[image: Leírás: https://encrypted-tbn2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcSsTguB0xdWQfc4dCkIhxz0eH9kqt0rOYTIVzS8ettA8QafgB09][image: ]	
[image: ][image: Leírás: https://encrypted-tbn2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcSsTguB0xdWQfc4dCkIhxz0eH9kqt0rOYTIVzS8ettA8QafgB09]
QUESTIONNAIRE FOR ONLINE PUBLIC CONSULTATION

Currently the DANUBE transnational cooperation programme 2014-2020 is under development. It is an instrument of the European efforts to achieve the smart, sustainable and inclusive growth, through international collaboration. The main characteristic is that the actions it will support need to be generated and implemented within broad transnational partnerships, and should target problems overarching the national borders. Due to its resource limitations, the programme will concentrate on enhancing the cooperation on the level of improving the policy making processes and institutional cooperation rather than on infrastructural developments. 
The participating countries agreed to focus the intervention of the programme along four funding priorities (priority axes):
·  Innovative and socially responsible Danube Region 
· Environment and Culture responsible Danube Region
· Better connected Danube Region
· Well governed Danube Region
Your contribution is important to check the relevance of the envisaged actions in order to to further fine-tune and develop the content of the programme. In order to have a deeper understanding of the Programme proposed content, before filling in the questionnaire, please download and check the attached documents (including the draft version of the Operational Programme). Please send your comments by Friday, 13 June 2014!
BASIC INFORMATION
Name of the organisation 
in original language
Name of the organisation
in English
City, Country
Contact person
(name, phone, Email

Field of competence (please tick the right box)
a. [bookmark: Kontrollkästchen1]Research and Innovation	 	|_|
b. [bookmark: Kontrollkästchen2]Environment and resource efficiency	|_|
c. [bookmark: Kontrollkästchen3]Transport				|_|
d. [bookmark: Kontrollkästchen4]Governance				|_| 
e. [bookmark: Kontrollkästchen5]Other 					|_|

Please specify: 

QUESTIONNAIRE 
(Please make comments only on those parts that are related to your field of competence, many thanks!)
	1. Innovative and socially responsible Danube Region

	The research and innovation system in the programme area is at very different stages of development both in terms of resources allocated and in its structures and available human resources. The uneven distribution of resource and innovation capital is mainly due to the different framework conditions the sector is facing throughout the region. Moreover, there are serious difficulties in transforming the scientific results into commercial success, mainly because of the poor cross-linkages among scientific centres, public authorities and SMEs. Finally, the sector is based on the human resource involved in the processes, therefore new and innovative learning systems need to be developed in order to improve the skills and competencies needed for adapting to the knowledge-based society.

In order to address these problems, the Danube transnational programme pursues the following specific objectives:
SO1: Improve framework conditions and a balanced access to knowledge
SO2: Increase skills and knowledge for innovation



Please give your judgement on the relevance of the envisaged fields of action
	Proposed fields of action in view of the development needs
	Please assess the relevance of the proposed field of action  (please tick the right box)
	Possibility to comment and justify your assessment

	
	Don’t know (0)
	Not relevant (1)
	Medium relevant (2)
	Very important (3)
	

	Development of innovation strategies and smart specialisation approaches 
	
	
	
	
	

	Better access to innovation finance, subsidies and incentives for R&D, access to venture capital (access to finance)
	
	
	
	
	

	Joint planning and management of major research infrastructures 
	
	
	
	
	

	Improved coordination of cluster policies across regions and Partner states
	
	
	
	
	

	Development of cross-linkages between enterprises, R&D institutions, higher education and the public sector (triple helix approach) 
	
	
	
	
	

	Support for innovative public procurement 
	
	
	
	
	

	Development of innovative learning systems
	
	
	
	
	

	Increased skills of employees in the business sector to better adapt to technological change
	
	
	
	
	

	Improved education for innovative entrepreneurship 
	
	
	
	
	

	Develop skills and knowledge to advance social innovation 
	
	
	
	
	



	Comments and project ideas: 
Here it is possible to make general comments and/or to specify relevant project ideas the DANUBE programme 2014-2020 should support in your opinion

	






	2. Environment and Culture Responsible Danube Region

	The Danube programme area is a unique ecosystem with a fascinating biodiversity, and in the meantime it represents one of the richest regions in Europe in terms of variety of cultures. In order to properly valorise these assets efforts are needed for improving the management of the sites both in terms of preservation and in development of sustainable methods of economic exploitation, especially in the field of tourism. The human interventions and the increasing effects of climate change reduced the size of territories with coherent ecological relations, the natural habitats being in some cases severely affected. These activities are having an impact on water resources as well, threatening their quality and quantity. Besides these kind of risks and hazards that the region needs to manage, there are other types of endangering natural and manmade factors as industrial accidents, fires or droughts, all requiring mechanisms for prevention, preparedness and intervention.

In order to address these problems, the Danube transnational programme pursues the following specific objectives:
SO3: Natural and cultural heritage valorisation 
SO4: Restoring and managing ecological corridors
SO5: Transnational water management and flood risk prevention
SO6: Improve the preparedness to manage risks



Please give your judgement on the relevance of the envisaged fields of action
	Proposed fields of action in view of the development needs
	Please assess the relevance of the proposed field of action  (please tick the right box)
	Possibility to comment and justify your assessment

	
	Don’t know (0)
	Not relevant (1)
	Medium relevant (2)
	Very important (3)
	

	Improved transnational coordination of management of cultural and natural heritage 
	
	
	
	
	

	Raise the awareness on the benefits of cultural diversity in the Danube Region 
	
	
	
	
	

	Strengthen common orientations of transnational offers in the areas of tourism
	
	
	
	
	

	Improved interlinking of natural habitats within functional ecological networks
	
	
	
	
	

	Tackling significant pressures identified in the Danube River Basin District 
	
	
	
	
	

	Joint monitoring of ecological and chemical status
	
	
	
	
	

	Joint development of measures to improve water quality and ecological status
	
	
	
	
	

	Joint management of flood risks
	
	
	
	
	

	Building awareness for joint environmental action (e.g. communication to the public and specific target groups)
	
	
	
	
	

	Establishment of more effective governance systems for emergency situations
	
	
	
	
	

	Development of integrated actions for adaptation to the consequences of climate change 
	
	
	
	
	



	Comments and project ideas: 
Here it is possible to make general comments and/or to specify relevant project ideas the DANUBE programme 2014-2020 should support in your opinion

	




	3. Better connected Danube Region

	Danube Region is an important European transport corridor both on North-South and East-West axis, being crossed by a high density of elements of TEN-T network. Nevertheless, the region faces important accessibility deficits in the areas situated outside the designated pan-european corridors. These have to be solved in order to enhance the fast, efficient and secure mobility of persons and freight, as preconditions for improving the global competitiveness of the region.
Energy is the backbone of economic growth, therefore its shortage or unaffordability becomes a constraining factor for economic development. Danube region is scarce in energy sources, therefore it needs to ensure its energy supply through better planning and coordinating its resources, or by applying innovative solutions in energy production/transport/distribution.

In order to address these problems, the Danube transnational programme pursues the following specific objectives:
SO7: Planning, coordination and management of regional transport systems
SO8: Environmentally-friendly, low-carbon and safe transport systems
SO9: Coordinate smart energy distribution systems
SO10: Improve regional energy planning and coordination



Please give your judgement on the relevance of the envisaged fields of action
	Proposed fields of action in view of the development needs
	Please assess the relevance of the proposed field of action  (please tick the right box)
	Possibility to comment and justify your assessment

	
	Don’t know (0)
	Not relevant (1)
	Medium relevant (2)
	Very important (3)
	

	Coordination and preparation of strategic investments in regional transport infrastructure 
	
	
	
	
	

	Removal of “non-infrastructural” bottlenecks in regional mobility 
	
	
	
	
	

	Capacity-building and training for management of regional mobility and connectivity
	
	
	
	
	

	Increasing multimodality, interoperability and promoting the shift to more environment-friendly modes of transport
	
	
	
	
	

	Promote sustainable freight transport in the Danube region
	
	
	
	
	

	Promote sustainable metropolitan transport systems and mobility
	
	
	
	
	

	Developing a Danube Region Smart Grid Concept
	
	
	
	
	

	Further develop the Danube region gas supply model
	
	
	
	
	

	Develop a Danube region biomass action plan
	
	
	
	
	

	Develop Danube region energy efficiency concepts
	
	
	
	
	

	Sustainable development of the hydropower generation potential of the Danube river
	
	
	
	
	



	Comments and project ideas: 
Here it is possible to make general comments and/or to specify relevant project ideas the DANUBE programme 2014-2020 should support in your opinion

	





	4. Well governed Danube Region

	Danube Region is characterized by a high administrative fragmentation, which results in very different performance of the national governance systems. Besides the improvement of the national level administrative and political decision-making processes, there are some fields which require transnational cooperation in order to achieve effective results.
For fostering the development of Danube Region, the countries agreed to focus their efforts within the framework of the European Union Strategy for Danube Region. Based on the experiences accumulated so far, its governance system needs to be further strengthened and developed in order to secure the attainment of the objectives envisaged.

In order to address these problems, the Danube transnational programme pursues the following specific objectives:
SO11: Strengthen multilevel- and transnational governance in areas with major societal challenges
SO12: Improve the governance of the EUSDR and complex transnational project development



Please give your judgement on the relevance of the envisaged fields of action
	Proposed fields of action in view of the development needs
	Please assess the relevance of the proposed field of action  (please tick the right box)
	Possibility to comment and justify your assessment

	
	Don’t know (0)
	Not relevant (1)
	Medium relevant (2)
	Very important (3)
	

	Institutional cooperation in the field of labour market policies and education & training programmes
	
	
	
	
	

	Institutional cooperation in the field of demographic change and migration challenges
	
	
	
	
	

	Institutional cooperation in the field of inclusion of marginalized groups, including Roma
	
	
	
	
	

	Institutional cooperation in the field of civil society development programmes
	
	
	
	
	

	Institutional cooperation in the field of integration of metropolitan regions in the Danube area
	
	
	
	
	

	Institutional cooperation in the field of cooperation in security issues/crime prevention
	
	
	
	
	

	Direct support to EUSDR governance in each of the Priority Areas
	
	
	
	
	

	Facilitating the development of complex strategic transnational projects by establishing a seed money/project development fund facility
	
	
	
	
	

	Establishment of an EUSDR Focal Point to facilitate the information flow between EUSDR key actors
	
	
	
	
	



	Comments and project ideas: 
Here it is possible to make general comments and/or to specify relevant project ideas the DANUBE programme 2014-2020 should support in your opinion

	



Please submit the completed questionnaire.
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