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EUROPEAN INTEGRATION – 

PRESENTATION OF THE REGIONAL COOPERATION
Distinguished hosts, representatives of the European Commission, Ambassadors, dear colleagues from the region, ladies and gentlemen,

It is an honour and pleasure to address you on behalf of the Delegation from the Republic of Macedonia, and briefly present the conditions and position of the Republic of Macedonia regarding the Policy for Sustainable Development on the Balkans in the Context of European Union Enlargement. 
INTRODUCTION:

The Republic of Macedonia implements the regional cooperation as a key segment of the external political determination, constantly strengthening the transboundary cooperation and participating in the regional initiatives. Establishing active regional cooperation, the Republic of Macedonia contributes towards establishing good neighboring relations, safety, stability and protection and promotion of the environment in Southeast Europe. The efforts of the Republic of Macedonia in this area were so far positively assessed by the European Union.
The process of Euro-Atlantic integration of the Republic of Macedonia is a high national priority. Great efforts are made in the country for accomplishing the strategic goals for full-right membership, with a stress at the regional cooperation and constant support of the traditional friends. I am convinced that the support shall continue until reaching full-right membership of the Republic of Macedonia in NATO and the European Union.  

At the moment, the administration in the Republic of Macedonia is working on the preparation of the answers of the Questionnaire, as a result of the submitted Application for EU membership. For that purpose, all the available capacities and resources are mobilized for preparation of precise and correct answers. According to the planned, the whole process should be completed in January 2005.

The strong support for the Republic of Macedonia on its road to the EU is obvious from the conclusions of the Thessaloniki Summit (June 2004), where the European future of the region was acknowledged in a clear and unambiguous manner. The new packet of the integrative mechanisms, confirmed through the practice and experience with the new steps from Central and East Europe, is already used. As a result of the recommendations, the Government of the Republic of Macedonia has prepared an Action Plan on European Partnership and a National Strategy on Integration of the Republic of Macedonia in EU, which has a goal to consolidate and direct different sectoral policies towards a unique goal to fulfill the criteria for EU membership. 

I would have to say something more about the relations between the Republic of Macedonia and NATO. 
Regarding the NATO membership, the policy of "open doors" remains. For the Republic of Macedonia it is important to show progress in two areas:


a) Implementation of the Framework Agreement, and

b) Reform of the defense. 

The Republic of Macedonia has a great contribution in the process of stabilization and democratization of the region and its approximation towards the Euro-Atlantic structures. Our country takes active participation in the frames of the regional initiatives, having the leading role in most of them. 
An annual National Programme for 2004 and 2005 regarding the preparations of the Republic of Macedonia for NATO membership has been developed.
The Republic of Macedonia is faced to a great challenge. The efforts for integration in the European Union and NATO remain national priority, with the powerful local democracy, transboundary cooperation, regional partnership in a context of the sustainable development as factors that should be strongly supported. The road traced has to be taken……
ECONOMY:

We in Republic of Macedonia, are aware that this determination/decision shall be primarily achieved with reforms, that have a final goal to establish modern and democratic society and an open market economy.

The Government of the Republic of Macedonia pays great attention to the economic priorities: maintaining macroeconomic stability, reforms in the economy, attracting foreign investments, development of small and middle-sized companies, technological development, increasing the competition and decreasing the level of unemployment.

A Programme for inducing investments with and Action Plan for Reforms has been prepared.

The Republic of Macedonia has signed 29 bilateral Agreements on Protection of the Investments and 11 Agreements on Free Trade. With the Agreements on free trade, among which the one with the European Union, the Macedonian market is now brought down not only to 2 million consumers, but is spread to a potential market of 550 million consumers. This makes the Republic of Macedonia more attractive for the foreign investors.

On the other hand, the full-right membership in the World Trade Organization guarantees that our economic system obeys the principles of non-discrimination, transparency and liberalization.

The development policy and politics for attracting investments shall be more successful with a better cooperation of the countries in the region.

Review on the regional cooperation of the Republic of Macedonia:

The Republic of Macedonia is a full-right member of: SEECP - South Eastern Europe Cooperation Process; CEI - Central European Initiative; SP - Stability Pact and SECI - South Eastern Cooperation Initiative. The procedure for full-right membership in the frames of the Black Sea Economic Initiative is ongoing, while in the frames of the Adriatic-Ionic Initiative and the Segedin Process, the Republic of Macedonia has the status of observer. 
The Republic of Macedonia, as a member of CEI, is part of the Working Sub-group on environment in the frames of the CEI - Central European Initiative.         

As part of the past activities, in the frames of the Segedin process, as part of the Stability Pact, aimed towards strengthening the democracy and the role of the local self-government in the countries of the South-East European region, by promoting the transboundary cooperation among the local authorities and establishing Euro-regions, the following Euro-regions have been established: Skopje-Nis-Sofia, and Prespa-Ohrid. 
REReP - Regional Environmental Reconstruction Programme for South Eastern Europe is an initiative in the frames of the Stability Pact and its main component in the field of environment, initiated and developed by the countries in the region: Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Macedonia, Romania and Croatia. Later, Serbia and Montenegro and Kosovo - as a  territory administrated by the UN, have joined as well. 

PEEN - Pan-European Environmental Network is established as part of the Pan-European Strategy on Biological and Landscape Diversity, adopted at the Third Ministerial Conference on Environment (Environment for Europe, Sofia 1995). The Republic of Macedonia is a signatory country, together with Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Serbia and Montenegro, Slovenia and Turkey. 

The Rebuild of Macedonia is actively included in the regional initiative/project for development of the Emerald Network through the Ministry of Environment and Physical Planning. Emerald is a network for conservation of areas of special conservation interest. It is established at the territory of the countries - Parties to the Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitat, supported by the Council of Europe.  

The Republic of Macedonia is included and actively participates in the regional project on Capacity Building for Improving the Quality of Data Inputs to National Greenhouse Gas Inventories, based on the acquired experience/expertise of the countries from the region that have already prepared their first National Communications as an obligation to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Changes. Through this project the Republic of Macedonia shall strengthen the institutional arrangements for comparison, archiving, upgrading and management of the greenhouse gas inventories, by establishing sustainable process of inventorisation. 

The Republic of Macedonia, besides Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Albania and Montenegro is included in the regional project "Introducing and expanding sustainable systems for production of fruit and vegetables", financed by Government of the Republic of Italy. The main goal of this regional initiative is harmonization of the agricultural production with the European normatives, which would confirm the concern about the environment protection.  

The Trilateral Project on Prespa Park is a regional initiative, which is a result of the Declaration "Establishing Prespa Park and protection of the environment and the sustainable development of the Prespa Lakes and their surroundings", signed between the Prime Ministers of the three countries in February 2000. 
The cooperation between the countries is realized in the frames of the trilateral Coordinative Committee on Prespa Park, as a highest body. A Secretariate on Technical Support of the Committee was established. The Coordinative Committee has a presidency established on a rotational system for a period of one year.

A joint document - Strategic Action Plan on Prespa Park Sustainable Development (SAP) has been prepared. 
The first donation on Integral Management with the Ecosystems of the transboundary region of Prespa Park is in a phase of realization. It is supported by the GEF - Global Environmental Facility, UNDP as an implementation agency, and KfW - the Credit Bank for Development from Germany, with local participation of the governments from all the three countries. The protection and sustainable development of the trilateral Prespa Park is a priority goal of the project.

The Ministry of Environment and Physical Planning has been, from its establishment up to date, developing the bilateral cooperation as an important part of its programme for work. The protection, promotion and sustainable development of the three natural lakes and border massives which the Republic of Macedonia shares with its immediate neighbors, are an imperative in accomplishing the bilateral and trilateral cooperation. The bilateral cooperation is institutionalized through the Agreements signed in the field of environment with all the neighboring countries: Greece (2000), Albania (2000), Bulgaria (2000), Serbia and Montenegro (2002). Bilateral cooperation in the region is established with Croatia (2002); the Russian Federation (1998) and the Czechs Republic (June 2004). There is an initiative for bilateral cooperation with Hungary, Slovenia and Ukraine. There is an active cooperation with the province of Bavaria in the frames of the Mixed Macedonian-Bavrian Intergovernmental Commission, for which the environment is of high priority. 
The transboundary cooperation is of key importance for the development of the region, recognised by all the countries in the region. Nevertheless, on a bilateral basis, there is lack of finances/tools for its full realization. The past experiences of the Republic of Macedonia in the transboundary cooperation with Greecein the frames of INTERREG III B, supported by EU funds, are positive. The Republic of Macedonia shall continue with this cooperation, especially in the frames of the initiative of the European Commission - New Neighborhood Instrument. 

Following the procedures of the European Commission on the programming cycle, PHARE CBC-CARDS, Neighborhood Programme, the Republic of Macedonia and the Republic of Bulgaria have prepared a Joint Programme Document, with defined goals, priorities and measures, and indicative financial plan on distribution of funds for the period 2004-2006. Besides the main goals of the programme for transboundary cooperation - development of the region as core for piece, sustainable development and expansion of the European economy area in the internal region of the Balkans, environment promotion and protection of the natural and cultural resources for the purpose of sustainable development promotion, make the core of the programme. 
We believe that the projects of regional character and the transboundary projects have a key role in the strengthening of the cooperation in the region and providing forum for exchange of experiences. We therefore expect that the European Commission shall soon, through the CARDS programme and/or through the other programmes, enable participation in the environmental programmes of the community - LIFE, support in the process of further approximation of the legislation and fulfillment of the EU standards through the Twinning and TAIEX Programmes. 
The Republic of Macedonia has, by signing the Declaration on the Strategic Goals of the Republic of Macedonia, signed on an initiative of the President Branko Crvenkovski on 10th November, once again certified the political will and strong determination for full integration in the European Union and NATO. 

We are convinced that the European Union shall continue to support regional initiatives and projects with a unique goal to achieve economic, social, cultural and environmental protection, thus enable sustainable development. This shall provide equal integration of the Balkans in the European family of countries. 
I would most sincerely like to thank the organizers of the  Balkan Conference for the opportunity given to the representatives of Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Greece, Macedonia, Serbia and Montenegro, Croatia, Romania and the host Bulgaria, to gather in one place and discuss the political priorities of each Balkan country in the process of accession to the European Union.  
Starting form the fact that each country has a distinctive role in extending the goals of the new cohesion policy of the European Union - dialogue, association, regional competition, new employments, European spatial cooperation, the result would be as follows: 

"Think globally - act locally" is not a slogan, but reality. The common activities on a central and local level between the Balkan countries, with direct inclusion of the NGOs, socio-economic partners, in a context of the sustainable development, are an obligation for our children and for the future generations.

Therefore, the regional cooperation on the Balkan should be improved, maintained, cherished and respected. 
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