

TO SOME EXTENT 
NOT AT ALL 
	  FORMCHECKBOX 

  FORMCHECKBOX 

  FORMCHECKBOX 

	


SECTION B

	Β) PROPOSALS FOR THE NEW CROSS-BORDER COOPERATION PROGRAMME GREECE-BULGARIA 2014-2020

	Β1.  WHICH ARE THE MAJOR PROBLEMS/NEEDS OF THE CROSS-BORDER AREA THAT YOU BELIEVE A CROSS-BORDER COOPERATION PROGRAMME COULD ADDRESS [up to 1500 characters, each answer].

Please relate-correspond problems/needs to the thematic objectives of the Article 9 of the REGULATION (EU) No 1303/2013 [Common provisions on the European Funds / General Regulation] by indicating the number of thematic objective that you believe the problem/need relates to [Please refer to section B.2 for the list of thematic objectives]. 

Please rank them in descending order of priority (choose the five most important ones)

[Problem 1=the most important ………..Problem 5= the less important]

	PROBLEM/NEED 1:  Number of related thematic objective   …. 
Description: 


	PROBLEM/NEED 2:  Number of related thematic objective   …. 
Description: 


	PROBLEM/NEED 3:  Number of related thematic objective   …. 
Description: 


	PROBLEM/NEED 4:  Number of related thematic objective   …. 
Description: 


	PROBLEM/NEED 5:  Number of related thematic objective   …. 
Description: 



	Β2.  WHICH OF THE 11 THEMATIC OBJECTIVES
 of the Article 9, of the REGULATION (EU) No 1303/2013 [Common provisions on the European Funds / General Regulation] DO YOU CONSIDER AS THE MOST IMPORTANT ONES, GIVEN THAT THE NEW PROGRAMME WILL CHOOSE A SMALL NUMBER OF THESE THEMATIC OBJECTIVES? 

Please rank them in descending order of priority (choose the four most important ones): 

[1st Objective =the most important ………..4th Objective= the least important]

	THEMATIC OBJECTIVES
	JUSTIFICATION: Please justify the selected objective  [up to 1000 characters]

	FIRST THEMATIC OBJECTIVE:  ….

[Please indicate in the box the number of the thematic objective  from the list  in footnote 3]
	

	SECOND THEMATIC OBJECTIVE: ….

[Please indicate in the box the number of the thematic objective  from the list  in footnote 3]
	

	THIRD THEMATIC OBJECTIVE: ….

[Please indicate in the box the number of the thematic objective  from the list  in footnote 3]
	

	FOURTH THEMATIC OBJECTIVE: ….

[Please indicate in the box the number of the thematic objective  from the list  in footnote 3]
	


	Β3. Can you suggest any CROSS-BORDER project proposals that could address the indicated above problems/needs and contribute to the scope of the new Programme of Territorial Cooperation? 

YES  ….   NO  ….  
IF «YES» PLEASE DESCRIBE UP TO THREE (3) PROJECT  PROPOSALS [up to 1500 characters each or half a page] 

PROJECT  PROPOSAL 1. 

Please fill in the Thematic Objective/s (see section B.2) related to the Project-Proposal [up to 2 objectives]    ...      ....
Short Description: 
PROJECT  PROPOSAL 2. 

Please fill in the Thematic Objective/s (see section B.2) related to the Project-Proposal [up to 2 objectives]    ...      ....
Short Description: 
PROJECT  PROPOSAL 3. 

Please fill in the Thematic Objective/s (see section B.2) related to the Project-Proposal [up to 2 objectives]    ...      ....
Short Description: 



SECTION C

	C) PROPOSED POLICIES AND TOOLS FOR THE CROSS-BORDER COOPERATION GREECE-BULGARIA 2014-2020

	C1.  ARE YOU AWARE OF THE FOLLOWING POLICY TOOLS? (For an explanation of these policy tools, please refer to the short description below
)

	1. EUROPEAN GROUPING OF TERRITORIAL COOPERATION     

2. JOINT ACTION PLANS:                                                                 

3. COMMUNITY-LED LOCAL DEVELOPMENT (CLLD):                  

4. INTEGRATED TERRITORIAL INVESTMENT:                               
	YES ....  NO ....  

YES ....  NO ....  

YES ....  NO ....  

YES ....  NO ....  

	C2.  DO YOU THINK THE ABOVE POLICY TOOLS COULD CONTRIBUTE TO SOLVING CROSS-BORDER PROBLEMS/NEEDS AND TO attaining The new Programme objectives for the development of territorial cooperation? 

	1. EUROPEAN GROUPING OF TERRITORIAL COOPERATION  

2. JOINT ACTION PLANS                                                                

3. COMMUNITY-LED LOCAL DEVELOPMENT (CLLD)              

4. INTEGRATED TERRITORIAL INVESTMENT                     
	VERY MUCH ….  SUFFICIENTLY ….  VERY LITTLE ….

VERY MUCH ….  SUFFICIENTLY ….  VERY LITTLE ….

VERY MUCH ….  SUFFICIENTLY ….  VERY LITTLE …. 

VERY MUCH ….  SUFFICIENTLY ….  VERY LITTLE ….


Thank you for your cooperation!

� The following are considered relevant economic and social partners:


nationally recognized social institutions, particularly professional and sectoral associations,


chambers and associations, and bodies representing small and micro enterprises


organizations representing the social economy


other collective bodies of national or regional level.


� The following are considered organizations representing civil society:


bodies involved in the implementation of horizontal policies (such as environment, equality, etc) in thematic areas related to the use of EU funds 


bodies representing local action groups (composed of representatives of both public and private local socio-economic interests, in which, at the decision-making level neither public authorities nor any single interest group represents more than 49 % of the voting rights)


other agencies, organizations or groups who are significantly affected by the planned use of European funds and particularly groups facing social exclusion.





� Article 9 “Thematic Objectives”, of the REGULATION (EU) No 1303/2013 OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL of 17 December 2013, [Common provisions on the European Funds/General Regulation] 


(1) strengthening research, technological development and innovation; 


(2) enhancing access to, and use and quality of, ICT; 


(3) enhancing the competitiveness of SMEs, of the agricultural sector (for the EAFRD) and of the fishery and aquaculture  sector (for the EMFF); 


(4) supporting the shift towards a low-carbon economy in all sectors;


(5) promoting climate change adaptation, risk prevention and management; 


(6) preserving and protecting the environment and promoting resource efficiency; 


(7) promoting sustainable transport and removing bottlenecks in key network infrastructures; 


(8) promoting sustainable and quality employment and supporting labour mobility; 


(9) promoting social inclusion, combating poverty and any discrimination; 


(10) investing in education, training and vocational training for skills and lifelong learning; 


(11) enhancing institutional capacity of public authorities and stakeholders and efficient public administration.


� Short Description of the Policy Tools applied in the new programming period 2014-2020


1] A European Grouping of Territorial Cooperation (EGTC), may be established in order to facilitate and promote cross-border, transnational and/or interregional cooperation with tasks limited primarily to the implementation of territorial cooperation programmes or projects. It must be made up of members located on the territory of at least two Member States, belonging to one or more of the following categories:


(a) Member States;


(b) regional authorities;


(c) local authorities;


(d) bodies governed by public law;


(e) associations consisting of bodies belonging to one or more of the above categories.


EGTCs must have a) an assembly and b) a Director and may exercise their tasks with or without additional EU-finance.


2] A Joint Action Plan (JAP) can consist of one or several priority axes of a programme implemented as a total by a results-based approach, in order to achieve specific objectives agreed jointly between the Authority responsible for the OP and the Commission. Financial management is exclusively based on the outputs and results of the JAP and paid out in lump sums based on standard scales of unit costs and the outputs attained by the different actions.


3] Community-Led Local Development (CLLD) is a specific tool for use at sub-regional level, which is designed to mobilize and involve local communities and organizations in designing and implementing integrated local actions. The main components of CLLD are:


They are based on multi-fund, multi-action local development strategies


They are designed and implemented by local action groups made up of representatives of local public and private socio-economic interests (such as entrepreneurs and their associations, local authorities, neighbourhood or rural associations, groups of citizens, voluntary organisations, etc). Civil society and private sector partners should have at least 50 % of the decision-making power.


There is the possibility of designating a Lead fund, in which case all administrative expenses can be covered by it.


4] Integrated Territorial Investment (ITI) is a tool to implement territorial strategies in an integrated way. It allows Member States to implement Operational Programmes in a cross-cutting way and to draw on funding from several priority axes of one or more Operational Programmes. They can be financed by the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF), European Social Fund (ESF) and Cohesion Fund, but it is not compulsory to combine all Funds in each ITI. Nevertheless, it is encouraged that ITI combine ERDF and ESF funds.
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